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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN compliance with the advice of feveral in- 
genious friends, I give as a Preface to this Work 
the PrqJpeSius of it, which I wrote and publiflied 
fome months ago. An unavoidable delay has hap- 
pened in the publication of this Number, occa- 
fioned by the unforefeen difficulty of procuring 
the Oriental Type, and the occurrence of other 
emharraffing and unexpedled circumflances. To 
render the future Numbers of the Oriental Col- 
ledlions as perfect as poffible, I have employed a 
few leifure hours in fuperintending the execution 
of a new Perfian Type, which will, I trull, ex-', 
hibit as faithful a reprefentation of the true Taleek 
charafler, as can be effedled by any imitative 
powers of the typographick art. But fo very 
difficult, tedious, and, to an individual, fo expen- 
A thr psr&mrA-K-e- <5/ AVA uiTiisritehlTg; (Av 
complicated nature of which thofe who are conver- 
fant with Perfian Manufcripts will eafily conceive) 
that the following line is the only fpecimen of the 
new letters, combined, which I am enabled to give 
in the prefent Number : 
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The Profpe(ftus, and the arrangement of articles 
in the following pages, will fufficiently declare the 
nature and plan of this work, A mifcellaneous 
plate offer to the curious, and efpecially to 
the Antiquary, fome fubjeils for ftudy or for ex- 
planation. Literary Queries, Notices, and An- 
fwers,' fhall conclude each Number; and every 
fucceeding one fhall prefent to the Undent of the 
Oriental Languages, two or more Jpecimens of 
Arabick, Perfian, or Turkifh Poetry, fupplying, 
in fome meafure, the place of original manufcripts, 
and furnifhing fubjedls for tranflation. A Table of 
Contents fhall be prefixed to each Number ; and, 
‘with the fourth, a general Index given to the whole 
Volume. A Lift of Subfcribers will be found in 
the Second and Fourth Numbers. No exertion 
fhall be fpared on my part to render the work 
interefting and ufeful; but-I fhall be always ready 
to receive, and avail myfelf of, any hint by which 
its plan may be improved. 

W. OuSELEY. 

Ufper TiicbJ!e/(iStmi,.No. 25, 

February, 1797. 



PROSPECTUS. 

WHILE our Fellow-Countrymen in India, by the annual publi- 
cation of their Refearches^ evince that their labours in the cultivation 
of Afutick Literature have not been walled on a barren foil j the 
want of a /imilar repertory is felt by many learned and ingenious 
Orientalills, relident in this country, defirous of conveying to the 
Publick, in their proper refpedlive charaiflers, fuch Extradls'from 
original Eaftern Manuferipts as might be deemed worthy of Tran- 
flation or of Comment; fuch Produdlions, as, from the lightnefs 
of their nature, their defultory llyle, or their brevity, could not well 
be prefented to the world as diftin£l volumes, (however capable, in 
conjundlion with others, of forming an ufeful, interelling, and 
learned work) ; or fuch ElTays, as the authors, from a neceffity of 
relidence in the country, or difinclination to trouble or expenfe, miglit 
not find it convenient or agreeable to publifii on their own account. 

That a vehicle may be no longer wanting, which, in an elegant 
form, Ihall convey fuch Compofiiions to the Publick, ■we have the 
honour to announce our intention of of^ring to their patronage a 
Periodical Work, to commence with the approaching year, and to 
confift of Tran{lations,=> Edays, and Mifcellaneous DilTertations, on 
the various branches of Oriental Literature— a fubje<5t fo e.xtcnfive 
and diverfified in its nature, that we lhall offer a few general obfer- 
vations, before we proceed to mention the particulars of our Plan. 

Among the many confiderations which give impo’rtance to the 
lludy of Afiatick Literature, and efpecially induce to the cultivation 
of the Arabick and Persian Languages, it is almoft imneceffary 
to point out that of National Intercji^ fince it not only occurs of it- 
iclf, but has already been treated of by able writers : we lhall not, 
therefore, dwell on the advantages refulting from a knowledge of 
thofe tongues, to all whom the affairs of Commerce, the adminif- 
tration of Government, or other publick or private bufinefs, may 
lead to vilit our Indian Territories ; — their utility is obvious, and 
b 
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fufRciently evinced by the mumficence «itli which the cultivation 
of them has been encouraged, by the moll enlightened and refpea- 
able commercial focicty of the world 

It will be found, that on almoft every fubjeS, the writers of 
Arabia afford much interefting matter,— and whatever rapid ad- 
V inces towards perfcftion in Arts and Sciences our northern nations 
may have made m latter ages, there was a time when the dark 

cloud^of. Ignorance and fuperllttion hung fo thick on the intellec- 
tual horizon of Europe, as to exclude every ray of learning that darted 
from the Eall, and all that was polite or elegant in Literature was 
clafled among the ** Studia Arabum ** (Lett on Mythol ) 

Into the energetick language of the Koran were tranfiated the moll 
valuable works of Grecian and Roman Authors — and it is very pro- 
bable that thofe books of Liva ‘s Hiftory, fo long wiflied for by 
the admirers of claflical learning, are not the only borrowed treafures 
depofited among the Manufcripts of Arabia 

So many learned Theological Commentators hai e already demon- 
Ilrated the utility of an acquaintance with the Arabick Language, 
to thofe who make a juft interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures 
the objedt of their Iludies, that it feems unneceffary to dwell on it 
in this place We hope, in the courfe of our publication, to illuf- 
trate and explain, through the medium of the Arabtcl^ many ob- 
feure and doubtful paffiges of ycwiji HJIaiy and Btb'tcal Philology. 

Among the lludious Pnrsi ans, fo generally has been diflfufed a 
tafte for Literature, Sciences, and the Fine Arts, that, in thur 
widely extended language, the writings on every fiibjedl are almoft 
innumerable The works of their poets, univerfally allowed to be 
pre eminent among the nations of the Eaft, are equally the objefts . 
of admiration at Conftantinople and at Ifpahan, and perufed with 
delight throughout the various regions of Hindoostan, where, 
indeed, among the nobles, hiflorians. and men of bufinefs, the foft 
and courtly Perjian has nearly fiiperfeded the native dialeSs 

Of Chaldaick, intermixed with the Pahlavi, or ancient 
language of Persia, the ages which have elapfed fince the Mo- 
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harclis of that country, from their Babylonian Palace, gave laws to 
the Afiatick World, have not totally effaced every veftige ; nor are 
we without hopes of being able to prove the affinity of thofe tongues, 
and the utility of a knowledge of one, in illuftrating the valuable, 
but fcanty, remains of the other* 

That thofe engaged in the ftudy of Grecian Antiquities and 
Literature, may derive conffderable aid from an acquaintance with 
the Hiftory and Language of Persia, we ffiall endeavour ,to de- 
monftrate in the fucceflive Numbers of the Oriental Collec- 
tions. — A ffrong refemblancc, both in fentiments and expreffion, 
has been found in the writings of the Greeks and Perfians; and the 
identity of many hundred words in the languages of both, agreeing 
in fenfe and found, proves that ancient intermixture of the two na- 
tions to which Seneca alludes*, and which feems the natural confe- 
quence of the Macedonian Conqueft. On the fubjedl of this me- 
morable conqueff the partiaKhiftorians of Greece and Rome have 
hitherto been our only authorities ; it were but juft as well as natu- 
ral, to feek farther information in the Perfian records and traditions : 
fome credit is certainly due to the writers of a conquered country, 
on a fubjedt fo important as the fubjugation of their forefathers, and 
the hiftory of thofe who invaded their native land. 

So little of the original Scythian remains in the modern Tur- 
kish, that thofe are morcrthan half mafters of the latter, who are 
acquainted with the Arabick-and Perfian Tongues. The trouble of 
rendering themfelvcs completely fo, will be amply repaid by the 
various ufeful and amufing works offered to their perufal by the 
Turhfi writers, and particuLarlyby theirpoets, who have judiciou/ly 
« formed their compofitions on the Perfian model. Of fome valuable 
manuferipts, brought not long ago from the Levant, we /hall occa- 
ftonally prefent our readers with tranflations and interefting extradts. 

• • “ Videbis gentes populofquc mutafle fedem. Quid fibi volunt iamediis Barbaro- 
nim regionibus Grccca: urbesi Quid inter IiidosPcrfafquc Macedonicus fenno ? — Atlic- 
nienfis in Afia turba eft." Ckn/slat. ad Hehi» c, yi. 

b 7, 
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Of Chimse, Sanscrit, and the various dralefls of Hit.- 
DoosTAN. nc flull endeavour to procure authentick fpecimens, 
accurate vcrfions, and fatisfaSoiy illuftrations. From the abilities 
and indefatigable perfererance of fome members of the Aliatick 
Societj, who have devoted their time to the ftiid) of that wonder- 
ful language, the Sanscrit, difcoveries of the mod interefting 
nature may be expefled But here we mull; lament that a premature 
death forbade him to explore the fecret treafures of Sanscrit Li- 
terature, who had prepared a key to them, and vve mud content 
ourfelves with hoping, that the mantle of infpiration, fo long vvorne 
by Sir Wilha-n Jones, may pafs like that of Elijah into the hands 
of another prophet 

Overdepping the geographical boundanes of Asia, we fliall oc- 
cafionally follow into Egypt that branch of the Arabick Lan- 
guage, which has widely diffufed itfelf there, and, indeed, perva- 
ded the coad of Africa from cad to wed retracing, however, 
the current to its Arabian fourcc and we (hall not confider the fub. 
jedl of the Coptick Tongue, and the invedigation of the Anti- 
quities of Egypt, as foreign to our purpofe, the local lituation of 
that countrj, in relation to our own, being literally Oriental, its hif- 
torical importance univ erfally acknowledged, and its ancient inducnce 
on the laws, religion, arts, and fciences of the Eadem World 
On the ANTityiiTiEs of Asia we have rcafon to expedt many 

original and curious communications Among the grand defidcrata 

on thofe points, perhaps the mod confiderablc is, an explanation of 
the myderious infcnptions at Persepolis for, that thofe celebra- 
ted rums, which, uuring latter ages, have been called Cheh' I'mmar, 
(j^ dc“) or the Eonj Pillars, are the remains of the ancient capital 
of Perfia, feems to be the received opinion of modem times, though 
fcveral ingenious men have offered various and extraordinary conjee. 


• “Mihiviilcturacetbafcmperetimimtuni, mors corum qm immortalt al, quid pa. 
ram Pu-j A Difliornry, Smfentand tatin, was prepared under the immediate 

inlpeaionof Sir Wii Jonfs, p itli confideiablc trouble and great expenfe-It ,s at ore. 
femonmni) toEumpe, and is an objtA wcU worthy of the national attention 



[ ix •] 

tures on the fubjedt j a fubjedt, indeed, fo intcrefting to the genuine 
Oriental Anti(juary, that, if he could fuccefsfully exert the powers 
of conjuration, and elicit from his dark recefs the Genius of former 
days, a folution of the PerfepoUtan myfteries would probably be 
the objedl of his firft petition to the hoary oracle. The conjcdlures 
of many learned Orientalifls on this fiibjcdt fliall find an honourable 
place in our publication j and we folicit from our Antiquarian Cor- 
refpondents the communication of their opinions ; for, , though a 
key to thofe charadters, hitherto unexplained, may accidentally be 
found, yet the zealous antiquary will not content himfelf with the 
chance of fniingy — he will feek it in the fields of ftudy and the 
paths of learning. ^ 

Although we lhall gladly admit Difiertations on HEBR.fi:o-BiB- 
LiCAL Literature and Antiquities, yet it is not to be underfiood that 
wc lliall adapt our Mifcellany to controverfial correfpondence, or 
difeuflions of theological myfterics. Philological and Ety- 
mological Effays will be thankfully received: On the fubjedt of 
Languages^ we fliall not, however, forget, that they are merely the 
vehicles of learning and inftruments of fciencc. Ufcful knowledge 
and hiftorick truth fliould be the chief objedts of the linguift; and only 
as conducive to the attainment of thefe grand points, firould time and 
fiudy be devoted to the obfeure and doubtful derivation of words, 
the collation of paflages intrinfically unimportant, or the learning of 
ftrange charadlcrs and new lyllcms of grammatical conftrudtion. 

To the Zoologist and Botanist we fliall endeavour to re- 
commend our CollcClionsy by enriching them with plates, occafion- 
ally coloured, from accurate and original drawings, of whatever 
are mofl rare and curious in the Eaftem department of the Animal 
and Vegetable world. We fliall diverfify our pages with Maps^ 
which may illuflrate the ancient and modern Geography of Asia 
and the bordering regions ; and with V/e^vsy which may give jufl 
ideas of the faces of thofe countries we delcribe. An ample and 
^aluablc flock of Islanufcripts procured at confidcrablc, trouble and 
expenfe, w’ill fumifli us with copious Extra<5ls from tlie works of 
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Eaflern Poets; Specimens of Perfian and Indian Painting, we 
are enabled, by the communications of fome foreign Correfpondents, 
to promife to our Subfcribcrs; as well as Original EfTays on the 
fcienc^and pradice of Afiatick Musick, with accurately fet, 

and Engravings of various Inftruments. 

The utility of a work, which may facilitate the acquirement (on 
modcnitc terms) of Oriental knowledge, and promote the diffiifion 
of general learning, will be obvious, when we confider that, not- 
wiihftanding the inftitution of the Calcutta Prcfs, and the merito- 
rious exertions of thofe who have employed it, the works of Sadee, 
the Laili-Majnun of Hatifi, dec., are as rare, and confe- 
quently as dear, in this country, as if they Hill continued to delight 
and inftrudt the readers of them in manufeript only. 

The defign of the Work now propofed to the Publick would 
never, probably, have been conceived, or, if conceived, fiiould 
moft certainly be abandoned, if it were pofTible that by the profecu- 
tion of it we fliould incroach on the plan of any fimilar compilation, 
and thereby anticipate the due reward of others' labours. Our ma- 
terials are new; the fources from which we draw them original ; and 
wc fhall be the firft in this country to undertake a periodical publi- 
cation of Extrafls, in their proper Characters, from Eaftern Wri- 
ters. We therefore folicit the patronage of the Great, and the af- 
fiftance of the Licarned — and we Ihall labour to deferve the appro- 
bation of the Publick : We have promifed much, but we fliall en- 
deavour to perform more.— Whatever be the fuccefs of this attempt, 
he, among the Editors, has a claim to indulgence, who firft fuggef- 
ted the plan, and has undertaken the aCtual compilation, corredion, 
and publication of the Work;— a talk, of which the reward is pre- 
carious; the toil, expenfe, and difliculties, inevitable. 

“ Spe incerta, cerium mibi laborem fujlulij* 

TERENT. PEOL. AD HECYR. 


W. OUSELEY. 
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Sketch, Biographical and Liter aiy, of ABU’ L- 
TAIEB AL-MOTANABBI; with hts two 
Poems on the Sidings and Recovery of SAIF 
UDDAULA — By the Reverend JOHN 
HADDON HINBLET, M. A. 

AbU’LTAIEB AHMED EBNOLHOSAIN, better known in 
Europe by his name of Motanabbt is univerfally celebrated as one 
of the moft original and fublime of Eaftem Poets If wc may 
credit the authorities of Monf, d'Hcrbelot^ his abilities, at a veiy 
early age, were both powerful and brilliant^ fo much fo indeed, 

fo called, becaufe m his Poetns be arrogated to himfelf 

the rpint of prophecy 
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that Teman wa? the only luminary in the poetic hemifphere 
iineclipfed by their fplendour. ^ 

But this encomium is not general amongft the Arabian critics, 
The eleg-ant and profound AIMokri*, ma moft eileemed and curious 
work on general Criticifm, took confiderable pains to afcertain the 
various degrees of merit of the more feledl Arabian poets. With 
him Ahii'Uaich ranks only fourth m the fecond clafs of the modern 
/ 7 ge”j', his name being immediately preceded by thofe of Hobeib%y 
Bahteri §, and Al Rumi || , Hafan ^ being alone fcledled as equal 
to wield the fceptre of immortality 

But when fuch is the aflemblage of excellence, it is of little con- 
fcqucnce who lhall wear the diftinguilhing laurel. It will be fuf- 
ficient for us to know, that m whatever country the Arabic language 
has been fludied with the greateft fuccefs, there the poems of Ahtdl~ 
taieb have gamed the moft unequivocal popularity. For full eight 
hundred jears they have been the ceafelefs amufement of the learned, 
and the admiration of the elegant, throughout the vaft and once 
highly-cultivated realms of Afia Nay, at this moment, it is by 
no means improbable that they may be the fubjedts of applauded 
and animated recitation in the crouded caravanfeta^ and m the tent of 
the Bedouin And much may we congratulate ourfelves that our 
libraries contain excellent copies of thefe and many other precious 

• m his ^^o^k called ^1^ « the jewels of the 

belles Itutes, ahd the Ireafure of the poets ** 

t ^ t 1 ^ 
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germs of departed genius, which only v/ant the protedling heat of 
patronage, and the cultivating hand of tafte, to bloom anew in our 
European confervatories, and to delight and adorn pofterity. 

Our Poet was bom in the 308th year of the hegira : his parents 
were poor people of the tribe'of and dwelt at Cufahy in a 

fmall flreet called Kenda*y where the daily occupation of water- 
carriers (a trade of fome requeft in fo hot a climate) ferved to main- 
tain them in a refpedled poverty. It is probable that young 
Aliidltaieb betrayed fome remarkable ^gns of ability at a very 
early period; for we find him foon emancipated from the ob- 
fcurity of his fituation, and a celebrated ftudent at the Univerfity 
of Damafcus, The refinement of his native language, and the 
Ihidy of polite literature, were now the delightful employrpent of 
his time and talents ; and I can with pleafure refer the reader to a 
curious epigram and the anecdotes refpe<5ling it, preferved in the 
inefiimablc repofitory of Monf. d'Herbekty for a few very valu- 
able lights on this part of our Poet’s life. He did not, however, 
confine his Rudies merely to the improvement of his mind. His 
vivacity prompted him to confider every manly excellence as within 
the grafp of his exertions ; and his attainments were indeed fur- 
prifing; for, in the lift of his general accomplifhments, he is re- 
corded to have been a perfeift mafter of horfemanfhip — to have 
greatly excelled in martial cxercifes — in trials of ftrength and Ikill 


* Hence his names and 

+ D'Herleht Blbliitheque Orlentah. Art. Mitanahbl, old Edition ; to which I have 
been much indebted throughout the whole of this Memoir, 


B 2 
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— m writing an cxquifite chaniaer— and in the promptitude and 
brilliancy of a moft commanding eloquence. 

But to a mind thus formed by nature for the moft fublime con- 
ceptions, and matured by art to regulate them with judgment, he 
unfortunately added an ambitious ■ueaknefs, not unique m human 
hiftory Buoyed up, and flattered by a juft appreciation of his 
oun po\\ers, and the rich munificence of Afiatic princes, — elevated 
with the enthufiafm of poetry, and wrapt up in the wild frenzies 
of an unbounded fancj , Abu'haieb is recorded to ha\ e believed 
himfelf a fecond Prophet, ordained to purify and refine the faith 
of IJlam Whit his more particular tenets were is not known: 
he was, however, bold enough to declare them openly He pro- 
fefled himfelf a delegate from the Omnipotent, with powers equal, 
if not fuperior, to thofe of Mohammed that fervant, who, (he de- 
clared) was only comnuftioned to deliver the will of the Deity 
through the mean medium of modulated profe, whilft he uttered 
the awful mandates of the Almighty in the rapturous melodies of a 
fublime and lofty poetry, and from the immediate impulfe of the 
Divine Infpiration. , Extravagant as thefe ideas were, they foon 
brought him into notice. He had the addrefs to eftabhfti a new 
fedl and fo numerous was the concourft of his difciples, com- 
prehending the whole of the Kelabites^ and feveral complete tribes 
of the Arabs of the Defarts, as to raife the jealoufy of the execu- 
tive power, and to caufe his imprifonment. Here, we may con- 
clude, he had opportunities for cool refleaion, and, what was full 
as ufeful to him, the fenfe to apply them profitably . for we foon 
afterwards find him reftored to liberty, abjuring his religious en- 
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thufiafm; a welcome gueft at the courts of the Syrian Princes; and 
decking their crowns with the gems of poefy. 

His long * rcfidcncc at the courts of ji/eppo rind Miafarekin was, 
in all probability, the moft happy period of Abu'Uaieh*% life. Be- 
loved, cflccmcd, and honoured, in this refined focicty, he enjoyed 
without reftraint the company of the firft wits and philofophers of 
Afia, and the unreferved favour of a generous and mighty prince. 
The court of Saif UddauU was the moft polifticd of that poliftied 
period ; the monarch himfelf, indepcndant of his martial charadler, 
was a fcholar and a man of letters. Of his talent for poetry the 
reader may agreeably convince himfelf by confulting the “ Speci- 
mens of Arabian Pocir)',*’ lately publiflicd by the very learned 
Profejfor CarlyU. He will there find a delicate morccau of Saif 
Uddaulah elegantly paraplirafcd, and fomc valuable information 
refpedling the aftoniftiing refinement of the court of a Prince of 
, Syria at a period, when our now-fo-mijch enlightened Europe was 
a feat of ignorance. 

We may venture to conclude that Abiditaieb remained in this 
Athens of the Eaft till the death of Saif Uddania: this melancholy 
event happened in the year of the hegira 356. There is not, how- 
ever, any long interval of time, before we again meet him at the 
court of CafouTy Regent, or rather King of Egypt, whom he ce- 
lebrated in a poem ftill extant. Ehnacin^y who preferves the be- 

* A period of rjinetcen years, from the year 337 to 356. 

t Hiftoria Saracenica, p. 226. 
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ginning of the exordium, informs us that it opens in a flyle highly 
encomiaftical, but breaks off abruptly before it is half finifhed 
a circumftance originating in fome chagrm or difippointment which 
he then experienced, and which, it is to be feared, he could neither 
forgive nor forget for his other poems upon Cafour are filled with 
the mofi poignant fatire 

It can occafion no furprife, that this indignant feverity fliould 
caufe him to quit E^pt with precipitation But at this period no 
man of learning was ever long in want of an alyhim, — and the pa- 
lace of Adhad Uddaula^ Prince of the Bouides in Perjla^ gladly af- 
forded Ahu*ltmeb the comforts of hofpitahty But our poet was not 
to be fitisfied with mere comforts he had long ftudied the cafual- 
ttes of courtly favour, and natunlly indulged a paiTion for thofe fi- 
xations, uhere comfort rs illumined by confidence, and the focial 
affedtions find repofc, as well as enjoyment He either felt not this 
here, or continued mental irritation muft have foured his temper 
In a moment of rcftlelfnefs and difguft, he makes the final refolution 
of retiring from public life, and renouncing the fplendid circles of 
royalt) , to feek for tranquillity in the abode of peace and retirement 
Adluated bj early fcnfibilities and the fweet remembrances of juvenile 
pleafurcs, he fixes upon Cufah, the place of his nativity, as his laft 
retreat, fully refoh ed to dedicate the remainder of his life to the de- 
lights of literature But Providence ordained otherwife For, on 
pafiing near Bagdad, the caravan which he had joined was attacked 
at A/ No7!wia, upon the T/g/zj, by a predatory band of Arabs of the 
tribe of AJfii, (mftigated as fome have thought, by thofe who had 
felt the fiiafts of his mvcftivcs). and Abu'ltaieb and his fon, after 
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defending thcmfclves with a defperate bravery, 
down, and murdered. 


7 

were both hewn 


The poeti}' of is copious, energetic, dignified, replete 

with paftoral fimplicity, and with a moft exquifitc choice of tender 
and amatorial imager}’. Many of bis poems arc wonderfully fublime 
and magnificent, and arc charadlcrifcd by a glow and fervour of ver- 
ification highly congenial to the Arabian tafic, and peculiarly adapted 
to the native enthufiafm of our poet*s genius. A containing 
the heft of his poems, is preferved; — and, fortunately for the pre- 
fent ftate of Arabic literature in Afia as well as Europe, has been en- 
riched with the invaluable commentaries of many great and learned 
Philologifts. Amongfl thefe poems none feem to have met with 
more defcnr'cd admiration than feven tAjoS compofed by Abu'Uaieh 
in praife of his royal patron. Thefe arc particularly alluded to by 
Elnwcin * in his culogium upon Sat^ UMiu/a, and arc undoubtedly 
fomc of the moft admired complimentary poems in the Arabick 
language. 

Our public libraries contain many complete copies of AbiCltaieb'‘s 
works; and the Umverjity of Oxford alone affords ample materials 
for introducing them to the world. The immenfc treafurcs it pof- 
fefies in Oriental MSS. ; the profound erudition of its profelTors ; 
its \'ariety of excellent types; and, above all, the liberal encourage- 
ment given by the delegates of the prefs to all works of real merit, 
point it out as the place in Europe belt calculated to remove its-veil 


Hift. Sancemea, p. 227. 
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of myfleiy from Oriental 'learning. The dignity and extent of our 
immenfe pofreiIi6ns~in -India demand a fchool of this kind : and 
happy fltall I be, if this hint, from one of the meaneft of her children, 
have any falutary influence inaccomplifhing an event fo important. 

The following verfes were a folitary tranfcript from the 
fome years agof — and belong'' to,, the cncomiaftic department. 
Whether they were included or not' in the feven juUiiS of Elmacirif 
compofed in praife of SatfVddaula^ as I have no copy of the poems 
in my pofTefTion, I cannot now determine. They were certainly 
compofed at his court during the time of ylbu*ltaieb*% long refidence 
there, and were mofl: probably extemporaneous effufions on the fud- 
den ficknefs and 'recovery of that great and excellent monarch. I 
have tranflated them freely, — though, Itruft, without deviation from 
the origiimls, or mifconcepiion of my author^s meaning. I merely fay 
this from a knowledge that a’^perfon, ainacquainted with Arabick 
poef/y, is by no means' aware of the extreme difficulty of compre- 
hending many^paflages in a fublime and ancient poet, when unaf- 
fifled by the ufe of Scholia^ and dependant on a fingle and uncollated 
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u^’ f/^' i u-y* 1 LV IT" J 

UjI ^ uJ*^ j 

t5> 3^ *Ai*J 

'tSX^ (Xlli. 

ya*i jJ ySs ^ lioli 

dbiCltaieb on the Sickn^s of Sa^ Uddaula, 

As deadly pale my hero lies. 

And JickneJs feafts her jaundic’d eyes, 

Nature the dire contagion feels j 
The peopled earth convulfive reels— 

* On valour prey confuming fires. 

And liberality expires. 

How vain the aid of fleep t’infufe 
My troubled mind in opiate dews I 
c 
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The oblivious dream chill fear denies j 
No bright-hair’d vifions glad my eyes j 
But my bur/t eyeballs feel the flame 
That waftes my Satf XJddauIa*^ frame. 

Sire 1 may thy furc phyfician prove 
The mighty power of healing love f 
Who to his creatures can difpenfe 
Sweet health in thy beneficence ! 

For bounty lives abforb^ m thee. 

Pure Fount of Generofity } 




y ObU31 
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t^4^ tX) (^Ult i r ».»X«»» lit 



0/1 fie B.ecovei'y of Saif TJddaula, hy AhCltaieh. 


He breathes — he lives — the dormant heat 
Of life renews its feverilh beat I 
Glory her u’arlike air refumes. 

Waves in the breeze her glittering plumes, 
And far au'ay to hodilc lands 
Abafli*d retire aJhWon*s bands I 

He lives— and fpring renew’d to life 
The hardy days of martial ftrife ! 


c 2 
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Again ’gainfl: adverfe tribes we go ; 

Spoil and deftrudtion wait the foe I 
Blith laughs the liberal mmd — and health 
Showers from her clouds diffiifive wealth. 

Th’ imperial fun with fteadier blaze 
Now ftreams afar his flood of rays ; 

Unfliadowed by the clouds of night, 

Bright glows his vivifying light ; 

While fell difeafe retires difmay’d, 

Nor dims his mighty orb with fiiade. 

See, as his royal courfe he fleers 
Irradiate thro’ thefe lower fpheres, 

The vivid rays unlock to Ctnfe 
The tones of fplendid eloquence — 

And fmiles, in foft fufpendcd dews, 

Ram princely favour on the mufe. 

Hail ! “ Sword of Empire'” — Ohl how tame 
Such titles * for thy deathlefs fame ' 


This whole verie mud be obfeure and umntcrefting to the mere European reader * 
It begins b7 alluding to the figmfication of Saif Uddaula’s name, 
or the /word of empire . and by a rtrong hyperbole reprobates the vanity of attempting 
to preferve the memory of fuch a chara£lcr to poftenty by an} expreffions fo inadequate 
to his mighty achievements The poet aftensards alludes to feme ancient proverb, in 
which \hzfword is faid to be the Jlme of tie warnor, and which may be contained in 
the valuable colleiftion of Meidam A liinilar idea occurs m a very magnificent poem 
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Vain thought 1 as if immortal verfe 
Cou’d e’er thy mortal deeds rehearfe !— 

Coarfe contradi(Clion 1 to confound 
A Prince — a flave in kindred found 1 

The noble j^rabs^ proud to trace 
The honours of an ancient race 
In Saif Wdaula^s arms and birth. 

Spread wide their glories o’er the earth I 
E’en Perfa^s tribes — a barbarous* throng, — 

AlTociate in the grateful fong. 

Bleft whom the only God approves j 
Dread guardian of the faith he loves ! 

For long he’s fecn thee toil, 

For IJlam heap tlie hallowed fpoil j 
And open, at gracious call, 

The gates of Paradife to all I 

of our author’s on the Lake of Tiberias, in praife of Allt in^\hich, to fhewhis hero's 
perfeft command of all \\’arlikc •weapons, he declares that 

“ Spears and fivqrds are in hts band JIaves and dmejltcs" 

* The Arabs have tlie fame hauteur of country ^ith the ancient Grecians, deeming 
every nation except their own, particularly ndghbouring ftates, barbarians.— 

This name is often applied to the Perjians with peculiar emphafis, on account of the 
frequent hdftilities and jealoufics proceeding from their continuity of frontier, 
t A general expreflion for the Mohammedan fiiith 
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O fire ! how weak are ivords t’exprefs 
Mine and thj peopIe*s happinefs I 
Yes — thou’rt re/Iored-~to life — to fame I 
The thankful millions blefs thy name ! 
Well may they blefs, who alvvay find 
Thy Health the Health of Human kind f 



' 797 -] 


ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 




Of the Fighting BULBUL f BENGAL. 

THE Bird, of which the annexed engraving is a reprefentation, 
was Ihot at Sunderdundst near Calcutta^ in December 1795, by a 
gentleman defirous of fending to Europe a corrcdl drawing of that 
celebrated featliered fongfter, fo familiar to every reader of 
Sadly and the other Perfian poets, as the people of the country af- 
fured him. that this was the genuine Hulbuly a word which we com- 
monly tranflate Nightingale, the note of the Perfian bird refembling 
that of our Philomel. 

In the letter which accompanied the drawing of this Indian Bv/- 
lu/y the gentleman who fent it mentions, that its note, though wild 
and pretty, had not by any means the plaintive fweetnefs of the 
lengthened drains which charm the inhabitants of the Sourthem 
parts of Europe : and he exprcfics his doubt of its being the fame 
with the Bulbul of Iraun. 

Of this Monf. L/e Bruyn has given an engraved reprefentation in 
his Perfian Travels : and we learn from him, that it differs in fome 
refpedts, and particularly in fize, from our Indian bird, though it 
agrees in the grayifh colour of the body, blacknefs of the head, 
and the white tips of the tail,^ And I have lately, been afilired by 
thofc who have often feen the "Bulbul of Jrmtn, that this of Bengal 
is confiderably the larger. 
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Yet a Perfian writer, Zakary ben Mohammed ben Mahmoud at 
Kamou*i in a very extraordinary work now before me, to his 
dcfcnption of the adds a painted drawing, which perfedlly 

correfponds with that of ih^'Mengal bird, except m fize of which, 
indeed,'no-juft idea can be formed, as the original figure m the 
manuicnpt is no larger than the following cxadt copy. 


i - I 

His account of the Bird begins thus ' 

Bulbul-^H^ IS called in the Paffi (Perfian) tongue Hazardajitaim^ 
or the bird of a thoufand fongs he is one of the fmaller birds, &c.** 

\ And the author then proceeds to relate tbe common opinion of the 
Perfians, who “ fay that the Bulbul has a paflion for the rofe^ and 
when he fees any perfon puli a rofe from the tree,*"he laments and 
cries,-'* &c , &c. '• y ^ \ 

/ y .X*^= SLi j3 

I am enabled to add, from the information of natives, that m 
Bengal the Bulbuls are trained to fight '‘one held oppofite to another 
on the hand of a mah, to whofe finger the bird is faftened by a 
firing, fufficiently long to allow him to fly at and peck his adverfary. 
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Extraordinary Perjian Di/iich. 


IN a Turkifh manufcript, which lately fell into my hands, the 
following extraordinary Perfian diftich is quoted ; 


tS .X-sl *Syi ji 

bo J. OJ J bo bo bo b boo 

#ft uilaJ ^^4* j 

which in the margin is thus exprefled in European charadlers f 

Dcr an dergeb ki ^ub geh keb hibu guh gub huh amud hah : 
Mefeuo ymyn eger hesjly zi hahrti hitji o ageh. 

and thus tranflated into Latin ; 

“ In ilia curia Regis Regum uhi interim aliquando contigit ut 
pulvcr palci haheat valorem mentis; aliquando mons nullum valorem 
habet ficuti pulver palei; ne fis igitur ibi fecurc intimidus, fi Iiabcas 
vigilantiam de fua ira ct dc fua dementia.** 


P. D. V. 
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On.ibs different Modes of writing the Word 
in European CbardSters. 


OF this word I had always confidered the pronunciation fo firmly 
eftablifiied by cuftom and the authority of writers for two or three 
centuries, that it was with furprife I found an attempt made to 
change, into the uncouth Bugbdaudt that word fo familiar to the 
eye and ear Bagdad^ or Baugdad^ or Baugb-dad: in Ihort, to introduce 
after the firft letter of the word, when written in our charadlers, the 
fifth, infiead of the firfi, vowel. 

In fuch an inftance no man, probably, would have aflumed a 
right of innovation, who was not perfe(5tly convinced of the pro- 
priety of his fuggefted alteration. Yet Sir William Jones * de- 
fended the more common pronunciation of the word ^abreez 
againft tlie propofed metamorphofe into Tubbaraze: and might, I 
believe with the fame arguments, have fupported the ufual form of 
writing Shiraz or Sbirauz, in preference to that of Sbarauzcj 
ufed by the late excellent and ingenious Orientalifi: Major Davy, in 


* Afutic Rcfcarchcs, Vol. I 
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that admirable work, “ the Injiitutes ofTmour;** frora which the 
examples of innovation above mentioned are given. 

Of the true pronunciation of the firR fyllable might, I 
think, be afccrtained from the accentuation of the word in Arabic 
manufcripts, where the vowel-points are exprefled. It is hardly 
probable that fuch men as Golius, Bochart, Gentius, Herbelot, &c., 
fhould agree in reading it with fatba (giving the found oi a ot e) 
inftcad of damma^ (^0 ox u) unlefs they conhdered fuch to be the 
true accentuation of the word : and nothing but the broad found of 
the firft fyllable could have milled any Orientalift in the derivation 
of the word from baitgh (a garden) in Perfian, 2x\6. Dad^ the 
fuppofed name of fomc ancient Idol. The firll fyllable of Baughs 
dad ( being in orthography radically different from the Perlian 
baugh^ (fpelt with alif) it would Teem that a fimilarity of found 
fuggefled the above derivation, or that from time immemorial the 
Afiatics themfelves have perfevered in fpelling the word wrongly. 

On the other hand it may be faid, that the Ihorter accent of 0 or u 
feems more naturally to affe< 5 l the two component letters of the firft 
fyllable, than the broad open found au or aw; which certainly 
would be much better exprefled by alij' I than underftood : and 
Major Davyds pronunciation (bugbdaud) feems to corroborate the 
internal teftimony of the orthographical conftrudlion, and to dif- 
prove the derivation of the word from laugh, Befides, it may 
be faid, that, if compofed of Perfian words, it fhould be pronounced 
Baugh-i-dad^ from the Izafit^ neceffarily introduced between a 
nominative and" genitive cafe. 


D 2 
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The cafe being thus flated, long prefcnption and refpeftable 
authorities, againft Major Davy and an infinity of Oriental know- 
ledge, an appeal perhaps to fome intelligent Afiatic might produce a 
decifit e (entence and though the point in queftion is not, it mull be 
owned, of \ery great importance, thofc "who have it in their power 
to decide it, will, by a communication on the fubjedl, oblige 

Philologus. 
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ExtraSt of a Journal and Memorandzms luritten 
during a Tour in the Nixam's Country, in the 
Month of November, 1791 


- Novemher 4. 

HAVING taken my leave of the fetifh:Commandant of In- 
necunda, (the laft fort belonging to the Company on the frontiers 
of the Nizam*s territory) and offered my gratefvl acknowledge- 
ments for the civilities I had experienced, I difpatched my tent, 
palanqueen bearers, fervants and baggage, under the efcort of a 
Naig and ten fepoys, at twelve o’clock at noon, in order the 
whole might crofs a Nulla, running by the extreme ends of the 
hills adjoining to the fort of Innecunda, and after pafiing fome ob- 
ffacles, and gaining fome di%nce in my front, they might refreih 
themfelves fo as to be ready to move forward on my joining them ; 
for which purpofe I hired palanqueen bearers: but the evening turn- 
ing out very dark and rainy, I could get no farther than the village 
of Tarlepooroo, about fixteen cofs from Innecunda, containing a 
fmall fort, a pagoda, and fakeer’s tope. I flept in a hovel belong- 

• It may give weight to the opinions of the writer of this journal, (now a Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the army) on the manners and ocrcraonies of Afiatick courts, to mention, that 
he liad the advantage of vifiting therfe of Europe in the train of a Britifli Prince. 
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ing to the fakeer, where the old man having made a brifk fire, and 
my cook having prepared me a good curry of fowl, nee, eggs and 
greens, by the farther affifiance of my hookha, I kept out the cold, 
and pafied a pleafant evening with the old fakeer. 

The next day I reached Cimmum^ where, finding a good mofque 
oppofite to the fort, I had no occafion to pitch my tent. The Kil- 
ledar, an old and mfirm man, neither chofe to admit of my vifit, 
nor entrance into the fort ,• the appearance of the works feemed to 
juftify his jealoufy, fince they appeared in a ruinous condition, and 
commanded by high ground to the north of the Pettah, as well as 
from the mofque where I lodged j in other refpeds the pofition of 
the fort IS ftrong, being furrounded by Paddy fields, without any 
road but one clofe to the fort. In the afternoon the Kil]edar*s 
fon rode by the mofque, well drelTed and efcorted ; he falam^d^ 
but did not Hop i nor had I any vifit from the great men ; but the 
common people ^^ere \er)’ civil and obliging. In this manner I 
travelled till the tenth, when I reached Kunapah, fometimes pitching 
my tent, at others inhabiting clioultnes, or temporary pandals * eredled 
for the convenience of travellers. The road was wild, and the drefs 
and manners of the inhabitants prefented a conlhnt novelty. The 
difference of colour and religion did not prevent my receiving civi- 
lities in c\cry place I halted, where either the Aumildar or his de- 
puty came to offer me their fervice, in diredling my ferv-ants where 
to procure the beft provifions, and often making me a prefent of 
fome fruit. 


• Temponty Ihcdi conftraacd of bamboos and mats. 
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The IHllnefs of an Afiatic journey (fo contrary to the noife and 
buftle of the great roads of Europe) was frequently interrupted by the 
ftirill found of a horn, and the appearance of a band of Polygars 
armed with match-locks and fpears, naked from the head to the 
waiftj fometimes a fwarthy figure, with a bow and quiver of arrows, 
mounted on a camel, would crofs the road : fometimes fmall troops 
of horfe, varioufly armed, overtook me. Thefe I afterwards found 
were on the road to join the Nizam’s armyj but, contrary to my 
expectation from fo undifeiplined a fet, they offered me no molefia- 
.tion ; and I could not avoid obferving, that there is fomething more 
grand and majeftic in the deportment of a wild and martial people, 
than in the tame and uniform appearance of the mofi: civilized Eu«. 
ropeans. * As I approached to Kurrapah, the feene became extremely 
variegated and beautiful, from numerous bodies of horfe dilperfed 
among the woods and avenues, intermixed with the tents and ftan- 
dards of the different Serdars'-f*: the horfes were at piquet, without 
lines or regular order, and the foldiers were fcattered in various 
groupes, feated upon mats or carpets fmoking their hubble-bubbles; 
fome in armour, others half naked, others richly drefled in muflin 
jammas and filk drawers. Among thefe I obferved fome Moghul 
Tartars, who, at variance with the cuftom of Afia, were fitting in 
company, with their women unveiled. 


Having in the morning difpatched an hircarrahy with my com- 
pliments to the Moorifh commandant, I found, on my arrival, he 

• An independant race living under their own chiefs, preferring die hills and forerts 
to cities and villages, and the chacc to hulbandry. 

+ Military Chiefs.* 
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had been gOod enough to order a houfc for my reception, with i 
enclofed yard capable of containing my efcort, feivants, and baggag 
It was iituated oppofite to the palace of the Nabobs of Kurrapal 
now much in ruins, enclofed by high mud walls, with round towe 
of ftone, incapable of defence againft artillery. Very few of tl 
buildings remain entire, but feem to have occupied a great extent 
ground The different court-yards being extremely fpacious, t, 
garden is very pretty, in the center of which nfes a pavilion of ii 
different architedlure and materials, but agreeable from its coolne 
and the profpeft it commands of the country over the garden wal 
The fiyuare upon which it Hands is confiderablc, and raifed abo 
fourteen feet from the ground , within which, encompaffmg tl 
pavilion, IS cut a canal, ten feet deep and as many broad, having 
fountain at each angle of the fquarc The garden abounds wi 
orange, lemon, and cyprefs trees, adjoining to which, m a com 
yard, is a durbar* of Hone, funk in the ground and ovcrflowi 
with water, which ferves to bathe in, as well as to water the gardi 
and iill the canal. 

Though thefe gardens cannot be compared to thofe of Europe 
tafte and variety, they are peculiarly adapted to the retired pleafur 
of a Mohammedan life the principal requilites of which are coc 
nefs, fpace, and fecrecy, belldes that, they bold it both grateful at 

healthy toll! e much among the fragrance of plants and flowers, at 

that pride, jealoufy, and modefty unite in demanding perfeft fecuri 
from all intrufion Hence the high walls, fo inelegant in the ey 


Duriar, hall of audience 
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of a European, are the neceflary guardians of a Mohammedan’s 
honour, and thefafeguard of his pleafures. Within this protedlion, 
fecluded from the world, the voluptuous MulTelman,’ laying alide 
the grandeurs of the day, as well as the irritation of mind which 
ever accompanies ambition, abandons himfelf to a foft repofe; and, 
in the ftillnefs of a Harry night, acquires that ferenity of mind which 
lulls the foul into pleafing complacency, forming a delightful con- 
trail: to the ftormy palTions of an agitated day. Here, negligently 
Hretched upon his couch, he liftens to the melodious fong, and 
contemplates the graceful forms of the furrounding dancers ; or retired 
to therecelTes of the pavilion, amid the odoriferous fmoke of incenfe, 
he abandons himfelf to the delights of love. 

Having rewarded my guide, I retired to myown houfe, and on 
the 1 2th paid my lefpeds to our lefident. Sir John Kennaway (known 
in the Nizam’s camp by the title of the Nabob Dilaver Jung,) 
The Hate and retinue of our ambaflador, correfponded to the ideas 
of the court where he relided, and was worthy the policy and mag- 
nificence of the power by which he was employed — ^Joined to thefe 
advantages, Sir John poflelTed Hill greater in his local knowledge, 
and the moll: fcrupulous adherence to cuftoms, by the due obfervance 
of which, the Afiatics can alone be conciliated, 

A few days afterwards, Sir John prefented me to the Nizam’s 
minifter, then known by the title of Murjlnd Ul Muluck^ but fub- 
fequently honored with that of Azem VI Omra . — He received us in 
the public tent, which was very large, and covered with carpets. — 
After embracing us, we all fat down and converfed upon the news 
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of the day, in which the minifter difpUyed all the eafe and elegance 
of the moR polilhcd courtier. After a time we retired to the pri- 
vate tent, where, inftcad of fitting upon the ground, the minifter’s 
attention had prepared chairs for us, and carrying his politenefs ftill 
farther, he infilled upon our fmoking our hoohkas, which in Afia 
is not cuftomary in the prefence of a fuperior; having at length ex- 
preffed out defire to depart, the Eeelk was brought in elegant filver 
boxes j the minifier’s turban was richly adorned with pearls and 
emeralds. After an interval of a few days, I went to pay my court 
to the Prince Sehmier J^ih, the Nizam’s fecond fon, and comman- 
der in chief of the army. The public tent, which was extremely 
fpacious, with feveral others. Hood in the center of a large fjuare, 
enclofcd with tent walls about feven feet in height, fupported by 
crofs bamboos, which I was given to underlland to be a mark of 
fovereignty. 

The ground of the tent was level and finoothed with care, co- ' 
vered with carpets, over which was fpread a white cloth j in the 
center was the Mu/nud, furrounded by pillows of white mullin. 
Upon our entrance the tent was empty, but we were foon joined by 
the minificr, who defiring us to be fated oppofite the Mu/nud, re- 
tired into the inner tent. But foon appearing in company with the 
prince, we rofe to meet him ; the prince bowed rcfpeafully to every 
one, and embraced us all ; then defiring us to fit upon his tight hand, 
he feated himfclf upon the Mu/nud, and the minificr fated himfelf 
on the ground behind him, holding a bunch of peacock’s feathers 
mounted in a filver handle, with which he frequently fanned the 
prince. The Dutbat now commenced, and the different firdars, or 
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military chiefs, came to pay their’ court. Upon their entrance into 
the fquare at a confiderable diftance before the tent, they flood flill ; 
when the proper officer calls out their titles, defiring the prince to 
turn the light of his countenance upon fuch a one, upon which the 
prince inclines his head thattvay, and the firdar advances, till, being 
near the prclencc, he nearly touches the ground with his right hand, 
and bowing llowly, brings it back to his forehead; after which, he 
fits down on the prince’s right hand, and enters familiarly into con- 
verfation. The MouhafeddUs, writers, and lower ranks, touch the 
ground three times with both hands, with other minute ceremonies 
of refpedi:. 


The prince’s turban was magnificently ornamented with jenels, 
and his necklace and bracelets were of thefineflpearl. Except the mi- 
nifter, the other chiefs had no jewels, but wore their flueldsflungover 
the (houlder, and a handfome piece of armour upon the right hand, 
ornamented with black fringe, called Dujthanna, After feme con- 
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at random, without proper pickets in front, flank, or rear, and m 
confccpience of this and other negligence, are eafy to be furprifed— 
in ftiort, thefe numerous bodies of robufl men and aftive horfes 
feemed defigned for no other purpofe than to adorn the march of 
their chief, who rides in the midft of them upon his elephant, his 
flandard difplayed upon another, attended by Chubdars*, calling out_ 
his titles. 

There is, indeed, fo little difcipline, even m form, that no orders 
are given for a march, but this intelligence is conveyed to the diffe- 
rent chiefs by means of their refpedive news writers, who attend 
the mimfter's Durbar every evening for information ; there is alfo, 
as in othei governments upon the decline, little attention to merit ; 
preferment is obtained by birth and connexion, by intrigue and 
cabal, and other means equally degrading and dcftruflive to the 
military character— once obtained, the Sirdars of horfe maybe con- 
fidered individually as very powerful and independent chiefs. 

I had long defired to view the natives of Hindoftan in the free 
cxercife of all their prejudices andcuftoras, unbiafTedby the prefence 
of an European power, and the penod was now arrived when my 
cunofity was likely to meet a full indulgence, in a camp of ten 
thoufand horfe, compofed of the fubjedls of an independant power, 
and appertaining to a prince, whofe anceftor, the celebrated Ntzam 
VI Muluck, eftabhflied the fovereignty of the Dekkan^ and whofe 

• Servants of ftate bearing filverand gold like thofe now in ufe by the com- 

manders and field officers of the body guard, when in waiting at St James’s Palace 



1797-] ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 29 

court, upon the decline of the Moghul empire, became the afylum 
of the moft illuftrious Mohammedan families. To whatever country 
of Europe the traveller diredls his Reps, he meets with people ready 
to give him information, and proud to difplay their knowledge; in 
Afia the reverfe occurs; the natives are difficult of accefs, averfe to 
Grangers , and referved in their manners — Slaves to their own cuftoms, 
they hold thofe of other nations in contempt. Ever defirous to pre- 
lerve their own dignity, they are too apt to confider the uniludied 
manners and familiarity of the Englifli, as jnarks of difrefpedl, 
and will never conceive we dare to condudl ourfelves in like manner 
to our own fuperiors. 

And the bigoted part of the Mohammedans confider many of our 
cuftoms as impurities ; fuch as the drinking wine, eating pork, and 
mixing the hair with pomatum, ^vhich they know to be compofed 
of hog*s lard. In this manner the intercourfe between the generality 
of Engliffi and Mohammedans becomes rare and diRant — in fliort, 
feldom takes place but upon occafions of neceffity. But the traveller, 
polTeffing the fortitude to make a temporary refignation of his oivn 
cuftoms, and the pliability of afliiming others, will fecure to him- 
felf a kind reception ; if he will condefeend to appear pleafed with 
their amufements, all they have to ofter will be beftowed with libe- 
rality ; for the Muflelmen are by nature generous and hofpitable. 
The freedom of accefs once obtained by thefe means, the diftant 
and referved manner of a haughty man, concerned in fupporting his 
authority in the,eyes of his people, againft the fuppofed attacks of 
a ftranger, difappear — and after all, to exchange a hat for a turban, 
the confined garb of Europe, for the cool and eafy drefs of Afia, 
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are no great difficulties— to give up avine, to renounce pork, to lay 
afide Lines and forks md employ your fingers, to recline upon a 
carpet and pillow s inftcad of a chair , all thefe, a traveller, endowed 
with zeal and curiofity, will facnfice to the fearch of knowledge 
and truth, or he lo\es himfelf better than either, and has miftaken 
his profefTion 

It IS here far from my intention to alTert, that a European wear- 
ing the habit of Ins country, is thereby liable to infult and incivility. 
On thecontrar), lie will be politely received at Ilated intervals by 
thofc in office, but lie will probably perceive that thefe attentions are 
more addrefied to the power he reprefents, than to himfelf, that 
the comcrfation will be formal, and made up of unmeaning com- 
pliments, chiefly addreffied to him from the fupenor and that the 
reft of the company will remain m a circumfpcft filence , that his 
drefs will debar him from mixing m the crowd, from attending 
\arious fcrtivals and ceremonies, and will entirely pre\ent any com- 
municition with the foftcr fex, from whofc focial mtcrcourfe, plca- 
furcand knowledge arc derived mail countries, — ^for the Muflelmen 
ha\c a pro\crb, 

That “ without lo\ c, the chirm of this w orld in a moment difiblves.'* 
IT CiU»Vl= y ^ UU" ^ UL-s aS* 

AV Jtfchuch kefriac khoulta by Pul me Tahfmaat Jeban ka 

In the intcnals of retirement, I reflcdlcd upon all the noielties I 
hid feen, and confefs that my pall reading upon Afiatic fubjeSs af- 
forded me but httle light, as fewauthors haic condcfccndcd to enter 
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fufficicntly into detail ; ncvcrthclcfs in a political view, cuAom, pre- 
judice, and prcponcflion, arc matters of infinite importance, for the 
multitude will ever be incapable of the full ufe of rcafon, fince thofc 
poflefled of all the means of education and inftniftion feldom attain 
it. Hence to make conquefts, and prcfcr\'e them, arc vcjy'difiinfi 
matters, and accompliflicd by very different means ; for in order to 
give a fccurc motion to any complex machine, its materials and 
compofition fltould be known. 


Imprcffcd with thefe maxims, I humbly conceive every traveller 
docs well to fubmit to bis countr)*, obfcr\'ations which have arifen 
from local knowledge, fince out of mucli drofs it is pofliblc feme 
pure gold maybe cxim^lcd; and by whatever cufioms or prejudices 
mankind arc enflaved, tliat vciy circumfiancc renders the knowledge 
of importance; as in the pra<flicc of worldly affairs, all Heps are of 
confcquencc; bad ones arc fometimes irreparable. Before, then, we 
advance a foot, it is ncccffar}' to be acquainted with the ground we 
arc to tread upon, and in the government of fo many millions of 
people, whofc Hrongeft link to us wdll be opinion, we fiiould en- 
deavour to penetrate the rcccffcs of the human heart, and feel the 
fprings which give it motion. Thole who have never travelled, 
conceive their own country /iipcrior lo any other, and its cuHoms 
the moft excellent ; we lliould, therefore, in deciding upon any 
cuHom, lay .afidc our ow'n prejudices, and c.xaminc all things w’ith 
indifference; from which it commonly rcfults, that after awhile, 
you perceive the cuHoms of each country have arifen with propriety 
from its locality and climate. 
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I have therefore little doubt, that when, by the laborious refearches 
of our countrymen, the depths of oriental learning fliall be explored, 
we fliall difeover good precepts of morality and found philofophy ; 
and that the munificent Creator has not confined the light of reafon 
to tile porticoes of Greece, or the confines of Europe, but fuffered 
the pure radiance to* diffiife and illumine the more populous countries 
of Afia. 


ITa be continued. 1 
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'ebrew naming Hand. 


OF the running''han(l, called in Hebrew (Kemijhmab )y 

which the Jews of Holland ufe in their familiar correlpondence, 
the annexed plate reprefents the alphabet, ihewing 'its variations 
from the large printed charaifter," or that* which they call ni3''Jl3 
(Kitibooth)t that is, like 'ivvithig', or refembling the ancient written 
letters. This running hand differs alfo from that ufed in the primed 
Rabbinical works, (which is but a^vanation of the Kitibooth): 
called, from the initial letters of (the'*^i?<7i^^/ Solomon .If aac,' 

'Rajhi. * V 

\ 

\ , * 

1 have given the beginnning _of^the firft„chapter-of the->p^5j 
mSK (Pirke Aboth), or ** Rabbinical Sentences,” written in this 
running hand, which the reader may. compare with the lame paflage 
in the printed charadler, as follows, (the words being arranged in 
the fame order) : 

'D''jpi'7 yawin’'? moDV ’yoo min “jap nti'D 
nVnjn noja ■’tyjN'? nnoD "’N'’3 ji d'-n's:'? o'-jpn 
’onm Ti'tht) njsN on 
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** Moyfes legem accepit e Monte Sinai, et docuit earn JofujEj 
Jofua traditit earn Senioribus; 'Scniores Prophetis, Prophetic de- 
derunt earn viris Magnic Congregationis. Illi autem tria hiec nobis 
documenta dedere • 

“ Mofes received the law from Mount Sinai, and taught it to 
Jofhuaj Jofhua gave it to the Eld^; the Elders to the Prophets, 
and the Prophets to the men of the Great Congregation. They 
have left us thefe three precepts **— — 

See the niSS (page S) following Phil. Aqui- 
nus’s ** Primigeniffi Voces, feu Radices Breves Lin- 
gute Sanilaj.” Lutef, Paris, 1620. 





ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 


35 


i797'l 


Ct^ck Iiifcriptio7i. 


THE annexed Engraving rcprefents the Cufick, or ancient 
Arabian characters, inferibed on a paileboard, in pofleffion of 
William Oufeley, Efq. A very learned and ingenious traveller, to 
whom a copy of thefe lines ^vas communicated, , before the prefent 
publication, informed a friend of the Editor, that he has feen in 
Chaldea many fimilar inferiptions carved on Itone. 

The Engraving is reduced to about quarter the fize of the original, 
in which fome of the letters have been injured by time and infeCts. 
It was purchafed, along wth a large collection of Arabick and 
Perfian manuferipts, from a perfon who could not give any account 
which might lead, to an explaiiation of it. It is therefore fubmitted 
to our Oriental and antiquarian readers; and a tranfeript in modem 
characters, with a tranflation, requefted. 


F a 
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*'j’’ uj'i) 

C 13 W ^ iXjXh^ aT 

a} 2 i^ A5^.£sJ>r aT 

^li 

\X^ Jj aT 
aP 

kAsSL^H^ A^ ^ 

Ctfk^kw j4 aT 

v' 1; u^D 

vVs** *5^;-«* Aib jA aT 
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Perjian Lines on the DEITT, quoted m the 
Hiflorical Work, intitlcd “ Tarikh Moagem 
fi athar Moluck -Aragem.” — Tra7iflated by 
W. OUSELET, Efq. 


— “ WHO made manifeft the vital and intellcdliial powers : 
Who confirmed the foundation of underftanding : 

Who, into the form of the human frame, breathed his animating 
fpirit : 

Who bellowed reafon, and infpired the foul : 

Who painted with lively colours the cheek of the tulip, 

And made of the dew-drop an ornament for the rofe-bud : 

Who crowned the fummit of the heavens with a diadem of con- 
llellations, 

And tinged the hard bofom of the ruby with a vivid glow : 

Who enkindled the fire of the moon as a nodturnal lamp, 

And perfumed the flower garden with the fragrance of burning in- 
cenfe ; ‘ 

Who fpread out the earth on the face of the water, 

And formed precious pearls from the tears of the clouds 

* This paffage alludes to an opinion, common among the Afiaticks, that the pearls 
found in certain fliell-fifii are produced from drops of ran- water which they imbibe. 
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Sonnet, by the Poet SADI, paraphrqfed from 
the Peifan. 


THRICE happy night I aufpicious mom ! 

Bleft harbinger of mirth and joy j 
Day that declares the Spring’s return ; 
Foreboding blifs that ne’er can cloy. 

Strike, ftrike the drum : let mufic tell 
The bleflings Spring fhall fcatter round : 
Fragrance fliall float on every gale. 

And opening fiow’rets paint the ground. 

But foft I— what heavenly ftiape appears, 
Shedding pale luftre like the moon ? 

Some angel’s form the Vilion wears ; 

Sweet Maid 1 that angel form’s thine own. 

Tho* Malice flrive to blaft our fame, 

And Envy’s tongue malignant prove, 

We’ll cherifti flill our virtuous flame. 

And death alone fljall end our love. 
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Olv tlje Chriflianity of the Mohaminedaiis ; luitb 
Anecdotes 0 /' MURAD REG, a Turki/lj 
Writer, of the Jixteeiiib Centiiry. 


** THE Mujjehians are already a fort of heterodox Chrijltans ; 
they are Chrijlians^ if Locke reafons juftly, becaufe they firmly 
believe the immaculate conception, divine charadler, and miracles, 
of tile MessiXh; but they are heterodox m denying vehemently 
his chara^ler of Son^ and his equality as Gody with the Father, of 
whofe unity and attributes they entertain and exprefs the moft awful 
ideas , while they confider our dodlrine as perfeft bUfphemy, and 
infift that our copies of the Scriptures have been corrupted both by 
yews and Chrijiiansd* 

Sn W. Jones on l/je Gods of Greece y Italy y and India, 

Having with a particular view devoted fome time to the Rudy of 
Mohammedan theology, and perufed feveral voluminous commen- 
taries on the Koratiy it grieved me to find, that fuch animofities 
■flvould burn agamft Chnjlians in the minds of men, who themfelves 
want fo little of being (in point of belief) literally C/jiifians, as 
the followers of the Arabian Impoftor. 
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Say to the Poet’s jealous foe, 

“ Turn nor on him thy lurid eye — 

“ Sadi’s more bleft than man below, 

“ For Love exalts him to the Iky.”— 

Yet I have paR whole nights in lighs, 
Condemn’d the abfent fair to mounj ; 
But fhe appears — and Sorrow flies ; 

And Pleafuie fmiles on her return. 

And when in memory’s view I place 
The pangs that bade me then complain. 
More vaft I feel the prefent blifs, 

Contralled with the former pain. 


[No. 1. 


P. D. V. 
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On the Chrjjlianity of the Mohammedans; with 
Anecdotes of MURAD BEG, a Turkifh 
Writer, o/" thejixteenth Centnrtj. 


** THE Mujj'elmans arc already a fort of heterodox Cbnjlians ; 
they are Cbrijlians^ if Locke rcafons juftly, bccaufe they firmly 
believe the immaculate conception, divine charadter, and miracles, 
of the Messiah j but they are heterodox in denying vehemently 
his charadter of Son, and his equality as God, with the Father, of 
whofe unity and attributes they entertain and exprefs the moft awful 
ideas j while they conlider our dodtrinc as perfedl blafphcmy, and 
infift that our copies of the Scriptures have been corrupted both by 
yews and Cbrijlians,*' 

Sir W. Jones on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and India, 

Having with a particular view devoted fome time to the ftudy of 
Mohammedan theology, and perufed leveral voluminous commen- 
taries on the Koran, it grieved me to find, that fuch animofities 
fhould burn againfi: Chrl/iians in the minds of men, who themfelves 
want fo little of being (in point of belief) literally Chrijiians, as 
the followers of the Arabian Impoftor. 
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through the medium of the veiy exadl tranflrttion into Latin by 
Maracci, into French by Monf. Savary, and into Englifii by tiie 
moft learned Sak, the tenets of the Koran, in rcfpedt to the fanaitj 
of Chrift, may be underftood hy the mere European reader. To 
the traditions recorded in that book of the MeJJ'uthy many have been 
added by the commentators, and fomc by the poets : for it is not 
unufual among thefe of Perfia and Turkey to allude (even in their 
profane and unchafte compofitions) to the miraculous power of 
Isa’s (Jesus’s) breath, which could give health to the infirm, and 
reftore the deceafed to life. Thefe allufions are by no means ironically 
or irreverently intended . I ha\e read in fome Travels^ of a Turk 
who was baftmadoed almoft to death for uttering difrcfpcdful 
words againft the Mejftah^ (although he might ^with impunity have 
cruelly abufed the followers of that divine perfonage). And, when 
their poets fpeak of him, (let their allufions be e\er fo filly or in- 
decorus) they fpeak of him (according to a learned critick) “ in 
the fame manner that they would do of Mohammed himfclf 

A very curious Trcatife on the Mohammedan Religion lately fell 
into my poffeffion, written m the Turkifh language, and in ajair 
hand, with a Latin verfion running along the margin of every page, 
both Turkifii and Latin the compofition of Murad or Morat Beg, 

• Abfit tamen, ut ex eo poeti jmpjetatjs aiguatur, aiquc MelTiam ludibno habuiffe 
cenfendus fit, cum Mahometam omnes, elfi non divinitatem, fumroam tamen SarnSi- 
tatem m Meflia recognofeant, quern rt Spintum Dei & Vtrgmis filium & divinum 
Prophetam uno omnes ore profitentur Atquc adeo qiiod hic de Chnfto djcit, de 

Muhamede ipfo liberc dixiflet, mfi res peculiarem figuram & allufionem mvoUcret 

Revicjly's Spictm Poes Per/ 97 
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whofe original jnanufcript I believe this to have been. From this 
work I fliall firft feledl: a few paflages exprelling the Mufchnaruck 
opinions concerning Christ; and then prefent fome extradls con- 
taining anecdotes of the author. 

It appears to me that, by the Mohammedans, Christ is held 
of a rank next to their pfeudo-prophet in fandity. In the preface 
to his book, Mtnad Beg informs us, that 

CaJ'Xil 

&C. i!b^ 


“ At the beginning ten tables were given to the Prophet Adam; 
after that, fifty tables were fent from above to the Prophet Seth ; 
then thirty were given to the Prophet Enoch, and ten fent from 
heaven to the Patriarch Abraham t to Mofes the Prophet was given 
the book Tcurat’^: and after (hat, to David the book of Pfalms: 
latterly unto Jesus the Prophet \vas given the Gofpel\: and, laft of 
all, on the blefied Mohammed was beftowed the divine Koran,** &c. 

&c. aHjJ j AiT iS ts-***^ *l^yaa2» 

“ Thus, when our Lord Jesus invited the Pharifees and Jews to 

his true catholic faith,” &c. all thofe who denied the Lord 

Jesus have been condemned 

* Anbtck word for the Pentateuch, derived from the Hebrew min 

fignifying the Law of Mofes. 

t Engcel, from the Greek EvecIyeXtop, 


G 2 
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^ JJjl Jal-AS <r" ■* 

&c. ^U4*i» J'-U' j*A* 

“ But the miracle of the revivification of the dead, and the healing 
of the fick through the Lord Jesus, has been fufficicntly authen- 
ticated The people of his time, devoting themfelvcs much to the 
ftudy of phyfical arts, were very learned m them. Although Jesus 
came in the time of the moft excellent phyficians, yet did he, 
through the grace of the Moft High, and the power of the name 
of God, excell them all, and reftore the dead to life*’— &.c. 

jjd U aI/1 ^ t5««Aj e ^irsi 4 X }^1 (54L 

»asJ L j ^^-.4! (^<X»1 jyds L* ^ f .>Xt ^ ^ 

A>C> ^ 


For when the Lord Jesus was celebrated for fo many and fo 
great miracles, and fuch external and internal dodtrme manifefted 
in him, even to his holy and faithful apoftles, (who were ever 
prefent with him, famflified by the dehghtfulnefs of his moft fweet 
converfation) through the divine Spirit, a power of healing difeafes 
and reftoring the dead to life was given.** 

^ aT wUjUs* ^ Ks* y axjUs 

»Ua.i ^ (_j3cV9 Ojila ^ J yJa 

*r ^ juiw *r s^jT aXj ^ 

Sec, oyfj.4 jdAA* \j^ya j 


“ When the Chnftian people faw the various mitades of the 
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Lord Jesus : when they knew that he was begotten without a 
father : that, after his biith, Mary his mother remained a Virgin 
immaculate: that he raifed fo many dead to life: and, finally, that 
he himfelf afeended into heaven, — they thought that he perfonally 
and efientially partook of the Divinity. Yet, when they faw him 
eating, drinking, fitting, Aanding, walking, fleeping, wearied, 
hungry, thirfty, tailing fweet and bitter, fuffering anguifli, — in- 
confiftent with the dignity of divine nature, and fuited only to vile 
mortals, — they then fuppofed that his human and celcftial natures 
were blended together : and, fince they allow him to partake of the 
Divinity, they arc under the necefiity of adoring him as God 
himfelf j and in this irrational and vain opinion, although they 
inconfiftently afiert the Unt/y of the MoA High, yet they worfliip 
Christ as a part, feparated from him — an emanation of the 
Deity.” 


jjoj UU JjJT jS" J 

. &c. ^ ^ jj ^ i-^j 

** The Lord Jesus alfo fays in the gofpcl, “ The poflefiion of 
heaven and of earth has been given unto me,** which words are 
moft true. For fince the Lord Jesus was the efpecial prophet and 
meflenger of God, and had the power of performing fo many mi- 
racles, that he fiiould have greater power is not to be wondered at; 
but if, according to the falle opinion of the Chriftian^, Chrift uas 
really God himfelf, he would not have find “ it has been given to 
me,** he would have rather faid, “ I myfelf am the Creator of all 
thefe things,** &:c. 
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From the paflages here given, and that which I have placed at 
the head of this effay, (borrowed from the writings of a moft ex- 
cellent fcholar and antiquary, philofopher and ChriRian.) it uould 
feem, that, predifpofed as they are in favour of the MefTnh, the 
converfton of the Mohammedans to his pure faith might eafily be 
effedted , the attempt has been made m various ways, but always, 

I believe, with the fame fuccefs. The eventof the Crufades protcs, 
that the bloody fword of war is not the fit inftrument for propagating 
the mild religion of Jesus, and the praifeworthy labours of the 
Romifii Mifiionaries, notwithfianding their perfuafive and infinua- 
ting manners and addrefs, have been crowned, I fear, with but little 
fuccefs in the making of profclytes ; yet I cannot help thinking that 
much of the difguft which the Mohammedans exprefs for the Chnf- 
ttan mode of worlhip, may be afcribed to external caufes, which 
being removed, their objediions might naturally be expedted to die 
away The religious ceremonies of thofe nations of Chnftendom, 
which border on Turkey, and with which the inhabitants of Egypt, 
Barbary, and the Levant, in general, have immediate intercourfe, 
prefent to the eye a femblance of idol-worftiip, the very idea of 
which excites horror in a Muficiman, and would check at once 
every inquiry (were he difpofed to make one) into the real merits 
of the Chriftian faith. 

I now proceed to give, in his own words, feme account of Mm ad 
Begi from \\hofe work the above-quoted Turkilh paSges have been 
extraded , its title is as follows . 



ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 


1797.] ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 47 

Near the condufion of his book, this modeft MufTcIman has 
thefe words ; 


dec. 


“ Thus have I colleded together in writing, thefe fentences', 
forming, as it were, a mote from the funbeam, ora fingle drop from 
the ocean, hoping that none of my worthy brethren in the true faith, 
(i. e. of Mohammed) who may read this book, will accufe me of 
impiety or blafphcmy; at lead, I entreat that with a benevolent mind 
they may deign to corrc<ft wliatcver errors fliall be found in it, and 
think me, the moft humble and abjedl Murad Beg their flave, wor- 
thy of being remembered in their prayers to the Lord, as we are 
taught byhimfcif in the Koran thus. 


Although I began the compofition of this book in the Turkifli 
language^ in the year of our prophet^s flighty 96 and of the Fir- 
gin delivery^ (i. e. the birth of Chrift) 1556, and would have fi- 
niflied it in the fpace of another year; yet my chief defire was, that 
the Moft High of his wonderful clemency might enable me to tranf- 
late it into the Latin fongue ; a tongue common to all the learned 
who worfhip the Messiah, whether of Italy or France, Hungary, 
Germany or Poland, Bohemia, Portugal, and Spain; that the uti- 
lity of this book might be known to all, even the Chriflians, and 
the merits of the true faith of Islam, (Mohammedanifm.) I 
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have diligently laboured for that Chriftian flock j why fliould not 
men in health and vigour a«ft as phyficians to thofc who arc difeafed? 
I have efpccially laboured in this, lince 1 myfclf, weak mortal, by 
nation a llungartan^ before I was taken by the Mujfchmns in the 
war of Mubnje*^ had always clofcly applied to the Rudy of the 
Latin language. I was fevcntccn years old when brought into the 
land of IJJam; and at firR, I raRily, and without confidcration, em- 
braced that holy faith j but by degrees, I have fince acquired a true 
knowledge of its difcipliiic, fo gracious lias the Lord, in Iiis meriy, 
been to me; and let us hope that he will fuRcr the laft hour to be 
fpent in the fame faith. Through thedirciRion of the Deity, I have 
written the praifes of tlic moR holy book, yJl Koran, and have ce- 
lebrated tbe name of the prophet ; and although not much experien- 
ced in the Latin tongue, and deficient in the elegancies thereof, I 
truRthatthofe learned in that language will take in good part my en- 
deavours to fpread the glory of the tnic faith to the four comers of 
the world, and the fplcndour of the prince and nilcr of the faithful, 
in the religion of Iflam: of him who has been conRitutedby God, 
our governor and the guardian of all true believers, Sultan Murat 
Khan, the fon of Sultan Selim Khan, the fon of Sultan Soleynian 
Khan, and of all his predeceflbrs of auguR memory, whofe burial 
places may the facred light of heaven illumine I 

“ Yet I fear, leR I be one of thofe whom the Lord thus fpeaks 
to in the Koran : “ Pretend ye to point out the riglit way to others, 
ye who have loR your own?” 
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** In the year of our prophet’s flight, 974, of the Virgin-birth 
of the Mefliah, 1567, I began the Latin vcriion of this book, 
which, in the following year, I finiflicd; tis true, I %vas unworthy 
of fuch a talk; but, taking a pen into my hand, I found that the 
more I wrote, the faftcr flowed ideas into my head and pen. 

" When I ^vas a captive in the land of the Chrillians, there came 
to me many of their learned men to difpute with me on religion ; 
much did I fuffer in that captivity: but I bore all for love of the 
divine faith with patience; for, in patience during affliftion, is the 
true fervice of Goo. In this manner pafled I thirty months leading 
a life of darknefs in their dungeons; finally the Moft High, who 
converts anguifli into cotnfort, and gives joy after fadnefs, poured 
his divine grace on the illuftrious Lord of auguft memory, the moft 
clement Rustem Pasha, (who(c foul may God preferve) who 
having liberated me, vile flave, from captivity, brought me into the 
prefence of the moft potent and invincible Ccefar of glorious me- 
mory, Sultan Soleyman, and informed his highnels that I 
poflefled the power of interpreting all writings in the Latin and 
Hungarian tongues ; therefore I have been thought worthy of being 
eledted into the number of his highnefs’s interpreters,’* 


I. U. • 
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Remarks on the Collation o/" Manijcripts ; with 
various Readings in the Guliftan o/" SADI . — 
Ry Major Ouseley. 


WE may, perhaps, dafs among the moft irkfomc labours of a 
literary man, the talk of collating feveral manufcnpt copies of the 
fame work, a talk, howe\er, which muft be performed with 
accuracy and diligence, previous to the corred publication of any 
ancient author, if our objed be to obtain the genuine and original 
reading of the text 

When copies of any celebrated work are fo multiplied as among 
the Afiaticks, it is not furprifing that the negligence, hurry, and 
Ignorance of tranfcnbers fliould occalion numerous and confiderable 
errors Perhaps we may afcribe fomc of the variations found m 
Oriental manufcnpts to the fuppofed learning of either the tranfcriber 
or the pofTeffor of a book, who may fancy that he correds only 
becaufe he alters or curtails, and that he improves becaufe he adds 
From the peculiar conftrudion of the charafters in which they are 
written, Arabick, Perfian, and Turkilh manufcnpts are moft liable to 
variations and defeds The flight inflexion or curvation of a ftroke 
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which ought to be llraight, or the omilfion or mifapplication of a 
fingle point, will occafion the total change of a word, and con- 
fequently may afledl the fenfe of an entire paflage. Thole, there- 
fore, who undertake the publication in print of any Oriental work,* 
will perceive the neceflity of accurately collating as many manufeript 
copies as can be procured. 

But many pafTages are fo cfientially in/ignificant, as not to derive 
importance from any poflible partial alteration : and of words re- 
dundant, (which are found, I believe, in the writings of every na- 
tion) certain expletives and particles, the variations, or, indeed, the 
total omiflion, may, in many cafes, be of little confequence. 

The attention of the Oricntalift fhould be particularly dlrefted to 
the collation of palTages which invoh'c aJluhons to hiilory, mytho- 
where proper names arc found, or obfeure 
and doubtful words, which, by a flight alteration, the addition of 
a point, or tranfpofition of a letter, may be rendered important. 

Whenever paflages of this nature occurred during my perufal of 
the works of Viidauji^ Sadi, Nizami, and Hafiz, I have not been 
deterred by the drynefs and difficulties of the undertaking from col- 
lating as many manufeript copies as I could obtain; notwithftanding 
the difeouraging circumftances of inaccuracy of hand writing, the 
want of regularity in the arrangement and divifion of chapters, the 
omiffion of thofe marks which diflinguifli poetry from profe, &c. 

Being fortunate enough to poflefs (befides the two printed 


H 2 
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editions) feven manufcript copies of Sadi's Gulijlatiy and to have 
accefs to others in publick and private colleiftions, I have examined 
in all, the readings of fuch paflages as I entertained doubts of, and 
•in many inftances have found very extraordinary and material va- 
riations. 

Of four paflages in that juftly-admired work, I fliall here prefent 
the reader with the various readings which I have remarked ; refer- 
ving fome others for a future number of this Mifcellany. 

The First variation in the manufcript and printed copies occurs 
in the third line of the following tctraflich, which is found in 
Gentius’s printed edition, (Folioy Amji, 3651, p. 180, chap, ii.) 
and immediately precedes the beginning with J, &c. 

^ s i jb' **1=5 

j ^IaUjct j oLie 

“ Suavls Vox ex palatOy ore, labioque dulci ^profeBla) 

She Mujica arte temperetury Jive noriy animum demulcet 
Si vero cmticafeufini UJhak, Safaban atque Hafehas, 

Ex abjurda cantatoTts gula projiuxerintt ingrata eruntd' 

So are the Perfian lines tranflated by Gentius, p. i8i, where he 
expreffes by Hafehas what we would miteHeJaz; and refers to a 
Ihort note (p. 574.) on the three perdehs, or modes of Perlian 
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mufick, which Sadi mentions, but on which it is not within the 
compafs of my prefcnt Eflay to offer any obfervations. 

This paflage is found the fame in the Gulijian comprifeJ among 
the Worh ofSadeCy printed at Calcutta, in folio, 1791, Vol. I. 


One of my manufeript copies has the third line thus, 

t 

which makes us acquainted with a fourth perdeh^ or mufical mode. 


A copy, which once belonged to Ed-a'ard Worthy MountaguCi be- 
. lides \\\tperdeh of Khornjfany mentions -that of Irak; 

s 

with which two other manuferipts agree. 

But one very beautiful copy differs from all thofe above fpoken 
of, and introduces a fixth mufica] mode, thus, 

And in a fine manufeript, brought from Perfia by the celebrated 
Chardin, the tetraftich cannot be found, although the book wants 
not any of its original leaves.' 

The Second Paflage, of %vhich I fhall here mark the variations, 
occurs in the third chapter of the Gulijian^ (near the end) and is 
thus given by Gentius, p. 392 : 

^ tflA b 
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>■ Arabm quendam fuijfe, qui cum ahquantum teris accumii- 

hjfet, no3u Luamrum metu, felus in cedibus fms fmnum non 
capiebat.*' 

A mark of reference is placed before luamrum^ by which Gentios 
rendered the Perfian % but I have fought in vain among the 

notes for an explanation of the Latin word. The Calcutta Sadi 
has this paflage as follows, p. ijt- 

^ *5Ui ji ^ 43^^ b 

See, 

And the Mountague manufeript, already mentioned, thus ; 

yl *5--s ^ iyi b t5iT® 

with the word ^ as explanatory or fynonimus, written in a fmaller 
character over the word 

Another copy gives it in the following manner : 


I lliall here obferve, that Gentius* makes a diftindlion bet\..^.. 
the word ^jz. Areb^ and Aarab; which feems not to have been 
attended to in the MSS. The former, he fays, fignifies an Arabian 
in general, five urbes, fine pages. Jive deferta incolat the latter, 
the Arab of the Dcfert, the Nomade, who, forfaking cities and 
villages, **fola deferta ct campejlria inhabitat d* 


P- 597- 


. • Nota ad Ro&r, Polit. 
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The next manufcript I Iliall quote neither mentions the 
nor the but has the paflage thus : 

^ S4S.«J i; 

mentioning the Arab*s fears, without the occafion of them. 

It is pretty obvious, however, that appiehenfions on account of 
his money deprived him of reft: and Mr. Sulivan, in his “ Seledl 
Fables from the Guliftan ** has thus tranflated the words in 
queftion: — “ An Arabian once bad coUe^ed fame money; and all 
night t fiom the dread of loftng this money ^ he had no rejld'—^ 

The Chardin MS., which I have before fpoken of, gives the 
paflage as follows : 

^ h 

mentioning the Arab’s dread of foUtude. With this reading another 
copy in my pofTeflion thus nearly agrees : 

b 

The Next paflage in the Guhyia/h of which I fhall remark the 
variations, occurs in the laft ftory but one, of the third chapter: I 
mean that which begins with the words y-)l» 

The paflage is given by Gentius (p. 298) as follows : 

X » 

uaaoj <Xaas ^ [j i 

and thus tranflated by him in the oppofite page : 

— “ In jucundum Cyropolis camputn prodiit, ct mperavit ut an- 
ntilum globofamof cujufdam conditorii ajigeretit.**-^ 


Page no. Oftavo. London, 1774. 
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With the Perfian reading of Gentius, the Calcutta Edition agrees, 
except that a final ts is added to the word Wt"— t' 

this word I Ihall here remark, that one manufcript i\hich I have 

feen fpells it (no doubt improperly) thus, It is the name 

of that delightful fpot, the fame of which has been celebrated in 
(he admirable ftanzas of the Poet Hafz^ and perpetuated by the 
elegant tranflation of Sir William Jones *. 

Boy, let yon liquid ruby flow, 

And bid thy penfi\e heart be glad . 

^Whate’er the frowning zealots fay, 

Tell them their Eden cannot Ihow 
A ftream fo clear as Roaiabad^ 

A bower fo fwcet as Mofcllay ** 

Over the word m a manufcript which I fhall hereafter 

quote, that learned and moft inftruQive tra\eller Chardin has written 
eampumfacrum^ by Gentius tianfiated jucundum, 

A fmall md very beautiful copy agrees with the reading of the 
CalcKUa EdiCtaa above menctoaed , as does another large and valu- 
able Manufcript, which has the following marginal note on the 
word Mofellay^ written in a minute and remarkably neat charafter • 

• Periian Grammar, p 132 Third Edstm 

Poems and Tnnflations, &.c p 60 Stcend EdiUsn 
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“ It is the name of a place at Shirauz^ the air of which is fweet 
and temperate; the plain delightful.” 

And on the word another note, which fays tTu-l „U. 

it is the name of a place'* While another copy explains by 
the word i>Ju lofty^ high^ &c. . 

In the very handfome copy which once belonged to the celebrated 
Chardin^ the pafTage thus differs from any of the readings before^ 
mentioned : 

The notes, partly French, and partly Latin, of that learned 
Orientalift, are placed above the words of this pafTage in the fol- 
lowing order : 

Over (as I before mentioned) campum facrum. 

Over dome, vontc, globe. 

Over yjes nomen regis. 

And over MaS attacher. 

The tranllation of this llory by Mr. Sulivan* does not afeertain 
whether jvac is the name famof cujufdam conditorii, according to 
Gentius ; or of a place, according to the Perfian note before men- 
© 

* Selcil Fables from the Guliftan, p. 74, The ^holc paflage is thus tranflated ; 

“ _Oncc upon a time he went out with his courtiers to walk in the valley of Shiraz, and 
ga\e his orders that the ring fhould be placed upon the top of a high dome," &c. 
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tioned j or of a king, as Chardin explains it. But I have one 
manufeript which inflead of ju g s has {a court or J'^iiat cj^ 

and gives the paflage altogether as follows : 

where for (which with the verb lignifies iofx or fajien 

to ), we find fignifying tofufpend or hang up. 

The Fourth paflage which I fhall here mention is an Arabick 
tXo or Diftich, which occurs in the fourth chapter of the Gulijlan^ 
veiy near the end ; and in Gentius*s printed edition is found in 
p. 314, with the Latin tranflation on the oppofite page, thus j 

/J 

Qttando praco iUe ajimrum pater /udebat 
Vocem edebat, qua; munitiffimam 
T erf arum arcem JJlecbar dejlruehat. 

The word which I particularly allude to here is the ancient name 
6f PefepoJh, ^t'bich is found in one very valuable manufeript 

copy of Sadi’s works j where, however, fome variations occur in 
other words of the paflage : they arc thus given ; 


1 coiifcfs I entertain fome doubts on the propriety of reading 
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IJlakhar in this diftich, which has furnilhed Gentius with 'the fub- 
jeft^of a note, (p. 606) and which is quoted by the learned Tychfen 
in his admirable little effay on Perfcpolis*. I have fought in vain for 
'the paflage in three of my heft MSS. One copy, however, gives 
the fecond line as follows, (the lirft being the fame with that in 
Gentius) : 

where the copulative ^ (hews that two places are alluded to j which, 
indeed, is proved by the following note on this paflage, written in ’’ 
the margin : 

Vfuturkh and Pars are both names of cities ^ ( or places). 

Another copy reads this diftich as follows : 

It may be here remarked, that the word IJlakhar is fpelt with 
Jin; and it is fo written in two or three copies of the Shah Najneb 
which I have lately had occafion to collate ; while fome ipell it 
with ssady and fome without the initial alif. 

But the Calcutta Edition has neither IJlakhar nor Vfuturkh : it 
reads the line in queftion thus, p. i|o p ; 

^ a) 

* Vide “ Olai Gerhardi Tychfen Opufcula Qiiatuor Antlquitates Orientales illuf- 
tranda.” Quarto, Roftoch. 1794. 


I a. 
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I fhall here clofe my remarks on the variations of thofe four 
paflagcs. In a future Number I fliall point out fome in other parts 
of Sadi’s works j in the Sbab Nameb of Firdausi, the Sekander 
Nameb of Nizami, and the Divan of Hafiz, having collated*^ 
various manufcript copies of all thefe works. The Latin and 
French notes \vritten by the ingenious Chardin in the Giilijlany 
which I have had occafion to mention, lhall be alfo prefented to the 
reader of the Oriental ColleBions: a work which will be always 
open to communications of a rimilar nature. 
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A Lover to his Taper . — Tranjlatea jrom the 
Arabick of the Sheick Safy Eddin Alhillay, Jy 
the Rev. J. D. Carlyle, M. A. Prcf^or of 
Arabick in the Tj7iiverfty of Cambridge, and 
Chancellor of the Diocfe of Carlijle. 


O 

THIS Poet flourifhed about the 740/^ year of the hegira (of our 
sera 1339). He was bom of a confiderable family, and lived prin- 
cipally in Syria, He feems not only to have enjoyed the favour of 
moft of the petty deipots of his own country, but to have been 
held in efteem at the courts of Cano and Bagdad. He has left a 
Divan, or collections of poems, which is- divided into twelve parts, 
each part containing compofitions of a fimilar nature. From the 
third of thefe, intitled oljUaJt i. e. Various Deferiptions, 

the following verfes are taken * : 

• The learned and ingenious author of the *• Specimens of Arabian Poetry ” did 
not communicate this tranflation until after the arrangement of the original articles for 
this Number was formed, and a great part of it printed off! But the Editor would not 
defer the publication of any thing which fell from fo eluant a pen. 
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iIXJLo ^ 

oW ^ t5* 

HjXjO ^ ; . \l-> 

juUL« 


Yon wafting taper when I fee 

I cry, “ Poor fool, our lot’s the fame I ” 

I bear a raging fire like thee. 

Yet dread whatc’er would quench the flame. 

Like thine, with tears tins face overflows, 

And bleach’d and wan thefe cheeks appear: 
Like thine, thefe eyes no flumbers clofe, — 
Like thine, — a melting heart is here ! 
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The Hiftori] of the Conqufl of Zoos — Tranjlated 
from the Perfian of Ahmed Ibn Afem of Cufa 
hy the Rev. B. Gerrans, Teacher of the Per- 
fan and other Oriental Languages, and Mqjler 
of the Academy in Feitchitrch Street. 


THE following pafTage has been fcledlcd from the manufeript 
work of Ahmed Ibn Afem of Cufa^ chiefly on account of the am- 
biguity of the name Zoos. This fomc might fuppofe to 
fignify CooSf from the fliortnefs of the voyage between it and 
Cyprus, the expedition to which immediately preceded the conqueft 
of Zoos ; and becaufe the two Arabian hiftorians Ahulphara^e and 
Elmacin mention the capture of Coos by Moavia. The learned 
tranflator, however, is convinced from the tenor of the two follow- 
ing chapters, that the ifland here fpoken of muft have been a 

place of far greater importance i\\a.n Coos ox Chios ; and, in faft, 
none other than the great ifland of Rhodes. That Ihould be 
written for Rodos^ will not by any means furprife thofe ac- 

quainted with the nature of Oriental pcnmanfhip, fimilar miflakes 
being frequent in Arabick, Perfian, and Turkifli MSS. Tlie 
Editor has reafon to hope that the future Numbers of this Publica- 
tion will be enriched with other extradls and tranflations from the 
very curious hiftoiy of Ahmed Ibn Afem. 
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u~33^ vy? 


gXi CXwijj u-jaS ^.3^ trt%- r* 

i) ‘yy? tu'j “JO o-jj j vy?* j-i f^ui ^ »a* 

jjlj Aje Jill (jjLas oy' Ci«p aaU jjifc* 

Lji Jf aT «lX5yjb Arf^l*4 aIwja <gjymk 

t A^Ue j'^\ «Xi£Ij (_^1 «IXol£ aT uXvJb ( , 

i> wj.?^ i?*j^ j,]^ uj\fi y isO.? 

tfjliM ij-ijlSi \j iSt^ 15*^ JaUX^J aT »>*jU 

^ yX>i*iij t^Ua2» ^« ) 

45^^^ W {S^-^ S ^*0^ ^ lAyiiT \j 

Lj y^ ^l^»^. r . j jiMS ^ L MM iiij ^\j^5Cx.<«x^ ^ 

iXi is"^ 

^ 3^^ «\yiXj*Nj 3^ \) ^^3^ UJ'L- <X)«X>{^A.« ^ 4X3^ jj'y jJjXj ^ 

i>j»>-*! { . ^La U Xio.^ jL _j « > >*Xwiwj ^ ^(j;*-"*~ jA ^*j 

tjt^^W 3^5 *7^ CijV' j* W i) (^IjUJu^ *>J51^^UJ 

^UUX*-.^ 41XmLc 
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WHEN Moavia (as they relate) had fubjeded the ifland of 
Cyprus, in \vhich he found a great quantity of plunder, he deter- 
mined to go to the ifland of Zoos to make »'i conqueft of that ifland 
alfo. To this purpofe he wrote a letter to Ofman, the Commander 
of the Faithful, requefting his permiflionj from whom he received 
an anfwer, informing him, ** that maritime affairs uere full of 
danger; that he could not poffibly forefee what might be the refult 
of that expedition; but if he had rerohed to make the dangerous 
experiment, and his zeal prompted him to this pious voyage, 
namely, to riik the dangers of the fea for the fake of converting 
the people of Zoos to Iflamifm, it behoved him to gird himfclf 
with the belt of circumfpciflton, and put on the mantle of fortitude.** 
When Moavia received the Calif *s letter, he determined upon the 
voyage and conqueft of this ifland ; and after recalling his troops 
from all quarters, cofleiled them together. When the army w'erc 
aflembled, he commanded them to conftrufl Ihips, boats, carriages, 
and military engines; after which he embarked with a large body 
of his grandees, attendants, forces, enfigns and ftandards. When 
the fleet had got under weigh, the Moflems fiiouted and praifed 
God after the accuftomed manner, and the Ihips drove rapidly on 
till they faw the ifland at a diftance; the inhabitants of which in 
their turn manned their fleet, armed to meet them, and commenced 
hoftilities : fo that the Moflems had a moft bloody engagement in 
the middle of the fea, in which many lives were loft on both fides. 
At laft, however, (by divine permiffion) the Moflems were vic- 


K 
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^ }_J f , \ »a» ^ Ju ^ isV^*^S^ 

j CkmA j i>JjLs>.!«>J! , >\} 3 ^ «X*A*wJ UjS 

f . .? J j awJ 4XS.>^^b Cii^ u»2t^s 

*SjX^\ ^ «>>AS QjUI*Xm«. 4 j1 f « 4>»*A9 Lj 

( , ^ j «Xji ^ ^* Jtc ii\j^ Am (» ^ UI.> V mi^ Ij 

MJLoI j i AMki Lj ^lAit ^ y ^ULc 4Na3jL> 

A)^ ^ gli^S j ^ ^ Aj^^t f ^ y ^jJ A)l^ ClJ^ ]j Ap4^ { « (.dWuAj 

Aj.alM*b> jb sj^ j ASjjjJSs^ sa_j (, t-* ^ jt jj5C.<Ls» 

A>^^^ (p-> sAjImJ j ^ «Il>^b ^ jt AlZj b er^AM^ut 

j ij^boi JsT ^yxcb-*^ Aj^j^s ^jA4a» Jj jjx^si f « U 

^ Aijl*^ aJaj.S jUjA mhj ^ iJ^y^ \} of^^ ^A.'^ 

i (^UUi (JMI wLm 2!. y^Mj^ **aa^\j CmU ilSty yLl-a^ 

_j AJamT jb j aJaI^ j AM»b V^>^ Llj' s)^ y ^ 

,jtX^yi\^ b CJ.y A^U AjA*-y jUr J aJL^** t^b yHi 

i 3 y-.jji *;^>** 3 U^>®^ W>«. b .& _) Ale ^1 ^,1^ t^U*e 

jUmjJ b j^be b j ab (^>-'^1 

^IW aJ!j^i« a|^ ^ IjjjJbXijb J A- »a^ (^1 

W;^w Ij A>^U-* (^3^ ^3^J^ »l**Awa aJuA.4 \j piUi 
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torious, by taking the greater part of the enemyfs fleet, and putting 
the remainder to flight. After which they arrived at the ifland, 
drew up their fliips and faftened them on the fea lliore, difembarked 
their troops, and, applying their hands to plunder and flaughter, 
waged obftinate war; in which many men were killed, and much 
armour, rich merchandize, and valuable moveables acquired. In 
the heat of the adlion a Moflem, named Ahdar*rahman Ebti garcel 
Afchari^ goings 'Wth a party to the principal refldence, difcovered a 
large palace and delightful habitation, in which were near five hun- 
'dred handfome young male and female flaves, which, together with 
all forts of goblets, mirrors, rich apparel, and other articles, they 
brought out and bore away to the camp. During this interval a 
piece of cotton cloth fell from the bofom of a female Have faflened 
with a clafp, which they took up, and, upon opening it, found a 
gold feal-ring fet with rubles, which, being brought to Moavia, he 
commanded thofe who were fkilful in precious ftones to eftimate, 
who, after due infpedlion, declared it to be worth twelve hundred 
dinars. This ring Moavia took for his own fhare; and after 
placing the male and female flaves which they found in the ifland 
on board their Ihips, they performed religious rites on the fliore to 
the Almighty for their fafety and prefervation. After this he dif- 
patched a letter to Ofman, the Commander of the Faithful, (may 
the bleffings of God refl; on him) in which he deferibed the fitua- 
tion of affairs in the ifland of Zoos; and likewife fent a fifth part 
of the fpoil wliich he got in it. The Commander of the Faithful 
being overjoyed at thefe glad tidings, poured out prayers of gratitude 
to the Creator, and divided the plunder among the people of Me- 
dina. When Moavia took this ifland and facked it, he put to 
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Qjfj OaJwU *5" JUL^ wob aT Ij 

0 Ij i-o^W AJ^bu aT ^ 

];^bUJLMI ]; ^ 4j-»^ Lw ^ ^ Cj^Us i, 

.\a— Li ^ Ij jl**>»J ^ ^b* ilXw^ 

J f^ ^i>J 3 - 

aT iX^bfi^ iXMiob sICj ^ fsj j i^jiNAjbjJ" jy*^ 

^kS*“** ^ jA Ai*»..^j^J'i.< <}uu>^ U’Td^A ijJ Cfys:^ uiVj Aam^ 

2P1 CJA^ ( . ^ j jjmJ J iyt AAS^Lm Aj^Ix.« ^5* 

p.^* ^gl* «>^ls^ ($1t-AA«^ \j^ *^jyj ^►A'o C‘ ^y* b L7^ 

.joUj^Ij (_)b.j ji ^ <y' 

IjAib Auj tfib •Sjju aT Sjj J.S* jjit ( . \iXm. i_>|^ 

fob Uw^bg-* crab ffijyj aT im»^^!Sit C:^jLu»j aT iNj^Cud iXALaff^ 

wbj jljiXuy Ayl** (jt ^T* ->A.> i tXskl*>iu >_jA« j 

U «>aj j« 'T,! ^ jb j JM.X-. «^M)a tlJ^ ^ abjOA. J^aj^U,* (,aaxj 

« - ** > *g> *>* •xi vb** (i)' jJJ 
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death all the inhabitants which he found therein, and the remainder 
difperfed themfelves into every quarter; fo that the ifland was defo’ 
lated till the time that Moavia attained the Cahfat, who ordered it 
to be repeopled, a grand mofque to be eredted, and fent a colony of 
Moflems with much wealth, armour, and provifions, commanding 
them to fettle, build houfes, and cultivate the land. Twenty years 
they refided there, and, jealous of honour, retaliated the affronts of 
the kingdom of Roum ; and the place flourifhed more than at the 
firft day that it w-as inhabited. Mujahid * fays “ In the fifty-third 
year of the Hejrut, while the Moflems were in pofleflion of Zoos, 
Mamur*t* was flain in that very mofque which Moavia had built 
while I faid prayers, and with the dagger of the fon of the wife of 
Caabj but the news came while I was expounding the Koran. 
One day he faid to me, O Mujahid! I perceive that this ifland will 
very foon be plundered, and this is the token of its deftruftionl 
In the time of a high wind a certain perfon will arrive, who will 
trample this ornament of the Moflems under feet.'* — The fame 
author obferves, ** After feme time had elapfed, on a certain day 
a vehement wind arofe, which reverfed the upper Hep of this ladder, 
and at the fame time a letter came from Yezed, which brought 
intelligence of the death of his father Moavia. At this news we 
were much diftreffed, and returned back again on the very day that 
the ifland was plundered. This was the cataflrophe of the ifland 
of Zoos.” 

* The name of an hiftorian, who was (apparently) an inhabitant of the ifland at 
that time. 

t Mamur was, I apprehend, the name of the governor. 
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AnecdoUs of INDIAN MU SICK. 

By W. OusELEY, Bfq. 


WHEN I firft rcfolved to apply myfelf to the ftudy of the fine 
arts, as cultivated among the Perfians, I folicited from^ various 
correfpondents fettled in the Eaft the communication of fuch books 
and original information on thofe fubjcdls as their lituation might 
enable them to procure, whilft I availed myfelf of every opportunity 
that offered in this country to increafe my colledlion of Oriental 
manufcripts. 

With two fine copies of Sadi’s Gultjlan and BoJiaHj which once 
belonged to the celebrated Chardin *, I have lately been fo fortunate 
as to purchafe a Ihort, but very curious, effay on Per/ian Mufick, 
which from many circumftances I am willing to perfuade myfelf 
was brought to Europe by that ingenious Orientalift, and is the 
fame manufeript of which he laments that he had not procured the 

• r rom his notes, wTitfcn In a mod minute hand, and in the French and Latin 
languages, on fcvcral pages of the Gubjian, the Sccoiid Number of this uork flnll be 
enriclicd uith extrafls. 
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explanation while at Isfahan But as my defign in the prefent 
efTay relates only to the mufick of Hindoofan^ I ffiall proceed to 
mention, that among feveral books fent to me from that country, 
fome, though written in the Perfian language, profefs to be tranf- 
lated from the Sanfcrit, and treat of the mufical modes, the Raugs 
and Raugnees of the Hindus, From thefc, however, fo little has 
been borrowed in the courfe of the following remarks, that if any 
thing curious or entertaining lliould be found in them, the tlianks 
of the reader will be principally due fo my brother Mr, Gore Oufeley, 
whom a refidence of feveral years in India has rendered perfectly 
acquainted with the theory and pnuflice of Hindu Mufick, 


By him were communicated the Indian airs, and drawings of 
fnulical inftruments : I can only boaft of having compiled from his 
letters : of having deciphered (not without difficulty) the notation 
of the Ramguliy, and tranflated a few paflages from a Perfian manu- 
feript treatife on mufick, which I fhall mention hereafter, and for 
the perufal of which I am indebted to the politencfs of Sir George 
Staunton. 


• Chardin, (Quarto Edition, 1735) Vol. III. p. 158. 

Sir William Jones, in his Diflertation on the Mufical Modes of the Hindus, men- 
tions a Perfian treatife entitled “ Durratu'ltaj, compofed by a very learned man, fo 
generally called AUami Shiraz! , or the gnat phihfspher of Shiraz, that his proper name 
is almoft foi^tten.*' AJialick Refearehes, Vol. III.— An ingenious friend has com- 
municated the title of the Eflay on Mufick comprifed in that collcdlion : 

^IT j y.«ls ^Is AlLwy 

which, from certain circumfianccs, he ona believed to be the compofition of Sadi. We 
find an ElTay on Mufick among the works of another celebrated post, yarn!. 
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On the fubjea of thofe,ancjmt Md extraordinary melodies, which 
Ahe-HMus call'Rsi/.jr'' and .Stwtf'Wx, 

riniiifi^h.;Vr;. a^Vlmefdus-anaTomint;cfc, -asxthe potTCij-afcrifaeJto 
them are miraculous. Of the dx Raugs^ die fiyc firli owe their 
ofi^i^'^the^^d’-ii?Sa^it«Tc'''3to^T5aii^d“th'em’ifto^^^ his^iiye : 
^lirnd's.” TiiriiKt/ec* lifs'wile "c6hilfuaca~the^'fixth fTBi'd ‘the" thirty^ 


genera of the Greeks refemble mod the Enharmmick ; the more 

modern compofitions are of .that.fpecies termed Diatonick. A Ipe- 
.r .tj lifm ;.ii _n 1 . 

cimen of thefe is given in the Hindervee air, Gul buddun thou bum 
‘?^r^;3ffrtHc]^mi,exed p'lafejixof whieii;lheSyijrdr,'(jtpmtmSm^ 

"Terve triinllatldn'pare'tKirs writteh.in~thS”origihall language ‘ '“C ' 

A ^ ^ 

j?‘ ' ' Jl'i; ; c.-'i M rC^j -j( i 

•ngleTup 




Nork-et^befory yeelce millee 

-- r'— “ Potcer guUadoorca Koonja 

■ " “• Hdugoiiee g’Silialmnld^^ ' 

-'~'-A'ron(iaefablc''-'difficuity;irfounddnifcfting.lto’muiick the Rfl/' 

and Ru ugifiees, as our fyftcm docs not funnlv notes or finns ft 
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ficiently exprefTive of the almoft imperceptible elevations and de- 
preflions of the voice in thefe melodies ; of which the time is 
broken and irregular, the modulations frequent and very wild. 
Whatever magick was in the touch when Orpheus fwept his lyre, 
or Timotheus filled his foftly-breathing flute, the effedts faid to have 
been produced by two of the fix RaugSy are even more extraordinary 
than any of thofe afcribed to the modes of the ancients. Mta 
Tonfincy a wonderful mufician in the time of King AkbeVy fung one 
of the Raugs at mid-day : the powers of his mufick were 

fuch that it inftantly became night, and the darknefs extended in a 
circle round the palace as far as the found of his voice could be 
heard. 

There is a tradition, 'that whoever lliall attempt to fing the RaUg 
Dheepuch is to be deftroyed by fire. ' The Emperor Abler ordered 
'^aik Gopauly a celebrated mufician, to fing that Raug: he en- 
deavoured to excufe himfelf, but in vain ; the Emperor infifted on 
obedience : he therefore reqUefted permiflion to go home and bid 
farewell to his family and friends. It was winter when he re- 
turned, after an abfence of fix months. Before he began to fing 
he placed himfelf in the waters of the yumna till they reached his 
neck. As foon as he had performed a’ftrain or two, the river gra- 
dually became hot ; at length began to boil j and the agonies of the 
unhappy mufician were nearly infupportable, Sufpending for a 
moment the melody thus cruelly extorted, he fued for mercy from 
the Monarch, but fued in vain. Abler wiflicd to prove more 
flrongly the pouers of this Raug: Nalk Gopaiil renewed the fatal 

L 
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fong: flames burft with violence from his body, which, though 
immerfed in the waters of the Jumna^- was confumed to alhes 1 

Thefe, and other anecdotes of the fame nature, are related by 
many of the Hindus, and implicitly believed by fome. The effect 
produced by the Maig MuUaar Raug was immediate rain. And it 
is told, that a finging girl once, by exerting the powers of her 
voice in this Raug, drew down from the clouds timely and refrefli- 
ing fhouers on the parched rice-crops of Bengal, and thereby averted 
the horrors of famine from the Paradtfe of Regions An Euro- 
pean, in that country, inc^uiruig after tliofe whofe mufical per-- 
formance might produce hmilar cfFc£ls, is gravely told, “ that the 
art is now almoft loft; but that there are ftUl muficians pofiefTed of 
thofe wonderful powers in the Weft of India.** But if one inquires 
in the Weft, they fay, ** that if any fuch performers remain they 
are to be found only in Bengal.** 

Of the prefent mufick and the feniations it excites one can fpeak 
with greater accurac)'. “ Many of the Hindu melodies** (to ufe 
the words of an excellent mufician) poflefs the plaintive fimpli- 
city of the Scotch and Irifti, and others a wdld originali^ pleafing 
beyond defeription.’* 

Counterpoint feems not to have entered, at any time, into the 
i}ftem of Indian Mufick. It is not alluded to in the manufeript 

* An Arabick Utlc given to the province of Bengal by Aurunneeb. See Jones’s. 

Perf. Gram. p. Sa. o / 
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Teatifes which I have hitherto perufcd, nor have I difcovered that 
iny of our ingenious Orientalills fpeak of it as being known in 
Hindoftan. The books, however, which treat of the mufick of 
that country are numerous and curious. Sir William Jones mentions 
the works of Amin^ a mufician j the Damodara^ the Narayan^ the 
"Ragarnava^ (or fea of paffions) ; the Sabhavinoda^ (or delight of 
aflemblies) j the Ragavibodha^ (or dodlrine of mufical modes) j the 
Ratnacara^ and many other Sanfcrit and Hinduftani treatifes. There . 
is befides the Raugaderpurty (or mirror of Raugs) tranflated into 
Perfian by Rakur Vllcih from an Hindovee Book on the Science 
of Mufick, called Muncuttuhuby compiled by order of Man Singy 
Rajah of Gualier, The Sungeet Derpuny (or mirror of melody) is 
alfo a Perfian tranflation from the Sanfcrit. To thefe I am enabled 
to add, by the kindnefs of the learned Baronet whom I have before 
mentioned, the title of another Hindovee work tranfiated by Deen-^ 
anauty the fon of BaufdheOy into the Perfian language on the firfl of 
the month Ramzany in the year of the Hegira 1137, of our tera 
1724. 

if* 

“ An Efiay on the Science of Mufick, tranflated from the book 
Paurjauthuck : the objedt of which is to teach the underftanding of 
the Raugs and RaugneeSy and the playing upon mufical inftruments.** 

From this work, while I refer the reader to the learned obferva- 
tions of Sir William Jones, and other ingenious members of the 
Afiatick Society, on the mufical modes, and the inftruments of the 


I. 2 
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Hindus, I Ihall here briefly Hate that they have a gamut, confifting 
of feven notes, like our own, which being repeated in three feveral 
AJl,hans*, or oftaves, form in all a fcale of twenty-one natural 
notes. The feven notes which form the gamut are exprelTed, Sa 
ra ga ma fa da na, or Sa, li, ga, ma, fa, dha, m — And, when 
written at length, Rand thus : 

Kau.redge 

Rekhub 

jLdJoT Gundhaur 
Mudjdhum 
Punchum 
Dhavvoth 
Neekhaudh — 

Of thcfe feven words (the firll excepted) the initial letters are 
ufed in writing mufick to reprefent the notes. Inftead of the initial 
of the firfl or lowefl, (Katncdge) that*of the word^ is tifed» 
which fignifies emphatically the note^ — being, as it were, the foun- 
dation of the others, “ and named*’ (fays Sir William Jones*]') 
Sivara, or the foundy from the important office which it bears in the 
fcale.” — ^The ufe of Sur or Svcara inftead of Kattredge prevents a 
poflibility of millaking the initial of the latter for that of Gund- 


® From the Sanfcrlt words ajljta or ajlhaiiy (figtufying eight) and ara (the fpoh of a 
V’hiil, or any thing rcfcmhllng it), a very learned Oricntallft is of opinion that the 
Hebrew AJblaroth, and the Perfian Silarah, (formerly AJlarah) (a far with eight rays) 
arc moil probably dcri%ed. The Perfian numeral is evidently the fame as the 

Sanferit. See Mr. Wilford’s E% on I^ypt and the Nile— Afutick Ref. Vol. III. 
t EITay on the Mufical Modes of the Hindus. — Afiitick Refearches, Vol. III. 
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haur; a circumftance which might otherwife happen, the chambers 
being alike in form. But it is not the initial letter only of each 
note that we find ufcd in writing mufick : Rekhub is often thus de- 
fcribed, Dhaivoth ot and Neekhaudh ; — when the gamut may 
be exprefied according to the form given by Sir William Jones : Sa 
ri ga ma pa dha tii — And in a manufcript before me the firft note 
is always fully defcribed 


In each of the three o<n:aves, wherein thefe feven notes are re- 
peated, there are twenty-two frutis or Joorfs^ (Dieses) by which 
the Major and Minor tones are moft curioiifiy diftinguiihed : 

Major tone Minor tone Semi. Major Major Minot Semi 

tone 

I-— I— H- ' ■ I ' ' ■ I -H — 

la ^ ra jgaj.ma •'w pa 00 da (^na 

The following words are found written at length, either preceding, 
under or over the notes according to the necefiary variations, I have 
given their pronunciation and fignificalion ; 

JjO/mdf How,. 
i?<7, quick. 

GuJJjt, quaver. 

Jumbaun^ lhake. 

KaJJiced^ lengthen, or continue the found . 

’Thurrab^ double, but not lb quick as to be confounded 
into one. 

l^ecp 1 Either of thefe words marks the note to 

Kopaulce J be raifed an odlave. 


sj 
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Sometimes one note is affeaed by two of thofc words; as ^hur- 
tab and KaJ}:eed placed over or under the note Dhawoth in the 
JiamguUy^ of which I have given tlie notation : and in the manu- 
fcript before me thofe words are written in red ink, while the cha- 
raders which reprefent the notes are in black. 

I fliall endeavour to explain the notation of the tune, given in 
the annexed plate, in the following manner, ufing capital letters to 
cxprefs the notes, and ttahcks for the w'ords which arc applied to 
them, and which in the manufcript are written in red ink, but in 
the plate are exprelTed in an oblique and fmaller charader. 

(Before the tune we read Canoon c nevaahun RamguUyt The rule 
for playing the air Ramgully). 


SA 

SA 

GA 

SA 

DHA 

KPY 

IJIaud 

Ro 

Ro 

Ro 

Ro 

IJIaud 

KPY 

NI 

DHA 

PA 

DHA 


IJIaud Kajbeed 

Thurrah Thurrab 

Kajheed 


gujht 


kaPjeed 



NI 

DHA 

PA 

MA 

GA 

GA 

Thurrah 

Ro 

Kafjeed Thurrab 

Thurrah 

Ro 




kajheed 



GA 

RI 

SA 

SA 




KaJJjeed Thurrah Thurrab JJlaud. 
kaJJjced kajheed 

Here SA fignifies>r, (which itfclf, as I before remarked, is put 
for the firftnote AWedgeJ; GA, Gunihaur; DHA, Dhawoth, &c. 
but the reader will perceive tire intioduftion of KPY, in the above 




4 



r 797.] ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS- 79 

fcheme, not enumerated among the notes of the Gamut. I have 
ufed thofe tliree letters to exprcfs Kopalee, (fignifying the odtave of 
tile note) which in the manufcript is defcribed by an Arabick Caf 
of a different form from the charadler which reprefents the note 
Gundhaur^ as may be fcen in the engraving, where I have given, 
copied exadtly from the drawing in the manufcript, a figure of the 
^ambooreh with the notes applied to the finger-board, ex- 

planatoiy of its fcale. 

There are annexed, alfo, reprefentations of the Serinday or Bengal 
violin, in full (fig, 1.) and profile (fig. a.), with its bow, (%.3.) 
The firings of this inftrument are of a certain kind of filk. 

Of the Baafcreet (fig, 4.) or pipe of Crifinah^ the Hindu 
Apollo : one perforated bamboo, fimilar to our Flageolet, except 
that each hole is not fo cxadly divided by notes, but many by half 
notes : its tone is foft and plaintive, and fo“ eafily filled that fome 
blow it with their nofirils. 

Of the T^oomerecy (fig, 5.) an inftrument more common in the 
Deckan than in Bengal : it is formed of a Gourd or Ctiddos nut, and 
two fmall perforated bamboos, with reeds in each, like thofe of 
the bag-pipe. 

In a future Number of this Publication the fubjeefi of Indian 
Mufick fhall be continued j the notes given of a tune fet from the 
voice of the finging girls of Cajhmerey and fome palfages from an 
original manufcript in Perfian, on the Mufick of that province. 



So 
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Account of a Large Tree. — Communicated by 
Colonel Ironside. 


BY the fide of the Ganges ^ about three miles abo\e the fortrefs 
of Allahabad^ near the fmall fagodaoi a Gojftin Taktr^ 1 faw . on the 
z\Ji of No\ember 1777. four Trus called Kulbencb; the trunk of 
one of which appeared of fo uncommona fizc, that I fent for a ftring 
to meafure its dimenfions, and found the circumference of it to be 
thirty feet ten inches. Its height is that of a pretty large beccb, 
the rind or bark c\en, annulated, and pulpy, and all the limbs 
fmooth and Ncry large, but rather fcant of folngc, thofc Ncry fmall 
branches which bore lea\es being m clullers, fo that the tree, at 
fome diftance, feemed not unlike a Hem of the thick fpecies of 
conilhne The lea\es arc the fize of oak lea\es, but not finuated, 
and of a light, though not bright, green. The fruit is of the fame 
colour, in lhape almoft con;f/;/like a^iw, nine inches long, eleven 
inches and an half round the moft fwellmg part, and with a foft 
velvet rmd Not being m bloflbm at that feafon, I hid no oppor- 
tunity to obferve the flower. The told me that there w ere 
only thofc four wiihm feven hundred miles of the place, the feeds 
of them, which are lliaped like a kidney bean, and as large as a 
caravanfa, having been fent for by one of the Emperors and fown 
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there. The groves, and fafhion of the ground, as well as the fruit 

frees, and a large ftone-wall about them, indicate the place to have 

been once a garden; and it is called to this t\m& Bcgwn-ke Baugy 

or the Queen's Garden, 
c 

On my arrival at on the fecond of January, 1778, Iluckily 

met with a gentleman named Kerr, celebrated for his Ikill in bota~ 
nical refearches, who told me, that the above*mentioned tree was of 
the fpecies, clafTed in the Linnaan lyjflcm under the name of AdiV2~ 
fonia, a defcription of which is to be found in the Sixth Edition of 
his Genera Blantarum, printed at Stockholm, 176*4, p. 352, 


Account of a BANIAN Tree, in the Province 
of Bahar. — Py Colonel Ironside. 

Near Manjee, a fmall town at the confluence of the Detvah (or 
Gogra) and the Ganges, about twenty miles Weft of the city of 
Patna, there is a remarkably large Tice called a Bur or Banian 'Tree, 
which has the quality of extending its branches, in a horizontal 
direftion, to a confiderable diftance from its Jlem ; and of then 
dropping leaflefs fibres, or feions, to the ground, which there catch 
hold of the earth, take root, embody, grow thick, and ferve either 
to fupport the protracted branches, or, by a farther vegetation, to 


M 
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compofc a fecond trunk. From thcfe branches, other ams again 
fpring out, fall down, enter the ground, -grow up again, and con- 
flltute a third fern, and fo on'. From the oppofitc preUy high bank 
of the Ganges, and at the diftance of near eight miles, we perceived 
this tree, of a pyramidical fliapc, with an cafy fpreading Hope from 
its fummit to the extremity of its lower branches ; and* miftook it 
at firft for a fmall hill. We had no quadrant to take its height; 
but the middle or principal Jiem is confidcrably higher, I think, 
than the higheft elm, or other tree, I ever faw in England. The 
following comprife feme other of its dimenfions, which were taken 
with a cord of a given length: 


Diarneter of the branches from North to Soutli - 
Diameter of ditto from’ North to South . . . 

Circumference of the fliadow of the extreme 
branches, taken at the meridian . - - - 

Circumference of the feveral bodies or Rems taken 
by carrying the cord round the outermoft trunks 
The feveral trunks may amount to 50 or 60. 


Yard* , Feet 

1 21 or 363 
123 or 373 

372 or 1116 

307 or 921 


'Tine iropping Jjbres ftioot dorvn from tlie or joints 
of the boughs. . • * 

This tree, as well as the Peepel, and many other large trees in 
IndtOy is a Creeper . It is often feen to fpring round other trees, 
particularly round cverj' fpecies of the palm. The Dale, or Pal- 
myra, growing through the centre of a Banian Tree, looks extremely 
grand; and yet none of the European land'fcape painters who have 
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delineated views of this country have introduced this charaiSteriftic 
object into their pieces, I have frequently obferved it alfo fliooting 
from old walls, and running along them. In the infide of a large 
brick well, it lined the whole circumference of the internal Ipace of 
it, and thus adlually becanie a tr^e turned infide out. 

Under the tree fat a Fahiri a devotee. He had been there twenty- 
five years j but he did not continue under the tree throughout the 
year, his vow obliging him to lie, during the four coldeji morfths, 
up to his neck in the Ganges, and to fit, during the four bottejl 
months, clofe to a large fire. 


Perjian Sonnet hy Khosroo *. 

b ^ jas> OJA yH* ^ 

!*.») ^ AJ "iassr* f « ■[ > 

\tj\j aT ^ 1 

^ 0^4^ W * 

^ aO r' i?“Ji 

H tfi; 

* Each Num^r of the Oriental CoIlc£lions (hall contain fpecimens of Eaftem Poetry 
from original MSS., which may ferve as exercifes for the young Oricntalift, and fufajefts 
for tranllition, - 


M 2 
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Dialogues in, the vulgar ylrahich (^Morocco*. 
Communicated by Mr. W. Price, ^ IVorcejler,. 


alkbccryafeedy 
Ktf entau 

i<SJ tjXa Ala kher albumin hU 

lab 

Lem timjhy 
El)ewm nbar nnlub 
^jXa^ 3J3Lj Tal/a rdjlero 
M9 U Ma fee s^bab 

JVaJh ttmjhee maya 
\j\ Anau nemjlxe viak 
»_oUsJ Talla Vjenanet 


Good morning, Sir. 
How do you do ? 

Very well, God be 
praifed 

Where are you going ? 
*Tis a fine day. 

Let us take a walk. 
There are no clouds. 
Will you go with me? 
I will go with you. 
Let us go to the garden. 


• By file inhabitants of &e Barbary ca:dl flie- letter ^ is pronounced like the Frendi 
j, or theEnglifli / in thcivord/7M/tfr;, and by fomc of them the O and a are founded 
as if written ti and dz, but this is not general Mr Price, fclf taught m the Oriental 
languages, (to the ftudy of which he devoted every hour of leifure tliat bufinefs would 
allow) has improved himfelf in the knowledge of the Arabick, Petfian, and Turkifli 
tongues, by frequent converfations with native Aliaticks, Turks, and Moors and fomc 
of his tranflations from Perfian and Turkilh authors fliall be given m the future Num- 
bers of this publication 
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* 

^ Jl^ajb nemjbce ala rje- Shall %ve walk it ? 

® hnau 

3^' tjXc ^5^ nemJJjee ala*l Shall we go on horfe- 

hheil back ? 

* 

tsie WaJJj nimjkee ala*l l>u- Shall we go on mules ? 

gbul 

tfCy*-* uXiT Kif majbik 
Ji Gaa •ojabed leeau 

u^' 5?^ Fan tiJool *jencn ^ 

Ua ^ lA Ha hooa henau 
i-Kie ^ UUas AUnau fiic ayneh 
45^ kermoos 
^ Sheed*hb 

E/ mencwn » 

El cheen 

oj;eU 1 3JJ! ^ Az ullab amaandy 
uSa yd ^ ^ XJmta min heea dtk Whofe veflel is that 
yi sfcena aly dukhda entering the bay ? 

*lmerfa 

ijj»j U bFa fjarf I don't know, 

yd (ja,»a^ Franfes bcea 'Tis a Frenchman. 

d^.wLS> sy Lawa kan Jboof ban^ No, .1 fee the Dutch 
dera Fleming flag. 

u*b d d'bor /ec’uain It feems to me to he • 

j! ,Portiigu€z azee Spa- either a Portugueze 
mol ' or a Spaniard. 


As you pleafe. 

It is all one to me. 
Where is the gardener? 
Here he is. 

Give us feme grapes. 
Some figs. 

Some melons. 

Mulk melons. 
Oranges. 

With much pleafure. 


[To be continued.'] 
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Mifcellaneous Plate. 


FIG. I . From a drawing of a Brafs Antique, of the fame fizc, 
fomewhat refembling the lid of a fiuiff-box, with the remains of 
gilding ftill vifible — in the polTeffion of Major Ouseley. 

Fig. 2 . Infcription on a Black Agate, preferved in the BritifK 
Mufeum. 

Fig. 3 . Egyptian Antique, with hieroglyphicks, on a red, opaque 
belonging to the Rev. J, H, Hindley, M. A. of 

Mancheller. 

Fig. 4 . From an Egyptian Antique, •• of the fame fize in 
Mr. Townlcy’s Collcftion. 

5* Infcription in Arabick charaflers, on a ^urquoife, pre- 
ferved in the Britifii Mufeum, • 

Fig. 6 . A Perfiari King on horfeback, from a Jafper Antique, in 
the Colledlionof Edward Parker, Efq, An engraving of afimi- 
lar figure, from a convex Ametbyfi, is given in the Second Volume 
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of Mr. Taflie*s Catalogue of Gems, plate xii'. No. 677; but the 
charafters which form the infeription inaccurately* reprefented. 
Altliough the inferiptions on the ancient monuments at Nakjb~i~ 
Rujiamt in Perfia, and the ‘legends on the Parthian coins and medals 
prefen’ed In the Hunterian Mufeum and other Colleflions, com- 
pofed of limilar charadlcrs, have long been the objcdl of Antiqua- 
rian inveftigation, the merit of having firft deciphered them is due 
to that very learned French Oricntalift» Monf, de Sacy*. As the 
Engliflx cabinets, both publick and private, are peculiarly rich in 
gems and medals of the Saflanian family, hitherto unexplained, 
Major OosELEY, ambitious of being the firfl in this country, and, 
perhaps, thqfccond in any, who fliall have acquired a power of 
reading their legends, has applied himfclf to the fludy of the dialedt 
and” character in which they arc written ; and by a comparifon of 
the alphabet given by Monf, dc Sacy, of the inferiptions of Nakjb-i 
liujlaniy on the SalTanian coins, and cfpecially thofc of the coeval 
gems, has fucceeded in deciphering fomc, and will probably offer 
an explanation of all, in a fliort time, to Ihe Antiquarian world. 
The Equeftrian figure reprefented in the annexed plate is, according 
to Major Oufelcy, that of Balajh or Balatfia^ the prince whom 
Grecian and Latin writers call BoXoyaio-ij? and Vologefcs, BalafeSy &c. 
and he thus reduces into the Chaldaick or Hebrew characters, the 
eleven letters which compofe the legend over the figure, ’ 


* Memoires fur diverfes Antiquhes dc la Perfe, &c. &C. par A. I. Silveflre dc Sacy. 
Piiri«,_^i793. Quarto. 



88 ORIENTAL COLLliUHUiM». INo. I. 

forming Ac words Balgczi n-z'lam, or " Vologefcs Ae Divine.” 
This is Ac title of Ac Perfian King, who was contemporary with 
the Emperor Zeno, and, according to the Hiftorian Mirhhoni*, go- 
verned with wifdom and jufticc during Ae four years of his reign, 
which clofed nearly with the fifth century of the Chriftian a:ta. 


Queries and Notices. 

A Cortefpondent wlAes to know what are the authorities for 
fuppofing that the Perfian Romance of Kiofru and Sbimn has been 
founded on the flory of Cofroes and Ac Princefs Irene, daughter of 
the Chrillian Emperor Maurice. The CaAmerian writer Kbojeh 
Ahdulkerrum, whofc memoirs have been tranfiated hy the very in- 
genious Mr. Gladwin, mentions two fine llatues of Khofru and 
Sbireen, lately vifiblc, in Ac apartments lietrn out of the rock at 
the foot of the mountain of Beyjitoou, And in another place an 
Equellrian flatuc of Kht^ru, larger than life, with various reliefs, 
in an arch of immenfe fizc. Monf. D’Hcrbclot, from Bin Balrit, 
mentions the circumflancc of Ac Perfian Prince becoming a convert 
to Chridiinity for his miflrefs's fake. 

• \li!= “ Hid. iW RoU dc Tcrfc dc h Djmffic dcs Sal&nidcs" &c. among U c 
** Mcnxtirc* dc M. dc Saev," p. 351, 358. 
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What has been the fate of the MS. mentioned in the following 
paflage from James Waie*^ Life of Archbifliop Uflicr? In 
1645, at St. Donates in Wales, he was plundered by Cromwell’s 
people .of his books, &c., and, among others, regretted moR a 
Mahufeript Catalogue of the Perfian Kings, communicated to him 
by EUchmannus* Moft of his other books he recovered, but of 
this there is no mention.’* 

How far are painted reprefentations lawful among the Arabians ? 
Are the figures of beads and birds prohibited ? — Herbelot (article 
Fayas) mentions an Arabick Treatifc on the Management of 
Horfes, with figures, preferved in the Bibliotheque du Roi, 

To she Editor of Oriental Collections. 

SIR. 

Being defirous to inquire into the carlieft traditions con- 
cerning the Game of Cbefsy I requeued from a friend \vcll verfed in 
the EaRem languages an abRradl bn that fubjeft from the works of 
Firdauf and Jami^ quoted by Sir William Jones in his Eflay on the 
Indian Game of Chefs, Afiatick Rcfearchcs, Vol. I. But accidental 
circumRances preventing me from obtaining the information I wanted 
from my friend, I am induced to feek it through the medium of 
yoUr Mifcellany. 

1797. Vida. 

A Correfpondent wifhes to be informed whether the Parallel, al- 
luded to in the Ferfian Mfceliames, (IntroduRion) between the 
inhabitants of Italy and Ferfia, which Pietro della Valle propofed 

N 
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writing, has ever been publiflied s or, if not, whether it may be feen 
in manufcript. Alfo, whether engravings from the drawings taken 
in the Eaft by the Chevalier Ckrgeau de la Barre^ or from the an- 
tiques found at Babylon and Perfepolis, mentioned in the famd 
work, may be expefted by the Publick. 


Query for tie Oriental Collections. 

A word which occurs in Lycophords very obfeure Poem Caf- 
fandra^ notwithftanding the labours of many learned commentators 
on the work, Hill remains doubtful: it is ‘rrtppetv, in the line, 

(and in page 142 of the Folio, Oxford Edition, 1702) thus ; 

Zxjet xaXu4<f» vilfM a/t/3Xuy&>y 
“ Umbra Salem tegit, hebetans lucem.** 

The word rri^pav, here tranflateU fun, is, in the opinion of one 
commentator, borrowed from fome foreign language inter voces 
extraneas ct foite Egyptias numeranda.” Canteriis informs us, that 
this word, which is not found in any other Greek author, has been 
fuppofed by fome a Perfian name for the Sun. Meurftus would 
alter it (like Canterus) to TCTpoy, becaufe this word is ufed by 
Callimachus and Euripides in the fame fenfe.— — W^ere any Corre- 
fpondent of the Oriental Collections to afeertain the origin of this 
word, whether Kgyptian or Perjian, he would confer a favour on 


GRiECULUS. 
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^ To Major Ouseley. 

DearjSir, 

- , , I wifh to propole for folution fome queftiotis, upon 

vhich the very foundation of Hindoo fcience appears to reft. 

Upon what fubftance are the moft ancient Indian MSS. written? 

If upon certain leaves of trees of a firm texture, how long may 
uch a MS. furvive the injuries of time ? 

In what repofitories are thefe MSS. prcferved ? 

Of what antiquity are the oldell ? 

By what marks are the different ages of the MSS. difcoverable ? 

Are thefe MSS. numerous ? 

Who are the fcribes ? Are there any profelTcd critics and cor- 
redlors ? 

Hambjieadi YoUrs, 

J. Pinkerton. 

The library of the late Henry Albert Schultens, Profejl 
for of Oriental Languages and JewiJh Antiquities^ was to have been 
fold by publick audlion, for the benefit of his widow and children, 
in the month of Odtober, 1794. The unfettled Hate of Holland, 
and the fubfequent im^afion of that country by the French, prevented 
the fale from taking place. A Correfpondent wilhes to know how 
the books have been difpofed of. The Catalogue of them, which 
itfelf is rare and curious, contains the names of almoft every work 
ever printed on the various branches of Eaftem literature, befides 
anecdotes of many fcarce books, and a lift of original and valuable 
Manufcripts, the accumulated collection of three generations j the 
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grandfather, father, and fon, having filled in fuccelTion the Pro- 
feflbr’s chair at Leyden, and enriched a number of the books in this 
noble colleftion with learned and interefting notes. The Rabbinical 
works are’ numerous, and many of the original Diflertatjons and 
other Manufcripts of the three Scbulcenfes apparently ready for the 
prefs. 

In the library belonging to the Univerfily of Dublin, (a Corre- 
fpondcnt’s letter mentions) a very large Volume is preferved among 
the MSS, containing the GuIiAan of Sadi, completely tranfiatcd 
into Englifh, and a variety of Dialogues on familiar fubjedls of 
converfation, in the Perfian, Hindoftanny, and Englilh langxiages. 
A farther account of this book would be acceptable. 


The Editor is under the neceflity of poflponing the publication 
of fevcral valuable and curious articles of communication, until the 
appearance of the Second Number of this work. The very ingenious 
remarks on the Poetry of Hafiz by Shirazi; Sketches of Turkifli 
Poetry by I. U. j Conjectures on the Antiquities of Periepoh's by 
feme Botanical Communications, fhall then be 
given to the Publick. 


Subscription for the Four Numbers of the " Oriental Collealons” 
for 1797, Two Guinms. The price of each Number to Non-fub- 
feribers Twelve Shillings and Sixpence. Letters and Communi- 
cations to be addrelfed to Major Ouselet, No. 2<, Upper Titchfield 
Street, London. 
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Original Notes, written by Chardin, in a 
Majuifiript Copy of the Guliftan. 


From a very fine, though plain, mannfcript copy of *W/*s 
Guliftan, now in poiTeflion of Major Oufeley, the following Notes 
are extracted, written partly in French and partly in Latin by that 
celebrated traveller and very ingenious Orientalift Chardin; whofe 
name is found in the title page of this book, as alfo in a copy of 
the Boftan, pyrchafed at (he fame (ime wi(h it, 

j\j Lffititias — defideria- — proprie blandmenta^ habet multas figni- 
ficationes, ** ilfait le delicat** — ttas mt caret ** ^fS). 

* I fliall fupply Tvithiin 9 parenihcfis fuch Perfian words as Chardin cxprefies only 

by European cliarailcrs. Edittr. 
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Merefi et bimari differunt ; nam bimari eft morbus 

ubi periculum eft vitrc ; inerejiy ubi non eft, fed tanquam dolor, uti 
in venereo. 

Pater — familias. Ked en Fours fignific maifon — d’ou 
Ked~banou (yU .nT) la maitrefle de la tnaifon. Codai — Seigneur. 

(Fuit) ou chud (^i) 

(Inimicus) furrexit contra. 

Sacrato— wwj .iU eft bonum eccklia) datum aut legatum. 

ej Tambour de Bafque *. 

Caftagnettcs. 

^ Flute. 


vtyi (yt Senfus (hujus fomnii) takvil eft proprie impen- 
fus; fed hie fignificat “ explicationem.** 

(Quidam) vel codam 

infernum 

Cam) c- V m^ ( 3)y) aT 

“ Habitantibus Paradifi Ahraf eft infernum — 

“ Habitantibus inferni Ahraf eft Paradifus.” 


Tympanum, Cymbalum, and TiKa, according to Gentius. Hofarium Polidcum, 303. 
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J^lmon efclaves de Paradis. 

Hotiran 

Les premiers font males s les autres femclles ; Ahraf eft un lieu 
moyen entre le Paradis et PEnfer. Les Mahometans n’y croyent 
point : les poetes les feignent : ils difent que le Createur y place les 
infidelles qui ont ete juftes, comme Nuchirvan ; “ il a he jujie^' 
difent ils/ ahji Dieu ne veut fas qu'il aille en E,nfer, ei il ne vent 
fas qu'il aille en Paradis farce que il a ete Cafer.** 

Tradinftor latine expreflit male; nam verbum non con- 
tineniice^ fed melius eft Temferantia*. 

Un village de la territoire de Chiraz, 

Tajami fenan ne fouehid. 

C’eft a dire : De peur qu’on ne yous habille en filles ; coutume 
en Perfe, que quand un chef fuit ou le vete en fille et le promene en 
cet etat au milieu de la vifle'f*. 

* Chardin here alludes to the Latin vcriion of the Gullflan by Gentius, who (in 
page 235) has rendered the words tlXsU? de continently praeftantia." 

t This Is illuilrafed in the “ Instates of Timour,” p. 284 ; where we find an 
allufion to the ftory of Bchraum, whole Icrvices being forgotten by Hormuz, the latter 
fent Iiim as a token of difgracc a chain, a collar, and a woman’s veil. 
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Palinic * — Unc paflc faitc dc flcurs odorificrantcs pillct-s 
fcchees avec du fandal. 

^jaCzaL. Cognomincntum — Error in tranflatorc •\'t qui ilium dicit 
filium SehouBekin^ cum hxc vox Scbouftckin fit nomcn alicujus 
prolis Tartarorum ita dcnominat® pro vclocitatc, nam SebouBktn 
fignificat “ vslox ad curfum** 

iyA A)fad or Ttzd antiqiia lingua Gucbronim Dcus. 

CdS ou temam fchud (Ai). 

Campum facrum 1 |. 

yiju (fM Mi ne dci pro ne mi dd (^4 ^). 

Keradmendan ^wx. danecbmendan 

aol Quid cvcnirc potcft. 

• See the ftojy given in the Latin trannation of the GuIifBn by Gentius (p. 1 1.) 
beginning 

and quoted in Sir William Jones’s Periian Gnmmar, p. 123. 

+ Gent. Rofar. Polit. p. 41. 

% See “ Periian Rfifccllaiues," p, 34. 

U See Oriental Collcflions,” No. 1 . p. jy. 

[To 6e continued.'] 
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ExtraSi of a Journal and 'Memorandums ivritten 
during a 'Tour in the Nixain's Country, in the 
Month f Uovemher, 1791 . — Concluded from 
Page 32 . 


THE Mohammedan conquerors of India are divided into four 
calls, difUnguiflied by the following appellations : 

SyM Sheick yil Mogul Patan» 

The Syeds are faid to be immediately defcended from Moham- 
med, notwithftanding their immenfe numbers. The men of this 
call may be generally known by their names a**., Syedt or ^ Meery 
commonly add to their other names, as ^\j^\ .w Syed Ilhmail, 
jJU Meer Allum. The Syed women, of whatever rank in life, 
commonly have oU. Scbab added to their names, as oU 
Sultaun Schab ; oU. Habeeb Scbab y a friend or favorite j 
oli Rhabeem Scbab y divine; o\& S^Jemmall Scbab y elegance and 
beauty. 

The Sbetck call have always Sheick prefixed to their names, as 
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Sheick Ibraham, Shcick Mahmoud. The Sheick uomen ha\e no 
particular title added to their name. 

The Mogul men have generally Mtrza prefixed to the name 
which IS followed by as 

Mirza Ufoph Beg. 
alj-o \jj^ Mirza Mooraad Beg. 

By a reference to the hiftorj’ of the Tartars, this fcems to be, on 
the part of the common Moguls, a great ufurpation, too politely 
admitted by the natnes of Hmdoftaun, Mirza being the title of 
the Tartar nobility only. 

The Mogul women arc ufually known by the title jJU. Khanum 
following the name, as ovW> Hummecda Khanum^ or Laudable 
Lady, jkjU Oulfut Khanum., the Lady of Attachment or Fnend- 
fiiip j j,„U. Ufljent Khanum, the Lady of Delight. 

The Pata?is are generally know n by the or Khan follow ing 
their names, which fignifies Lord, fomctimes Sovereignly, as 
Peer Khan, Rabamut Khan. The women of 

the Patan caft commonly have the title JU Khatoo following tlieir 
names , Khatoo fignifies Lady as 

jjU. Cfjjoi Koofrut Khatoo, Vidlonous Lady 

Hoormut Khatoo, Dignified, Honorable Lady 
^U. Nii^eeh Khatoo, Fortunate Lady. 
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By the abov6 defcription will be leen the attachment thefe people 
have to titles, and the high value they fet upon their dcfcent ; which, 
although the government is defpotic, and power and privilege are 
chiefly the portion of official rank, yet there is alfo a pre-eminence 
of birth, of which a remarkable inflancc was related to me, namely, 
that the minifter Azztm Ul Omra^ in whofe hand was the wealth and 
patronage of the Dekan, had rifen by great abilities to that high 
ftation from the low office of a news writer, with a fmall monthly 
flipend : and that in the days of profperity he turned his views to 
the efpoufal of a lady defeended from an illuflrious houfe, now 
fallen to decay, the immediate father of this lady being an inhabi- 
tant of a wretched dwelling, and an objcdl of diflrefs, from which 
this mairiage not only promifed relief, but the refloration of fplen- 
dor, and the participation of power. ^ Yet it required much time 
and labour, and the interpofition of many friends, to bend the 
flubborn pride of the father, which at length yielded to friendly and 
prundent counfels, after ftipulating that the whole advance fhould 
be on the fide of the minifler ; and that, defeending from the dignity 
of his high flation, he firould leave his palace, and accompanied by 
his retinue fliould repair to the hovel of the poor noble, and folicit 
the honor of his alliance ; which was accordingly done. Having 
already mentioned my reception by the Prince Secimder yah^ in 
which was included much of Oriental manners, and fome relation 
of their pleafures in deferibing the gardens of Kurrapah, I fhall now 
offer the general refult of my obfervations upon thofe fubjedts. 

After a variety of travel in the principal courts of Europe, I was 
much flrvick by the engaging and elegant manners of the Ameers 
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and Sirdars I met \\ ith m the Nizam’s country Their behaviour 
appeared to me neither To ftifF or formal as the German, nor mixed 
with that grimace and frivolity fo common among the French and 
Italians , but of a ftile and nature peculiar to the Eaftern people, 
fuch as, without embarraffing the ftrangcr, never fails to imprefs 
him with fentiments of refpetb, while their affable demeanour, 
flattering fpeeches, and kind attentions, prove him to be the objedl 
of their courtefy , and that there is no rank or dignity loft in a 
mutual exchange of cuility 

But what is moft furprifing to an European is the decorum, 
gravity, and elegance of the Moonfti children They are for the 
moft part handfomer at this age than when fully grow n, and with all 
that js infantine and engaging, they can upon cafes of ceremony af- 
fume the unaffefted fteadinefs of an old courtier By paying attention 
to what was faid to thefe children by their tutors, and by obferving 
the moft admired and popular chara<fters among tbe men, I endea- 
voured to acquire fome infigbt into what ftile of manners was held 
in greateft repute among the Moors , and I found the leading prin- 
ciple of external behaviour to be a majcftic and martial deportment, 
a ferene and ft^dy countenance, which ftiould remain calm and un- 
altered amidft the greateft events, neither manifefting figns of de- 
prefTion nor exaltation, but capable of that pliability w hich foftens 
the countemnee to the reception of friends, and accompanies good 
offices with a benignant fmilc This frequently borders upon dif- 
fimulation, fincc condemned perfons of rank have often been dif- 
miffed from the prefence to execution without threats or menaces, 
but with every mark of politenefs Having difcourftd upon this 
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fubje(5l with the Moors, reminding them of fimilar circumflances 
in hiftory, they have replied, thofe inftances were marks of collec- 
ted firmnefs in the prince, fince whatever the caufe might be, he 
fliould never derogate from his own dignity, nor forget the atten- 
tions due to a man of rank, whatever his fituation or conduct might 
be. They are extremely careful not to interrupt one another in dif- 
courfe, and generally poffefs a natural eloquence, which they utter 
with fluency in a foft, but audible, tone; and are peculiarly grace- 
ful in their aftion, which is fo expreflive, as often to foreftall what 
they are about to deliver. 


Though they (have their hair clofe, and that their drefs has been 
the fame for many ages, admitting no variety of fafhion, yet they 
pafs a long time at their toilettes in wafliing, rubbing, and per- 
fuming the whole body ; which being frequently expofed to light, 
(indeed always in their undrefs at home) they are very careful to 
polilh and render fmooth and Ihining : and in order to fupple their 
limbs, and give grace and ftrength to their bodies, they make ufe 
of violent exercifes within the houfe, with dumb bells, or heavy 
pieces of wood, which they whirl about the head, fo_as to open the 
cJreiJ and Ilrcngthaj dic arm, which may uccouat foe thsic being 
fuch excellent fwordfmen. They alfo jftretch themfelves at full 
length upon their hands and feet, kilfing the ground hundreds of 
times without fuflering the body to come in contact with it, which 
occafions a general exertion to the whole frame. This, with their 
exercife on horfeback, may account for their aiftivicy and ability to 
undergo fatigue when called upon by war; which they would cer- 
tainly be incapable of doing, if, as many have fuppofed, they were 
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to pafs their lives fupinely lolling upon fophas fmoking their pipes. 
Indeed I was myfelf at firft inclined to believe this common report, 
(however contrary' to natufe) from obferving the Muflelmen in our 
own territories, who are certainly much given to the indolence af- 
cribed to all the Orientals, But before we condemn this mode of 
life too haftily,^ we ftiould refleft a little upon the change of circum- 
Ranees, which may have caiifed this variation of fentiment, and 
conlider with candour their fallen gloiy, their faded fplendor, and 
impoverifhed Rate : fince, without any plan on the part of the 
Britifh Government to opprefs them, from our entrance into power 
their exclufion naturally follows, and the command of troops, forts, 
and provinces, become the portion of Europeans. Hence the rapid 
decay of all the ancient Moorifli families within our dominions ; 
who having for the mod part no horfes to ride, nor any military 
character to fuRain, are alhamed to carry fpears and other arms, 
and think it needlcfs to perform exercifes they will not be called 
upon to pratflife. From a want of thefe incitements they Rnk into 
fuUen apathy, and, confeious of their humiliation, they have fome- 
what thrown afide the haughty carriage peculiar to their race, and, 
adapting themfelves to circumftances, affume a more humble de- 
meanour ; endeavouring to drown their cares by taking opium and 
hang^ which compleats their fad and dejedted appearance. Knowing, 
from their difpofition and circumftanccsi how much inwardly they 
muft fuffer from the remembrance of better days, I have often 
wondered how they could mufter up a fmile, and afford a Chriftian 
a cordial and hofpitable reception. This true grandeur of mind, in 
not imputing to. an individual the calamities incident to the conqueft 
achieved by his nation, is highly worthy of admiration, and will. 
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I hope, upon examination, always influence the condudt of my 
countjy towards a gallant, but fallen, race; fo that, without devia- 
ting from the duties of his flation, or derogating from the pre- 
eminence ever annexed to command in that country, the Britilh 
officer will feduloufly avoid wounding their feelings by a carelefs 
reception, or a hafty and rough anfwer in matters of bufinefs; and 
in the hours of focial intercourfe admit them upon a footing of 
equality. Though this condu6t in my countrymen will in general 
arife from a nobler fentiment than that of policy, yet were the latter 
to become the foie principle of a^ion, the fame line of conduct 
would ftill be advifable ; for it is hardly poffible that the lion fliould 
tamely fubmit to become a beaft of burden, or that a race of war- 
riors, though vanquiffied, ffiould endure with patience a continued 
degradation, and not behold thofe with indignation and averflon, 
who weigh their own interefls in a merchant's fcale, with a cold 
indifference' for the feelings of others. A liberal policy is, there- 
fore, no lefs neceflary to preferve dominion than talents and valour 
arc to obtain it. 

But to return to their independent countrymen : of .whom it may 
in truth be faid, that they carry even into the prefence of their prince 
that dignified manner and proud fubmiffion, which Mr. Burke fo 
elegantly aferibes to the French nobility; and which, in the prefent 
Hate of India, may with propriety be applied to the nobles of Hin- 
doftan, (except in the dominions of Tippoo Sultaun) becaule in 
moft other parts a Commander of a thoufiind horfe is more indepen- 
dent of his fovereign than ^\’as the greatefl: noble in the French 
court lince the decadence of (he feudal fj'llcm in France, as it is 


p % 
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the nature of Oriental government for the fovereign to make a grant 
of a certain diftria; to fome Serdar or Munfubdar, over which the 
latter has ahfolute authority, engaging to furnifh a certain fum to the 
Circar (government), and to raiie and maintain for its fervice a body 
of horfe, or only the latter. Thefe horfemen are commonly compofed 
of the chief’s hereditary fervants and followers, or recruited in the 
country, among a race of people who hold all profefTions in con- 
tempt but that of arms; and uho are the more inclined to this pro- 
fe/Tion, from the licenfe and fupenority attached to it, unattended 
with the reftraint and difciphne of the European fervice . and being 
accuftomed to look no farther than their immediate chief, from 
whofe hand flow pimifhment and reward, they become peculiarly 
devoted to his fervice and fully fenfible of their coniequence, thefe 
chiefs within their own dillrnfls clothe themfelves in all the Rate and 
dignity of their fovereign, and receive vifitors with equal ceremony. 
But the feeblenefs of this government, and the power of the nobles, 
cannot be better elucidated than by the relation of a faft \\hich took 
place in the Nizam’s territory about the period of my making thefe 
memorandums. AlBd Ally Khan, the Commander of t\\ o thoufand 
horfe, rented the diftrifts of Kurrapah and Kummum, taking many 
diftnds at an apparent lofs, hoping to repay himfelf by the abun- 
dant fertility of the province of Kummum, which laft the mmifter 
a month afterwards beftowed upon Syed U 1 Aodeem But AlTid 
Ally Khan refufed to furrender, contenting himfelf to forward his 
remonftrance to court accompanied by a lack of rupees. At the 
fame moment Affid Ally Khan fet out with two thoufand horfe, 
thirty raufquets, and a hundred fcalmg ladders, under the pretence 
of efcortmg his family from his country refidence, Bangampilly: 
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but in reality to furpnfe and make prifoner the Rajah of Aroch, in- 
habiting a fort within four cofs of Bangampilly^ at prefent under the 
junfduflion of AjJidAUy^ and this without any excufe of defalcation 
in the Rajah's payment, but merely to fatisfy a hatred that has long 
fubfifted bet\veen their anceftors, and which, notwithftanding their 
equal fubjedlion to the Soubab^ has occalioned a conftant defultory 
war. and the moment of profpenty and power ftruck AJJid Ally 
as a good opportunity to crufh hts rival This fliort hiftory written 
upon the Ipot is equal in fubftance to the moll voluminous perfor- 
mance, and forms a juft epitome of the general government of Hin- 
doftaun from the decline of the Mogul Empire to the dawn of Htdtr 
Ally's fplendid career, and tends, without having recourfe to de- 
preciate the perfonal valour of the natives, to render the fuccefs of 
the Britifti arms lefs miraculous thin our firft conquefts would 
otherwife appear 

In retracing the various fubje<5ls of this curCory and imperfedl 
Ikctch of Mohammedan manners, there is one circumftance likely 
to ftnke the curious reader, namely, that a refinement of manners 
ftiould be found among a people whole cuftoms entirely preclude 
uorrrat fcutn any prrftcrpaCfon m Society As a papalsc opemon 
Ins long prevailed in Europe that mankind are chiefly indebted for 
tile improvement of ferocious and uncouth manners to the endearing 
fociety of the more amnble fex, as well as to the refinement anfing 
from the introdu<5lion of chualry, jet in contradidlion to this fup- 
pofition we leim from hiftory that the inftitutions of chivalry are 
unknown in India, or in the countries from whence the Mohamme- 
dan conquerors of India originated AVe alfo know from the fame 
fourcc, that the exclufion of women from tlie mixed fociety of men 
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obtained more or lefs in Afia prior to the introdu6i;ion of the Mo- 
hammedan religion. Indeed,, though the Mohammedan dodlrine 
has been fuppofed extremely adverfc to the fair fex by Europeans, 
it will be found that the women of Arabia arc peculiarly indebted to 
the precepts of the Koran for the abolition of a horrid cuftom, then, 
prevalent among the Arabs, of frequently condemning to death their 
female offspring, as ufelefs for the purpofes of war. And here it 
may not be confidered as extraneous to make fome mention of a 
religion, whofe dictates have caufed fo extraordinary a reparation in 
fociety between the fexes; aninftitution the more fingular as arifing 
from the lucubrations of a man, whofe devotion to the fex placed 
the eternal happinefs of the Faithful in the perpetual enjoyment of 
blifs in the arms of celeftial beauties j who, like their mortal lifters, 
are equally condemned to retirement in the next world, where Mo- 
hammed reprefents the charming black-eyed girls of Paradife to be 
created of pure rruiflt, and poftelfing the moft rigid fentiments of 
modefty, as fecluded from the reft of the heavenly hoft in facred 
groves, or enftirined in pavillions of hollow pearl of vaft extent. 
Though this indeed particularly alludes to the Hur Al Ayun., or 
Houree, an immortal race created for the folace of True Believers, 
yet to prove, with many other palTages of the Koran, that \vomen 
have not been banifticd thefc celeftial abodes, the Faithful are per- 
mitted to fend for their former loves, who, clothed in robes of 
heavenly texture, and crowned with refplendant pearls, will wander 
in the fragrant bowers of Paradife, enjoying the unfading blooln of 
eternal youth. But to defeend from the extatic raptures of the 
amorous prophet to his earthly inftitutions, we may in the Moham- 
medan mode of life partly trace the views of its ambitious founder. 
Defigning his difciples for the founders of a new and fplendid em- 
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pire, he wiflicd the whole energy of the human foul to be collefled 
in that one great defign; and that, infpired witli enthufiafm, his 
followers might, without interruption, purfuc a Ready courfe in the 
arduous and dangerous paths of politicks and war. Yet the ftrong 
impulfe of nature warned the Prophet, like a fecret monitor, that 
intelledual food alone was infufficient for Sewgs compounded of 
foul and body. Convinced of this, he only followed, without 
knowing it, the example of Zeno^ Epicurus^ and Arijiotk, by 
adapting his fyilem and religion to his own temperament and incli- 
nations, Love and dominion were the paiTions of the Prophet, fo 
he determined they thould go hand in hand ; and refolved that the 
diet and beverage of his difciples fhould neither impair the vigour 
of the body, nor the faculties of the mind. But, as the frailty 
of human nature had ordained repofe both to the Ratefman and 
hero, he contrived that the allurements of pleafure ftiould not in- 
terrupt the hours of bufinefs, and that women llvould be the folace 
of mankind only in the hours of retirement and relaxation, without 
fuperadding to the toils of public life the anxiety and perturbation 
of the abfent lover. For however dull and inanimate fociety may 
appear to the votaries of pleafure, deprived of this genial fource of 
all our delights, yet the philofopher and ftatefman, viewing pleafure 
as a fecondary motive, may think thecxclufion of women an advan- 
tage to the cold fyftem of wifdom and policy; "Nam fuit ante Hele~ 
nam belli teterrima caufa amor; which the fubfequent ages of the 
world have, and do, confirm. Combining, then, together the in- 
clinations of Mohammed with his policy, we fhall find the feclu- 
lion of women from the fociety of men gives to the latter all thofe 
hours which, in Europe, are generally employed by men to pleafe 



loB ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. [No. II. 

the ohjeft of their wiaies, leaving them at full leifure to purfue, 
without dillraatons of jealoufy, the bufinefs of the day. It alfo 
prevents thofe bitter feuds and lading aniinofities, which poifon the 
minds of contending rivals, othervvifc formed for mutual efteem and 
friendlhip. It preferves the marriage bed not only from pollution, 
but alfo from the dread of it. and it fcciires women from thofe de- 
lufions and temptations which irritate the mind with fleeting joys, 
leaving behind the permanent ding of bitter remorfe I While never 
having faded the univerfal triumph and dominion which beauty 
gives in the circles of Europe, the lofs of power is not added to 
the painful fenfation of fading chatms. 

But as the fydem of all mortals is fubjcdl to error, fo Mohammed 
facrificed fomething to the gratification of his own appetites, by 
permitting a plurality of women, an unhappy indulgence which 
the Chriftians of Europe follow without either the fame authority 
or inducement, for the warm regions of Afia make a difference 
between the fexes not known to the climates of Europe, where the 
decay of each is mutual and gradual , whereas m Afia it is given to 
man alone to arrive at a green old age. The Eaftern women at 
twelve years old become marriageable , at fixtcen the flioots of 
budding beauty ripen into full-blown bloffoms, and for a few years 
flouridi with the fragrance of fpring, and the luxuriance of fummer. 
When the autumn of fix and twenty arrives, the fading flower be- 
gins to droop, and its flirivelled Ihdk trembles at the rapid approach 
of winter, and the unrelenting froft, which in preferring exiflence, 
withers it charms. 
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Dialogues in the vulgar Arabick of Morocco . — 
Concluded from Page 84 . 


is^W irb 

tri' 


Kof^i^an hooa 

Ul berj kay kbcfj aleo 
ul medefa 

XJnifia efhalo leyley 
ijmao 

Wajh /maty V khuher 

Lawa •wajh jajhee er- 
kas 

yowjewj erkuks 

Min ehi 

Wabed min Mekenes 

Alokher min Taradant 

Kalo wain feednau 


She is a corfair. 

The battery is fireing 
on her. 

She is ihecred off: ill 
luck attend her*. 

Have you heard the 
news ? 

No, is any courier ar- 
rived ? 

Two couriers are ar- 
rived. 

From whence ? 

One from Mequinez; 

The other from Tara- 
dant. 

It is faid that our fove- 


An expreflion commonly made ufc of by the Moors. 
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J 

^ .XjU 


3^t iJE^^ y-|j 

^IxXI 

(53s 

gUs 

«j(Ls (11 m} aUIU 

VJ>^ 45-^ 

^ ■AJ ■>.»}] 3^^ (5^^ 

•^.6 45* L 1 


ghaudy ee herk lee 
Temfm 

JJh~Jhertf alee fee 
Taradant ajb-hoo 
bee lefultaun kaid 
hoom kubetb 

Waf lelbuk ahel Soos 
nu/ero Mooley Ab^ 
durrbamn 

Ghatr kedooh kay huk- 
urn 'lewm ul katd 
uddleemee 

Bef} bal t'gud cbery 
alk tlab fee Dookela 

Talla fhalna ijbtau 
ghaudy tfub 

Munkuder nmjhee bc^ 
zurba 

Drea nofo hlmedena 

Kheleny engis taht 
ad uJb-Jhejera 


reign is going to 
make %var with 
Timfna. 

The progeny of the 
Piophet which are 
in Taradant have 
complained of their 
governor to the em- 
peror. 

Is it true the people of 
Sus have proclaimed 
Mooley Abdurham- 
mon ? 

*Tis all falfe, the go- 
vernor Dleemy has 
the command of 
them. 

For how much can 
you buy gum-arabic 
in Dookella ? 

Let us be gone, it is 
going to rain. 

I am not able to go in 
fuch hafte. 

We ihall foon arrive 
at the town. 

Let me fit down under 
this tree. 
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tsAli ^*-4 Pee fa lain hooma Make hafte, for they 
ghattdy ijhdo haul are going to fhut the 
ul medena gates of the town. 

.Ms ^ j Wa kbay enbet and Never mind if they 
fabehnau 'larb are ; we will fleep 

with our friends the 
Arabs. 

^ ULsj Wqfulna ala kher We are arrived in 
fafety. 

God be praifed } 


AlhumdewliUab 
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isl 

^Llaa ^ «K,>U 


l_X:C^'-' (J«!j 

^jOI .^oUW 

(jCLs iSj*^ 

t$.xls l.^^\ IaXs^ 

>-'jj-» is‘^ 

w*sr^ U-«X:srJ 


ghaudy ee berk lee 
Temfna 

^Jh-Jhenf alee fee 
Taradant ajh-koo 
bee lefultaun kaid 
boom kuheib 

Wajh helhuk ahel Soos 
nufero Mooley Ah^ 
durrhamon 

Ghair kedoob hay huk- 
um 'lewm ul kaid 
uddleemee 

Bejh hal i*gud cbery 
alk tlab fee DookeJa 

Talla fbalna ifitau 
ghaudy tfub 

Munkuder mmjbee be- 
zurba 

Drea nofo Itlmedena 

Kheleny engh taht 
(jd uJb-Jhejera 


reign is going to 
make war with 
Timfna 

The progeny of the 
Piophet which are 
in Taradant have 
complained of their 
governor to the em- 
peror 

Is It true the people of 
Sus have proclaimed 
Mooley Abdurham- 
mon ? 

*Tis all falfe, the go- 
vernor DIeemy has 
the command of 
them 

For how much can 
you buy gum-arabic 
in Dookella ? 

Let us be gone, it is 
going to ram 

I am not able to go in 
fuch hafte 

We fhall foon arrive 
at the town 

Let me fit down under 
this tree 
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wU Fee fa lain hooma Make hafte, for they 

ghaudy ijhdo haul are going to fhut the 
ul medena gates of the town. 

jJLt cXw j JFa khay enhet and Never mind if they 
fabehnau 'larb are ; we will fleep 

with our friends the 
Arabs, 

^ lJuffj IVafulna ala kber We arc arrived in 
fafety. 

God be praifed / 


AlhumdewVtUab 
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Arabian and Perjian Traditions of the Origin 
of Writing, 


WHILE the moft antient and moft excellent of the Perfian poets, 
whofe works have defcended entire to oiir days, defcribes the firft 
introduftion of Writing amongft men as proceeding from the leflbns 
of thofe evil beings, or dxmons, called Deeves^—^im Arabian writer 
informs us, in the following paflage, that it was the Prophet Enoch 
who perpetuated amongft his defeendants the art of penmanftiip. 

fcT* W- A ^ 

“ Edris (the Prophet Enoch) (peace be to him) was the firft 
who, after Enos the fon of Setb^ the fon of Adam (on whom be 
peace), wrote with a pen: in the ufe of which Edris afterwards 
mftrudled his fons, and faid to them, * O my fons ! know that ye 

• Vide « Script. Arab, in DaMd. Millii Differtat. citatum.— Quarto. 

Zf/dfn, 1743. p. 26. 
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are Sabeans' His defcendants did not ceafe, from one generation 
to another, to poffefs the books of Seth and of Edris, until the 
times of Noah and of Abraham.** 

The abridgement, or Muntehhub^ of Firpausi’s celebrated 
Heroick Poem, the ^hah Nameht or “ Hiftoiy of the antient Kings 
of Perfia,** thus mentions the origin of letters : 

&c. jJU j Ub If 

“ It is related that King Tahmuras had a Vizier, a man of 
wonderful knowledge. One day he brought before the king a cer- 
tain Deeve (or dsmon) bound by magick. The Deeves on this 
affcmbled their forces, and came to attack Tahmuras, who was 
enraged at hearing of their attempt, and raifed his armies to oppofe 
them. Gouaish* was the name of the chief Deeve, and he came 
into action. Tahmuras having been vidlorious, gave orders for 
a general maflacre ; but the Deeves fued for mercy, and laid, that 
if he would fpare their lives, they would teach him ftrange fecrets 
and myfterious fciences. He fpared their lives, and they taught 
Abkp 3,^ €‘f h we 

his dominion, and he reigned thirty years d*,** &c. 

Turning from this abridged narrative to the original in the Sbab 

* 

t Tahmuras or Tahmurath, and in fomc copies the father of 

Gemjbid, was ftylcd Deevelend, or the tasntr ef demons. He is fuppofed to have 
reigned about the year 835 before Chrill. 
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Nameh, I find the paffage. particularly relating to the origin of 
letters, thus given : 


^ x«U jjjXiy 

o-J^' ir-jy 

-fc^ J J5*^ 9 ^ i/y 

“ They taught the monarch to write : they inflamed his heart 
with (the fire of) knowledge: (they taught him) (Angle) to write 
to thirty perfons (of different nations), whether Syrians *, Arabians 
orParthians, Turks, Chinefe or antient Perfians, Indians, Egyp- 
tians or Moots of Batbaiy.** 

So is the paflage written in that manufcript copy of the Shah 
Nameh which I efleem the moft corred of three now before me : 
in the others fome variations occur. One of them reads the fecond 
and laft diftich thus ; 


yMs ysj 

f ( . ^>Xj ,1.^3 


* Retmi may fee alfo tianflat^d Grtcianu 
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Where, befides the different reading and fomc obfcurity in the £rft 
and laft line, inftead of Turks we find SogJians ; and no mention 
of either Hindi, Me/ri, or Berieri, 


The third manufcript gives the whole paffage thus : 


I 


- 


'u- y* *5 i5^=“ L^y 

As. J tSAif J 


mentioning the Bogdians inftcad of Sogdims, as in the feCi 
fcript, with feme other inconfiderabie variations. 

Fhiloloous. 


Arabick Irifcription. 

I 

The Engraving annexed Teprefents an infeription, carved in Ara- 
bick charadlers on a ftone, preferved in the Britifh Miifeum. 

That fpace on the ftone which the infeription occu 
in length, aiid about feven inches in breadth. ' 
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Copy of a Letter from Dr. James Kerr to Col. 
Ironside, dated Dacca, March 11, 17 14. — 
Co?nmu7iicated by Colonel Ironside. 


Dear Sir, I have fent to Dr. Fothergill^ by the Refolutton, a 
few feeds of the vomiting gourde and other plants^ packed in poifoncd 
wax-cloth, and inclofed in a letter. On my arrival here I met avith 
*a ftrange plant, which feems poflefled of mufcular motion, quite 
different from that motion, occafioned by irntahihty, in the/cn- 
Jitive plants As foon as it is in flower I will defenbe it, to have 
the pleafure of puzzling the Dodlor, and the curious m plants. 
This IS the fhape of the leaf, only it is much larger* • the two 

alee (or wings) a, b, z\t vn. continual motion all day, and at night 

they fall down to reft — more ammaUum — The wing a falls down 

to r, and puts on the appcaiance of b it nfes again, m the fame 

uniform motion, to its former creft pofition, defcribing a fedlion 
of a circle twice m about the Ipace of two minutes, 'If it meet 
with any obftru(ftion in its courfe, it prefles confiderably againft the 
objedt, and, when the obftacle is removed, it refumes its former 
courfe, whether up or down, in a determinate manner • the velocity 
of the motion is increafed m confequence of the previous retarda- 
tion. You fee how I am obliged to introduce my favourite amiife- 
ment to fwell this epiftle to a decent fize Who is without his 
hobby horfe ? Indulge me in mine. I am, &c., &c. 


See the MifccUancous Plate, fig 2. 
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Ol^crvations mi a Pajfage of Nizami, anil an 
ancient Cii/loni if the Jews and. Grecians . — 
By Major OusELEY. 


WHEN ucfindtlnt, bct\\ccnt\vocUf?crcnt nations»an intcrcourfc 
has taken place to fiich a degree, tliat the words and idioms of one 
ha\‘c been adopted into the language of the other *, we may reafon- 
ably fuppofemanyof the cudomsand ceremonies likeuife borrowed. 
Thefe, among the Grecians,' may be traced, without much difE- 
culiy, to their Afiatick and Egyptian fourccs*]*. 

To the time when the ChaUejns held no inconfidcmblc rank 
among the fubjcdls of the Pcrjtan empire, and when its numerous 
hoEs had frequent, though not always amicable, intcrcourfc with 

, i 

* The affimt)' betn ecn ilic Perfian and rtic Grccl^and CluldaicV. languages lias been 
alluded to in another place, and Hiall be the Tubje^t of a future publication. 

t “ Que la Grccc ait Ctc pcuplc par clcs colonics dc^fOrient ct dc 1 Egjpte, cc 
n’eft plus aujour’dhui unc % critC contcftcc,” ^c.— Vide ** Eflai fur I'utilitC des Langucs 
Oncntalcs pour la ConnoiiTance dc I'HitVdire Andenne dc la Greet.'* Memoircs dc 
I’Acad. des Infcript. Vol. VII, p. ai 9 ,«— In this clTay tlic ingenious author illuftratcs, 
by means of the ChaUaul, Hehrnv, and Phanidattt (for he ufes not any other Oriental 
1 uiguage), the very obfeure Grecian fable of Perftut and the Girgsns, and erplainv the 
celebrated infeription on the tomb of Sardanafahu 
R 
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the hardy veterans of the Grecian Hates, we may, perhaps, trace the 
aflrnity and refemblance found in their refpeaivc languages, their 
cufloms, and religious ceremonies. 

Whilft I express my hopes of being able, on a future occi/ion, 
to demonftrate the utility of the Oriental tongues, and particularly 
of the Perfan, in illuflrating many obfeure and doubtful paflages 
of the Claflick writers, I freely declare my opinion, that a know- 
ledge of the Grecian language, ancient hi/lor}% and mythology, is 
indifpenfably neceflary to him who would afpire to perfedlion in the 
Perfian, either as a lingui/l: or an antiquar)'. Mutually refleding 
light upon each other, thefe languages will riglitly guide the c^'- 
mologift througli many a wearifomc and intricate derivation, and 
enable the curious Orientalift to explore the dark recclTcs of An- 
tiquity. 

It were eafy to collect: paflages from the works of the Perflan 
poets, in which, without much violence of conftruftion, allufions 
might be difeovered to the rites of Jeu'iJIj and Grecian antiquity; 
rites, we may fuppofe, common to the Perjians at one period, fince 
many are Hill to be found among them but flightly difguifed by the 
changes of religion. . ^ 

From feverai paflages of this nature, which, in the courfe of 
reading, I have collefted together. I fliaJl here feleift one from that 
celebrated Epick Poem of Nizami, The Hijlory of Alexander the 
Great. It occurs in the beginning of the chapter, intitled (accord- 
ing to fome manuferipts) ^ L jSsCA ^ 
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The battle of Alexander with Darius, and Alexander*s obtaining 
the vidlor}'.” According to other copies jAaC*.L ujlUi« 

“ The fighting of Darius with Alexander,” This, in animated 
verfe, relates the fuccefs of the Macedonian Heroes arms over thofc 
of Dara in the battle which preceded the afTaffination of the Perfian 
monarch j 


“ Dcferted,.in his utmofl need, 

“ By thofc his former bounty fed 

•a circumftance pathetically told in the fuccceding chapter, which, 
flightly differing from the Greek and Roman hiftorics, deferibes the 
melancholy cataftrophe that laid low the honours of the Great 
King ; or, according to the profane flylc of Enflem adulation and 
fcrvilily, The King of Kings. The relation of this event is 
prefaced by the following lines, leading to that paflage which is 
the particular fubjedt of thefe remarks : 


je" J CijL* 

aT oJb aT 
f . y \»» a 5* OtX->^ 


Drydcn’s Alct^dcr’s Fcaft. 
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«)JX ajV^ I 

* OJJ" aT o^lX." 

'h LiMtti IP* 

«X*^ 

if ^Xs-t^* tTLi (jjjI aT »\jli aT 


“ The graceful motion of the cerulean fphere, 

With Its orbits, the Stars, and Moon, and Sun, 

Think not that they have been made for idle fport, 

Or that this fair curtain (the canopy of heaven) has been formed 
in vain. 

In this glorious web no thread is without its ufc, 

Though the (or objeiff) of it may be concealed from us. 

Who knows what is to happen to-morrow ? 

Or that which ihall yet remain in obfeurity ? 

Can we tell the man whofe aBairs Fortune Ihall diredt ? 

Or him with whofe life Defliny ftiall Iport ? 

Can we point out him who to-morrow Ihall be brought forth a lift 
lefs corpfe from his habitation ? 

Ann on wAoi9 Arow proi^enVy lAaA' place a dYad’em f 


• This diftich is not found in fomc copies. 

+ According to one copy AiT and to others (among whicli is the moft an- 
cient) explained by an interlinear note, as fignifying the fame with 

to fet going, to make current, to lend, &C, 

t Some manuferipts want this diftich, which feems to lead, with great propriety, to 
the defeription of a battle. 
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Who knous, on this clay which wc now trample under foot, 

What blood of heroes may ha\e been flied ? ** 

The poet proceeds to relate, that the hoftilc armies met at the time 
of day-break, or of fun-rife, whicli is thus figuratively defcribed : 

jL» oL. h ^ 


Of this pafTage, howe\cr we might c\pe(fl, in the works of 
Nizami, much Oriental imagery, many metaphors, allegories, and 
allufions, the fenfc would have been, on the firft reading, a little 
obfeure, had not fomc Perfian commentators, m two manufenpt 
copies, thought it neceflary to give a few explanatory notes, written 
in the margins and between the lines** With their alTifiancc we 
may tranflate the diftich thus ** (That) when the King of Cheen 
(the Sun) arofe in the mom, the Bridegroom of the Eafl: (Eden) 
gave pearls (Stars) inftead of money ** 

Notwithfiandmg the Perfian explanation which I have gi\ en in a 
k vr.y ‘^(wwrv.^ erk V/w-t TriwAvOT^'i, aa 


* The notes arc on oU« ■which is explained by and in one 

copy, by'thc words __ In the other cop) wc are informed that 

IS the fame as — Under ^ is wntten — and over the 

word gAAsr — whilft a marginal note tells us, that 

•X— .XjiX* bjUsl L^jI ]S ^<Xa 

“ ^den IS the name of a country vherc the Sun (firft) appears ’ 
and^a (dur) is explained by ojLCw liars 
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no writer of haim could poffibly allude to Aden in Arabia Felix, 
or to that part of Mefopotamia where the terreftrial Paradife is fup- 
pofed to ha\c been fituated, as relatively Oriental 

The Poet fpeiks of the Sun as the Prince of Ch*.tn^ or of the 
Eaftem Region, the imperial bridegroom of the Eaft, who, having 
caufed by his prefence the liars to difappear, (which are defenbed 
as the pearls of heaven) is faid to have bellowed them inftead of 
mon^ as a marriage portion to the mom 

The fun is compared to a bridegroom in the following Hebrew 
palTage 

najs ]nsna n'S' ]nna 

“ (The Sun which) cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his 
chamber, and rcjoiceth as a giant (or ftrong man) to run his courfe 

P/alm xi\ 15 

In the latter part of the diftich, (which only means that it was 
morn, that the Sun had anfen) an allufion is found to the cuftom 
at Perfian Nuptials, where the bridegroom beftows, among other 
prefents, a fmall fum of ready money on the betrothed damfel 
This fum, among perfons whole fortunes exceed not mediocrity, 
confifts of ten or twelve tomans* in ready money, and is generally 
accompanied with two complete Ants of the beft apparel, ear-rings, 

♦ A Tcrran is about I os of our money, but the value feems to have fluiluated 
It lus been rcckoned-at 45 4 ^. 50, and 60 FrcncJi livres Vide Tavernier Char 
d n, &c Mr Ives makes it equal to 3I 6$ 8d Sec his “ Voj-age to India, Ac 
Preface, p xii 
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bracelets, a ring, a mirror, &c. The pecuniary gift is called'^ 
^IT (Mehr-u-kaieen*). 

One form of nuptial contrail among the ancient Ifraelites was the 
giving of a piece of money to the bride, and of certain pledges of 
love and honour, called Arrha and Arrhabo^ — Such prefents 

Rebecca received on her marriage with JfaaCy “ a golden ear-ring of 
half a Ihekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten Ihekels 
weight of gold"!*/' And The fervant brought forth jeWcIs of 
lilver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebecca J.** 
Such, as I before mentioned, are Hill the marriage gifts among the 
Perfians. j 

I 

Thefe gifts feem to have been ufually regulated by the father or 
friends of the bride. Schechem^ the fon of Hamof, the Hivite 
prince, being pafTionalely in love with Dinah ^ the daughter of Ja- 
cob, fays to her brethren ** Let me find grace in your eyes, and 
what ye lhall fay unto me I will give. Afk me jhever fo much 
dowry ("DID) and gift, and I will give according as ye lhall fay 
unto mej but give me the damfel to wife [|.*’ j 

t 

* See Francklin’s Tour to Perfia, p. X09, &c.— 01 earius’^ Travels of the Am- 
bafladors, tranflated by Davies, p. 327.— SirThomas Herbert’s Travels, 324, &c. 

+ Genefis, xxiv. 22. i 

X Genefis, xxiv. 53.— .Sec the obfervatibns of the learned Schrader on the He- 
brew words nDs and aij jn his Comment, de Vcfiltu iMuhcrum Hebnearum. 
publifiied by the celebrated Albert Schultcns. Quarto. Leyden, 1745. p. 60-187, See. 

}| Genefis, xxxiv. 11,12. Tlie original Hebrew ttord for the dowry is retained 
In the Arabick or Perfian, j 
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And ne read m another place, that the fervants of Saul, by his 
defire, faid to David, (who had alleged poverty as an obftacle to 
his becoming 'the royal fon-m-law) “ The King defireth not any 
doTviy 

The fame argument is ufed by a Grecian monarch tempting 
another hero to a matrimonial alliance. “ I ha\e/’ fays Agamem- 
non, " three daughters in my well-ordered manfion, — Chryfothemis, 
Laodice, and IphianalTa. Of thefe, let Achilles, without befto\v- 
ing on her any dowry, take her whom he lhall moft like'f'.** 

Tjir? juoi hci (ft lyTnjscJ-^ 

Aae^ixijt l<p)ctvc(ce‘a 
Taitv, ijv ISeXrvt (p/Aijp avett^vov 

The nuptnl prefent, among the ancient Greeks, was called E^jtev 
alfo a§px and a^pxi^uv^ two names borrowed, like the cuftom of 
beftowmg It, from the Hebrews. There were befides the gifts 
ayaxxTiV^r^fXf or cis^rjia, a^gruara, and r’^jc^^s^x^roia,— 

all of them fo named, becaufe gi\en on occafion of the new-mar- 
ried «amin’s taking off her\eil, and fuflenng herfelf to be feen, — 
a faNOur generally conferred on the hulband and relations the third 
day after the wedding. 

The bridal veil ot the Perfian ladies, made of red filk or muflin J , 

• I. SamucL xvin 25 t Homer Iliad ix 144. 

X Fnncklms Tour— Olcanuss Tnv of tlic Amb —Sir T. Herberts Trav Ac. 
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corrcfpond^ with that of the fame colour ufed by the ancient Greeks 
at their nuptials, and called taye?, (which the Romans adopted under 
the appofite name Flammcum), Such alfo was the Hebrew 
which concealed the charms of the fair Rebecca from Ifaac “until 
flie became his wife *, and the ni'jyn which has been fuppofed to 
derive its name from an allufion to its reddifti colour *!•. 

The conducing of the bride, among the Perfians, in pompous 
proceflion to her future home, — the nuptial feaft, — the bathing, — 
the harmony of mufical inftruments, — the attendance of dancers, — 
and the decoration of the bridegroom^s houfe, — thus alluded to in 
a diftich of Nizami, fpeaking of his hero Alexander, 


would afford ample fubjeft for a continuation of the parallel between 
the marriage ceremonies and cuftoms of the Jews, the Greeks, and 
Perfiansj but this Eflay has already exceeded the bounds prefcribed. 

* Gcncirs, XXIV. b'5. 

t Schrader de Vcftitu Mulicrum Hebncarum. p. 65, 5 :c. 
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yd Defcription of tbc Grotto of Camoens, at 
Macao, on the Coq/i of China: with a View. 
By Eyles Irwin, Bfq. M. R. I. A. 1793. 


THE talents and misfortunes of the celebrated Camoens feem to 
have borne fo equal a proportion^ that^ it is difficult to pronounce/ 
for which he was the moft remarkable. If we look to the beauty* 
of his images, the fpirit of his diction, and the harmony of his' 
numbers, every thing yields to the impreffion of his eminence as a 
poet, and pity itfcif is loft in admiration of the author of the Lu- 
fiad. But when the 'tragic volume of his life is unfolded to the 
eye j when the bright dawn and. opening promifes of his youth arc 
contrafted with the perfecution and miferies that darkened his latter 
years, — ^we confidcr him as an obje€l more unfortunate than great, 
and far lefs calculated to excite the pang of envy than compaffion. 


To this caufe, however, his excellence may be fafely attributed. 
While the-want of patronage, or of bread itfelf, has been fuppofed 
to have ahirnated the genius, and quickened the diligence, of various 
names of renown, the Lufttanian bard rofc under the weight of ac- 


cumulated'misfortune j and, like the type which he difplayed on a 
memorable occafion, when he ftruggled in the Chinefe feas for life. 




Till! Gkotto or & . 
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and the immortal %vork which he bore above the waves, is no com- 
mon evidence of the exillence of a ruling providence. If his vifit 
to thofe diilant fcenes, which he was one day intended to celebrate ; 
if his exile to an inhofpitahlc coaft, where he planned and finilhed a 
monument of letters, by which his name will live to after ages*, — 
could be confidered as the work of chance, the important difcovery 
of Gama, and the epic poem of Camoens, can have no preteniion 
to the fpirit of infpiration,'*or to the intimate connexion that was fo 
necelfary for their mutual reputation. 

The (ketch which I have the honour to prefent, will recall to the 
feeling mind the chequered lot of genius, whofc fublimity could 
not preferve it from the fhafts of malice, and whofe degradation 
tvas only wanting, to complete its triumph overaperfecuting world! 
In this fecludcd fpot he found that peace -which the court and the 
camp had alike denied him^ -and to a Pagan nation he was indebted 
for that fecurity which he courted in vain among the Chnftians of 
the Eaft 1 At once the boaft and reproach of his country, he ex- 
tended her renown on the confines of the Pacific Ocean ; and the 
poem he produced in this retreat might make us cry out with the 
fympathetic bard, 

Yet, facred be the alien fpot, 

Where, by a fenfclcfs world forgot, 

The Poet'charm’d this diftant fliore 
With Epic tones unheard before; 

And in a defert, doom’d to fhame. 

Rear’d his pyramid of fame ! 
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T’ Amphion*s lyre lb fiblc gi\cs 
The magic power by which he li\cs. 

And oft to Fancy’s pcnfive ear 
The fon’rous notes are full and dear, 

As, coaftmg nigh the moonlight dcll, 

The ftrangcr kens the Poet’s cell . 

Where warbled Lo\c, or Wit the rhjmc, 

Syrens from the birth of Time 1 

That tempt thro* feas, with Rorms o’crcaR, 

To Immortality at HR ” 

The grotto of Camoens is pleafantly fituated on the w eRcrn fliorc 
of the promontory of Macao, and faces the harbour, which di\idcs 
It on that fide from the mainland. This promontory is a narrow 
neck of land, whofe Rony and barren furface is only rendered ha- 
bitable by the fca breezes that blow from three quarters of the com- 
pafs, and fomewhat temper the natural heat of the climate. Of 
trees or verduie, there is but a fmall proportion^ and to the pleafure 
grounds, in which the grotto has been enclofed, that proportion 
feems chiefly to ha^e been allotted To the tafleand enthufiafm of 
Mr William Fitzhugh, one of the Compan) *s former Supercargoes 
at Canton, the poet is indebted for the prefervation of this memo- 
rial of his labours , and the public, for the opportunity of paying 
their tribute at his Rinne. A few acres have been here laid out to 
as much advantage, as a Angular diverfity of ground, and a romantic 
fcite, within fo narrow a compafs, would admit The land border- 
ing the fea confiRs of a Rrata of Rone, thrown here and there into a 
kind of Cromlech^ whofe fkeleton Rate, from which the equmoxial 
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rains have waOicd the Toil, evidently denotes them to be tlic pro- 
dudlions of nature. In the center of the area a more confidcrablc 
eminence appears, on which the principal Cromlech /lands, bearing 
on its fhouldcrs.a temple, in the Chinefe tafic, that crowns the 
grotto of Camoens. This is merely an excavation in the rock be- 
neath, where a profile of the bard has been fcratchcd on the wall, 
of no farther merit than to remind us of the genius of the place. 
Nothing can be more beautiful or extenfive than the view from this 
fpot. To the call and north it is, indeed, flicltcrcd by the ridge 
that interfedks the promontor)*; but to the foulh, the city of Macao, 
with its Rccplcs and caftles, fill the eye, which, glancing to the 
weft, meets a profpcdl, diverfified 'with verdant ifles, and a line of 
woody and cultivated coaft, bounded by the majcftic Montagna, 
whofc pyramidical form and dark afpcift add no finall charm to the 
feener}' of Nature. From the moving objeifls in the harbour, 
which entertain for a tvhilc, the fpcdlator turns with anxiety to the 
plantations below him, where the vigorous and curious produ(ftions 
of the Eaft fo enliven and adorn this pi(fturcfquc retirement, as to 
have rendered it the choice and admiration of his Excellency Earl 
Macartney during his fliort abode at Macao. 

That a fccnc, and occafion, like this, fliould awaken the fym- 
pathy, and exercife the talent, of the poetical traveller, will furprift 
no feeling mind. To blend the effect with the caufe, and to make 
allowance for a fpontancoiis tribute to the fufFcrings and merits of 
the divine Camoens, is what the Author may fafely cxpcdl from 
the literary reader. 



130 


ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 


[No. II 


Sonnet /o CamoensV Grotto at Macao. 

High-favourM grot 1 that on the jutting verge 
Of old Cathay, in Ihades lequellerM, plac’d, 

Saw, with the poet’s form, thy pavement grac’d, — 
Studious his lyre to epic heights to urge. 

This be thy fame — not that the wreath which age 
Weaves for thy region * with myftenous hands ; 

Nor yet th* achievements of the daring bands 
Whofe glory blaz’d, unnval’d, on the flage : 

Veil’d is her pride • thetr fun is fet m lhame • 

But oft the pilgrim to this cell (hall ftray, — 

Still find the Poet living in his lay, 

While tafleand genius glow at Camocns* name : 

Still, with thy votary, ftrew the fill with flowers, 

Their lot far happier own, but, ah ! lefs bleft their powers 


Portugucfc 
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Curious Perjian Manujcript. 


IN the account of the Perftan Bulbul^ given in the Oriental 
Collections, No. I. (p. i6), the extraordinary work of Zaka- 
riah hen Mohammed ben Mabmood is quoted ; and it certainly is well 
intitled to the epithet extraordinary^ for perhaps no volume of the 
fame bulk contains fuch a Grange intermixture of real and fabulous 
hiftoiy, 2 ooIogy, botany, geography, 5cc., &c. But the name of 
the author is imperfe«5lly given in the quotation above mentioned : 
he thus mentions it himfelf, (according to two fine copies I have 
examined) in the firft page of his book : 


:tytsc^ ^ 

Thus fays the mcaneft of fervants, Zakariah Ben Mohammed 
Ben Mahmood Al Kamooly AI Cazviny.” 

And he is generally known by the laft title, Cazviny^ from 
Cazvin^ his native place. The work itfelf is entitled Ajaieh al 
Makhlookaty fignifying in Arabick the Wonders of Creation — Mira~ 
bilia Creatuiarnrn, or, as D’Hcrbelot* renders it, Les Merveilles 


* Bib. Orient. Art, Alma^hhukal- 
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Jes Creatmes. The author, in the fifth page of the Introduflion, 
tells us, And the name of thu Book ,s 

Ajaieb Almalbloucat , &c. 

The author of this curious work flounfhed in the feventh century 
of the Hegira, and died about the year of Chnll: 1275. He wrote, 
according to Monf. p’Herbelot. two other volumes ; neither, pro- 
bably, more mterefting than that of which I particularly fpeak. 
The A^aitb Almokhloucat contains feveral chapters, fubdivided into 
a multiplicity of fedions, in which every fcience is treated of ac- 
cording to the mod appiovcd Oriental fydems, and every depart- 
ment of natural hiftory explored . Galen, Aridotle, and PImy, are 
often quoted. Intermixed with much fable, fome truth may be dif- 
covered. Several curious hiftonck anecdotes are unexpedtedly found 
among defcnptions of wells, mountains, or frees. With dories of 
the Simorgb and winged dragons, are blended accurate defcnp- 
tions of a variety of real birds and ferpents Whilft the deferts of 
Africa furnilh our author with a number of hideous and monftrous 
imaginary creatures, he defenbes the quadrupeds and fifhes of his 
own country m a pleafing and cafy manner. His account of metals 
and mines of jewels contains much curious information : and I have 
no doubt but the Botanift might derive confiderable benefit from the 
defcnption of trees, flirubs, flowers, herbs, &c , given by this in- 
genious writer In Afiatick Geography his account of various 
mountains, rivers, celebrated fpnngs, &c , &c , would be extremely 
ufeful to any one engaged on that fubjedl . and thofe w ho are curious 


* The Simorgh, a fabulous bird of prodigious llze, faid to be endoircd with fpeech, &c 
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in aftronomy, mufick, arithmctick, medicine, aftrology, &c., will 
find a great fund of entertainment in tlic work of jU Cazvtni. To 
the hiftorian and the antiquar}', more intcrefting paflages will occur 
than could be expcdlcd in a book of this nature : in fliort, I know- 
few Oriental works which oftcr to any ingenious tranflator a richer 
fund of materials for Extratls^ of which it would fupply a large 
volume. 

The copy in my poflcfllon is a fmall, but verj' thick, quarto; 
containing above 800 pages: fpaccs arc left for paintings ever)- here 
and there, but unluckily they ftill continue blank. I once faw a 
copy full of beautiful drawings, reprefenting all the bcafts, fiflies, 
birds, trees, flowers, monflers, &c., deferibed in the book: and a 
year ago, a ver}' fine and perfect copy, faid to contain above 300 
paintings, was to be fold in London, with a number of otlicr Perfian 
manuferipts, brought from India by a Mr. Andrew's. If what I 
have here faid, (hall induce fomc ingenious Orientalift to extradt 
from the Ajaieb Al Makhlookat the curious, entertaining, and intc- 
refting paflages, and to publifli them with Iketches of the original 
paintings, I have rcafon to hope that he, and a variety of readers, 
would feel thcmfcivcs indebted to 


Anatolicus. 

CamirU^t, 

1797. 
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Turki/b ExtraBs. 


AMONG the manufcripts of the Harleian Colledlion, depofited 
m the Britifh Mufeum, is one written in the Turkifli language, and 
in a moft beautiful Tailich hand, decorated with feveral extraordinary 
pidlures, illuftrative of the ftrapge and wonderful narratives con- 
tained in the work, which is numbered in the catalogue 5500. — 
The following extradls will ferve as fpecimens of the whole. The 
fecrets of natural and occult philofophy feem alluded to in fome of 
the fables y more particularly the myfteries of the PhiIofopher*s 
Stone : but feveral of the anecdotes appear to be merely tranflations 
from fabulous Perfian treatifcs, and are evidently imitations of that 
very curious and entertaining work, the Agiaieb-aUmakhlucat of Al 
Cazvini. Many, however, are original; and fome, probably, have 
their foundation in reality. Of thefe ftories two are here given in 
the Turkifti, which will enable the reader to judge of the ftyle and 
nature of the work : 

0>^Ur yj Ol ^ ^ 

“ It is (alfo) related that in the Egyptian Nile is the River Horfe; 
and when that horfe comes forth from the ^vater, a certain viper of 
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thofe which abound on the banks of the NiJe, contriving the 
'definition of that horfe, 'coils himfelf up that he may bite him ; 
but the horfe breathing on. the ferpent, this creature falls into 
pieces.** 


. aT '** * 

juycl aa.*U 

jiJ ^ t5^ I * *t>jy 

3^1 cspji (Jia* ( . \ySr ^ J>*r <.^1^ ^ U y.> J « * ■* »-. 5 

y4x^jl bJaS crpMjj tr^ 

Aij>el t5^ '^>b' 

* ts*y^ 

y«Jl aJL>^a y*Abl^A^ aT 

“ They fay that in Egypt, when the crocodile comes out of the 
river Nile, he places himfelf on the flrand, and opens his mouth, 
when certain fmall birds, which arc called Toon, (a fpecies of per- 
roquet ) fly into his mouth, and devouring the little worms they find 
there, hover about him, Thcfe worms, occafion great pain to the. 
crocodile, fo that he rejoices when the birds deflroy them, and re- 
mains quiet 5 and for this reafon the Divine Majeflyhas made them 
the food of thefe birds. The crocodile neverhurts them, and feems 
to know the fervice they render him. It fometimes happens that 
he gets upon a dry place, and fuffers from hunger; certain flies then 
fly into his mouth, which he devours, and is prefently fatisfied. 
But the people of that country, when they find him on a dry 
fpot, torment him fo cruelly that it cannot be ex^irefled. An old 


T a 
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crocodile, notwithllanding, never hurts or molefts a human crea- 
ture*.” , 

“ It IS related that m Andalujta'\ there was a certain houfe, the 
door of which at all times was Ihut. Whofoever became King in 
that country placed an oblong flonc at the door of that houfe, and 
fealed it with the royal feal None of the Kings ever opened it, or 
faw what it contained, becaufe their fathers and grandfathers had 
declared in their fuccelTive wills, that whoever fhould afeend the 
throne, and attempt to inquire into the fecrets of that houfe, Ihould 
fuffer for his rafhnefs by a grievous punilhment. It happened that 
a certain perfon, named Dirteu^ became King of that country, and 
thinking that a treafure was concealed in the houfe, he anxioufly 
defired to open the door of it and examine its contents. When his 
courtiers and relations heard of it, they faid to him, ** None of 
the Kings who hitherto have reigned attempted to unlock this door: 
in their wills they have forbidden that it fliould be opened. Be 
thou, O King, unwilling to open this houfe, left evil fhould enfue; 
and we ftiall procure for thee, without opening it, whatever ad- 
vantages thou couldft expedl to enjoy from infringing the diredions 
of thy predeceflbrs ” The King, attending not to the counfel of 
thofe wife men, unlocked the door, entered the houfe, and beheld 
two brazen horfes, on which fat two Arabian cavaliers bearing m 

• We are told, however, m another ftory, that this forbearance of the crocodile is 
only exerted within the preemfls of Egypt there, though the boys put the creature to 
cxccflive torture, he never hurts them, but, when paft the borders of that country, he 
mangles and deftroys every man dial falls into his power 

t Often ufed for Spain in general die Arabs 
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their hands lances of various colours. Thefe ftatucs were talifmans, 
which had been devifed of old* left the Arabs fhould in\'ade and 

t 

fpoil the country, — ^but with the condition, that whatfoever King 
Ihould look on them, his empire (Kould be tom from him. When 
beheld thofe figures he was confounded; and accordingly, 
not long after, an hoft of Arabs came, and conquered and wrefled 
the empire from his hands.” 

M. Y. 


CoTijeBtures 011 the Egyptian Origmal of the 
Word nrp, and on its primitive Significatio 7 i in 
Greece; in a Letter from Granville Penn, 
Efq* to Major Ouseley. 

Ul Syhce felitt pnnu mutanlur !n annst, 

Prtma eadunt • tta verbtrum velut tnlerU alas, 

Et juvenum rUu Jfsrent msdj naia vtgenl^ut, HORACE. 

_)ear Sir, 

In conformity with the wilh you did me the favour 
of exprefling, I have ventured to put together fuch thoughts as 
fuggefled themfelves to me in illuflration of the etymology of the 
word (perra)^ inquired after by your correfpondent who 

affumes the fignature of Greeculus* . I fear I have been tempted, in 
the progrefs of the inveftigation, to exceed the regular bounds pre- 
feribed by the queflion propofed ; but if you fhould be of opinion 


Oriental ColIeAions, No. I, p. 90. 
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that the following argument is fuccefsfuUy maintained, I flatter my- 
felf it will thereby obtain a (qualification , for admifllon. into yout^ 
Colhai^ns; one of the moft valuable purpofes of which appears to 
me to be that, of tracing out the various relations, bothin hiftory and 
language, between the Eaft and Weft, the ancient and modem, worlds. 

The paflage m which the word exifts, is to be found in the 
1428th verfe of Lycophron’s Cajfandra^ and is as follows ; 

Kt/^rXXa Vmv Tr;Xodev 

VTTt^ xa^ct To^r&if 

trxia IIEPPAN, dftf^Xvvuv (reXui. 

The Latin verfion renders it thus : 

** Nubes etiam fagittarum procul emiflarum 
Supra caput ftabunt, et tanquam caligo 
** Umbra SoLEM teget, hebetans lucem.** 

“ A ftorm of arrows, hurtling from afar 
“ High o’er their heads, ftiaft, as a twiiighf ftiadc, 

“ "Veil the Sun*s orb alrd his efililgence dim.** 

Reichardus, the latcft commentator, thus interprets it : — ‘ ‘ partim 

fagittarum multitudine, veluti nube, Solem obfcuret.’* 

I believe this interpretation of wfja, to flgnify tbe Sun, is no 
where called in queftion. Tzetzes, in his Commentary, takes no 
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notice of 'the word; but it is evident, from his context, that he 
underftood it in that fenfe. Meurfius and Potter give it that figni- 
ficationj and Canterus fays, ** ita wdetur intcrprctanda vox 
“ qure nufquam extat alibi, 


In ailigning an origin to' this word, I have no hefitation in re- 
ferring it to the Egyptian as to the language frbm.-vvliich it was 
derived j and the reafons which I lhall produce for this decifion will, 
I trull, prove fatisfadlory to yourfelf and your readers. 


And firll, an ordinary and colloquial word for Sol in Egyptian 
was, wfij, PiRA *. This is obvious to whoever has call his eyes 
upon the firll rudiments of Egyptian, or, as it is vulgarly called, 
Coptic, literature. See Ktrehcr's Ling. JEgyp. Rejfit. p. 250. niPH, 
Sol. See alfo Jf'oide^s Lex. JEgypt. p. 83. Etenim ni-PH, pi-re^ 
** vcl pi-ra, iEgyptiis dici Solem^ triium vulgatumque ell fays 
Jabloniki, Pnnt/j. JEgypt. ptoleg. p. 82. And we accordingly 
meet with it repeatedly in the Coptic Pentateuch; as in Gen. xix. 
23, “ egreffus eft fuper terram, et Lot abiit in Segor.** So 
again Gen xxxvii. 9, ** Ecce vidi aliam vifionem. Putavi quafi 
" fj. brna. -J. ^uidRrjm. adnmhanA in. "CkjaA, 

XVII. 3,- “ Et euntes ferviverint Diis aliis, et adoriverint et 
“ lunam, aut omnia ex ornatu coeli, &c.** 


In the next place, Lycophron has, in feveral other inllances, in- 
duflrioufly fupplied his phrafeology, not only with ancient Greek 

* The Coptic « is equivalent to the Engltih a 'before a confonant, and to i before a 
vowel, Gramm. Copt. p. i, . 
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words fallen into, difufe, but alfo with feme current words from the 
languages of neigbouring nations, particularly Egypt. An evidence 
of this occurs in v. 579, where he employs the word to fignify 
wine, \^hich is no other than the ordinary Egyptian term, as Ifaac 
Tzetzes obferves on the paflage ; AiyvTrjtoi 'EPFIIN KaXaert rev eim. 
So alfo Euftathius : *EPni2 AtyvTfjf^t 0 civos. And fo we find it uni- 
verfally in the Coptic verfions. Gen. ix. 24. “ Sobrius autem fac- 
“ tus eft Noe ex EPn.’* Ib. xiv. 18, ** Et Melchifedec rex Salim 
** extuUt panes et EPIl, 

Again, in v. 747, he ufes f^cc^tv to fignify a JJjip. 

— — — ru\«s 

aVTV^yoTiVKTov BAPIN, — -~ 

This word is exadlly the Egyptian of Kircher, p. 75, which 
is rendered navicu/a ; and which is apparently the fame as the Eg. 

cophinus, corbis ; Woide Lex. p. 11. and / 3 /j, idem: as in 
Matth. XV. 37, And they took up of the broken meat that was 
** left feven or balkets.** This fpecies of vefifel is not ill de- 
feribed in the ark, which was conftruifted by the parents of Mofes 
to preferve their child on the furface of the river. B/f is rendered 
o-TTUfif by La Croze, which has the fignification of vas vimenium 
aut junccum The whole of this is exprefsly confirmed by He- 
rodotus, 1. 2. c. ^ 6 } where, fpeaking of the navigation of the 

• “ Nave primus inGrxeiam cx ^gyptoDanausadvenk: ante ratibus navigabatur 

** “~~Etiam nunc in Britannico Oceano vitUn corio circumfuta: fiunt ; in Nih/ ex 
“ P^’Pjro, et/arpe, et arundine." PL N. Hift. !. Vil. c. 56. 
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Nile, he fays , — rrtV BAPIN, yaj 5»I vvo^tct re/c/ 'Tt’kototfi TBTCiC'/.— 
on which Canterus obferves, ** eft proprie navis iEgyptiaca, 
tefte Herod, et Propert. quum ait : 

“ Baridos et contis roftra Liburna fequi.” 

de Cleopatra, ^iEgypti regina, loquens. Sxpe tamen pro quavis 
navi fumitur, ut heic,** &c. 

Many more inftances might be adduced; thefe, however, will 
be fufficient to ftiew, that Lycophron had fome acquaintance with 
the vocabulary of Egypt, and that he availed himfelf of that ac- 
quaintance. 

Laftly, we may not unrcafonably conjedlure, from what we know 
of the hiftory of Lycophron, that he had been in Egypt. For he 
lived in the tirne of Ptolemy Philadelphus, the fon of Lagus; and 
the compliments which he pays to him and to his queen Arftnoe, 
in the whimfical anagrams, by which he converts the name of 
•3^o\t[iafog into aiTo [4.sXi]aSf and that of a^vivcij into toy fhew that 
bje m <lhe«St vthh ttvOTCv, awd a.WvhMife us fufpe^^ that 

he was perfonally known to them. 

For the above reafons I incline to believe, that he has in the pre- 
fent inftance employed the Egyptian word for tJbe furty and that he 
has given it the form of by one of two ordinary procefles of 

Grecian dialed:. For the word might pafs into the form 

TTffo* (perra), either by changing the i and 57 into c and «, and 
u 
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doubling the f, according to the Done praftice, which Lyco- 
phron frequently employs ; or» in cale the Egyptian i was long, as 
was polTibly the cafe, and equivalent to the Greek u diphthong 
then the rEolic enunciation would render it from rrei^a, as 

a-rre^^u from — tSo; e^triv ot AfoXet; ro i to 

vovf otov tpQs^^a.—'Xeynirt to (r-rret^u crTTf^^a Etymol. 

Mag. \. apud Mattatre de Gf. Ling. Dial p, 147. 

But, although the form of may not, as Canterus fays, be 
found in any other author, I am yet much difpofed to fufpeifl that 
the fame identical Egyptian word, under another fornix has exilled 
in the Greek language from very early times. This part of the in~ 
veftigation, which I offer with extreme diffidence, is certainly alien 
from the objedl of the qucftion propofed by your correfpondent , 
but, as It appears to me to connect it with fome interelling particulars, 
fhould you be of opinion that the patience of your readers can 
tolerate the delay, I acknowledge I am much inclined to fubmit to 
their candour the following confidenlions ; and the more fo, as they 
will thus become a fample of a more extended harveft, which, in 
the event of their approbation, I might on a future occasion \enture 
to bring forward. 

Tint the Egyptian word fignifying the fun fliould have made its 
way into Greece at an early period, will rather be expedted than 

• " Mira ctl apud fenbas Coptitanim inter • — ct ■< m vocibus Gnccis confufio " 
Woidc Gr Ctp! p 6 “ Nempe » pro ,, ut apud /Egj’ptios frequenter ufuvcnirc 

novimus, unde ct a y, in Mareofionim fenpus pro <r.y, legendum,’ Ac Gcorgu 
Prff in Frag F lani S Jthan Gr Copt Tlicb p 1 
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wondered at, when wc remember tliat the Egyptian term for the 
moon was veiy anciently current in the fouthem part of Greece, in- 
volving itfclf in fome of its moll ancient mythologies ; and that it 
is more than probable, that the names of thofe two prefiding lumi- 
naries have ever travelled together. The Egyptian name for the 
moon is 10. Thus in the paffages above quoted from Genefis and 
Deuteronomy, “ Putavi quafi et iw ct undecim llclla: adorabant 
me.” and “ adoraverint ct iw,” 6cc. Wherefore Jabloniki 
remarks, Iw, loh, TEgypttis Lunam lignificat, neque habent illi, 
in communi fermonis ufu, aliud nomcn, quo lunam dclignent, 
prccter 10 Now the h^ytici^ who were anciently a colony from 
Egypt, and who inhabited tlic country firft called Pclafgia •f, next 
Argos, and lallly PcIoponcrus,.(ror the name of Argos was at one 
time common to the whole of that pcninfulaj.), ufed this fame 
word to lignify the moon, as Suidas has recorded } I&— »7w y«^ rr,v 
'ZO\r,yr,v SKetXvv j fo alfo Eullatluus, lu ya^ jf SjXjjvjjv xceja Tr,v 

Tuv A^ytiuy SiaXtKrov jj. ** lo fignifics the moon in the' dialedt of tlie 
Argians.” And John Malala has reported the fame faflj « Aj- 
ystci fiog-iKus TO ove^a. Tj;f <rsXr,vr,i to ecTrox^'j^ov Jw Xsyxjiy l&f a^ri 
“ The Argians, even to the prefent day, call the moon myftically 
by the name of Ic.” And wc find the fame appebalive tranf- 
/erred by the old lonians from Greece into Alia Minor, where their 

Pantheon iEgyptiorum. L. 3. c. i . p. 6. 
t Steph Bp. in verb. & Strabo. L. 5. p. 337-8. 

■ 4 Strabo. L. 8 . p. 570. - 

§ Suidas. idT. p. 129, V. 2. 

II Euflath. in v. 92. Dlonys. 

^ Apud P, ^g. ubi fup. 


U 2 
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great Deity, the Artemis of the later Greeks, who was no other than 
the Moon was worfhipped at Ephefus by the name of lO-XEAIPA, 
or lo-Cheres. 

TTa^^aXiijv E^iO'ev, ftsyct^xv m\iv I0-XEAIPH2 

“ Ephefus^ the great city ^Io-cheres,” This title, which 
IS a true Egyptian compound, the Grecian vanity, aflifted by the 
verfatility of the Greek language, converted into an adjedlive, and 
then abufively fubjoined it as fuch to the name of Artemis. Thus 
the author of the hymn afenbed to Orpheus, h. 34. 

TeivafAtvx ^at{icv «, 3 ^ A^tpiv 

This, among various other Ihriking teftimonies of the influence 
of the ancient Egyptian language- in Greece at a very remote teni, 
induces me to admit with little difficulty an opinion fuggefted from 
another quarter, that the Egyptian word expreflive of the fun^ was 
received into Greece at an early period of its language; namely, 
when that language experienced the firfl modification of its pri- 
mitive Celtic or Pelafgic by the incorporation of many words from 
the language of Egypt, and before its fubfequent and final modifica- 
tion, from the dialeifls of Phicnicia, Arabia, and Scythia. 

• l •^^w{ i, V rEAHNH. Phum. de N. Desr. p- 91- 

"t Dionyf. v. S27. 

% So alfo Hefiod. Theog. v. 14 and 918. 
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The form in which I venture to think that I recognife the Egyp- 
tian root is, that of (pura or pyra)^ taken cither as the 

nominative or accufative plural of or the nominative lin- 

gular of jTu^a — a? j both which words, however their fignifications 
may be diverfified, are undeniably one and the fame as to origin and 
form. And, indeed, when we obfcrve that the Egyptian word ren- 
dered by the Latin orthography is ptra^ and that pyra is alfo the 
Latin orthography of the Greek word ‘Ttv^a ; when we confider that 
the Latin language comprehends fragments of the moft ancient dia- 
ledl of the Greek j and whfen we reflect on the community of fig- 
nihcation between thofe two words in many re/pedls, either iingly 
or in compofition ; we cannot avoid perceiving a very ftrong prima 
facie evidence of an identity of origin. 

This will eminently difeover itfelf in the word pyramid, which 
word both the Greek and Egyptian languages fcverally claim; the 
former as deduced from ttu^, the latter from As no inftance 

can be produced tending to illuftrate more clearly the prefent argu- 
ment, I fhall venture to detain your reader a fhort time, by exhibiting 
the words of Jablonfki upon the fubje€l. “ The city of the fiinf 
Jays he, called in Greek HelJppolj*:, received if 5 name from fhe 
worfhip therein inftituted to the fun, which derived its origin 
from Egypt. At the fame place were alfo eredled the firft obelifks j 
and I have no doubt that the two pradlices were coetaneous. The 
form of the obelilks, which refembled in fome degree that of the 

* “ Pyramidh autem vocabulum forfan ^gyptiacum eft," HofFmanni Lex. 
Univ. Pyramti. 
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fohr nijs, countemnces this opinion j .^nd Iicncc it uas tint the 
ancient Greeks and Romms ^\c^c accuftomed to defenbe the p)ni- 
mids ^^l^lch the Egyptians afterwards creded in imitation of the 
obeliflvs, as “ the fcpulchrcs of the kings of Eg>pt, of a prodigious 
bulk, and terminating m a point m the manner of a riling flame, 
from which they dcri\ed their name .** — ** in modum flammx fur- 
gentis, unde ct nomcn acceperunt.** For the \anity of the Greeks 
derived the name 'ru^apif, nt ■sT»fcc, as if the Egyptians hid been 
under the ncccflity of rcforting to Greece for an appellative. Por- 
ph)ry obferves m general, that “ the pjramids and obeliflvs were 
reprcfentative of the nature of fire, but tint tlic rewr Jigure (which 
bears a refemblance xo the obchjk) was confccratcd by the ancients 
to the fun *’ What Tertulhan informs us from Jdcrmatelcs (or 
Demoteles *) who wrote of the affairs of Egypt, comes nearer to 
the prefent purpofe. “ Obehfci cnormitas, ut Hcrmatclcs adfirmat, 
Soli proflituta* ienptura cjiis, unde cjus ct cenfus, de >Egypto 
fuperflitio ell.’* Winch is explained by wint the ancients have 
left us on record, Obebfam deo soli, fpcctali munerCy dedicitum 
fluffs. But this fubject receives the moft complete and fatisfadlory 
elucidation from Pliny, where he treats of tlie origin and intention 
of the obeliiks , his w ords arc thefe. ** Trabes, e\ f) enite Japide, 
fecere reges quodam ccrtamine, obelifcos vocantes, Solis numini 
ficratos. Radiorum ejus argumentum in effigic eft, et itafgmjicdtur 
nomine And here I call to mind the elegant obfervation 

of my \alued friend the learned La Croze, which he communicated 
to me during a converfation on the fubjedt of the pjnimids, and 


PI Nat Hift t 36 c 13 


t Ib 1 36 c 8 
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particularly on this paflage of Pliny : that as Pliny has preferved 
for us the knowledge of the faft, thtu the obelilks were Jigurative 
of the folar rays ; and farther, that this refemblance was cxprejfed in 
their Egyptian name ; he concluded, that pyramis was the ancient 
Egyptian word for an obelilk. For it is notorious that the Sun was 
called (pire or pira) by the Egyptians; and the word 
(mue) (ignifies Jp/endor, radius^ et-sravyearfia (Heb. 1.3.); whence 
would lignify radius folts^ conformably with the inftrudlion 
of Pliny. The -Greeks exprefled it though ftn( 5 lly they 

lliould have rendered it ‘sri^afws ; but having perfuaded themfelves 
that the word was formed dzro ra they naturally rendered it 

The Egyptians, therefore, gave the name of pyramids to 
their obelilks at firft, becaufe they were defigned after a manner to 
reprefent the rays of the fun; arid they afterwards transfen’ed that 
name to ftrudtures of a larger bulk, thofe which are commonly 
called pyramids^ becaufe they flill preferved that figure, though at 
the fame time deftined to a different life , 

V 

Upon this ground of La Croze a queftion might be raifed, whe- 
ther the origin of the •snj^cc, pyrA, the funeral pile oi the Greeks 
and Romans, was connoted with that of the of the 

Egyptians ? The following fadts w'ould ferve as a bafis for fuch 
an inquiry, iff, Both the pyramid and pyrawtis ufed in the laff 
obfequies tendered to the dead; the former are deferibed as the 
fepulchres of the kings of Egypt ; the latter as piles on which the 
deceafed were laid for a purpofe equivalent to burial, andly, The 


Panth. ^gypt. Prolc^. p, 8i. . 
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former were edifices, ** ingcnti mole conftrueSa, ct in caenmen 
edudla"^,” in refpea: of the latter, “ quo quis ditior opibus, dig. 
nitate celfior, Mrtulibus praiHantior, hoc dii pyram cclfiorcm fohtam 
erigi+* * * § ’ The dimcnfions of both \scrc oftcnlimts ftupendous, 
** pyramiJ ampli/fima — odlo jugera obtinct foh J ’* And Homer 
defenbes the pyra of Patroclus, though nifcd on an hoftile beach, 
to be iya]ofiTs-oi v , but Athcnaius mentions one confidc- 

rably larger, "stv^xj vnraylu utpof xto^o-a^v ** 3dlj* Which 
IS a faft deferving pirticuhr attention, the name of pyra was appro- 
priated, not to the ignited pile, but to its rtrudlurc antecedent to tg- 
mtton *’ Pyra eft Iignorum congeries, Rogus, cum ardere ca- 
pent j|,** &c 4thly, The cuftom of ufing thefe pyra in Greece, 
began after its intercourfc with Eg)pt, for when Cecrops brought 
in his colony, the Greeks were in the praiftice of bur) mg their 
dead <1| sthly. The fchohaft on Homer reports the tradition that 
-they were introduced by Heracles** , noi\, the identity of this 
perfonage it is not eafy to afccrtain, fable having imagined fo many, 
but It may be worthy of confidcration that this name was fpecially 


applied to the Sun, to which the pyramid was held facred 


* Panlh .ffig Prol p 8i 

t Scrv m Mn 1 iv and I vi v 226 

t Plin Hiji 1 36 c 12 Alfo Herod 1 a On whofc account of the 
dimenfions of this pyramid, the learned Lord Montboddohas gnen fomc “ Ohjtnah ns 
in the Mu/eum Oxmicije for the prefcntycar 1797 

§ L I? 

H Serv m xr 185 

Potter, Archaeol b iv c 6 p 207 
Ib 
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d^^ox^Tuv *HPAKAE 2 , avec^ ‘srv^o^f Kcrftis, 

*HEAIE * 

To the above 'curfory remarks may be added the following ob- 
fervations of an elaborate French writer on the fubje^t of the pyra 
of Patroclus, ** They Hid the body of Patroclus (fiys he) on the 
middle and moft elevated part of the pile, the form of which was 
that of a blunted pyramid like thofc of Egypt. It was called a 
PYRA, the name ordinarily given to that fort of funeral piles. 
\Vc find in Snorr the reafon why thefe flrudlurcs were made fo lofty, 
and why they employed fo large a quantity of wood for Ipeaking 
of the death of Odin, he fays, “ That they burned his body in a 
moft honourable manner in the midft of flames, which afeended to 
a prodigious heighth , being perfuaded (fays this author) that the 
higher the fire could be made to afeend, the greater would be the 
honour beftowed in heaven on him whofe body was to be burned.” 
This likewife points to the reafon of the enormous fize of the py- 
ramids raifed by the Egyptians in memory of their dead For we 
have already ihewn that in their country, entirely deftitute of wood, 
thefe ftruftures took place of the whofe figure it neverthelefs 

retained. And in /aift, they are built jn ftages ivhich lelfeu gra* 
dually, in proportion as they afeend, like the pyr^e or piles defcribed 
on the Imperial medals , and their fummits were flattened to repre- 

• ^onnu3 , 1 40 Cemf Jablonlki Panth 1 2 p 19a tic and Bryant’s yfnat 
V I p 312 And Macrobius in his 1 1 c 20 Sacrorum adminjftra- 

tioncs apud ^gyptios multiplici aftu mulbpliccm dej aflerunt poteftatem, figmficantes 
HeKCULEM hunc elle — to* i> vavt ix vaSm HAIOV ’* 


X 
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fent the place on which the dead were depolited, when they made 
ufe of fire * 

Thefe paflages from Jablonflci and M D’Hancarville, Mia\e pro- 
duced folely on account of the light they throw upon the tvord 
account of the clofe relation the^ betraj between 
that word and the word pyramid ^ but not with the defign of en- 
forcing the remainder of their refpcdlive arguments, from botli of 
which, in fome particulars, I venture to withhold my aflent. For 
I cannot divert myfelf of a furmifc, that the origin of the word 
pyramid is to be looked for m the oblique cafes, fo that the d rtiall 
be radical In this cafe it may ^ery portlbly be a compound of the 
words fyrazzid amyd^ columna, Whether the word amyd 

fliould be confidered as originally Egyptian, or as being afterwards 
fubjoined by fome one of the many diaieirts of the Phcenician with 
which the Greeks had intercourfe, it would not be eafy to pro- 
nounce, but thus much is certain, that the W'ord amydf is 

one of the moll ancient terms which exift to fignify cohmna^ xwy} 
and that it is currently employed by the two moft ancient writers 
which remain j the one of whom had grown up to manhood in the 

• Am * Ja Grice, D Hancarvillc, Vol I pi 25-6 This caufe for the plat 
form, or flamefs of the fumnut, is in oppofition xrith the opmion of Lord Monboddo 
in the treatifc above quoted, in which he conjeaures, that in the ume of Herodotus it 
terminated in a point Without fubfcnbing m every particular to M DH , I 3*^ 
much inclined to think, on the report of learned travellers, that the platform of 
great pyramid is not the elFeft of cafualues 

t Semus in £n xi 849 Apod majores, nobiles aut fob montibas ahis, aut 
in ipfis montibus, fepehebantur , unde natum eft, ut fuper cadavera aut pyramides 
ficrent, aut ingentes collocarent columhje ’ 
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acquifition of every accomplifhment of Egyptian learning; the 
other, fuppofed by many to be Rill more ancient, exhibits fuch 
teftimonies of familiarity with Egyptian cuRoms, as to have en- 
gaged the pen of one of the moft illuftrious fcholars of the century 
in inveiligating them *. The firft of thefe is Mofes, who, among 
other inftances, ufes it in Exod. xrii, si. ** Jehovah aiitem ibat 
coram iis interdiu in amydt five columna^ nubis, ad 

ducendum illos in via j no(Ru in five columnar 

ignis ad lucendum iis, &c.** The latter writer, the author of the 
book of Job, XXVI, ii. applies it figuratively to the mountains ; 

** Amydi^ five columnce cceli Contremifcunt ;** to 
cxprcfs what the prophet Nahum fays without a figure ;• ** Montes 
contrerhifcunt coram ipfo.” 1 . 6. And Simon obferves on the 
word, ** Montes c^Moque vM excel/os Giscis ftmets, columnns, vo- 
cari, docet' Euftath. ad Horn. Odyjf, i. 53'. Sic Pindarus iEtnam 
vocat ceslejlhn coltmnam, Pytb, 1. 36 •J.’* The following is the 
paflage : 

■ Kiwy 

ovvt^fi 

vi^oKtnr A'iTVte — 

There remain twO' obfervations refpedling this' word, which, 
however bold the conjedlure, I cannot determine to fupprefs. The 
verb ttfice^t fignifies J^ettt — conjlitult — •Jlabiiivit. mDVi 

• ** Dt yeh Mgypih, feu de crehris attufimihttt ad ret Mgyptiat in Lthro yohit' 
This dlfcourfe of the great J. D. MichaelU is to be found in the Commentaries of the 
Gcehingcn Society. See alfo his note to Lowth*s ninth Pneleftioni 

+ Simonis Lex. Heh. et Chald. p. 726. 


X Z 



i 5 a ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS [No. II. 

conjifieniia, nDV, and "IDV is alfo ufed adver- 

bially, as prope, juxta^ and alfo, cum * It is ufed by Mofes and 
Jofhua, the moft ancient of the facred writers, in thofe different 
fenfes. We alfo find in Homer, the mofi: ancient Gentile writer, 
the word ufed adverbially in very different fenfes , yet it has 

long been cuftomary to confider it as a mere augmentation of «f<a , 
and this for no other reafon, than becaufc an ancient fcholiaft, un- 
acquainted with the dialedls of Afia, could affign it no better origin. 
But as it IS manifeft to every competent and unprejudiced judge, 
that the language of Homer teems with Phoenician words *1“, I fhall 
venture to adduce the above ancient root as the real etymon of 
and fhall illuftrate the conjedlurc by two mftanccs, which I am per- 
fuaded will be efieemed plaufible, at leall, even by thofe who fhall 
not be on the whole inclined to adopt it. The firfl inftance is in the 
opening of the ninth Iliad, where the poet compares the agitation 
which pervaded the Grecian army, to the following admirable picture 
of a ftormy Ihore : 

rJff S'avsfxci ^uo m^ov o^ivijov 

Kail Tu T6 

Ix^ovj (^ctTTiVTjs’ AMTAI2 Ss re KVfia xsXettvov 

KOP0YZTAI, '}TD?i>tou de aXa i^vxo; e^euccy 

As from its cloudy dungeon iffuing forth 

A double tempeft of the Weft and North 

• “ In Isco uht Jlo, hinc mecum ’ Sim Lex 

t See a work on that particular ful^ea, called Homerus Hilraszansv See alfo Lord 
Moriboddo s Origin and Png of Lang Vol I p 6 1 3 
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Swells o’er the fea, from Thracia’s frozen fhore, 

Heaps waves on waves ^ and bids tli* yEgean roar ; 

This ■way and that, the boiling deeps are toft; 

Such various paflions urge the troubled hoft. Pope. 

In this paftage, is rendered Jimul, according to the com- 

mentary of the fcholiaftj which is infignificant as it is cold. I 
venture therefore to fuggeft, that, agreeably with the radical figni- 
fication of the Hebrew the Greek is an adverb, illuf- 

trative or intenfive, of the fenfe of the verb Ko^^v‘]at ; and that it has 
no reference •whatever to i/je winds. For it is remarkable that 
llgnifies in acervum attolitury which is the natural force of 
the Hebrew IDVi and being taken adverbially may well be ren- 
dered It is in fa<ft \\\t figure employed by Mofes, in 
Ex. XV, 8; 'and the identical word ufed by Joflma in, 16. on a 
parallel occafion. For the former in his triumphal fong fays, 
“ The waters ftood up as an heap.” The latter, relating the pafling 
of the river Jordan, fays, The waters which came down from above 
fiood (ttjUuJ), and rofe up upon an heap.” Such alfo is the phreno- 
menon which Homer deferibes as produced by ordinary agencies. 
Kof^vijai dfcuS/f — in acervum altoiirur'f — would be a phra/e egui** 
valent to nOV* fieterunt ficut cumulum. The appearance 

of a ftormy fea fuggefts this comparifon fo obvioufly, that it is 
even a popular phrafe to fay, the fea runs mountains high. In 

* It is well known that afio, is derived from i/*’ There is then nothing 

incongruous in reforting to ifwi; for the origin of between which two 

words, in all their different fenfes, a clofe parallel may be traced. 

+ Or, fe attoht. 



1^4 ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. [No. II. 

Qy , yyQ meet with the liuncj ** He commundeth tmd itiiletli 
the ftormy wind which lifteth up the waves. They mount up to 
heaven, {xc^v-lui) they go down again to the deep,” &c. And 
Virgil deferibes the fame almoft literally : 

** Infeguitur cumuto praeruptus agus rrrons.** 

** Hi fummo in jiuBu pendent ; his unda dehifeens 

“ Terram inter flu^us aperit;— — — — 

What the poet adds, «Xa EXETAN, together with the 
ivord Kg^ve}ai 4 , favours the fenfe I conjedure in af^vha and renders 
it more to the purpofe than that of confociation with Boreas and 
Zephyrus. A congenial fpirit of poetry has made the tranflator 
render it, “ heaps waves on waves;** which is ftronger than the 
common interpretation admits, though minutely exadt with that 
which is here adventured. 

The next example is from the twenty third Iliad, and it has this 
peculiar circumftance in it, that it brings together the etymons here 
aferibed to the word pj,rjaxnxdf yei ii» jsnf ic* iwite ihero. When 
the winds, invoked by Achilles to aid the combuftion of the pile of 
Patroclus, which the Greeks were unable to kindle, yielded to 
his prayer, and reached the Trojan coaft, 

£» ?£ ^T£5’^ijy, piyce ia;^E 

i:avyvx‘St 5'aga toi >£ HTPHS 'AMTAIE If^aKKcv, 

^VTUvIt; Xiyius — — . 



ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 


>55 


> 797 -] 

“ Troy feels the blaft along her fliaking walls, 

“ TjU on the pile the gathered tempeft falls* 

“ The ftrufture crackles in the roaring fires, 

And all the night the plenteous fiame afpires.** 

Mr^ Pope is not equally fortunate in rendering this paflagc; 
which, with die fenfe here propofed for would defcribe moft 

forcibly that prominent and charafteriftic feature of a blazing pile, 
which it is not probable the correct mind of Homer would have 
omitted s hut which does not appear eidier in the Latin or Englifli 
verfion. I mean, the pyramidal ot columnar afeenfion of flame. 
To bring this paflage to the fame tell with the preceding one, I 
fhall produce the 38 and 40 verfes of the xx chap, of the book 
of Judges, a chronicle next in date. to that of Jolhua. “ Now 
there was an appointed fign between the men of Ifrael and the liers 
in wait, that they Ihould caufe a great body of fmoke to rife from 
the city. — ^And there began to afeend from the city a column, afivS, 
of fmoke; and Benjamin turned back, and behold the conflagration 
of the city afeended up to heaven.” In the lafi paflage from Ho- 
mer, cc^v^is will add a force analogous to that of «^y^, Jici// co/umna, 
in thispalTage from Judj^esj and it might be underftood to lignify 
literally, in a body, cn majfe, conjunBim, fafeiatim. Thus the ipXof 
IITPH? AMTAjf would go near to identify itfelf with the 

PYRAMiD«/<j jlamma. 


It would be incongruous to add more at prefent in fupport of this 
conjedure ; X therefore abandon it entirely to the examination and 
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corre(Slion of abler judges, and refurae the’thread of the inquiry from 
■which this fubjedl has dra^vn me afide. 

The eminent and venerable Mr Bryant has the following paflage 
in that Thefaurus of learning, his Analyjis of Ancient Mythology *. 
Contending that the Sun was the imiverfal Deity of Egypt, of Afia, 
and of Greece, and obferving on the various names of that Deity, 
he fays, “ Pofeidon, God of the fea, was alfo reputed the Chief 
God, the Deity of Fire This we may infer from his pneft, he 
was called a Purcon, and denominated from him, and ferved in his 
oracular temples, as we learn fiom Paufanias , who fays, “ that the 
oracular mimjler of Pofeidon was, Pyr-Con.*’ He mentions a 
verfe to the fame purpofe . 

2i;v Ti HTPKilN ttfifiveXof hKvJii Evyori'yaiv, 

P’urcon IS, /gnu vel lucu domtnus and we may knoW the depart- 
ment of the Godt from the name of the priejl. He was no other 
than the Supreme Deity, the Sun , from whom all were fuppofed 
to be derived.” I will take the liberty of fuggelling, whether the 
folid argument of this diftinguifhed writer will not appear to be 
better fuftained by deriving tlie word ^yq-Kcov from 7 rt/ga, quajl 
as expreflive of the Sun, efpecially when we fliall have compared 
the remainder of this argument, than either from ttu^, m the vulgar 
fenfc of fie, or from PUtr, as « is here divided, uniting the Egyp- 
tian article with the Phcenician or Hebrew root ur. 


• Vol 1 p 31 a 
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But (to return to our argument) in thus alTummg for the 
orgmal word from whence the word has been formed by 
elifion, I need fcarcely remark that we are not iinivcrfilly to con- 
lider the nominative cafe of every Greek and Latin word as its 
radix *. This is fo obvious as not to have efcaped the obfervation 
of the ancients, whofe etymological exercifes, neverthelefs, are in 
general as puerile, as the ignorance of the fources to which they 
Ihould have applied, was confummate. Varro refers to the above 
principle when he obferves, ** rcdto cafu quern dicimus impos^ ob- 
fcurius eft efte a potentia quim cum dicimus tmpolem The fadl 
IS, that when cuftom (or whatever caufe) had eftablifhed a certain 
taxis^ or order, in the language, every foreign word adopted was 
marlhalled into fuch nnk or place, as its nati\e figure, or the habits 
of thofe who adopted it, determined. 

And this being the cafe, I conceive the word may hive been 

formed by elifion of the final «, by the or curtailing 

pradlice, of the ancient Greeks^ 

* “ The nommalivcs (fajs Mr Bryant) have in numbcrlefs inftanccs fufFcred a 
cliange in termination and Tie rauft ncccflarily apply to the oblique cafes, in order 
fo mvelhgate the radix Anai^i ef A Myth Vol II p 355 Sec alfo Vbl I 
p 

t De Linff Laf 1 4 p 4 

J Aa>5i4)» flit Ti) ^»r8M Taj T# i./* » XiVt» to offi« »4/— 

^ T» TO avia De Homert DtnIeSi Plot (xk) Euftatli )— See aJfo Strabo, I 8 p 559 
Where he produces inftances of -nords cartailcd, «« 1 « avexiVii On Tihich place Ca- 
faubon obferves, “ Plutarchus fieri hoc ait xol* cavniSa Aaj ficut et gram 

matici annotarunt Donenfes effc — Sed et apud Latmos voces 

iftiufmodi repermntur 


Y 
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Before I proceed farther in this mveftig'ation, I fhall here produce 
the judgment of Plato on the exotic origin of the word, and I fiiall 
hope to Ihew in the fequel, how remarkablj the evidence of philo- 
logical refearch corroborates his opinion 


In his Cratylus, in which the original fignification of uords ir 
the chief objedl of the dialogue, Hermogencs propofes to Soentes 
feveral words, and, among others, the word To which Socrates 
replies, “ in rcfpeiR of I am in doubt,” — to rv^ arc^j Pre- 
fently, however, he deli\ers his opinion m the following manner: 
*•* I think, (fays he) that the Greeks, efpccially fiich of them as 
lived fubje< 5 i to the dominion of foreigners, adopted many foreign 
words , fo that if any one fliould endeavour to refolve thofe words 
by reference to the Greek language, or to any other thin that from 
which the word was received, he muft needs be involved in error.*” 
And he concludes by particularifing -iruf, as of the number of thofe 
foreign words. 

Now, this being the judgment given by Plato of the exotic ori- 
ginal of TTUf, It remains for me, on tbe ajfumption that the word 
formed from is no other than the Egyptian *, to Ihew 

• It IS well known tint the ancient dialers of Greece and Italy ufed the u for the 1 . 
as for 0 0 Xes, &c Quinnlhan, 1 1 c 7 ** eplimut, maxmust tit mediam 1 , 

quae vetenbus u fucrat, acciperent At a ftill earlier period it is probable that the t 
was ufed, which was afterwards changed to the « Knight on the Greek Alphabet p 1 33 ’ 
The Roman y feems to have had a rclaUon to both thefe vowels, for the words purur 
and pyra are both from the fame root 


Quum voluit fiilget in dies ” Ovid 
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'firft, hcrjo the hgnification of that word could have been extended fo 
far as to embrace both the notions of fre^ and of the fun; and 
fecondly, to fliew that, in point of fahly it had originally both thofe 
Significations in Greece. 


ft • — Selet 

“ Admittunt /«w, et fine foce diem.” Mart. 

“ Regia falls erat fublimibus alta cotumnis, 

** Clara micante auro, flamma/qac imitanfc /^ropo.” Ovro. 

Lennep denies the word to be exotic, and afligns this unfolid reafon ! Voces 
Orientales, igntm indicantes, ff/chf fimilefque, nimiiim quantum videntur 

dlflare, quam ut indt Gracum commode dcpiavari potucrlt.” But that which is 

true of &c., k not therefore true of 

\To he continued,"] 


Faraj)hrq/e o/' Sir William Dunkin’s Latin 
Epitaph on Sir William Jokes, given in 
Ouseley’s Perfian Mifcellanies, p. 185. — jBy 
Eyles Irwin, Efq., M. R. I. A. 

SKILL’D in the laws, and faithful to their fenfe, 

Who ftill wouldft grace, but rigour ne’er difpenfe : 

‘Second to none in Virtue’s hallow’d page. 

And far the foremoft in a learned age. 

Go 1 where to Ipirits of thy race alone 
To reach fubJimer wifdom can be known. 


Y 3 
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in ^ iiXwi Oix*.^ ji *r A... .■ ' 1^ ( , \ ys. .ysi 

^Ua.s*W y«j ULS-i j 0.ij*5lf ^ ^ ^ ^>MiS CoL&I j iVjjjT 

oOw«t L* 3 cAi r^* otiiiU *r *aU ^j3 

iS j 1h > ^»*<*‘- * \jj,\ U J 

(“ll^ ^ jl l)j' U !«' La 


j «‘wl Ij j oViil-' ^Ua^iJs ^ f , ^ Lt 5>» *<«Li f . 

oyj J ^Ua^ili Cu>^ ^y<*^ 

uvXfT* J Owo^ ijfJ »»)^' fS>s\y. j\ ji *^1-* 

ttUijij Cojj Cm. 1^ ^U l^r #r <1 XmjU ^ 8|^4i^ f . >^l£a*.««><-s» •’ 
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The Flight and Murder of Yesdejherd, the Iqfb 
Perjian Emperor of the Sqjfanian Dpnqfly-— 
Traiifated from the Perfian of Ahmed Ibn 
Afem of Cnfa hp the Rev. B. Gerrans. 


WHEN the inhabitants of Merou knew that he had fled from 
Perfia, and come to their province for protedion, they excited a 
tumult againft him, treated him with difdain, and endeavoured to 
apprehend and put him to death. For this purpofc, they wrote a 
letter to Tanjtauck*, a Turcoman Prince, intimating, that the King 
of Ajem-f, who had fled from before the Arabs, was come to them, 
that they had no defire cither to favour, or protect, him j that they 
preferred Tanjtauck before him; and defired him to come to them, 
that they might throw off their allegiance, and deliver up the province 
to him. As fbon as Tanjtauck received this letter of theMerouans, 
he complied with their requeft, and marched with a numerous army 
towards Merou on the day following. Yefdejhcrd having received 
information of his coming, left the caravanfera where he had halted, 
and departed at midnight, unaccompanied cither by pages or at- 
tendants. As he travelled on without any certain deftination, he 

• Tanjtauck is callad by Abil Pharage Turchan, 

t AJem, Perfia,^ ufed m this place contemptuoufly. 
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jlT \j jCww U*,^ ]j iS>y> 

^ ^ Jy l-oT ^ fa.<^ jl 

jU ^ j_j<»Xas. !i^ jiL^j *>o U-~ » jA j sA 4,AU» );-< «-^— -iJ 

^ y\jA Aj^i jJ ^ AjIa Iju«.I ^ \tjA f ^ Lt^Ai*.! IS^^ kA^Mil tS 

( ^ ^ f ^ ljljyM.1 ^ jA ^ aI^J^ AA^ J ^ «>»M» JuW 

^ 4XaXmIa^^ 4_4^)^ju* 1^A ^ kA^J^ ^1 aI* iX^^XjiXj 

i$L» ^ iXaAmIa^ AmI^ j ^Ij j AAA^Jyan^ tJ^j^ A^ L» A> ^ ^ iS^A^ 

tJo^l ^ j3j J ^ *^ 4X*2^J.X>1 4_>J jA ( ^ UTaUmJ* j ^ 

f ^liiljuml I ubui .XjiXuJilg 

p»«-j (15^^ f *** aI* ^ ^ ^ 

jI j u>>^ ^ ^ 3j^ «>i»^L i_>ijA ^ti «>»«{ {j^ {j^j^ 
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perceived on the right-hand £de of the road, near the margin of a 
Handing piece of water, not far irora Merou, a light, to which he 
diredled his courte, and when he came up to it, faw a miller, whom 
he thus addrefied ; I am an unfortunate man, and have an enemy, 
whom I greatly fearj give me an afylum for this one night, and 
for my protedlion I will give thee thefe clothes, ornaments, jewels, 
and money. The miller replied, go into the mill-houfe, and remain 
there. Yefdejherd accepted the invitation, entered the houfe, and, 
overwhelmed with care and anxiety, ftretched himfelf along, and 
fell alleep. Whea the miller’s (laves favv that he was thus impru- 
dently repofing, they took up a large club, and murdered him as be- 
lay j then ftnpping him of his clothes, embroidered with gold and 
filver, his jewels, ornaments, and Tiara*, drew him out by the- 
feet, and threw him into the mill-pond -f*. On the diy following, 
when Tanjtauck came to Merou, he found the inhabitants of that 
city feeking the unfortunate prince on every iide, and happening by 
chance to come to the fame miller, they inquired after Yefdejherd, 
theemperoi. The miller anfwered, I know nothing of him , the 
boy in the woollen garment will explain. The Merouans then 
obferved a boy reeking with the moft exquifite ointments, and 

* ^Ij This word I .have tranilated Tiara, becaufe the ancient kings of Perfia ne\ cr 
wore a crown 

+ Some Aliatic hiftonans inform xis, that this unfortunate monarch fell in the battle , 
others, (among which is the Arabian hiHonan already mentioned,) tliat he was killed 
at the miller s door, by feme of the enemy s cavalry Great as the authority of Abil 
Pharage may be, thecircumftantial account which Ahmed Ibn Afeirt gives of the expe- 
dition againft Perfia, the heroic adlions of aPerfian pnnee, and other chiefs who fell m 
that bloody and decifive battle which fubjugated their country to the Moflcms, incline^ 
me to give the preference to the Cufaran ntanufenpt 
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perfumes, and drelTed in the Perfian princess clothes, which they 
recognized, and tore from him. Being now convinced of the 
treachery, they foon difcovercd other accomplices, whom they 
qiieftioned; but finding them obflinate, proceeded to a more ef- 
fectual examination, by torture, upon which the miller^s boy con- 
feffed the whole matter. Tanjtauck then fent fome men into the 
pond to fearch for Yefdejhcrd, whom they found, and brought out 
to him. When the Turcoman prince faw the dead body of the 
murdered emperor, he wept bitterly, and commanded it to be 
fprinkled with fwcet odors and perfumes, wrapped in fine linen, 
put into a coffin, and carried back to Perfia, that his alhes might be 
mingled with thofe of his royal anceftors, and be buried with all the 
honours and ceremonies of preceding emperors. After this, he com- 
manded the miller and Iiis Haves to be put to deatli. 
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Mtifk Deer of Napal. 


FOR the communication of the original drawing, made in Indn 
by an artift of that country, (from which the annexed engraving 
has been taken) and the following particulars of the Mulk Deer of 
Napal, the Editoi is indebted to Colonel Ironfide 

Feet Inches 

Length from between the ears to the fetting on of the tail a 4 

Height - a o 

Length of the head - - o 7 

— of the ear - o 4 

■ of the tail - - o 6|; 

of the teeth - - oS-j 

The hair very brifUy and thick, of two inches long 




MUSK DCCR«f N/VP/VL 
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On the Antiquities of Peijepolis, Ifalihar, or 
Cbebehmnar. 


I HAD defigned to offer for infertion in the prefent number of 
the Oriental Collections, fome remarks and conjeftures on 
the rums of Perfepolis ^ but from a confiderauon of the bulk to 
which they have mfenfibly fwelled, I am induced to referve them 
for publication as a feparate Eflay, or as part of a confiderable and 
very extenfive work on the General Hiftory and Antiquities of 
Perfia 

In prefenting the following hally fketch, the refult of my m- 
quines on a fubjeft already handled by fo many learned men, I am 
aware, that, however fupported I may be by Orientalifts, I expofe 
myfelf to the animadverfions of feveral antiquaries who effeem the 
Grt-tk -aVid LrAm dlOT* VvtAthy WiVtf, d^freg-vid 

the evidence of Eaflern authors even on the traditions of their own 
country. I fhall not, however, helitate to declare myfelf dilTatisfied 
with the various conjedlures hitherto offered on the origin and hiftory 
of the Perfepohtan remains by thofe mgenious writers who difcover 
in them the veftiges of Egyptian or Chinefe architeiflure, of temples 
dedicated to Sabean or Magian ntes of worfhip , or of an edifice 
ereded merely m honour of the Royal Maufolea Thefe conjec- 
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tures, and all the claffick authorities on the fubjedt, I Ihall examine 
in the future publication announced above, and declare my o^\’n 
opinion that Firdaufz alone may ferve as interpretei of the Sculp- 
tures and as our guide among the venerable ruins of Perfepolis. 
This opmion I conceived on my firft pemfal of that poet’s incom- 
parable Shab-Namn, or Hifory of the ancient Peifian Kings ; and I 
am confirmed m it by the teftimonies of various travellers, from 
whom we learn, that the figures cut on ftone are explained by the 
inhabitants of the place as reprefentations of fome e\ ents recorded 
by the Perfian Homer I fhould far exceed the bounds which I 
liave prefcribed to myfelf at prefent, were I to adduce from Herbert, 
Mandelflo, Oleanus, Chardin, Krempfer, Le Bruyn, Niebuhr, 
Franklin, and others, all the evidences in favour of my opinion : 
the engravings given by fome of thofe travellers fufficiently corrobo- 
rate it A confiderable part of the rums is ftill called the “ Throne• ** 
or feat of “ Gemjhid '\ the ereiSing of Mhich is fully defcnbed 
by Firdaufi. The fire-worfhip introduced by Houjhcng, and the 
religious ceremonies of Zeratujhty or Zoroafler, are clearly defcnbed 
by the fculptor and the poet. The figures of monflrous animals, I 
have no doubt, cxprcfs Firdaufi’s AzbdebaSy DeevSy Sitnorgbs, &c. 
The proccjjion feems to commemorate the rites and feaft of the 
NuniZy mflitutcd on the fpot by GemJJjjd The combat of a hero 
with a hideous creature, car\ed on the walls, and reprefented on 

• I allude not, m this place, to the ttfenpham hitherto undeaphered, although I 
am not •without hopes that a ke> will be foon difcoNcred >Rhjch fhall enable us to unlock 

ihofc rcpofitones of trcafurcs fo long concealed 
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many Perfepolitan gems, appears to be no other than the celebrated 
RuJIam's battle with the Deev Arzhenl^ ox Deev Sepeed, with which 
all readers of the Sbah-Nama are fo well acquainted 

It IS not only at IJlakhar that Firdaufi may ferve to explain the 
ancient monuments of Perfia The caftle-of the White Giant, or 
Demon, (the Dcev Sepeed above mentioned) was feen by Father 
Angelo* and at theplace which the inhabitants c'xW NalJh-i-RuJIam-^^ 
(or Ruftam's image), that hero is found with a female, and a fmall 
figure, which, I am perfuaded, reprefent his miftrefs, the fair 
pnneefs of Semengaun\^ and his fon, (by her) the unfortunate Sob^ 
raub In fhort, fo exadly do the works of the fculptor conrefpond 
to thofe of the poet, that one would be induced to imagine either 
that the Shah-Neima had been compofed on the fpot as explanatory 
of the fculptures, or that the chiiel had been guided by the verfes of 
Firdaiift, 

But I fhall demonflrate in the future eflay, that a little before the 
time Ftidauji wrote (in the fourth century of the Mohammedan rera) 
the rmns of IJlakhar were vifited by curious and illuftrious ftrangers 
as monuments of antic^mty — ^That they were vifited by the poet 
does not appear either from his own works, or thofe of his biogra- 
phers. To account, therefore, for the correfpondence between the 

• Gazophyl Perf p 127 

J. or, according to Ibme copies of the Shah Nama, c . Sttem- 

gaun, the latter reading Mr Oufeley has followed m the p 114, 

hut I have reafon to think the former more correfi 
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tures, and all the claffick authorities on the fuhjea:, I lhall examine 
in the future publication announced above, and declare my own 
opinion that Firdmifi alone may ferve as interpreter of the Sculp, 
tures *, and as our guide among the venerable rums of Pcrfepolis. 
This opinion I conceived on my firft perufal of that poet’s incom- 
parable Shah-Nama, or Bijlory of the ancient Perfian Kings; and I 
am confirmed m it by the tcftimonies of various travellers, from 
whom wc learn, that the figures cut on ftone are explained by the 
inhabitants of the place as reprcfcntations of fome events recorded 
by the Perfian Homer 1 fiiould far exceed the bounds which I 
have prefcribed to myfelf at prefent, were I to adduce from Herbert, 
Mandelflo, Oleanus, Chardin, Ktempfer, Le Bruyn, Niebuhr, 
Franklin, and others, all the evidences m favour of my opinion ' 
the engravings given by fome of thofe travellers fufficiently corrobo- 
rate It. A confiderable part of theruinsis ftill called the “ Throne** 
or feat of “ Gemjlnd-^^ ’* the creeling of which is fully defenbed 
by Firdaufi. The fire-worfhip introduced by Houjhengy and the 
religious ceremonies of ZeratuJhtj or Zoroafter, are clearly defenbed 
by the fculptor and the poet.-' The figures of monftrous animals, I 
have no doubt, expicfs Fndaufi’s Azbdebas, Deevs, Smorghs, &c. 
The procejfion feems to commemorate the rites and feaft of the 
Nuruz, inftituted on the fpot by Gemjhid The combat of a hero 
with a hideous creature, carved on the walls, and reprefented on 

* allude not, in this place, to the tnfcnpttans hitherto undeciphered, although I 
am not without hopes that a key will be foon difcovered which fliall enable us to unlock 

thofe rcpofitories of treafurcs fo long concealed 
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many Perfepolitan gems, appears to be no other than the celebrated 
Rujiam*s battle with the Deev Arzbenky ovDeev Sepeedy with which 
all readers of the Shab-Natna are fo well acquainted 

It IS not only at IJlakbar that Firdaufi may ferve to explain the 
ancient monuments of Perfia. The caftle of the White Giant, or 
Demon, (the Deev Sepeed above mentioned) was feen by Father 
Angelo* and at theplace which iht mh^A^itzntsc'dWNalJh-j-RuJIam-^y 
(or Ruftam’s image), that hero is found with a female, and a fmall 
figure, which, I am perfuaded, reprefent his miftrefs, the fair 
pnneefs of Semengatin\y and his fon, (by her) the unfortunate Sob^ 
rauh. In fhort, fo exadly do the works of the fculptor correfpond 
to thofe of the poet, that one would be induced to imagine either 
that the Shab-Natrta had been compofed on the fpot as explanatory 
of the fculptures, or that the chifel had been guided by the \erfes of 
r/rdai{/7. 

But I fhall demonftrate in the future elTay, that a little before the 
time Viidaufi w rote (in the fourth century of the Mohammedan cera) 
the ruins of IJlakbar were vifited by curious and illufirious ftrangers 
as monuments of antiquity. — That they were vifited by the poet 
does not appear either from Jus own works, or thole of his biogra- 
phers. To account, therefore, for the correfpondence between the 

* Gazophyl Perf p 127 

$ I or, according to fomc copies of the Shah Noma, Silm- 

gaun, the latter reading Mr Oufeley has followed m the p 114, 

but I have reafon to think the former more coiTc<a 
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narratives oi Shah-Nafna, and the fculpturcs of Chehhmnar, we 
muft fuppofe the fame events to be reprefented m marble, winch, 
after a lapfe of feveral ages, the poet his recorded m his hiftonck, 
though romantick, page , and this fuppofition gives authenticity to 
the ancient Pchlavi annals, from which, it is well known, the 
Perfian bard compiled his inimitable poem. That Cbehlminar, (or 
IJiakhar) the true Perfepohs, has been doubted and denied by 
many. Of the identity I am perfedly convinced, and that the 
rums now remaining, by fomc called Khancb Dara*^ are thofc of 
the Royal Palace . and I fliall hereafter trace the hiRory of thofc m- 
tcreftmg monuments of former ages, from the prefent defolate con- 
dition of Cbehlnnnar\ (improperly fo called, fince fifteen columns 
only are now to be feen entire) to the time when nineteen, and in a 
more remote age thirty-three columns were vifiblc, from that period, 
(the twelfth century of the Chriftian i€ra) when, if we may believe 
the geographer Akdrifi^ Iftakhar was the moft flounflimg city of 
Perfia, to the beginning of the eighth century, when Arabick coins 
were llruck there I fliall fhew from various Perfian writers, and 
particularly the author of the Shirauz Namab%, and Mirlhond, (the 
moft authentick as well as the moft voluminous of the Oriental hif- 
torians, and who has made Verdauji his guide through all the early 
traditions), xdv\\. IJlalhar the burial-place of the monarchs of 
Iran, the metropolis of that country, when Alexander, on the death 
of Darius, was invefted with the imperial power, and fat there (to 

* [jli the houfe of Danus— K®mpf 325 

+ forty columns, or pillars 

t A moft curious and valuable manufenpt, illuftrating the antiquities and topegraphy 
•f Perfn, of wluch I have rcafon to believe that diere is but one copy in Europe 
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life the words of our writer) “ on the throne of Kaiumers^ and of 
Kaikobad ; — “ for,*’ fays another more ancient, “ lilakhar has al- 
ways been the rcfidence of Perfian kings.** 

Cbehhninar of the prefent day is known to be IJk^khar^ and IJ}ak-‘ 
har by Oriental record? is proved to have been the feat of empire, 
the metropolis of Perfia, where Alexander fat on the throne of his 
vanquiflied foe, the burial place of the ancient kings ; in /hort, 
though nothing now remains but the ruins of its imperial palace, the 
Perfepolis of claflick hiHory. 

P. D. V. 


Account of Cashmere. — Tra7iflated from the 
Perfan of Rafied’din, ^uitb Anecdotes of 
that Poet, by Major Ouseley. 

OF Rqfied*dint the author of a very curious and entertaining 
Divan, I have not hitherto met with any other anecdotes than thole 
fcattered through his own works. Wc may thence colledl that he 
was a native of Hindollan, and probably of that province called the 
Dekkan, which he delights to celebrate. It appears from the ode 
beginning thus, 
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that he ferved in a military capacity j and he boafls in a moR ex- 
travagant manner of his own bravery and feats of arms, in another 
poem, where he defcribes himfelf as the hero Rujlaniy the Perfian 
Hercules, “ /landing between the ranks of warriors cafed cap-a-pte 
in complete Reel.’* 


That he attached himfelf to the perfon of the illuftrious emperor 
Akber, we learn from fome other paflages i and from that monarch 
he received the reward of his poetical labours. ** When the Divan 
of Rajia, (fays he, in the lafi: tetraftich of that work) “ %vas brought 
to a conclufion, the poet received gifts and favours from the mo- 
narch. It was compiled and written in the kingdom of the Dekka/i, 
and finiflied in the year of the Hejira one thoufand and ten*-*’ 

^1x3) sU-aL 

His military ferviccs feem alfo to have gained him a very ho- 
nourable diftindionj for the rich drefs beftowed on him by the 
emperor, to which he alludes in the following line, was more pro- 
bably earned by the fword than by the pen : 

sU 


• Of the Chriftian ^n, i6oi. 
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In a work of fuch magnitude as the Divan of Rafei'din^ (which con- 
tains near 15,000 diftichs), it is not to beexpedled that all the poems 
Ihould polfefs equal merit. His ftylc is not by any means fublime: 
the thoughts in many of his fonnefs, and indeed the very words, are 
borrowed from the more Celebrated poets ; yet, in a multiplicity of 
inflances, he exhibits a pleafing originality, which diftinguilhes him 
from the crowd of Perfian verlifiers, whofe Divans in general con- 
tain little more than tirefome defcriptions of Spring and its delights, 
in which the fame images recur a thoufand times, or incoherent 
rhapfodies, half amorous, and half religious. Though limilar in- 
confiftencies abound in the fonnets of our poet, who appears to have 
been at once a paffionate lover, a zealous devotee in religion, and an 
enthufiaHick admirer of beauty, (a combined character applicable, 
perhaps, to all the Perfian lyricks), yet his Divan is peculiarly 
valuable, on account of the numerous local and htftorical allufions 
found in itj— anecdotes of men whom he had perfonally known j— 
defcriptions of places he had travelled or refided in ; — of curious ob- 
jects he had feen, and of tranfaiUons in which he himfelf had been 
concerned.— All thefe relations bearing internal marks of the author*s 
accuracy and veracity. The praifes bellov ed on Cajhmere in the 
following extrail will not appear exaggerated to the reader acquainted 
with^the ufual fiyle of Oriental eulogium ; according to which a 
temperate climate and fertile foil give any country a claim to the title 
of “ Paradtfe ; or, I'be Seat of perpetual Spring:** and a moderate 
degree of beauty renders any damfel ** a cekjlial Hound* The de- 
lights of Calhmere have been always a favourite fubjeil with Caftem 
writers, as the various flowery epithets which generally attend its 
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lame fufEciently prove*. After celebrating the cities of Lahore, 
Futtaghur, Barhampoor, and other places, Rafied’din proceeds in 
ais Divan, (among the poems ending in the letter r) thus to fmg 
he nraifes of the ever-blooming Caflimere: 

A ** 

^ jjaT 

i? 3 I * ^ j o|^ 

U a , *v Ij ^Lw 

j ^ if CvaaXr 

j-’y^ Ji v>^ oU9j 6!jy 

» 

iji^A ^ ijjio 

j «af 

t»A4^ jl 4^X( (JiM 

isUnJ ^ OJJUJL^ jU ^ 

rt",P ^ 

>^^***i;(j**w f . 

^ tshi 

tpljL^ 


* Caflimere, the »>untiy of perpetual fpring. y-u^g ‘ 

tlic envy of Paradifc. ^ CJ^ with the afpeft of Eden. 
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j{“' CijW j'j* >“ ji iyji' 

ol^ Aj ^ 

. f . ^ L&.s 

CJIjJ jJ t_IUjl9 ^ i • f ^ 

^Jyw f 

oUv 

Ij oi^-^j 

“ I happened once to vifit Caflimere: if you will attend, I’ll 
give a defcription- of that country. I have feen Irak and India, 
Khorajfan and Perjia, but no place equal to Caflimere in beauty and 
in excellence of climate. During the whole year, from Caflimere to 
the borders of Cathay, the air, tempered by gentle Ihowcrs, has all 
the mildnefs of Spring; there are flowers, and green herbage, plains, 
and running ftreams; palaces, cupolas, andpublick buildings, beau- 
tiful to view. On every fldc are rifing grounds, chryflal fprings, 
and lofty trees, amid mountains covered with nut trees, apple trees, 
and fig trees. Feftivity and pleafure peculiarly abound there. In 
mirth and revelry the Caflimerians pais away their time on filJcen 
cuihions. They all wear Jhawls, whether of illuftrious birth, or 
of the lowcfl: clafs. How fliall I defcribe the lovely damfels of that 
country ? — for in my opinion, the young moon is not equal to them 
in beauty ; — with lips fvveet as fugar, — in flature like the graceful 
pine,— fragrant as jeflamin; whatever fide you look at, thofenymphs 
appear like the fun or moon ; — a thoufand fecret fnares, like the links 
of a chain, are laid in the waving ringlets of thofe fair plunderers of 
hearts. When thefe lovely nymphs loofe their flowing trefles, a 


A A 2 
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thoufand captive hearts iflTue from the point of every hair I Here are 
innumerable youths handfomeas Jqfeph*-, a thoufand damfcls with 
pouting lips, fair as Zcleekba^ and charming as the Hourics; all 
freih, young, and blooming ; all in fvveetnefs like fugarcandy, 
fugar, and milk. Refill in the train of the vidlorious emperor, 
Akber, vifited Caflimere, in company with Mohammed Peer.** 


Ode of Khosroo — Trmijlated from the Perfan^ 


To the Editor of the Oriental Collections. 

Dear Sir, 

The following poetical veVfion of a favourite ode of 
Khofroo was communicated to me Ibme years ago by an elegant 
Perfian fcholar, fince dead ; who, had he been fpared to his country, 
would have graced her with his talents as he has honoured her with 
his arms. This Ode, he faid, was tranflated, with many others of 
Hafiz, Sadi, and the more diftinguiftied Eaftern Poets, by a brother 
officer who had made a moft rapid proficiency in the Per/ian and 
Bengalee languages, and -with whom he refided a confiderable time 
at Benares. The reader will, no doubt, join with me in hoping, 

* Of Jofeph, whom the eaftern writers fappofe pre-eminent in beauty, and Zeledha, 
(Potiphar’s wife), the romanlick ftory is beautifully related by Jam!, and feveral other 
Afiatick poets. The w ell in which he had been concealed is alluded to in the original 

couplet of Rafied’dm. 
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that this gentleman has met with a more happy fate than his unfor- 
tunate friend j and in ferioufly lamenting, that this beautiful little 
poem is marked only by initials, as the name of one who could fo 
admirably infufe the eafe of Perlian poetry into his native language, 
cannot but be efleemed an ornament to general literature. 

ilanehefler, 

M^S> « 797 * 

Lyricus. 




^ 4 *"/^ * 


• OS iVf .(htaw/ wttb aVx w.ivstiv .'W5uli':g!f at 

his oxvn MSS. and others which he has confultcd. The literal tranflation of the lines 
here given is as follows : 

Every night am I proftnted at your doors ; 

Every day do I jlgh and complain of you. 

Oh, adorable objcflj be not unfaithful to this broI.en heart— 

An age is departed fince I became )our admirer. 

Though my bones were to moulder into duft. 

The love I have for you would fllll remain in my wounded heart. 
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Jsfight ipreads her balmy wings around, — 

Yet not for me her opiate dew : 

Proftrate I kifs the hallowed ground, 

Which leads to rapture, love, and you 1 

Day to each wretch diffufes light,—' 

Yet not for me his genial ray : 

Defpair furvives the wretched night. 

Blackening with fighs and tears the day. 

• 

Nor pity moves that heart of ftone, — 

Nor lighs, nor tears, their vitflim fave : 

Tears which my earlieft youth have known, 

And fighs which court a peaceful grave. 

Scatter my duft, ye winds of death ! 

Bring" peace to wretched Khofroo’s heart — 

In vain — alas I — departed breath 
Shall no kind halm to Love impart. 

J. P.W. 
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Hebrew Veijes. 


THE following Hebrew lines, (of which a poetical tranflation 
would be acceptable) were communicated by the Rev. Mr. GerranS, 
who received them fome years ago from Rabbi Abraham Depaz, 
and are, as Mr, Gerians believes, the compohtion of that ingenious 
Jew. 


DiK ‘?'7nn' bti 
rsn tty Num nnx '3 

mN’ ‘7N'>jy DTN 

njDN N3' Nmo nnx u 
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Remarks on the Poetf^y of Hafez 


among the Perfian poets, few are more worthy of being ge- 
nerally known than Hafez ; none are more interefling to the fchoJar 
and fearcher into eallern manners. The terfe morality of Sadi, and 
the lofty, the fublime language of Firdufi, claim and deferve the 
higheft place in our efteem : but the Divan of Hafez will always be 
the more popular work } and his fwcet limplicity and polifhed num- 
bers muft charm the moft phlegmatic reader. In his works wc may 
difcover the private life of a Perfian, become acquainted with his 
turn of mind, his thoughts and occupations; and learn many curious 
fafliions difregarded by graver authors. ‘His fame throughout the 
Eafl: (where a crowd of imitators has fprung up in every country), 
is a powerful evidence of his merits : and his importance in Perfia 
was rarely equalled, and never exceeded in the darkefl ages of fu- 
perflition. Statefmen and warriors have not infrequently ftopt at 
his tomb, and relied their hopes on the decifions of the myilerious 
volume. Even the favage Nadir confefled the infpiration of the poet j 
and yielding to the prejudices of his foldiers, perhaps of himfelf* 
he treated the oraculous anfwer as the fureft prefage of vi(^ory. In 

• Tlie Editor has reafon to hope that thefc Colleflions will be enriched by future 
communications from the author of the prefent effay j who, in intervals of relaxation 
from Ills academick fludics, may indulge in the Oriental luxuries of the Bodleian, and 
the other Oxonian libraries. 
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the corrcfpondcncc of Afii, where poetr)' is intermixed w ith profe, 
the diftichs of Hafez are often applied to the \arious Mciffitudcs of 
life, and both the fcholar and the traveller \m11 reccne advantage 
from the ftudy of this engaging poet. 

I have dwelt the more on the merits of a favorite author, hoping 
to convince the world, as I have been long convinced mjfclf, that 
a publication of the Perfian text with ufcful notes, and an accurate 
tranflation, would do more than a thoufand cna}S to the diffufion of 
Oriental learning All will allow that the fcarcit} of manufcripts, 
and the paucitj of printed books, are the principal obftaclcs to its 
attainment few arc willing, or able, to remove them It may be 
thought, that he who firft called attention to its utilit} , would likcvv ifc 
be the firft to undertake it If any fuch there be, I think it m) duty 
to undeceive them, by affunng them iliat my only object is to ftimu- 
late the induftry of others Were I not at prefent engaged m a labori- 
ous work oh the intercfting kingdom of Aj///;, a confcioufncfs of my 
defcdls would teach me to flirink from the attempt The moil 
fangume might be deterred from a talk that holds up^ certain toil 
with diAant and doubtful recompcncc. ••Yet, however politics may 
have engTo/?ed the public mind, I cannot but conceive fuch a work 
more lucrative than is generally fuppofed. Surely there are many 
in this country to whom the Perfian language is familiar, and who, 
like me, breathe an anxious vvifla that it was known and valued as it 
merits All fuch would come forward as fubfenUrs, many as pa- 
tronsj of the defign, and feverd, to whom even the name of Hafez 
IS unknown, would be curious to trace the notions and fentiments of 
an Eaftem poet. The manufcripts m the Britilh Mufeum, and pri- 
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vate colleftions, as well as the public libraries of the univerfities. 
might be collated and referred as a criterion to fome valuable and 
approved copy The learned m Bengal were fo fully perfuaded of 
his importance, that Hafez was one of the firfl that came from the 
Calcutta prefs So eager was the demand, or fo fmall the number 
of impreffions, that few found their way out of the country; and 
in England this edition is as fcarcc as the moft precious MS. The 
notes ought to be few, but ufeful. They fiiould explain the cuftoms 
of the country, clear up difficulties in the text, and introduce us to 
thofe events and perfons, hiftoric or mythological, that gave birth 
to the author’s allufions. An eflay might be prefixed for the dif- 
cuffion of his poetical merit ; and fimilar pafiages from Greek and 
Latin poetry might be occafionally contrafted with the Perfian. 
The labor of tranfiation comes next ; nor is it lefs arduous, or to be 
lefs regarded, than the former : it is an office that muft be exercifed 
with the greateft care and delicacy; cveiy word muft be maturely- 
weighed, every thought be properly expreffed, at the fame time, 
he muft preferve the fpirit, as well as the meaning, of the writer; 
and fupport an eafy and pleafing verfification. To transfufe the 
fpirit of the original into our language, rather than his mere ex- 
preffions, is the advice of Horace, and the authority of a gte^t 
name has fufficed to perpetuate the precept. From that time, to 
the prefent, it has been re-echoed by every critic ; but L cannot but 
think accuracy is a higher and fir mom indifpenfable qualification. 
Horace’s rule is a judicious one, that has been too often perv erted 
for the fake of intioducing new thoughts, and facnficing the au- 
thor’s merits to the tafte or convenience of the tranflator. They are 
not aware that it requires genius to contrad or amplify, that it is 
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difficult to fubtradl from, or add to, an idea without making it ob- 
fcure or weak. Too hafty to be corred, or too defirous of im- 
proving, they fall into the oppofite‘ errors. _ The one fink into ob- 
livion, while the other poffefs every merit but that of refemblmg 
their original. 

It is evident to all, notwithfiandmg thePerfian excels the Englilh 
in concifenefs, that when two fhort lines are lengthened into four, 
fix, or even eight, in the tranflations, that many epithets muft be 
profufdy added, many thoughts amplified, and many inferted to 
fupply the deficiencies of the original. It may be objedled to this 
plan, that there is no merit in binding ourfelves with fliackles that 
cramp and confine our efforts, and which all the addrefs of Hafez 
is not always able to conceal. Next, that this jingle is difpleafing 
to an Englifh ear, and that our language is much more averfe than 
the Perfian, from the perpetual repetition of the fame founds. To 
the firft, I anfwer, this is a defed inherent in the fubjed. Cer- 
tainly I would not recommend this unw'ieldy burthen to the Englifh 
poet ; but wc are not now difeuffing the merits of the gazel, we are 
only attempting to make it known to the European fcholar ; and I 
confefs, that to me the moft wretched daub, if it conveys a like- 
nefs, is preferable to the portrait of the firft mafter, when I can no 
longer difcover it to be a copy. The next objedion bears almoft in 
an equal degree againft the Italian ftanza, which, though deftitute 
of the eafe and elegance of heroic verfe, is fuccefsfully employed in 
the lower fpecies of poetry. In the fhort ode we fhall rarely be at a 
lofs to find an adequate number of rhymes, in the longer we may 
difcover fome features wot fd very diflimilar to the Perfian. Tlie 
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vate colledlions, as well as the public libraries of the univcrfities, 
might be collated and referred as a criterion to fome valuable and 
approved copy. The learned in Bengal were fo fully perfuaded of 
his importance, that Hafez was one of the firR that came from the 
Calcutta prefs. So eager was the demand, or fo fmall the number 
of impreflions, that few found their way out of the country j and 
in England this edition is as- Icarce as the moft precious MS. The 
notes ought to be few, but ufeful. They ihould explain the cufloms 
of the country, clear up difficulties in the text, and introduce us to 
thofe events and perfons, hiftoric or mythological, that gave birth 
to the author’s allulions. An eflay might be prefixed for the dif- 
cuflion of his poetical merit j and fimilar paiTages from Greek and 
Latin poetry might be occafionally contrafied with the Perfian. 
The labor of tranflation comes next ; nor is it Jefs arduous, or to be 
lefs regarded, than the former : it is an office that muft be exercifed 
with the greateft care and delicacy; every word mufl be maturely 
weighed, every thought be properly exprefled; at the fame time, 
he muft preferve the fpirit, as well as the meaning, of the writer; 
and fupport an eafy and pleafing verfification. To transfufe the 
Ipirit of the original into our language, rather than his mere ex- 
preflions, is the advice of Horace; and the authority of a great 
name has fufficed to perpetuate the precept. From that time, to 
the prefent, it has been re-echoed by every critic ; but I cannot but 
think accuracy is a higher and far more indifpenfable qualification. 
Horace’s rule is a judicious one, that has been too often perverted 
for the fake of intioducing new thoughts, and lacrificing the au- 
thor’s merits to the tafte or convenience of the tranflator. They are 
not aware that it requires genius to contraft or amplify, that it is 
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difficult to fubtradt froni, or add to, an idea without making it ob- 
fcure or weakj Too hafty to be corredt, or too defirous of im- 
proving, they fall into the oppolite* errors. The one link into ob- 
Ih-ion, while the other poflefs every merit but that of refembling 
their original. 

It is evident to all, notwitliRanding the Perfian excels the Engliffi 
in concifenefs, that when two Ihort lines are lengthened into four, 
fix, or even eight, in the tranflations, that many epithets muft be 
profufeiy added, many thoughts amplified, and many inferted to 
fupply the deficiencies of the original. It may be objedted to this 
plan, that there is no merit in binding ourfelves with fliackles that 
cramp and confine our efforts, and which all the addrefs of Hafez 
is not always able to conceal. Next, that this jingle is difpleafing 
to an Engliffi ear, and that our language is much more averfe than 
the Perfian, from the perpetual repetition of the fame founds. To 
the firft, I anfwer, this is a dcfedt inherent in the fubjedt. Cer- 
tainly I would not recommend this unwieldy burthen to the Engliffi 
poet; but we are not now difcuffing the merits of the gaze/, we arc 
only attempting to make it known to the European fcholar; and I 
confefs, that to me the moft wretched daub, if it conveys a like- 
nefs, is preferable to the portrait of the firft mafter, when I can no 
longer difeover it to be a copy. The next objedlion bears almofl: in 
an equal degree againft the Italian fianza, which, though deftitute 
of the eafe and elegance of heroic verfe, is fuccefs fully employed in 
the lower fpecies of poetry. In the ffiort ode we ffiall rarely be at a 
lofs to find an adequate number of rhymes, in the longer we may 
difeover fome features not fo Very diffimilar to'' the Perfian. The 
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idea of occafional changes might perhaps be adopted with fuccefs. 
In fubjoining the fpecimen, I may expofe myfelf to the laughter of 
the critic : he will call it lifelefs, dull, profaic. I confefs, I my- 
felf think it fuch j but I think, at the fame lime, that it is an accu- 
rate and faithful copy. He muft remark the furprizing affinity be- 
tween the Englifli and Per/ian that can admit of fo literal a tranflation. 
The nature of our language has often forced me to be concifer than 
I wifhed. Nothing, I may fay, has been added : whatever I could, 
I have preferved. I have only to add a fervent tvilh, that the trans- 
lator of Hafez may unite my accuracy with a more poetical fpirit. 

SlIlRAZI. 


Ode of Hafez. 

Without our girl or glafs, the rofe 
Or jocund fpring no joy bellows. 

Without the lark’s* fwcet note, the grove 
Nor mazy garden joy beftows. 

Without the tidip-cheek’d the flower. 

Or waving pine no joy beftows. 

Yet fugar-dropping lips are vain, ' 

Unlefs a kifs that joy beftows. 

• J-jA and are often contraftcd with each other; the former feems to ap- 
proach nearer to our woodlark, the latter to our nightingale. . 
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Wine and rofe-bowcrs charm : yet they, 

Without our love, no joy bellow. 

Without the glow of living charms. 

The painter*s art no joy bellows. 

• Hafez I thy life*s a wretched coin •f*. 

That, at the feafl no joy bellows. 

t This cxprcfllon alludes to the eartem cuf^om of fcattering money among the people 
at coronations and folemn feflivals. Milton (Par. Loft, B. 2) makes beautiful mention 
of this faftiion, which prevailed not only in couns, but at the maniages and private en- 
tertainments of the opulent. 
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JSiS ilSoJ 
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Cl 3^ «Xia 
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Perfiaii Sonnet, from the Divan of Jami.- — 
Trarifated by Major Ouseley. 


LAST night my eyes being clofed in fleep, but my good fortune 
awake, 

The whole night, the live-long night, the image of my beloved 
■was the companion of my foul. 

The fweetnefs of her melodious voice /lill remains vibrating on my 
foul : 

Heavens ! how did the fugar’d words fall from her fwecter lips ! 

Alas 1 all that (he faid to me in that dream has efcaped from my 
memory, 

Altho’ it was my care till break of day to repeat over and over, her 
fwcet words. 

The day, unlefs illuminated by her beauty, is, to my eyes, of noc- 
turnal darknefs ; 

Happy day ! that firft I gaz’d upon that lovely face ! 

May the eyes of Jami long be bleft with pleafing vifions, fince 
they prefented to his view laft night 

That objedt, on whofe account he pafs’d his waking life in expec- 
tation. 
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TurJiiJb Sonnet hy Bauky. 


#31* f » %»?» 

'o^ 4^soU 

CDj-b 

jl^x o3 

jtH jlXJ^S 
jU^i, 

iJoal (3^^ 
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Ferjian Sonnet bij Anvari. 


yjlai 

A2» U «>i.)Ia aT 
(jJL. iWjjLj ijJ CiiX 

tu’j^ i5*J 

jjJU , ^ 

<i v »»r 

' rA>v tr" ji c''^ 
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Mifcellaneons Plate, 


FIG. I. A machine for the projeaing of Rones into a place 
befieged, from a painting in a very ancient and valuable copy of the 
Sbah-Namah — in poiTeflion of the Editor. 

Fig. 2. Explained in page 1 16. 

Fig. 3. Infcription on a Seal, from a Waxen Impreflion — in 
pofleiTion of the Editor. 

T'lg. 4. TiOTn a lAarrafcfipt )owm^, or Common 
of the celebrated Kampfer^ preferved in the Britilh. Mufeura, 
(Sloanc’s Colledlion, No. 2923), where the following account of 
this figure is given ; “ Infcripiio laminee Martis a collo gejinta ah 
Arabe^ Penes Ahichcam^ ( a viro vulgari Arahe ni fallor 

Fig. 5. Infcription on a Stone, preferved in the Biitiih Mufeum; 
the letters arc in relief,, the Stone nearly i foot 8 inches fquafe. 
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Queries and Notices. 


To the Editor of the Oriental Collections. 

SIR. 

Being as yet only a fmatterer in EaRem literature, I 
inuft plead ignorance in apology for troubling you and the learned 
readers of your Colledtions with my queries. — The celebrated Poet 
Ferduji near eight hundred years ago compiled his great hiftorick 
poem, the Shah^Navjeh^ from an ancient volume of Perlian Records 
which efcaped the general deRrudion of books under the Moham- 
medan conquerors. In what chanuRer (for the language is faid to 
have been Pehlavt) was that volume piobably written ? Was it the 
charaiRer of which Hyde has given a Ipecimen in his ** Religio Vet, 
V erf arum f or that Pchlavi of which an alphabet is given in ** De 
Path Lingg. Orient. Comment.? or that charadler found on the 
coins explained by the moR learned De Sacy^ and on the gem de- 
ciphered by Major Oufeley in the preceding Number of the Oriental 
Colledlions ? — In the Englifh tranflation by Stevens (p. 98) of 
Teixeira‘^ SpaniRi HiRory of Perfia, the following paRage occurs, 
on the ancient characters of that country being fo perfe(Rly fup- 
planted by the Arabian, “ that there is not at prefent (about 1590) 
one man in Perfia that underRands their ancient letters : for having 
often feen fome plates of metal, with ancient inferiptions on them, 

I have made inquiry after tlie meaning of them ; and men well 
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verfed in their antiquities, and very ftudious, have told me, that 
was Forz Kadm, after the old fafhion, and therefore I fhould find 
no man that imderflood it.** 

I have two objefts in quoting this paflage: one is, to be informed 
whethei Teixeira alludes to the characters which I have above men- 
tioned belonging to the Pehlavi, or to the flrange Perfepolitan cha- 
racters belonging to fome dialeCt yet unknown ? The other is, to 
learn the literal meaning of the words Forz kadin^ which, I confefs, 
I have hitherto been unable to afcertain though aflifted by various 
dictionaries ? ' 

Feb. 17, 1757. I am, 

SIR, 

- ^ Your obedient Servant, 
L. D, 


To Editor of Oriental'Collections. 

SIR, 

The poet Virgil, fpeaking of the firfir inhabitants of 

Italy, tells us, 

** CEnotrii coluere viri **— — 

And tliough, from the manner in which he mentions it, it feeros to 
have been no fecret to his contemporaries, I have never met with 
any European author that was able to inform me who thcfe (Eno- 
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trians were. If you will be fo kind as to clear this difficulty in 
your next number (the word being evidently of Afiatick etymology) 
you will oblige 

Your humble Servant, 

March 11 , 1797* 

A Subscriber. 


A very ingenious correfpondent, who feems perfedbly acquainted 
with the language and literature of Germany, enumerates a multi- 
plicity of works in every department of fcience which have appeared 
within a few years in that country, and which are here almofl: 
totally unknown — among others, many learned and valuable treatifes 
on Eaftem antiquities, philology, hiftory, &c., with which we 
are as little acquainted in England, as if they had been written in 
Arabick or Coptick inftead of the German tongue. The works of 
Tychfen, Herder, Hccreu, and other learned profelTors, deferve 
to be tranflated into every European language : and in particular, 
our correfpondent propofes the late admirable production of Heieen 
as a fubjeCt for any Engliflx tranflator whofe abilities can foar above 
an infipid novel, a ballad, or a childifh tale; and he laments, that 
the precious time of feveral ingenious men fiiould have been em- 
ployed on thefe fubjeCls, as they have proved themfelves equal to 
talks of much greater importance. The Germans, perhaps, by re- 
taining the barbarous printed character, have given to their language 
(naturally not the moft foft) an additional appearance of harfhnefs. 
“But the difficulty of the character may be conquered in a few 
hours; its uncouthnefs will foon become familiar; the excellent 
works which abound in the German language will amply repay any 
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trouble in acquiring a knowledge of it, — and we agree with our 
correfpondent, m recommending the learned, ufeful, and intereftmg 
performance above mentioned, as one of which a tranllation, execu- 
ted with judgement and fidelity, could not fail of being rewarded by 
profit and leputation 


To ibe Editor of the Oriental Collections 
SIR, 

About a century his elapfed fince the learned Hyde of 
Oxford devoted a confiderable portion of time and fhidy to that 
work mtitled in Perfian Sadder ^ or, the ** hundred doors ” he, 
no doubt, confidered this volume as a very precious remnant of an- 
tiquity, fince he has made it the fubje*^ of a confiderable part of his 
“ Rehgio Veterum Pcrfarum ’* Yet, fucceeding writers feem to 
hold the Perfian work in contempt, and after a perufal of Hyde^ 
Anquetil du Peiron^ Ricbardfon^ the Comment de Fans Lmgg 
Orient , the adminble works of M De Sacyy and others, I am fo 
perplexed with different opinions, that in fatisfying my doubts on 
‘zS the Saiiei , you, or any of j our correrpondent:^* 

Will oblige 

hrvj Bond St 
BJarcb li, 1797 

H I 


Whether the vinous works which hive appeared in French and 
Enghfti, as continuitions of the original Arabian Tales, known by 
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the title of “ Arabian Night'^ Entertainments are genuine or not, 
is the fubjedt of inquiry from an ingenious correfpondent : he wiflies, 
alfo, to know whether there is any manufcript continuation of this 
work by Monf. Galland j or whether the whole work, or its conti- 
nuation, are to be found here in the original Arabick. To thefe 
queries we lhall add that of another correfpondent, and anfwer it : 
“ Are the Tales of InatuUa^ faid to be tranflated from the Perfian 
by Colonel Dow, genuine or not ? They certainly arc : the original 
work is intitled the or. Spring of Knowledge. Colonel 

Dow has not tranflated above one third part of it. The avidity 
with which the Englifli tranflation and French re-tranflation have 
been bought up, might encourage fome ingenious Orientalift to 
give the remainder of thefe Tales an European drefs. 


A colledlion of Chinefc books, amounting to 244 volumes, is 
(or was lately) to be fold at Parisj containing a complete Hifloiy 
of the Emperors of China; Inftrudtions in the Arts, Sciences, and 
Commerce ; Writings of the principal Philofophers, &c. This col- 
ledlion was brought to Europe by Governor Lally, and was pur- 
chafed by tha late Dwe de Chaviltvcs Ota ThwCavid Ijcaws. 


The {ketches of Turkifh poetry, communicated by I. U. fome 
months ago, are, by defire of the Author, referved for a future 
number. 
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Subscription for the Four Numbers of the •• Oriental CoHeftions*' 
for J797, Two Guineas. The price of each Number to Non-fub- 
fcribers Twelve Shillings and Sixpence. Letters and Communi- 
cations to beaddrefled to Major Ouseley, No. 25, Upper Titchfield 
Street, London. This Work, and the ** Perfian Mifcelianies,” 
(price One Pound Eleven Shillings and Sixpence}, to be had of 
E, Harding, No. 98, PalUMall, London. 
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The Route from Gombroon to Kirman in^Perfa 
_ — From a Volume of Mfcellaneous Papers, 
colle^ed by the learned. Dr. Hyde, and now 
prferved in the Britif) Mifeum, King's Li- 
brary. 16 . B. HI. 

The way from GomWonc fo Kerman is, mz. 

1658. 

March 4 From Combrone to Damcoy is 2 leagues , good w ay , 
here we lay under great trees 

i 

' — 5. From "Damcoy to Cbaucb is 4 leagues, good v.a.y, flanU 
ing a little up from ye fea^ hecre we lay at thfi^Rahdar^s noe 

Rahdar, a idH gatherer of the roads 


D D 
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proviflions but Iiennes At 3 afternoon fet out , from Chauch to 
Shameelxs. 8 leagues^ good and plamuay, about 2 leagues isa well, 
where is 2 ^^aies, take the left hand About i league farther is a 
large ftone, ivhere is 2 waies, one, the left hand, leads to the foots 
(of the) great hill near Shameely and is much the farther way , the 
other, on the right hand, goes dircdlly on to the place, but tis a 
difficult way, being a fmall path—noe proviffions but hennes, here 
ave took a guide to Sberubarbe 

March 6 From Shamed to Sherubarbe is 3 leagues, goc towards 
foote greate hill, till come to a fall like a dry’d rner, and then ftnke 
du‘e(ftly up on the right hand, being \ery highe and fteepe on both 
fides like a wall, but take left hand way, and at 2 leagues end ftnke 
up a fmall hill, and keep path till come to Sherubarbe, which ftands 
on ftdc hill on a fmall one, ncare a fmall river, being pleas"*-— all 
being bad vs ay hitherto , noe proviffions , here wee tooke a guide to 
Tazeeke 


' 7 From Sherubarbe to Tangzandone is 8 leagues, firft 

on a very bad hill, and then through or betwixt many hills, where 
runns fait water for about 5 leagues, where is 2 waies, leave ye left 
hand, where continues ye water courfe, and take the dry on the 
right hand, till come to a place where on the left hand fome hight 
is 2 or 3 trees and a fmall fpnng of water, which is about 4 leagues 
from Sherubarbe 1 league farther is fuch another place, with a few 
young date trees and a fmall fpnng, where wee watered our horfes, 
and after baths fet out again and came to Tangzandone, where is 
another fmall fpnng on the left hand over againft 3 or 4 young 
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date trees, but noc houfc nor proviffions; all the way is very bad, 
being a defert j not tr^e, houfe, nor bird, to be feen; and we were 
forced to unloadc to palTe fame place, great Hones being fo neare 
that it was not otherwaics paffablej lall league or ly leg* over 
againH hille, but not veiy bad. The vvateiy way, 5 leagues from 
Sherubarbe, is a very dangerous way, where the water comes downc 
fo violently at fome times, that it carrycth away both horfe and 
man, (not to be paft in the night.) 

March 8 . From Tangzandone fo"^azerkc is 5^ leagues ; firH 2 
miles ftony bad way, at end of which is a fait. water river and 
fmooth ftony way, which you muft kecpe and not take a fare way 
on the right hand ; and leagues farther is 2 waies amongft fmall 
hills, in good way; leave the ftraight on and turn Ihort on left 
hand, being good way till come to a h/II wh^^ is laft leage ; here 
we bated for 2 or 3 houres : all proviffions to be had, being a fmall 
village, and many date trees ; heere .we bated in a garden under a 
tree. 

From Tazerhe to Dowhttabaud is 8 leagues ; wee /ett out at 4 
aftemoone, and at i leag’ end went over a great hill, and bad ; and 
foe 2\ leag* farther good way, where w'ee refted in open aire, and 
early next morning went forward, and at i leagues end found 2 
waies ; take the right hand through hills, and half league farther is 
a way ftraight on ; leave it and ftrike up hill on left hand, and foe 
dire<flly over a plaine, neare an old ffoort : all proviffions at black 
Tents, neare the towne, which we fee not, or rather wxnt not into 
it, -but lodged in fmall roome made with boardes. 


D D 2 
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March 9 Erom Bvwlattabaud to Sbeake-purrunia is 8 leag*, goe 
flraight over the plame amongft the hills, all the way till come about 
7 leag’, then ftrike diredlly on to the hills on left hand towards a 
fmall one, twixt 2 greater, under one of which, on the left hand, is 
the towne, but hardly to be feene, till come very neare if all pro- 
viffions to be had, and pleafant fpnngs, and a howfe to lodg m 

10 Heere at Shcake-purrunda we Rayed almoft a whole 

day , to Dajht’-obb is 5 leag’ 

1 1 A hill at firft fetting out, all the reft veiy good way, 

Rrait over the plame heere wee bated at a howfe, and find it a 
pleafant place, being much plowd land and ftore of water, and all 
proviITions From Dajh-obb to Booft is 6 leags keepe the roade 
till come to a river, and after croil it goe between two fmalj Jiills^ 
leaving one on the right hand, next to a tombe, (Handing on fmall 
hille) but a good diftance, foe on lop the hill wee fee a garden 
walle, which we went clofe unto and left it on the right hand, and 
foe ftruck towards further point, a fmall hill on left hand, m way 
where little path appears, till come to a fmall fall, and croft it, with 
a fmall flant, and fo flanted it along till came to another fmall fall 
and large fandy roade, and foe along the roade till came a little 
higher up the banke on right hand, and kept the roade, being a fmall 
path, till came downc a hill and foe over divers fmall channclls of 
wztCT, which we pafled in a darkc night , this is a large towne, and 
much plowd land and water makes it pleafant— all proviftions to 
be had 
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March 12. From Booft to Obgime is 8 leag*. all over and betwixt 
fmall hills,, but paflable good way till come to the laft two leag*. 
which appeared the wor/I by our goeing in a darlcc night,* at hril 
leag*. is 2 waies tliat on the left hand flrikes to a fmall village' 2 
leag*. from Booft^ where all provilfions is to be had, and goes into 
the road-way hither. But the road on right hand ftrikes over a 
fmall river, and is the nearer way to Kifcoone» which is 3 leagues 
from Booft^ where noe proviffions arc to bee had, nor howfe to'be 
fecne, only a grove of trees, and much plowd land, and all the way 
is full of fprings : heere is a hott water ^nng, very good (by re- 
port) to cure many difeafes, but noe provilTions, nor people here ; 
within a mile of this place, Rrikes another path dircdlly to Negorj 
and two leagues Ihort of that place_is a_ howfe, at top. a very fmall 
hill on left hand, to lodge in, but no proviflions nor people j a little 
before wee came to that place, wee were forced to Rrikc a little out 
of the ordinary \yay_becaufe it was topt with fnowe. 

13. Yxom ^Obgirme to Negor is 7 leag*. the.firft 2 over 

and twixi bills, the reft over a great plaine, all very good way; 
about 2 leaugs after enter*'* thejilaine, wee found^two waies, but left 
the fareft roade on left hand, and took a fmaher ftrarght on, by a 
fmall banke and bufties, which we kept till came hither, where 
hath bin a large towne, but now much decayed — all proviffions to 
be had : we lodged in the Callanter’s lioufe. 

— 14. From Negor to Kerman is 12 leag*. good way; at 
firft keepe the right hand, till have paft fome hills, till come to the 
opening a plaine, where is 2 greate roads, leave that- on the right 
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hand next the hill, and take that on the left, and foe twixt a few 
final! hills, till come to open plaine, then Unke diredlly to an old 
Carravanferay, which is about half the way, and foe on the roadc 
direcTtly to the hills to the norward, where Rands Kirman^ being 
walled about and much decayed. 

teajuf* 

To Damcoy - 
To Chauch - - 

To Shameel - -- -- -- -- 8 

To Sherubarbe - - 
To Tangzandonc - 
To Tazerkc - 

To Dowlattabad - - - -.8 

- 381 

To Sheak Puranda ••.•...8 

To Daftit-obb - - - ^ 

To Booft - __5 

To Ob Gurrum - 
To Negor - - - 

To Kirman - - .jj 

— 46 
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Indian Songs- — Communicated by Captain 

Ashworth. 




i/ 

*U ( 5 - CJ^ ^ ^ 

tri^ CD^ jy^ 
ij' *j yO* *5 tsjb 


I have traverfed horrid deferts, yet the piercing thorn of love re- 
maincth fixed in my heart, I have travelled, and undergone various 
hardfhips, but have neither found a home, nor the objedt of my 
love. Like a Ihuttle^cock, I am not fufiered to remain a moment in 
one place. 


i/W ltO 
^ iJ" ^bji 
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I lie awake the whole nightlong, yet you do not come, my love 
You find a miftrefs wherever you go — I am ignorant who has fe- 
duced you 


^ 45^!? ^ ^ J 

yT tftxCw 

For heaven’s fake, my love I Iiften to what I fay ! I can fcarcely 
fpeakl I fear I’m dying 1 — Who has taught you to be fo unfeeling? 

b/ i?jp o^j hy* 

t/ ft-b ^V* 

My foul longs to clafp my beloved m my arms ! I will put on 
my ornaments, I will prepare the bed, and the garlands of flowers. 

f 

V 

ty^ ^ ,^1 Lil >1^ 

^ jj3C)L (jfjjjJ 

In the Erotick compofitions of Hindooftan, the addrefs is generally from the 
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One poor heart is come to facrifice itfelf to your beauties— to 
which ihall it make an offering ? to your lips, to your feet, to the 
mjfy * on your teeth, to your moles, or to your flowing locks ? 

* .A compofitlon which iUins the teeth 


Tranjlatimi of ibt Hebrew Veijes given in No. 11. 
p. 179 — By the Rev. Prqf^or Moodie, of 
Edinburgh. 

BOAST not, ye Tons of Earth, when raifed to power, 

For foon may Fortune hurl you from your height : 

Grieve not, though doomed to many a toilfome hour,— 

By toil you cam the balmy reft of night. 


Tran/lation of thejame Herjes — By Granville 
Penn, Efq. 

BOAST not thy pow*r, O man of might, 

For downfal is the fruit of height ; 

Thou man of grief, endure thy woes,-— 

For after labour comes repofe. 


£ E 
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Letter to W. Ouseley, Lfq. Editor of the 
Oriental Collections. 


Greenacl— April 25 : 

SIR, 

The following verfes poflefs no other claim to the atten- 
tion of your readers than that of being literally tranllatcd. Had I 
been able to transfufe even a fmall portion of the exquifite elegance 
which diftinguifhes the originals into my verllon, they would not 
have required any apology. 

1 am, 

SIR, 

Yours, &c. 

A. H. 


Impromptu by S'tfZ/un.ACBER, 

This Prince, whofe mild and beneficent policy is ftill the theme 
of applaufe both to Mufulman and Hindu, when engaged in hofti- 
lities with a neighbouring , prince, diredted a brave, but bigoted, 
Rajeput to condudl a body of troops acrofs the Attock. This river, 
as its name indicates, is the bar, or limit, which no Hindu muR 
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traverfe; and the Rajeput reprefented the impoflibility of his obey- 
ing the Sultanas orders. To this excufe, Acber replied in the 
following extempore verfe : 

“ O’er every land great Rama'reigns, 

“ What bar, then, {hall our fteps controul ? 

, That bar eternally remains, 

** Which circumfcribcs the narrow foul.’’ 


VISARJONA. 

The feaft of Durga is celebrated in HinduRan at the autumnal 
equinox. The hymns addrefled to the Goddefs are extrafked from 
the Puranas, and many of them might vie with fimilar compoRtions 
of the Greeks and Romans. On the tenth day the flatues are pre- 
cipitated into the facred river, and the verfe fung at the moment 
of immerfion is termed Vifarjona^ or the adieu, I fubjoin a literal 
tranflation of the only one I can at prefent recolledl. 

Bfear hence, 6 nghf Godhets, thy immorfaf charms 
“ In amorous Siva’s thunder-darting arms ; 

** But when the circling year again turns round, 

“ Within our peaceful walls be, Durga, found.” 


\The following free tranflation of a Ghazel, or Sonnet, of Hafiz, 
accompanied the Verfes above given,'] 
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Gbaxel, or Ode, of Hafiz. 


THE lute m foftly pleafing ftiains 
Warbled, one night, of lovers* woe : 

(May he who fung of others pains 
Never thefe pains, that anguifli know !) 

My bofom bum’d with fierce defire,— 
Each object vani£h*d from my view : 

Each limb confefs’d the latent fire. 

And fpoke the fad defeription true. 

Surely that maid my fate has wrought, 
Whofe trefles boaft theJ^ht of day^— 

Whofe dimpled cheek a ray has fought, 

To drive the deepeft gloom .away. 

Soon as my tranfports Ihc beheld, 

She filled my thirfty goblet up 

Fair maid ! my torments you*ve difpelled, 

Such virtue claims the magick cup. 
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May heaven preferve your gentle heart * 

From every forrow mortals know I 
What joys this world can here impart, 

And what the next, may each bcftow ! 

But Hafiz 'f', when he drains the bowl, 

And paints his tranfports as they fly, 

Looks down on riches and coniroul, — 

The gems of Kaur, the throne of KyX» 

* An Arabick ftanxa. 

t The name of the poet generally marks the concluding ftania of a ghazcl. 
% Ky Kaus and Ky Kh^ru, ancient kings of Perfia. 


As the ingenious author of this tranflation, (whofc future favours 
are requefled) has left to the Editor the talk of fupplying the original 
Perfian, he fubjoins it from a MS. in his own colledlion, oblerving 
at the fame time that tliis fonnet is not to be found in many copies of 
Hafiz*s Divan. The Jeamed Baron Rcviclky has not enumerated it 
among the fixteen genuine odes of Hafiz ending in the letter alif : 
and fome Perfian criticks aferibe it to one of the other poets who 
bore the fame name. The Editor has tranferibed it from a moll 
•fplendid and beautiful copy of the Divan, aftually written on the 
clallick ground of Shiraz, the Poet*s native city: but, he mull 
confefs, that it is placed out of the general order in the margin, and 
feems to have been added <to the originaLnumber of the odes. 
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aio 


Ode of Hafiz. 


Ij ^ #3L» 


ijSa Cl>^ 

1) ^ Ca»^ ^ 


• 7 ^ ts»^ •>^ 

\j<^i y JSA^ uO)^ 


!/jf* y? 

•-ot^l ^mJI aUI «5'Uc 

( 5 * 


i;j5^ 5 CX f^ U.4 ^ 45 Cu 
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On the ancient Sculptures Beysitoun — 

By W. OusEEEY, Bfq. 


AT the foot of the mountain ofBcyfitoun, about a league diftant 
'from the town of Kirmanftiahan, in the province of Curdifran, and 
on the right of the road from Hamadan to Bagdad, are frill to be 
feen fome ancient fculptures, which have excited, in a high degree, 
the curiofity of travellers and antiquaries. Many fuppofe them to 
be the fame which, according to Diodorus Siculus, were hewn in 
the mountain of Baghtjlan by order of queen Semiramis ; whilft 
others, adopting a modem tradition of the Perfrans, aferibe their 
origin to Khofru Parviz, (called by the Greek hiftorians Chofroes) 
who began to reign about the year 590 of the Chrifrian ajra. 

From the various teftimonies of M. Otter, D’Anville, Fere Ema- 
nuel de St. Albert,' Mr. Ives, the Abb^ de Beauchamps, Pietro della 
Valle, and many other ingenious Europeans, it appears that the 
deferiptions of our travellers fufficiently agree with the accounts given 
by Eafrem writers. > The learned M. dc Sacy has colledled, in his 
admirable “ Metnoirej fur diverfes Antiquitis de la Perfef all that 
has been publiflxed on the fubjedi of thefe fculptures by the European 
writers enumerated above, and compared their deferiptions and 
opinions with the traditions mentioned by Hiwidalhh Mujioujit the 
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PerfiaVi geographer, and by TLhojch Abdulkurrseni, the Caflimerian 
traveller, who vifited Perfia in the train of Nadir Shah, and whofe 
narrative has been tranfiated into Englifh by the ingenious Mr. Glad- 
win. Before I proceed to lay before the reader a more ancient 
writer’s account of thefe antiquities, 1 fliall inform him, on the 
authority of Mr. Ives, Otter, and the others above mentioned, that 
in a vault or recefs hollowed in the rock, three figures are to be feen, 
carved in relief on a large cornice, of which the middle one feems 
to reprefent a king, that on the left a queen, and the third an officer 
or perfon of high rank. Near thefe is an equefirian fiatue of gigan- 
tick fi 2 e, armed at all points—befides trophies, camels, elephants, 
and the figures of fhepherds with their flocks, &c. In another recefs 
of the rock are different figures, with various infcriptions : all thefe 
are clofe to a ffream which guflies from the mountain, and runs in 
an artificial channel hollowed in the rock. Some of thefe fculptures 
reprefent archers— others, muficians performing on the harp— and 
others, hunters purfuing deer. There are alfo coloffal figutes of 
angels. “ It is aftonifhing,” fays Khojeh Abdulkurreem*, “to fee 


the apartments with arched doors, and windows, and the refervoirs 
that are excavated in this mountain r alfo the ftatues of Khufro 


“ and Shiren are of workmanfhip greatly 'excelling the fculptures 
“ that I have feen,” &c. 


Wlien Semiramis (according to Diodorus Siculus *!*) proceeded on 
her march towards Media with a numerous army, flie encamped 

• Memoirs of Khojeh Abdulkurreen), &c.— ramo. Lond. 1793. p. 112. 

+ H Te«ffy(i{ iTiS^xiTi^af iirt -toXAS} Jt/.a/xiS,. 

mraf* it ffjsf T» &C. Lib, II. 
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near the mountain of Baghijlarty and formed there a delightful gar- 
den, watered by a confiderable fpring of water ; in the rocks of this 
mountain fhe caufed her own flatuc to be cut, furrounded by an hun- 
dred guards, with an infcription in Syrian chambers, &c. 

Thofe who wilh to trace the various opinions of ingenious anti- 
quaries on the. probable origin of thcfe remains, muft confult the 
learned work of M. de Sacy before quoted. It is, in this place, 
merely my intention to relate the Perfian traditions concerning the 
fculptures at Bey/itoun, and to prepare the reader for a romantick 
flory which is to follow in the next article of thefe Colledlions, 
Although it may appear that this ftory has been adapted to the 
fculptures, I muft here remark that it is of confiderable antiquity 
among the Perfians, fince wc find it noticed by the venerable Tahari*, 
the father of Eaftcrn hiftorians, who, after celebrating the charms 
of Shireeut one of king Khofru*s wives, informs us : 

*-**»*^*^ 14 ^ l)vi UAmLc 

9 ^ f. jiT ^ aT 

* This celebrated hiftorian was bom in the year of the Hegira 324, (of Chrift 838.J 
Though fay birth a Perfian, he compofcd his Tariih, or Chronicle, in the Arabic lan- 
guage ; but the origiral work is fuppofed to be loft, as fragments only of it can be 
found : it exills, however, in the admirable Perfian tranflation, made a few years after 
the death of Tabari, comprifed in two large volumes. The copy which I quote was 
pven to me, with many other rare and valuable manuferipts, by my amiable and in- 
genious friend Captain Jonathan Scott, late Perfian Secretary to Mr. Haftings in Bengal, 
and the tranftator of Feriftita’s Hiftory of DeCcan. From the Second Volume of Ta- 
bari’s Chronicle, (relating the tranfaflions fince the birth of Moham'meef) Elmakin, an 
Arabian writer, has chiefly derived the materials for his Hiftory of the Saracens, which 
was publiftied with a Latin verfion by tire learned Erpenius. 


F F 
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“ That Ferhad became enamoured of her, and for her fake fo 
“ cut away the mountain of Beyfitoun, that an hundred men could 
“ not raife one of the pieces of ftonc which he flung down.” 

The poet Nizami, who flourirtied in the twelfth century of our 
SETZ, deferibes at confiderable length, in his romance of Khofru 
Shireen*, the labours of Ferhad, his paflion for Shireen, and the 
fculptures of Beyfitoun. The writer next in antiquity who men- 
tions them, (and who had himfelf feen them) is Zakaria ben Mo- 
hammed al Cazvim\ from whole valuable work, the Ajaieb al Makh- 
loucat "t, or Wonders of Creation, the following [paflages are ex- 
tradted. 


SCC.^ -i. o L uidle 5 

“ The mountain of — This mountain is fituated between 

Hamadan and Hulwan, &c. And in the chronicles of Perfia it is 
recorded that Khofru Perviz had a miftrefs whofe name was Shireeny 
and that a certain ftatuary or ilone-cutter, whofe name was Ferhadf 
became enamoured of her; when the king heard this, he was 

* This beautiful poem confifts of about 7300 couplets. There are feveral copies 
of it in my colleftion, fome in diftina volumes, and others comprifed among the 
g'i. Punje Gunge, or Five Trea/ures, of Nizami. 

t A fliort account of this work has been given in Na II. of thefe Colleflions, page 
1 3 1 . A beautiful copy of it is preferved in the. Britilh Mufeum, Halhed’s Collcflion, 
flut. 5603. 
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afflidted, and cxprefled his trouble to fome of the courtiers : one of 
them faid, as this man is a ftone-cutter, let his life be employed in 
the cxercife of his art. Ferhad was then brought before the king, 
who fold him that, as the path over the mountain was obftrudled by* 
great maffes of ftone, it would be neceflary to have them hewn 
away, and the paflage cleared. Ferhad replied, that he would re- 
move the very heart of the rock from the king’s path,— but on con- 
dition, that the lovely Shireen fliould be the reward of his labours ; 
adding, that no one elfe could be found capable of performing fuch 
a talk. The king confented, and pointed to the mountain of Bey- 
litoun. Then Ferhad began his work by conftrudling a recefs or 
chamber in the rock, wherein he carved the figure of Shireen in the 
front of the recefs, furrounded by attendants and guards; and in the 
center, an equeftrian figure of Khofru, clothed in armour, and of 
fuch exquifite workmanlhip, that the nails and buttons of the coat 
of mail arc plainly to be feen; and whofoever looks on the fiatue 
would imagine it to be animated. This chamber and thefe fiatues 
remain to the prefent day. As Ferhad continued to hew away 
pieces of the rock, which were like fo many columns, the talk was 
foon performed. The velliges of the chifel remain, fo that the 
fculpturcs appear recent,” &c. 

CiSjO Ipl ^UL4 I . 



** When I vifited this fpot and beheld thefe things, the lines of 
the poet Nizami occurred to my memory : 


T r a 
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From every quarter came tKe moft expert ftatuaries and polifliers 
** of marble ‘beholding the works (of Ferhad) they bit the finger 
“ of aftonifhmentj they were amazed at the effedts of his chifel 
“ on the marbJe, and were confounded at the ivorks of that dif- 
“ tradted lover ** 

The tafk of Ferhad being completed, king Khofru became un- 
eafy, and exprefled hi$ afflidlion one of the courtiers prefent 
repaired to' the mountain, and abruptly telling Ferhad that his be- 
loved Shireen was dead, the unhappy lover deftroyed himfelf with 
the pick-axe which he held m his hand. 

Ij i ^ 

“ And thefe monuments of antiquity, and the Kefr-i-Shreerti 
“ or villa of Shireen, and the ftream called Joui-Sbeery or Jlream 

of milky which Ferhad had caufed to flow, all remain at this 
** day — 

To this extrad I fhall add a ftiort piflage taken from another ^art 
of the fame work, where, after informing us that the 
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was conftrudlcd by Fcrhad, and the ftatue of Khofru’s celebrated 
horfe Sbebdiz carved in the mountain of Beyfitoun, our author 
adds. 




And in that portico or chamber, againft the wall, is the flatuc 
''** of Shireen, which he carved, of exquifitc workmanlhip; and 
** it is faid that fome perfon being tranfported by its beauty*, 
** brokc^off the nofe of the ilatue, which continues mutilated at 
** this day,** 

• It is more probable that the ftatue Tvas defaced by fome cnthufiafUck and bigaccd 

Mufulman. 
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“ From every quarter came the moft expert ftatuaries and poliflicrs 
** of marble . iDehoIding the works (of Ferhad) they bit the finger 
“ of aftonifhment j they were ama2ed at the effedls of his chifel 
** on the marble, and were confounded at the works of that dif- 
tradted lover.** 

The tafk of Ferhad being completed, king Khofru became un- 
eafy, and exprefled his affiidlion: one of the courtiers prefent 
repaired to* the mountain, and abruptly telling Ferhad that his be- 
loved Shireen was dead, the unhappy lover deftroyed himfelf with 
the pick-axc which he held in his hand. 


iiPi) “1;^' isjA J s tsT*^ 9 

(IamI 

“ And thefc monuments of antiquity, and the Kefr-i-Sbmen, 
“ or villa of Shirecn, and the ftream called youi-Sbeer, or Jlream 
‘* of milk^ which Ferhad had caufed to flow, all remain at this 
“ day. — 


To this extradl I fhall add a Ihort paffage taken from another part 
of the fame work, where, after infonmng us that the Kefr-t-Shireen 
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was conftruded by Fcthad, and the ftatue of Khofru’s celebrated 
horfe Sbebdiz carved in the mountain of Beyfitoun, our author 
adds. 


(ejLj u’’ *^2 teJ* g't' ^ ejV 

(bAAmI > > 1 1 1 1 I 

And in that portico or chamber, againft the wall» is the ftatue 
'** of Shircen, which he carved, of exquifite v%orkmanftiip > And 
“ It IS faid that fome perfbn being tranfportcd by its beauty*, 
” broke off the nofe of the ftatue, which continues mutilated at 
“ this day.” 

* It IS more probable that the (latue defaced by feme enthufiadicL and bigoted 

Mufulman 



2i8 


ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 


[No. III. 


The Loves of Khosru and Shireen 
tedfrom the Shah Namah Nefr, a Perfian MS. 
prferved in the Britifb Mtfeum, and marked 
Hyde. Royal. 16 . b. xiv. — By the fame. 


WHEN I folicited permiffion from the truftces of the Britifli 
Mufeum, (a literary inflitution as liberal as it is ample) to tranferibe 
the Shah Namah Nefr, my defign was to tranflate and publifli the 
whole, as, from the romantick nature of the work, I had reafon to 
hope that it would be acceptable to thofc who read merely for 
amufement, whilft to the Orientalift and antiquary it would offer 
itfelf with the powerful recommendation of its original learned and 
venerable poffeflbr, the celebrated Dr, Hyde, of Oxford; who, in 
his Hijioria Religionis Veterum Perfarum^ has given from it the life 
of Zoroaftcr, and llylcd it rarijfimus liier. Although I ffiall occa- 
ffonally give extradls in the Oriental Collections from this valuable 
manufeript, I have not relinquiflied the defign of publithing, in a 
diftindl volume, both the Perfian text and a literal tranffation. It 
will, therefore, be fufKcient here to obferve, that this work is a profe 

* This article and the Geographical Extra£ts which follow, are placed in fuccclTion 
after the account of Beyfitoun, as tlv^ ferve to illuftratc one another. 
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abridgment of the great heroick poem by Ferdoufi, entitled the 
Shah Namaby or Book of Kings ; confining of above 60,000 couplets, 
and containing all the ancient traditions of Perfia, romantick and hif- 
torical, from the carlieR times until the Mohammedan conqueR. This 
abridgment differs confiderably from the Montekhei Shenifm Khanty 
or Ttrjjarikb Shah Namab Tawakoi Bcg^ of which I lhall hereafter 
give fome account. It appears to have been cxprcffly compofed for 
Dr. Hyde, at the requeft of an Englifh gentleman, by a Parji at 
Surat j and there is not, moff probably, a third copy of it in the 
world. 


The loves o/'Khosru and Siiireen— T l&r ^Ferhad— 

And the murder of King KiiosRU by his Son Siiirouieh. 

** Historians, and thofe who relate ancient traditions, thus in- 
form us, that when Hormuz tfic' king had driven forth his fon 
Khofru Parviz * from the city, the prince became very penfive and 
full of melancholy thoughts. And while he was refiedling.on his 
fftuation, he fuddenly fell afleep, and his grandfather Nufliirvan 
(fumamed the juft) appeared before him in a dream, and faid, 
O my fon, why art thou thus melancholy and dejedled ? Banifli 
“ all forrow from thy mind. Four things fhall be thy portion, 
“ each of which is equal in value to the empire of Iran. I now 
“ declare to thee thefe tidings 1— In place of the horfe which you 

• Khofru, whom the Greek writers call Chofraes, began to reign in the 

jear of Chrift 590. 
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“ have loft you will get two, one called Shebdiz* * * § , the other Gw/- 
** goon The nails of your favourite harper have been cut off— 
“ but you Ihall find two others unequalled in the world, one called 
“ Barbud, the other Nckifa, The third gift that awaits you is a 
“ painter more fkilful than Mam^^ of Cheen And the fourth 
“ blefling which you are to enjoy, is a female named Shireen §, far 
“ fuperior to any woman ^\ho has yet exifted, at whofc tranfeen- 
“ dant beauty even the fun is confounded ’* 

When Khofru Parviz awoke from his dream, he Was aftonilhed, 
and faid to himfelf, “ This vifion of my anceftor may not deceive 
** me the dream may yet be fulfilled ” When he thought on this, 
he was pleafed, though filled with refcnlment againft his father — 
Proceeding on the road towards Madaicn )j, he happened to meet the 
painter Shapour, who defcribed to him the charms of Shireen with 
many eulogiums. When Khofru heard tbefe praifcs from Shapour, 
he defired him to devife fome plan for obtaining Shireen. Now, 
while Shapour contrived this, the whole ftory of the tranfadlion is 
minutely related, in the work called Khofru Shinen^ by the poet 
Nizami f , to whom God be merciful ! But as the narrative is of 


* Shebdiz, of a dark or blackifh colour 

t Gulgoon, (f . 1 rofe coloured 

X Mam (tyiU) So the Perfians call ;Wa«r, the celebrated Hcrefiarch, who founded 

a rehgious fedl m the third oenfuiy They defo-ibe him as a painter of fuch admirabJe 
fkill, that he exhibited his piflurcs as works Cent from h«ivcn 

§ Shireen, literally fueef 

II Not &r from the modem Bagdad 
^ Sec the preceding article of thefe CoUedbons, p 214 
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Coiifiderable length, wd ftiall at prefcnt fomewhat abridge it, lefl the 
reader Jlmdd get a head^ach ‘ ‘ ’ 

! . f / ! ' 

Now we return to the thread of the ftory Hiftorians relate, that 
Khofru, with his heart incenfed againft his father, proceeded ’to 
Madaien, and there remained with Shireen, whofe aunt was Mahin 
Banoufif till fuddcnly king Hormuz died. When the news of his 
death reached Khofru, he fet out for Iran that he might be en- 
throned s and in a propitious and lucky hour he feated himfelf on 
his father’s throne, and placed the golden diadem upon his head. 
All the great nobles and the learned men prefented themfelves before 
him, congratulated him, and paid him homage. < Then king Khofru 
laid the foundation of juftice and generofity, and held the dominion 
for eight and thirty years, Barbud and Nekifa, the muiicians, came 
and played before the king : after that he fent for Shireen, and Ihe 
demanded of her aunt the two horfes Shebdiz and Gulgoon. Mahin 
Banoun delivered them to her, and ihe came with them to Khofru. 
Shireen wilhed to have a palace in another place, and the king 
granted her requeft. She then laid, ** 1 long fo paflionately to in- 
“ dulge in mi/k, that without it I can not be at reft: now, ftnce on 
the mountain there i*s a mu/fitucle of cows ancf Iheep, 

** I wifli that fome perfon could be found, who might hollow out 

• AjlyuS is As this is repeated in almoft every third 

or fourth page of the original MS. I have taken the liberty of omitting it in fcvcral 
parts of my tianflation. > 

t Here the Pcrfian abridger digreffcs from the Shah Namah, and introduces the 
epifode of Ferhad, Bcyfitoun, &c. which he borrows from the poem before mentioned 
by Nizami. 


G G 
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“ and dig a channel in that mountain, fo that milk being let into 
“ that channel, I may drink of it as of a rivulet : after that I fliall 
“ refide conflantly with you; but till my wifli be gratified, you 
“ muft not approach me.** 

When Khofru Parviz enquired for a perfon who could excavate 
the mountain, Shapour, the painter, prefented the Ratuary called 
Ferhad * to the king, who gave into his charge the mountain of 
Beyfitoun. Now, Ferhad having beheld the face of Shircen, fell 
fo palfionately in love with her, that he became infane, Whilft he 
laboured in hollowing the mountain, every time that he Rruck with 
the pick-axe, he Rruck in the name of Shireen ; and vvhiJR he 
fmoothed away the rock, he exclaimed, ** alas I Shircen P’— and 
then Rruck again. Thus, without forgetting one moment to call 
upon her name, he cut through the mountain of Beyfitoun, and tlie 
Jlreum of milk + was let to flow. 

Thefe circumftances being related to Khofru, fome one faid that 
Ferhad was enamoured of Shifdeh, and difiratfled tv'ith admiration 
of her beauty. When the king heard this, he alked if any perfon 
could be found who would fo contrive by Rratagem or fraud that 
Ferhad might be deftroyed. A certain old woman, experienced in 
the ways of deceit, came before the king and faid, “ I will engage 
“ to trample this Ratuary under foot, fo that his life fhall quit his 
• “ body.” Khofru the king having made her fome prefents, en- 

* Ferhad, 

t yom~Shttr, IS yf See the preceding article, p. 216.. 
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coiiraged her to hope, faying, “ If by any contrivance or Rratagem 
“ you efFeft his deftruftion, 1*11 heap fo many favours and gifts 
“ upon you, that your old age and infirmities fhall be forgotten, 
and the cord of your poverty fliall be cut.*’ 

Then this treacherous old woman proceeded to the mountain of 
Beyfitoun, where (lie beheld Ferhad, who hewd away the rock, re- 
peating the name of Shireen — /till linking with his pick-axe and 
exclaiming, Alas * Shireen •” — ^Thc old woman coming behind 
him, faid, “ O Ferhad I what madnefs is this, or why do you call 
“ on the name of Shireen? for where is Ihe?— -two weeks have now 
elapfed, and the third weekpalTes away, fince Shireen died and 
“ Khofru the king having put on the fable robes of mourning, will 
** grieve for her till the third week fhall have pafTed away.**— 
When Ferhad heard this from the old deceitful wretch, he uttered 
doleful fighs, and flung on the ground the mattock which he held 
m his hand, and precipitated himfelf from the mountain of Beyfi- 
toun, when, m confequence of falling from the mountain, he gave 
up his foul to God, and as a true lover died for his beloved. Then, 
as it is related, the handle of the mattock which he had flung upon 
the ground', being maa’e of pomegranate wood', took root on that 
fpot, and became a flourifhing young tree, and put forth branches. 
It is faid that this pomegranate tree is very fruitful and productive } 
and that if any perfon being fick fhould place himfelf beneath its 
ftiade, the difeafe would depart from him. Then, when king 
Khofru heard that Ferhad had unthinkingly facrificcd his fweet life 
for the fake of Shireen, he was pleafed with the news, and liberally 


G G 2 
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rewarded the old woman. But Shireen, on hearing it, was much 
afflidted, wept, and lamented. 

Now that king Khofru had freed himfelf from Ferhad, the llory 
being tedious, we fhall abridge it that the reader may not get an 
head-ach. 

Hiftorians* * * § relate that Khofru Parviz had had another wife, 
whofe name was Mary'\-^ and by her one fon. At his birth the 
mother died, and the child was brought up till he became tall and 
ve^y ftrong, and able to command : the king gave him the name of 
Sbirmeh %. It happened one day that this prince of inaufpicious 
deftiny beheld the fair Shireen, and being enamoured of her, fent 
her a meffage. Shireen was incenfed with anger, and fpumed the 
meflenger from her with contempt. The bafe Shirouieh then refol ved 
within himfelf that he would kill his father Khofru, in order that 
Shireen might fall into his hands ; as during the life of the king he 
could not hope to obtain her. With this refolution, he found 
an opportunity one night when Khofru was lleeping alone, and 
ftabbed him in the fide with a dagger, fo that he expired §. When 

• Here the digrcfllon ends, and our Parfi abridgcr returns to the Shah Namah of 
Ferdoufi. 

+ Mary (Martem) z Chriftian piincefs, daughter of the Greek emperor 
Maurice. 

% Shirouieh, tailed by the Greeks Sirwei. 

§ TUs tranfafUon is fald by fome to have happened at Samarra, or Samanray, on 
the banks of the Tigris, not far from Bagdad j where, in the ninth century of the 
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the nobles and great men heard of this murder, they put themfelves 
into mourning for the monarch, and placed his body in a tomb. 
Then Shireen arrayed herfelf in the fable garments of affliftion, 
reiterated her lamentations for the king, and mourned for him during 
one month. After that, as 'it is related, the wicked and deteftable 
Shirouieh fent another meflage to Shireen, faying, Now, come 1 
“ let you and I live together.” * On hearing this, ihe was afflicted, 
and knew not what courfe to purfue, or where to find a remedy for 
her misfortunes. After fome time, fhe fent back an anfwcr to that 
foul daemon, faying, “ Whatever you defire is right, and what you 
** wifh, that I fhall do, and implicitly obey your commands. But 
“ I have one favour to afk, which if you grant, I lhall then more 
** readily comply with your defiles : my requeft is, that I may pay 
** a vifit to the deceafed monarch, and when I return, then I lhall 
*' obey your orders.” 

Chriftian xra, (A. 247) another farrieWe, the KhalifF, AH Afmfazer, wheit about 

to afeend the throne of his murdered fathci: M«lavaiel, accidentally calling his eyes on a 
bciutifiil carpet, part of a booty taken from the Pcrfians, faw embroidered on it the 
figure of a king on horfebach, with a diadem on his head, and an infeription round the 
border. A peribn flailed in the Perfian language being called, explained at the Khalif 's 
defire this writing in the following Arabick words ; 

^^^1 Cmw Nl ^ jyjl CtXXS L31 

“ I am Shirouieh, the Ton of Khofru— I flew my father, and did not reign longer 
“ than fix months.” 

The Khalif 's guilty confclencc induced him to r^rd this circumllance as an evil omen ; 
wliich the termination of his reign in a few months after, is faid to have verified.—.’ 
Vide Jslmaiini Hj/l. Saracen. 
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When Shirouieh heard this he confcnted, and faid, “ Having per- 
“ formed your vifit to the king, haften back to me, for I am en- 
“ amoured of you to diftradtion.** Then Shireen robed herfelf in 
white, and kept concealed about her a bright-bladed dagger, and 
proceeded on her pilgrimage to the tomb of the king. When Ihe 
came there, Ihe kifled the feet of Khofru, and placing herfelf by 
the body of that virtuous monarch, plunged the dagger into her own 
fide, and throwing her arms around his neck, in that fituation ex- 
pired. When it became late, fome of Shireen’s attendants who 
waited without, looking in vain for her return, entered the tomb, 
and found that fiie had united her foul to that of Khofru. 

Hopelefsand dejedled they haftened to Shirouieh, and related all 
that had happened. He was much afflidled at the lofs of Shireen; 
when he laid afide the mourning which he had put on for her, he 
afeended the imperial throne, &c. &c. 
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Geographical ExtraSls from the Perfan Manu- 
fcript intitled Nozhat al Coloub * — Tranjlated 
■ by the fami. 


THE work from which thefe extracts are given, is divided into 
three parts : the firft treats of aftronomy ; the fecond, of anatomy ; and 
the third, of geography. This is tbc MS. quoted by M. D*HcrbeIot, 
who ftyles the author h Geographe Perfan ; and ufed by the learned 
M. de Sacy in illuftrating his excellent Memoifes fur diverfes Anti~ 
quitis de la Petfe. Some paflages from it, relative to Iftakhar or 
Perfepolis, have been given alfo by M. Langles in the Magaztn 
Encyclopedique. Although my copy is very finely written, I am 
aware that, like every other Eaftem MS. (except perhaps the Ko- 
ran) it affords many inftances of error in the pointing, by which 
proper names are much disfigured : — ^thus, in the following extracts, 
we find Kbafehin for 'Khane'kein^ Taeouma for Bacouda, &c. I have, 
however, exactly followed the MS. in this place, and fliall, in a 
future number, correft the errors, as I lhall collate my copy with 
one in the collection of a friend, and have reafon to expeCl 

* tXAyj By'Hamdallah al Muftoufi, 

a native of Cazvin, and the celebrated author of the Gszjdeh, 

or Seh£l Chronicle, an hifioncal work of the highed reputation. 
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another from India in the courfc of a few months. That from 
which I have extradled thefe paffages was probably brought to 
Europe by the celebrated Chardin, as I purchafed it in 1 795 with 
the Gulijian, (filled with his original notes) the Bojian^ and fome 
other MSS. in moft of which are to be found his name and feal. 
Of his notes on the Guliftan a few have been puolifhcd in No. II. 
of thefe CoUeftions, page 93. 


The great fouthem road from Sultanieh to Hamadan. 

Is j1 .XwU ^ j* 


From Sul/amth to the village of lahejheb - - - 5 Farfangs 

— — thence to the caravanfera or inn, crefted by 

the Atabck Mohammed ben Almoziker - - 4 

thence to the village of Gurgaher, in the diftrid 

of Hamadan - -- -- -- -- .4 

• thence to the village of Subahi, alfo belonging 

to the diftrid of Hamadan - - - - _ 5 

— thence to Hamadan - - 

Total from Sultanieh to Hamadan thirty farfangs. 

• The reader may perceive an error intour author’s calculation. 
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Then from Ramadan po the K^ri Shp^een, or paJace of Sljirecn. 
Cuw) «h U 

jj-r--* CLjya ^ /■ ^ IaLw ^ ^ J 

^ CkMj\ <!XwA ^ t^Aw^ L» (,<^ 

f , ^l.<>f j\ j ^ I « j5r* >}'H~ aT ijJ 

^ Jui Ij _5 j! f » Aji ^ ^ ^ i (j-Jm l3 

g-i, jteS U ,olyfi 4^' ^ Cl>y^ ^ ^ j' J 0^ 

y^Ui ij ityi trf/^ ^ cia^T^ ij*^y i ‘^^/* 

t^oLw^ gli ^^^jTiViw <Ui ^ UaXiM. aT ^ ^ j 

Ij «r»iijl aX>^ 4^Cmh^ CmkI; ( » \ L4l tiCtw^ gju Amji^ ^ 

t.» ^ ^^Y^ ^ ^^iXxj Ij y*^A.OT (XmIj AXif» t ^ U^j9 iIaA^ L«^AX 

^ i\i» AoUaXw^) ^ ^ aLwi 

From Hamadan to the town of Afadabad - - - 7 Farfangs 

(In this road begins the afcent of the mountain of 
Alvend) 

■ '■ thence to the village ofKongour, the firft place 


of Curdeftan - -- -- -- -- -6 
— — thence to the to%v n of Chemjemal - - - - 4 
— " — thence to the town of Kirman Shahan - - - 6 


— — thence to tht Si^a of Shebdiz (where the ftatucs 
of Khofru and Sliireen are carved in ilone, at 
a farfangs diftance dn the right hand, and two 


H H 
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fprings of water, which turn mills, flow from Farfangs 
beneath the Sofa of Shebdiz) ----- i 
From Kirman Shahan to Chekarefli - - - - - 6 

thence to the village of Heyar Kavan - - . 3 

— thence to the villages of Gireed and Kherfhan 6 
■ — , thence to the city of HuUvan, which is the 
firfl: of the province of Arabian Irak, to the 
Kefri Shireen - - -- -- -- -5 

Here we turn off from Hamadan to the Kefri 
Shireen by the road of Bagdad, as far as the 
city Khafekein - - 

— thence to the caravanfera of Huhwahn, which 
was erected by Sultan Malek Shah, of the 
Seljukian family - - - - - 

thence to Herufeh - - - -.----3 

The town of Sheheraman is on tlie right hand at a 

diftance of two farfangs - - - - - - 2 

To the town of lacouma - - - -- -- -y 

The total, from Kefri Shireen to Bagdad 30 
And from Hamadan - - _ _ - 88 

And from Sultanieh - 


Then from Bagdad to Nejef. 
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Sjy+j jUU aSj j ^ ^ 4^^^ 

camJu^ ‘?*^ Cw*i AxsltiNjl ^/iijl Ju LsjI 

t^^XfMji ji Cmo! ^ pW-inJI *a1s jjlc jl ^ 

K^ lg-^ J A^ ^ j ^ CXawU (_A5J 4X^iL< Lj «X-wIj 

^ ^ 4XA9 AajUsXw jl J 


From Bagdad to the village of Serfer - - _ - 

thence to the village of Khouaflieh - - - 

thence to the SJbati at jil (elephant^s bank) 

The city of Babylon is on the right hand, at the dif. 
tance of half a farfang; this journey is along 
the bank of the river Euphrates 
From Shatt-al-fil to the town of Hilleh - - - - 

thence to the city of Cufa ...... 

Bous, which was the refidence of Nimrod, and the 
place where Abraham (fumamcd the friend 
of God) was caft into the fire, is on the left 
hand of this road, difiant ...... 

From Cufa to Mejhid, or burial place of the Com- 
mander of' the Faithful, AJi, on whom be 
the peace of God, which place is ftylcd Nejef 
Total from Bagdad to Mefliid Nejef 
And from Hamadan ..... 

And from Sultanieh . . . . - 


lo Farfangs 
7 - 
7 


2 

7 


2 

26 

II4 

144 


\To be continued.^ 
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Indian Falur^s. 


THE fevere and extraordinaiy adls of penance to which the I 
of Hindooflan frequently condemn themfelves, have been noticed by 
various travellers , and one curious in{hince has been already meh- 
tioned in No. I. of this Work, p. 83. 

The engraving annexed reprefents a female of that country, who 
having refufed to burn herfelf on the funeral pile of her hulband, 
repented foon after of her fufiUantmtty in expiation of which {he 
refolved to confume life by flow degrees, her body being fufpended 
from a tree by a rope pafling under her arms, and wafled by the 
fmokc of a fire burning juft beneath her. The original painting (by 
an Indian artift, faid to have been done from the life) is now in the 
colledlion of W Oiifcley, Efq If ivprefents the fiice,^ hands, and 
feet, of a lead or afti colour — the hair d-irk— and the drefs reddifli ; 
fhe ftands on one foot, the otliet being tied up. 
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Explanation of the Cufick Lmes given hi p. 33 
^ of No. I. — By Pro/e^r Tychsen, of Ro/iock*. 


IT may appear tenge to the European reader that an infcription 
fo unimportant and uninlerefting as the following, Ihould have been 
thought worthy of confiderable pains in decoration with gold and 
colours, and written originally with as' much elegance as the fliff 
and rectangular Cufick character would admit. This explanation 
is extracted from a letter of that eminent Orientalilt, Profefibr Olaiis 
Gherardus Tychfen, of Roftock, to W. 'Oufeley, Efq. in which 
the learned German, equally modeft as ingenious, offers his tranfla- 
tion with the utmoft diffidence, 

* This learned Orientalift has long been celebrated for his peculiar fl^ill in dccyphering 
the moft obfeure and difficult infcriplions m the Cufick, or ancient Arabian charafler. 
His various treatifes on Mohammtdan Coinj, his Ekmentak Araliciim, and ^alusr Op if- 
cufa on Eaftcrn antiquities, &c, arc un^erfallj' known and admired on the Continent. 
Having lately diredted his ftudics to the invefli^lion of Perfian antiquities, the expla- 
nation fo long defired of the Perfcpolitan infcriptions may be cxpcdlcd from his ingenuity 
and pcrfcverancc, fufficicntly proved in tJic Lucuhratu de tuneaiit Infcnpticmbus Ptr- 
JepoUtams. 
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Die 1 . cit. p. 35 Stehende Cufifche Schrift ill vollig calligra- 
plufch, nur Schadc, dafs Sie hin und wieder etwas gelitten hat. 
Ich mochte Sie falvis reBiortbux fo Icfen : 

^ ^ « 

Lit , 

*• Profedlo nos donamus te ptifana. 

** Frxfer (earn) pro tua debilitate, et mane 

** Vefperiquc fitim tuam expleat, fitqiie grata ! 

Weil auch bedeutet j fo Konnte das erfte wort der 
Zweiten Zeile itaque comede gelefen warden, tvenn nur das 
Wort in dcr dritten Zeile eine folche Bedeutung ZuliefTe. 

Meine Aiiflegung mag wahr oder falfch feyn : fo bleibt diefe 
Schrift auf einem pappendeckel immer eine merkwurdigkeit. Ha- 
ben fie fonftige Erklarungen davoncrhalten; fo theilcn fie mir folche 
gutigfie mit — &c. 
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Defcription o/" the Throne of King Solomon * — 
Tranjlated Jrom the Perjian MS. intitled 
, o-joUiou or the Hiflory of Jeriifalem — By Cap- 
tain W. Franckltn. 


THIS famous throne was the work of the Djcmon Sakhur j it 
was. called Koukubal-'Jinna'^ : the beauty of this throne has never 
been fufficiently deferibed ; the following are therefore the particu- 
las. — ^The fides of it were of pure gold, the feet of emeralds and 
rubies, intermixed with pearls, each of which was as big as an 
oftrich’s egg. The throne had feven Heps ; on each fide were de- 
lineated orchards full of trees, the branches of which were compofed 
of precious fiones reprefenting fruit ripe or unripe: on the tops of 

• If It were neceflary to demonflrate the powers of an Afiatick imagfnation, or 
fertility of invention, the Editor might give many additional proofs of both from the 
deferiptions of other Eaftcrn thrones: but he believes the reader will be contented with 
this fpecimen. The Pcrfian poets have freely indulged their fancy in defenbing the 
magnificence of Gemfhid’s throne at Iftikhar or Perfepolis : and the 

graveft hifiorians dwell with feeming pleafure on the fplendour of that confiruiled by 
Khofru Parviz about the year 600 of our sera ;• which, however, not being the work 
of fupcmatural artifis, might only boail of as much richnefs and beauty as imperial 
trcafurcs and human ingenuity could beiUnv. ' 

. "I “ the ftar of the Genii. 
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the trees were to be feen figures of beautiful-plum'igcd birds, par- 
ticulirly the peacock^ the Btaub^ and tlie Kurges, All thefc birds 
were hollowed within artificially, fo as occafionally to utter looo 
melodious notes, fuch as the ear of mortal hath ne\er heard. On 
the firft flop ^\ere delineated vine branches, having bunches of grapes 
compofed of various forts of precious ftoncs, fafliioned in fuch a 
manner as to reprefent the different colours of purple, violet, green, 
and red, fo as to render the appearance of real fruit. On the fecond 
ftep, on each fide of the throne, were two lions of terrible alpedl, as 
hrge as life, and formed of caft gold The nature of this remarka- 
ble throne was fuch, that when the prophet Solomon placed his foot 
upon the firft ftep, all the birds fpread forth their wings and made a 
fluttering noife in the air On his touching the fecond ftep, the two 
lions expanded their claws. On his reaching the third ftep, the 
whole aflembly of dtemons, fames, and men repeated the praifes of 
the Deity When he arrived at the fourth ftep, voices were heard 
addrefling him m the following manner: “ Son of David, be thank- 
** fui for the bleffings the Almighty has beftowed upon you **— 
The fame was repeated on his reaching the fifth ftep. On his 
touching the fixth, all the children of Ifracl— and on his arrival at 
the feventhftep, all the throne, birds and animals became m motion, 
and ceafed not until he had placed himfelf m the royal feat, when 
the birds, lions, and other animals, by fecret fprings, difcharged a 
ftiower of moft precious mufk on the prophet : after which two of 
thcKurgefles, defcending, placed a golden crown upon his head. Be- 
fore the throne was a column of bumilhed gold, on the top of which 
was a golden dove which held in its beak a volume bound in filver, 
in this book were written the Pfalms of David, and the dove having 
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prefented the book to the king, he read aloud a portion of it to the 
children of Ifrael It is farther related, that on the approach of 
wicked perfons to this throne, the lions were wont to fet up a 
terrible roaring, and to lafh their tails with violence, the birds alfo 
began to briftlc up their feathers, and the aflembly of deemons and 
genii to utter horrid cries, fo that for fear of thefe, no perfon dared 
be guilty of falfehood, but confeffed his crimes Such was the 
throne of Solomon, the fon of David 


Sketches of Turki/b Poetry — Sy Wiluam 

OUSELEY, JS/y. 


WERE we to eftimate the poetical merits of a nation by the num- 
ber of verfifiers it has produced, a catalogue of names might be 
exhibited in favour of the Turks, as refpe€lable m literary rank, and 
almoft as numerous, as thofc contained m the lift of any other 
countiy, either of Europe or the Eaft But, as in every nation, 
the number of real poets is far exceeded by thofc who only firing 
together rhymes, I ftiall content myfclf in this place With mentioning 
the names of a few Turkilh writers whofe poetical compoCtions 
feem to pofiefs original beauties, or to have been written in fuccefsful 
imitation of the Pcrfiin Ryle Among them, the name of Bai: 

Ihould hold an honourable place : his Divan, or Colleftion of 
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Poems, principally on amatory fubjcfls, was publilhed, according 
to a learned Oricntalift, in the year of the Hegira 747— of the 
Chriftian xra 1346 *. 

The Div.in of Naati (,pr»i) preferits feveral very pleafing com- 
pofitions ; and many others are contained in a volume of mifcellaneous 
poems now before me: the various works of Shahedy, 

Juvani, ^Akeli, Jemall, Muhubbedi, c^Uj Behari, 

Uic /£nka, Jyai Fazooli, ^ Letifi, Bchiftity, Mcfali, 
Dcruni, Rertidi, ^ Laali, Haflicmi, ^j^yAu- 

meedi, Abedi, Foori, Ghureebi, Zauki, „jU». 
Jehani, Saufi, Rezmi, Riaz, Sheriff, yyt 

Azeez, 6 Ja Aarck, Abcri,— and a multitude of others. 

It will be difficult, however, to perfuade the enthuflaflick ad- 
mirer of Perfian poetry, that the chief beauties of thofe Turkifh 
writers are not borrowed from the Lyrick productions of Hafzt 
Sadi, Janii, Orji, Khofnt, and thole who have given to Iran a pre- 
eminence in Erotick and Bacchanalian compofitions. They will 
affirm that many paifages are not only imitations, but tranflations, 
from the Perfian ; and that in fome the very words of the original 
have been retained. I mull acknowledge that the compound epithets 
of the Perfians are profufely hfed in the Turkifli odes or fonnets : 
and here, at leaft, I may fay,' they are judicioufly adopted, as being 
more applicable to their favourite fubjeCts of beauty, love and wine, 
than, perhaps, thofe of any other language. 


* Aflcm. Cat. Bibl. Laarent. Medic, p. 48 2. 



j 797.] ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 239 

The following line from an ode by Soofaneh is pure 

Perfian : 

And much of a very beautiful fonnet by Bauki, given in No. II. 

of thefe CoUedtions, p, 188— and of the following ode: 


fjf" 4 ?* 

tfj 

t5^ 

tXiu 

“ O ! heart enflaver, fwect-Iip*d damfcl I my heart afpircs to 
love thee ! 

“ 01 thou whofe countenance is fair and fragrant as a jafmine leaf, 
my foul adores thee I 

** O 1 thou conqueror of hearts, whole accents are fo fweet, thou 
polTefleft all the charms of the fair 1 
Let me repeat, after wifhing thee every happinefs, that my very 
foul afpires to love thee J ** 


1X2 
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Poems, principally on amatoiy fubjcdls, \vas publilhed, according 
to a learned Oncntalift, m the year of the Hegira 747— of the 
Chriftian icn 1346 

The Divan of Niati (^) prefents fevcral very pleafing com- 
pofitions andmany others are contained in a volume of mifcellaneous 
poems now before me the various works of Shahedy, 

Juvani, ^^Akeli, Jemali, Muhubbedi, Behan, 

bus /Enka, Fazooh, Letifi, Behiflity, Mcfah, 
Dcruni, Relhdi, ^ Laali, Hafliemi, i?A4-«yAu- 

meedi, Abedi, <£^1^ Foon, Ghureebj, Zauki, 
Jehani, Saufi, Rezmi, Riaz, Sheriff, yjs. 

Azeez, tijU Aarck, Abcn, — and a multitude of others. 

If will be difficult, however, to perfuade the enthuliiffick ad- 
mirer of Per/ian poetry, that the chief beauties of thofe Turkilh 
writers are not borrowed from the Lynck produdlions of Hafiz, 
Sadi, Jami, Orfi, Khofru, and thofe who have given to Iran a pre- 
eminence in Erotick and Bacchanalian compofitions. They will 
affirm that many paffages are not only imitations, but tranflations, 
from the Perfian and that in forae the very words of the original 
have been retained. I mull acknowledge that the compound epithets 
of the Perfians are profufely ufed in the Turkifli odes or fonnets . 
and here, at leaft, I may fay, they are judicioufly adopted, as being 
more applicable to their favourite fubjcdls of beauty, love and wine, 
tlran, perhaps, thofe of any other language 


• Affcm Cat Bibl Laorent Medic p 48 a 
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The following line from an ode by Soofaneh is pure 

Perfian { 

C-SJ 


And much of a very beautiful fonnet by Bauh, given in No. II. 
ofthefe Collc 6 tions, p, i88 — and of the following ode: 


a** 4?' 

trr- «' 

^yji 

tsi 

(/Li 

<* O I heart enflaver, fweet-lipM damfcl ! my heart afpires to 
love thee I 

“ 0 1 thou whofe countenance is fair and fragrant as a jafmine leaf, 
my foul adores thee I 

** O I thou conqueror of hearts, whole accents are fo fweet, thou 
poiTeiTeft all the charms of the fair I 

“ Let me repeat, after wifliing thee every happinefs, that my veiy 
foul afpires to love thee 1 ” 


1x2 
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The ode by a Tiirkifli poet called Verweifi, tvhich thus 

begins, 


IS evidently an imitation of this by Ha 6 z, 

^ sjjjS 

In this hafty iketch I have hitherto only fpokcn of the Lyrick 
poetry of the Turks ; their compofitions of the hcroick and epick, 
folemn and elegiack nature, are excellent and numerous : yet, it 
may be alfo faid, that of thefe the moft celebrated and admired arc 
imitated or tranflated from the PcrCan. They have fucceeded in 
transfufing into the Turkilh language the beauties of thofe romances 
which have immortalized Ferdufit Uizamiy and Hatef, among the 
Pcrfians : and have thus rendered themfelves acquainted with the 
ancient hiftory of CatumeraSy Gmjhid and Gujhtafp, the herculean 
labours of Rujiam and Asfendiary the romantick ftory of Khofru and 
Shtreeriy and the pathetick tale of Laih and her diftrafted Majnoon. 

I (hall clofe ihefc fketches by prefenting to the reader a Turkifli 
fonnet by Naati, my tranflation of which I fhall withhold for the 
prefent, in hopes that one of my ingenious correfpondents may 
favour me with a better in fomc future number of thefe CoUeftions^ 
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Turltifb Sonnet by Naati. 


J** J ^ '***' *ij J-*-* yXljJLii 

*5l>} LL>>^ 


^ jlLr.) fcVi«»<4i*S» 

<3 «>X» ^IajI sIm 

^ A?' tjrf^ CU>^ 


Jux^ ^ ' 

'y * .^bW ^'ji aIjjIj^ yi 

***0 
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ExtraBofa Letter from General Vallancey to 
W. OuSXEEY, Efq. 


, You will judge that, at the prefent moment, the chief 
engineer of this country can have little leifure for literary Hudics j 
yet thofe hours ufually fpent by others in vifits and ceremony, afford 
me an opportunity of following my favourite amufement, which 
has been chiefly in purfuit of that numerical language briefly handled 
in the Fifth Volume of my CoUeBanea^ and from n hence I am daily 
more confirmed, that numerals were the parents of letters, and 
formed all the names of thofe revolutionary deities which took their 
rife in Chaldea; and prove, what I have afferted in my vindication, 
that the general plan of idolatry was formed before the difperfion. 

Mr. Wilford’s difcoverics from the Puranas of the Bramins will 
open a new hiftoiy of mankind . every line he has written of the 
origin of the Hindus and of the Palh confirms me in opinion, that 
both people have been m thefe iflands; but it mufl have been prior 
to the perfedlion of the fine arts, imlcfs feme other caufe can be 
afiigned why the Phoenicians did not leave fome monuments of them 
in Britain, m Ireland, and m Minorca. 
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I return you many thanks for your very obliging communication 
of Profefibr Tychfen’s explanation of the Perfepolitan infcription : 
my only objection, at the firR view, is to his placing the date in 
the time of. the Arfacides, a period when the Greeks were not only 
a lettered, but an hiftorical, people. Some have fuppofed thofe in- 
feriptions to be fragments of Eg}'ptian antiquity brought by Cam- 
byfes from the fpoils of Thebes : it is certain fome of thefe charac- 
ters are to be found on the pyramids ; my late friends Gebelin and 
Bailly were convinced they were founded on the bafis of the Hiber- 
nian, or Indo-Sc)'thian Ogham^ a word Sir William Jones found to 
have the fame fignification in the Sanferit (viz. a facred chanufler) ; 
and our Irilh account of this Ogham is, that it originated in 
Thebes, The Egyptian name of the Indo-Scythian Jfliephcrd kings, 
Manetho tells us, was hycsos, and Syncellus.fays, the laR of them 
was named ases, words not very foreign to aksak. According 
to the Perfian tradition, Eftekar or Perfepolis was built by the Pens 
in the reign of Gian-ben-Gian, that is, in the fabulous times of Perfian 
hiftory. I wait with great anxiety to fee Tychfen^s explanation. Sir 
William Jones, from Ibnu Arabfliah, informs us, the Khatai (the 
Cotti of the Irifli) had literary charadters, and that the other Tartars, 
generally fpeaking, had not letters ; yet in Jaghatai the people of 
Oighur had a fyllem of fourteen letters, which are the charadlers the 
Mongals are fuppofed to have borrowed ; it will be pleafing to make 
the comparifon. 

Mr. Wilford fays the hiftory of the Pali*s cannot fail to be in- 
terefting, as it will be found much connedled with that of Europe. 
Thofe that remain in India ufe the Pmfacbi letters, which they in- 
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vented ; what are thofe letters ? — their language differs not radically 
from that of other Hindus — that they are named Pah *, Balh, and 

Bils that wherever they fettled m clans, the villages are called Balli, 

which at length came to fignify a town or city. Can any thing be 
more congenial to the Irifli language, in which Palice fignifies a flieep 
ground, a fliepherd’s hut; and Baili, a clan, a fettlement, a town, 
village and city . In the fame language Ahir figmfies a fhcpherd, in 
Irifh Aora, Arg, a boat or Ihip, m Infh Arg, &c. See. 


Dulhtit Jan g 


I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. 


• Pales "ffas the goddefs of Ihepherds with flie Romans, 

Alma Pales, fercas paftona facra canentJ, 
Profequor offiao fi tua fiifla meo Ovid. 
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A. Tale from an original MS. of the Arabian 
Nights — Traifated Jonathan Scott, JBfq. 
of Shreiujbury *■ 


BY the letter which inclofed this valuable article, the Editor 
learns* from his ingenious friend, that before he purchafed the fix 
volumes of Arabian Talcs from ProfefTor White, of Oxford, he 
had been in pofleflion of a fragment of that work, from which the 
following ftory is extra<5led. He finds, on infpe(5lion, that thofc 
fix volumes contain a great number of talcs which have been omitted 
by M. Galland in his tranflation, and that, with feme trifling ex- 
ceptions, the feries of them is complete to the thoufand and firfl: 
night. “ You will fee, (adds Captain Scott) that the enclofed talc 

• This .gentleman, sthom a rcfidcncc of nunj years in India (where he filled the 

with the languages of Afia, is well known by his admirable tranflation of " Feriflita's 
Hiflory of Dckkan,’’— Memoirs of Eradut Khan,” &c. His Perjian Taltt of 
■ InatuIIa (imitated and left unfiniflicd by Colonel Dow) arc now in the prefs, and will 
exhibit a faithful verfion of the origiral work, intillcd Behar Danejh, It 

is to be hoped that all doubts on the fubjedl of tlw Arabian Taks will be done away by 
his literal and complete tranflation of the MS. work lately belonging to Dr. White. 
However arduous the undertaking, however difiicult and obfeure the language, and vo- 
luminous the work, (fix large volumes) ihofc who are acquainted with the abilities of 
Captain Scott will not entertain a doubt of hb fuccefs. fEdtfir.) 


K K 
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“ is one of many, told by the concubine of a king, whofe fon fhe 
“ had falfely accufed of attempting her virtue, (fhe having tried 
his) in order to procure his death. The prince being bound by 
a vow to obferve a filence of feven days, could not defend himfelf 
by fpeech, fo that he would have fallen a facrifice to the malice 
“ of the lady, had not his vow been known to the feven viziers of 
“ his father, who in turn prevail each day on the king to fufpend 
“ the execution of his fon, by a narrative difplaying the artifice of 
“ women. Each night the concubine obtains an order for his 
‘ ‘ death by relating an anecdote of the cunning of man : the follow- 
** ing is one of her ftories. On the eighth day the prince fpeaks, 
** andjuftifies himfelf, when the lady is punifhed,” 

The following palTage is extracted from RufTeirs Hiftory of 
Aleppo, Vol, I. p, 385, ** The Arabic title of our Arabian 

'* Nights is, * Hakaiet Elf Leily wa Leily,* Stories, a tboufand 
one nights. It is a fcarcebookatAIeppo. After much inquiry, 
“ I found only t^vo volumes, containing two hundred and eighty 
“‘nights, and with difficulty obtained liberty to have a copy taken. 
“ I was fliewn more than one complete copy in the Vatican library; 
“ and one at Paris in the king's library, faid alfo to be complete. 
“ I have heard lately that Mr. Profcflbr White, of Oxford, has got 
“ a copy which formerly belonged to the late Mr. Wortley Mon- 
“ tague, but I do not know what number of nights it contains*^. 


• TLefc MSS. wlildi I lla^ c lately purchifcd from Dr. White, certainly contain 

(i-tcept an hiatus of a few nights) the thouland and one, with which the fixth volume 
conclude^, though the talcs do not occur in the order of Galland’s tnnflation. (Scait-) 
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** Befides the two volumes mentioned above, I colledled a num- 

* her of feparate tales, fome of which may poffibly belong to the 
‘ Elf Leily ; at leaft, of the continuation of the Arabian Nights, 

* publilhed at Edinburgh in I 793 » almoft the whole of the tales 
‘ contained in the firft and third volumes, are found in my collec- 
‘ tion. I 'or\n that before I made this difcovery, or had read more 

* than the tranflator*s preface, I was inclined to think the continua- 
‘ tion, from the fufpicious manner of its introdudlion, was 
‘ fpurious*.’* 


* I was of the fame opinion as Dr. Ruflcll rcfpcfllng this publication, till .acciden- 
tally taking up a Perfian MS. in my pofleflion, the wLUCil "Jarntt a] Huhlaiaut^ 
or Collcflion of Narratives, I met rvith fevcral of the (loncs contained in it exaflly 
the fame in fubftance. They may have been tranilated from Arabjck into Perfian, or 
vice veria : but that they are nof die fabrications of an European author Is clear from 
the eminence of the rales both in Arabick and Perlian. Dr. RuHell has his MS. in the 
former, and I ^m ready to Ihew mine in the latter language to any one. From the 
very loofe and unldiomatick tranfiadon of them, I am inclined to think that the firft 
muft hive been made by the Frenchman from the oral one of the Maronite prieft— 
(Vide Preface to the Continuation of the Arabian Nights, publilhed at Edinburgh ia 
1792.J 'For this the Englilh editor is not to blame. (Scatt.J 
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ju...L£n AJSt 


*xsiIj ^ iiO»»3! 1^1 ^ ^ £5^ i_o^Ls!t I. 3 

jy* .yi*^ y •^y" j tr* is^t/ 

to<>J! ^ L« j j ^ i\a^3 LwaIL £ . cCr 

^Lwi!1 *7^^ li!^ (iCmi 1^1 £jXxXj wJUu lJuS ^ ii^ClUir ^\5S 

liiw «IiojU* luL^ a3 t^Xio ^Jtc yaxj Ujt* 

^ yiSi Ajlif jj* (*^ Myi 

V ^ CijyaXA ^jy*^ (.aJ^ ,^JU3I ,yJJ il^l 

*><9 .XS ^ iJ! iSijya^ \Ajyo U ^ ,iU» ^*-*5 

^ ^ ^^1 U! iU>lA 1^ ^ aUj Lft ^>«»«* l4 c^f» 1 

U jya^ (5= y.>^ U Oo ^ 

jy^ '^jy^ ^1} ^ *3Lmj ^*J1 *7«A^ii Ci.>^ cy*' ♦ 
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The Fifth Night. 


When the fifth evening came, the concubine entered to the king, 
and in her hand was a cup of poifon. She faid, O king, if thou 
wilt not do juflice for me upon thy fon, I will drink this poifon, 
and my crime will reft upon thy fiioulders. Thy viziers fay unto 
thee that the female is a cunning and artful fex ; but there is not in 
the world a more deceitful being than man. 

Then the king faid, How fo? She replied, It Jias reached me, 
O king, that there was a painter pafiionately fond of women, ex- 
ceedingly amorous. On a certain day he entered a friend's houfe, 
and faw upon the wall of his apartment the portrait of a beautiful 
girl playing on the lute, whofe equal he had never beheld. The 
rapture of the. painter was exceflive, and love penetrated his heart. 
Then his companions faid to him, O thou deficient in underftanding, 
how canfi thou fancy a love for a figure depidled on a wall, that can 
neither fee nor hear ? He replied, .^e limner could not have drawn 
this portrait unlefs he had feen fuch a countenance. One faid, 
furely it may be that the limner invented it from his own fancy, and 
may never have feen her. He anfwered, I hope from God (whofe 
name be praifed) comfort and relief, but it is necefiary that you in- 
form me of the painter. 

Then they told him that he was in a certain city ; upon which he 
wrote to him, requefting'to know whether he had feen the face he 
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2^0 

uXjjU. 8^ ^ aLsIJ Q-« Us L6 

th^ 

jjUv (.><*^1 iiVj jj3 ^LaSt f ^ j.^\\ c-Wj Wi 

u L) ^ kXijiN4is 3^> 15^^ j«.>M.n 4x^j ijj ^ 
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had drawn, or had invented it by his own fancy. An anfwer was 
returned, that it was the portrait 'of a finging girl belonging to a 
vizir in the city of Ifpahaun. 

When the painter was informed of this intelligence, and that his 
treafure was in the empire of Perfia, he made ready for his journey, 
and departed, and did not flacken in endeavours to travel night and 
day till he reached it. He entered the city, and had abode fome 
days in it,* when he formed an intimacy with an apothecary, and 
affbeiated with him, and converfed on feveral fubje«5ls, nil they 
came to difeuffions on the king and his. qualities. 

• Then the apothecary replied, Our fovereign has the greatefl hatred 
againll profefTors of magick, and when forcerers fall into his hands, 
he cafts them into a deep pit without the city, where they die* of 
hunger and thirft. He now (the painter) continued to converfe 
with him refpedting the fmging girl, when the apothecary replied, 
truly fhe is concubine to the vizier. 'Upon this the painter began to 
plan his flratagems. . 

AVhen fome evenings had palled, and it was the night of the full 
moon, then he took ^vith him the implements of a robber, proceeded 
to the palace of the vizier, tofled a rope ladder over a battlement, 
and defeended. 

When he had gained the terrace, he defeended into the court, when 
lo 1 a chamber, from which proceeded gleams of light. He ap- 
proached and entered. In it was a throne (bed) of ivory inlaid with 
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pure gold, upon which repofed a damfel like a rerplendent fun in a 
ferene Iky. At her head and feet were placed lamps, w'hofe luftre 
..the brightnefs of her countenance outlhone. He went hear her, 
gazed upon her, and lo 1 fhe was the objedt of his defires. Near 
her pillow lay a veil embroidered with pearls and gems. 

ThOT he drew a dagger from his girdle, and with it wounded the 
palm of the dathfel, fo that a flight Icar Ihould appear. The pain 
awakened her, but from her fears flie did not feream, fuppofing he 
was a robber in fcarch of plunder; but faid, take this rich veil, and 
do not kill me. Then he took the veil from her, and went his 
^vays. ' 

' When God had brought light with morning, he put on the holy 
veftment of a pilgrim, took with him the jewel-fet veil, and en- 
tered to the king, whom he complimentc.d, and received the falaam 
in return. 

Then he faid, O king, I am a man, a pilgrim, a religious, from 
the country of Khoraflaun, and have travelled to thy prefence on 
account of the fame of thy virtues, thy jufiice to thy fiibjedts, and 
I wifhed that I might dwell under thy proteftion. At the clofe of 
day I reached this city, when the gates were locked, and I remained 
on its plain. I was fleeping, when lo ! four women alighted on a 
tree, one riding upon an hyaina, another upon a ram, the third upon 
a black bitch, and the fourth upon a leopard. 

When I faw them I knew that they were forcerefies. Then one 
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of them approached me and began to kick me with her feet, and 
ftrike me with her whip, which feemed in her hand like fire. It 
pained me, and I repeated the name of the Almighty God, and 
ftruck at her on the palm with a knife which I had, and fhe was 
wounded. Then fhe defifted, and fled from me, and there fell 
from her this veil which I took up, upon it valuable jewels, but for 
which I have no occafion, for I have retired from the world. 

Then he left the veil in the hands of the king, and departed. — 
The king took up the veil and examined it, when he remembered 
that he had prefented it to his vizier. Then he faid to his vizier. 
Did I not prefent thee with this veil ? 

The vizier replied, Certainly, and_ I gave it to my concubine. 
Then faid the king to him, Go and bring her to me, for Ihe is a 
forcerefs. The vizier went to his palace, and brought her, and 
truly the wound was feen upon her palm. Then the king was con- 
vinced of the truth of the pilgrim’s ftory, and when he faw her, he 
commanded that /he fliould be caR info the pit of forcery. Then 
fhe was let down into it. 

When the painter knew that his flratagem was completed, and 
that the damfel was in the pit, he took with him a purfe, in it a 
thoufand deenars, and went to the keeper of the pit and faid. Take 
this purfe, enjoy the benefit of it, and hear my flor)\ I am from 
the country of Perlia. 

Then the keeper attended, and he faid to him, Know that this 
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damfel is innocent of what they have accufed her, and I am he who 
has brought her into this misfortune. After this, he related his 
Rory from firll to laft, and faid, I hope from thee that thou wilt 
give her up to me, and perform a meritorious adlion, when I will 
take her from hence, and retire with her to my own country. If 
{he remains, Ihe will foon be numbered with the dead. Pity then 
her afflidlions and my own, and |>rofit thyfclf with this gold. 

The keeper replied, I will give the damfel to thee, on condition 
that thou remain not here. Then the painter received her, and be- 
gan on the inftant to exert himlelf in travelling day and night, till 
at length he reached his own country with her. — Such was one of 
the numerous artifices of m:^." 

Then the king iflued orders for the execution of his fon. 
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ExtraB from the Saiifcrit Book intitled Serebau- 
gabut Poran — TrarfaUd by John Marshall*, 
Anno 1677 . . 


NOW Durjoodun (Judiftat’senemie)lie was much troubled 

hereat : this, Sodded told Roja Porakect. Then Durjoodun had 
one fiftet, called Mittiebinda, (i. e. a great friend) and Duttrueas, 
his father, would have Durjoodun to give his filler to Govind for a 
wife: but Durjoodun was not willing, being Judiftar (Govind’s 
great friend) fo much his enemie. Then Govind, at a great meeting 

• The MS. from which this extraft has been taken, is preferved in the Britilh 
Mufaum, (Harleian Library, No. 7199): it is intitled A Continuation of Muddoo 
“ Soodun Raurre Bramin, his account of the Hindoos Book called Screbaugabut 
“ Poran,” &c. Another MS. in the fame colle6Bon (No. 4256) contains the former 
Pwr«n, ’nWiS.Vi, \TartoLt, J'efT* 

In a third volume in the fame library, (containing four MSS. bound tc^ether, viz. 
Nos. 4252, 4253, 4254 » 4255) ■we find ** A familiar and free Dialogue between 
“ John Marfhall and Muddoo Soodun Raiiric Bramin at CalTumbazar, in Bengal, in 

Eaft India, began the 1 8 of March 1 674 and An Account of the Hindoos 

** Book called Serebaugabat Poran,” &c. in a fiiirer hand than that given in No. 4256* 
There arc alfo “ Memorandums in India by John Marfhall, beginning September 
1 1, 1678. 

From thefe MSS. fuch pafiages as appear moft curious fhall be occafionally given 
in the future numbers of this work. 
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of many of the Rojah’s daughters, took Mittrebinda away by force 
and married her. 

Now there was a city called Cofithy and the Rojah’s name was 
Nogganuzzeeky and he had a daughter called Suttea, and Nogga- 
nuzzeek, ft^ing that flie was fo very beautiful, was refolved not to 
let her marry any but that man who could .bind feven-oxen at once,- 
the ftrongeft and fierceft he could get 1 and giving this out, many 
princes fonnes came, but none could bind them. And Govind heard 
hereof, and went thither to his houfe, and he feeing Govind, was 
very glad, and gave him good entertainment, and all the women 
that faw him were ntucli taken with him j and Nogganuzzeek told 
Govind that he (Govind) was the governor of the world, and that 
when he drew it, it was nothing, and faid, ‘t You are one, and 
** there is no other befides you, and your mind is perfedl in all 
things, and you do many things for our good, and thofe Lachame 
“ on your breafts, they delire no more but to carry the dirt or duft 
“ of your feet on their head, and much pray for it, yet that favour 
“ is not by you granted to them; and Burmah and Manhadeeb ftrive 
** much and pray much to have the favour of carrying the duft of 
“ your feet, yet cannot obtain it; and how many Jougees pray to 
“ you. Now you are Bume, who hath no body, and the reafon 
why you aflume body is, bccaule that the \vorld or people therein 
** being growne fo wicked that they obey not you; therefore for their 
“ inftruilion it is that you came into the world, and alfo to en- 
“ couragement of thofe that obey you ; now it is writt in Bead that 
“ you have not a body, but that for the reafons afore mentioned 
** you have affumed one.” 
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' This, Sookdeeb told Roja Porakeet, and that, at Nogganuzzeek*s 
faying fo, Govind fmiled. So, then, Govind faid to him, “ If 
“ that you know all this, why have you taken fuch care about the 
“ not letting any have your daughter but fuch as can bind the feven 
oxen?”— So, then, Nogganuzzeek faid, that he knew it was a 
miracle to do fuch a thing as to bind the oxen; and that if he 
would do it, then thofc that before would not obey him, (Govind) 
yet then will obey him, knowing that none but God himfelf can do 
it. So, then, Govind faid, he would bind them, and would do it 
fo that it fhould be no trouble to him ; and fo he did ; and at that 
all people efteemed him as God. And fo Nogganuzzeek gave him 
his daughter to wife ; and gave him with her ten thoufand cowes, 
and golden bracelets and wearing jewells, and three thoufand women 
to wait on her, and nine thoufand elephants, and 900,000 rutls, 
90,000,000 horfes, 9,000,000,000 men: and Govind was veiy 
merry, and Govind having gott all this was going home, but all 
thofc Rojah’s fonnes who had ftrove to bind the oxen but could not, 
they were much angry at^ Goyind, and refolved that he fhould not 
carry away this wife of his, fo refolved altogether to fight with 
him, and Govind perceived it; Govind prepared himfelfe, and 
killed many of them ; and thofc left, fome of them with broken 
legs and armes, &c. fome ran away and went home. And there 
was a Roja called Sootakire, and lie had a daughter called Buddrab, 
and he gave her to Govind for wife. Now there was a country 
called Hekcy, and the Rojah of that place gave his daughter Luchena 
to wife to Govind. — This, Sookdeeb told Roja Porakeet, how that 
Govind had married eight times thus. 
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Now, the Earth had a fonn called Nurruck Rojahy and he had 
forced abundance of Rojahs* daughters into his houfe, and was rc- 
folvcd that when he had gotten fixtecn thoufand of them together, 
that then he would man}’' them all, and not marry any one till then: 
and Govind hearing this, he went to him, and killed him, and took 
from him all his women, and married them all. — This, Sookdeeb 
told Rojah Porakeet : then Porakcct afked Sookdeeb how many 
women this Nurruck had gotten together, and how ftrong was he, 
and how Govind killed him, and took away' the women — that 
“ tell me at large, the whole Rory.** 

So Sookdeeb told him that Nurnick Rojah was very Rrong, and 
that Burmah loved him much and gave him much Rrength, and he 
had much art ; and whofoever he heard of, that were kings that had 
daughters, he forced away; and Burmah had fuch a great love for 
him, that he fuffered him to go up to Inda and bound him in prifon, 
and took from his wife her ear-rings, and from Inder his Cha-wtab^ 
which was carried over his head, and brought it away. And at 
this Inder was very * and thought what to do, being Burmah 

had fuch love for men that made them fo Rrong to * with 

him. S^o fnder compfamed to Govind, and crj’ing to him the whole 
Rory of Nurruck; and Govind told him he would chaRife him 
fufficiently. And Nurruck had built fuch a houfe in the Sunimear 
hill that reached up to heaven, and Ropped it up, fo there ivas no 
roome for the funn, moone or planet to move in ; and about his 
houfe made a Rone wall, which was full of all forts of weapons 

* Thefs blanks are in the original. 
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that none could pafs, fome /landing one way, aijd others another. 
He mkde another wall or moat of all the'ivater, antJ made another 
wall of fii'e; and he had a Drogo (called ‘Moor) or lleward, or < 
rather T ' and he was to have the government df.the armie 
belonged to Nurruck; and, this Moor- had rto'ade anotherwall of 
ropes or netts to enfnare'ahy that fhould corne to fight' with him, and 
about that made a wall of /hakes, and thus this Rojah lived. And 
Govind perceiving all this, he called "Gur from heaven, and rode 
upon him, an‘d carried only one’wife with him; and he broke with 
his club all the wall- of 'ftone,\'and with his chuckur he cut all the 
wall of weaponSj’he put out- the fire w-all, and turned away the 
moat or ditch wall) and cut the wall of roaps,' and then blew upon 
his fnakes with five mouths or lliell; and all 'Niirruck's arts went' 
away : and this hoife of /hakes the Drogo Moor heard,. and rofe ■ 
•and wondered at fuch a noife, and was. angry— he had five heads^ 
and took a weapon in his-hands, and was fo ahgry that fire flew out 
of his eyes, and ran' to kill'-Govind with the fame defire as^a fnake 
doth to eat her vidlualls. \ ' ■ V 


. View of Paggala’ Pool. ' 

THE drawing from which the annexed engraving was made' 
(nowin the coHeftion of Lady Chambers) is a reprefentation of the 
ruined bridge called ‘ Paggala Pool, near Dacca, in Bengal, as it 
appeared in the year 1789. 
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ConjeStures of G. Penn, Efq. F. S. A. on the 
Egyptian Original of the Word nrp — Con- 
tinued' from No. U. p. 169. 


I. AND here I muft claim the reader*s unprejudiced attention to 
the fubjeft of inquiry. 

That, at the origin of fpeech, the fame term fhould have been 
applied to the fun and to fre, will appear highly probable, if we 
reflect how frequently, in daily phrafe, we fpeak of the fun as a 
part of the element which we call fire, — our experimental know- 
ledge of the extenfivc diifufion of that element throughout nature 
having taught us to confider the fun as comprehending a limited 
quantity of that univerfal fubfiance. But, at the origin of mankind, 
and before the tardy lelTon of experience was accomplifhed, the re- 
verfe muft neccflarily have had place; and inftcad of the pha;- - 
nomcna of the fun being referred to the general quality of fire, the 
phenomena of fire muft have been compared with the particular 
charadlcr of the fun. It is on this obvious and natural principle 
that Amobius inquires, “ iambus fobs genitalis fervor?’* If 
vve carry our thoughts back to man at his firft creation, it is evident 
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that he would have derived from the fun his firft acquaintance with 
the properties of fire j which difeovers itfelf no where in a vifible 
form but in the heavenly bodies or meteors, and no where with the 
prominent feature of heat but in the folar orb : — for no folid objec- 
tion can be raifed againft this general rule, from the verj rare pha;- 
nomenon of volcanic fire. We may coile<fl from the Mpfaic record, 
that the occafion for fire was not coeval with the creation of man ; 
becaufe he was produced in a temperature of climate that did not 
require it for warmth, and in a fituation where the exuberant and 
varied productions of the foil fuperfedeJ its fervice for the prepara- 
tion of artificial food. Familiarized thus, from his creation, with 
the ftriking properties of light and beat proceeding from the folar 
orb, man, on his firft acquaintance with terreftrial fire, would have 
recognifed in it the charaCtenftic features of that heavenly fubfiance, 
which would thus have become the rule and ftandard of the other, 
determining the defignation it fliould receive. And whatever change 
the refinement of feience might have afterwards introduced into the 
primitive notion, it is highly probable that the more popular and 
general phrafeology flill retained the original impreflion 

That this was really the cafe may be inferred from the tenor oI 
ancient fable, which not only reprefents Prometheus as having fit^^ 


, * Rudbeck, in his Atlanisea, T. 11 . p. 145, remarks thus of the prailicc of Ws 
northern ancedors : id vero obfervatii digniflimum cenfemus, quod non tantum" omnii 

“ Jilts nomina tgni tnbuantur fed etiam ex adverfo Jol, ignis nomina recipiat,” 

&c. And thus,' the word figfufics jirtt in Ezcch. v. 20. u HYPI 

but in Job, XXXI. 26, it figmfics the/img "HAION tw nrujtavrKtna. 
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imported to man the element of fire, but farther, of having drawn 
that fire from thedblar mafs. Thus, among others, Ennius 

" Ifteic de foie fumptus ignis.” 

On which* paflage his learned commentator* remarks • “ We are 
“ here to imdcrftand nothing elfe, than that the fire, which we ufe 
“ for our accommodation, was drawn from the fun , fince, in all 

Its various qualities, it approaches fo nearly to the nature of the 
** fun Many of the definitions given by the philofophers, are 
“ foundedaipon this affinity of the fun to iire — thofe ancient fages 
“ were of the belief, that our earthly fire was conneded by fome 
** •\^ery intimate relation with the ccleftial. On which account it is, 
•* that Apuleius calls the folar fire the parent of the terreffnal *,** 

An evidence of the fame fadt, among the firft inhabitants of Europe, 
IS llill preferved, with fufficient evidence, in the remains of the ancient 
Celtic language, and in thofe fragments of tradition which conneift 
the original occupants of Greece with the Celtic ftock The diffe- 
rent branches of that extenfive family have uniformly employed the 
words TAN, TIN, TEiNE*h, to figniFy the element oj fire ^ and 
(by reduplication J) titan, titin, tithin, to denote the Jolai 


* Ennn Frag Prtrrelh not 

t Lhu)ds Arcbaxtl Bnt Gloflbgnph), p 293 —Shaw ’sGalic and Infti Di£t — 
Infli Engl D16I Frtnx —Vocabulairc Francois et Breton Quimpcr 1778 p 9, 73, 

** An TAN, It feu Junii Etymol Angl V Tinder 

J The reduplication of a root, either wholly or in part, is a ^ery ordinary praflicc 
m primitive languages to contribute force, or to denote pre eminenw Wc meet witli 
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jin , or the Sun. The latter terms are ftill m ufc in the diakds of 
Ireland and Scotland ^ the former are alfo fevcrally employed in thofe 
of Brittany, Cornwall, Wales, and Ireland. The firft and fecond 
of thofe words furvive, likcwife, in our own compound Enghlh ; 
in which, among other Celtic words, we ufe the word to tine, 
with the fignification of to/rW/?, or Jet on jire. Wc alfo ufe the 
word to TAN, by which we mean, to male brown by e>.pofuie to 
the a^ton of the fun^ as Johnfon juftly defines it : 

“ His face all TANN*d with fcorchmg sunny rays.” 

Nearly equivalent to which is the verb, to sun, as the Latin soL^rf, 
and the Greek *HAIOT(r0«<. This operation of the fun, the firll 
and moft familiar agent of heat, became the rude model of the 
artificial procefs afterwards introduced, which Rill prefenes the 
name of, to tan. 

To the fame root we may venture to refer the flrange and quef- 
tionable word in Greek, tmthaltus — fignifymg calidus ; 

which feems to be a fort of pleonaRic compound, confifting of an 


It both in the Hebrew and Egyptian , two languages, which, though effentially diffe- 
rent, yet agree m this gereral analc^, proceeding from the feelings of minkmd The 
author of the Irifli Englifli Di£t obferves at the word Ttthm, the fun — This word 
feems to be derived from the Irifh word Teithf hot, warm Quaere, if the name 
“ of the people called Tttans, may have any connexion or affini^ with this word 1 ” 
The monofyllables quoted in the text, compared with the gemus of fpeech, arc, how- 
ever, fufficient to convince us, that the hjl fyllables of uthm, ttUn, titans arc not 
formative, but radical. 
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ancient term and its modem interpretation: fc. nvy tijj and 
a.\ioq, ALEUS, calidus. The name of tin islikewife derivable from 
the fame fource, as having been applied to our native metal (of which, 
^Plinyf* informs us, mirrors were anciently made) on account of .its 
brilliancy. For, as the Latins applied the oriental term “lIK* aur, 
which lignifies //z.v, yj/, and alfo ignis ^ (but, “ non tarn ignis ar- 

dorem quam ejus flammantem (plendorem *’ J) to denote both the 
brightnefs of the mornings aurora, and the luftre of the metal 
gold^ AURUMj-— and as the Greeks applied to iron^ si- 

DERos, the fame word which the Latins, or early Dorians, iifcd 
to exprefs the heavenly bodies, “ Iplcndentia cceli sidera ;** — fo 
it is a very found conjedure, that our remote anceftors were guided 
by a cognate principle in impofing the name of tin. 

Together with the other members of the Celtic family, the firiV 
inliabitants of Greece employed the common name of rtruv, 
TITAN, TiTEN, to denote xh^/olar Myy as is almoft too noto- 
rious to require evidence here. The following palfage, however, 
in the hymn to Apollo, or the sun, afenbed to Orpheus, in which 
various traditionary and myftical names of that perfonified agent 
are alTembled, may deferve to be produced : 


♦ Tin, to nuU, or dijjtlve." Trirti'Eng. Dift. From the word tm we allb form, 
to 77«d, i. e. tofparhk, to kindle ; the congenial letter d being brought out by a firong 
appulfc of the tongue on the final m fo, perhaps, in Sec Junii Etymol. 

Angl. V. Teen, Ttnd, Tin. 

t Nat. Hift. XXXIV. c. 17 . 

X Simonis Lex. Heb. CLald. 



268 


ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. . [No. HI. 

nuA», TITAN, 

rPTNIE, xa» Tfin&ea < 

.. Pythms, TITAN, 

“ GRYNIUS, &Smmtlieus! ” 

The firft and laft of thcfc appellations are referred by Homer to 
u^poUo ; the fecond and third are terms now tn ufe in the Hibemo- 
Celtic to defignate the fun; — the word the “ dRYNtfi'/ 

Apollo** of Virgil, being the fame word with the crian of 
the Infh*. 

But when the firft modification of the primitive language took 
place, by means of the entrance of the firft of thofc foreigners v>ho 
obtained eftablilhmcnts in the country, and to whom Socrates alludes 
in the paflage of Phto already quoted at p. 158. the adoption of 
new terms in the place of thofc applied to the great objeft of their 

• Shaw's DiSlsonary. Lhuyd, uh fufra Collcft de Reh. Hit —At the 
fame time that we maj rea^ifc ibe/e uords for fragments of that moft ancient lan- 
guage to which wc give the name of Celtic, wc mud proceed with great caution m the 
inferences we nould draw from the dialects of Ireland, Ac on account of the gradual 
modification of thofe dialefls, during a courfc of ages, through the long intcrcourfc of 
the Phoenicians of Africa with the Bntilh iflands General Vallancey has, 'f'lth 
great ingenuity and learning, propofed an interpretation of the famous Punic pafiage m 
Plautus, by means of the Info, as Bochart, Selden, and other learned men, have long 
fince done, by means of the Hebrew Whether his interpretation bcfatisfaidor}, I am 
mcompetent to pronounce , but this we may fafely affirm, that if it is, it makes againd 
the punty of the Info, confidered as a Celtic DialeiS , nhich mufi be corrupt in pro- 
portion to the quantity of Punic that it contains, — the Celtic and Pumc being \ety 

different languages. 
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iuperilitibus worlhip, the sun, occafioncd fuch of iht ifidtgcna or 
a^dx^oviq as remained, to difcnminate between themlelves and thofe 
of their kindred who withdrew from the commerce of the invaders ; 
noting the latter] by the term which they ceafed to employ. For, 
that the fun ms the great objedt of heathen worlhip and fuper- 
ftition, in evtiy age and country, is. (I prefume) a fadt too well 
known to be contended here; as alfo, that many tribes were deno- 
minated from the name they gave to that luminaiy. Whatever was 
the alteration produced in the language of the primitive inhabitants 
of Greece by the firR invaders, their defendants continued always 
to recognife their anceftors in the or titans : 

TITHNES, adeems uyXaa. rtxv»i 

TT^oyevci — — — — OrJ:/j» H. 36 . I. 

** TITANS, illuftrious fons of earth and heav*n, 

“ Our fires* progenitors / ” 

notwithRanding that, in the procefs *of ages, thefe afterwards 
migrated fo far to the'weRward; 

fSee^^a^izxv KEATON amsTjtra^ff es^ija 

c^iysfct TITHNEE, ap eirire^tf to'xcQou^oe 

^utrcvjat — I ■ — Callim, H. in Dei. 172. 

** AgainR the Greeks then lhall a future race 


N N 



ayo ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. [No. Ill 

** Of TITANS, pouring from the utmoji Wcji^ * 

** Raife the barbaric fword and Celtic %var..’* 

When the firft Egyptian coloniRs carried the influence of iheir 
language and religious cufloms into the country called, in after ages, 
Greece, and when that language began, in partial inftances, to 
fupplant (what, in the defedk of a more accurate defignation, I call) 
the original Celtic, it is probable that the words thus introduced 
would, in many cafes, take the place of thofe which they extruded, 
according to the pradtice of the ancient fpeech j that is to fay, ac- 
cording to the genius of the language receiving, rather than of that 
from which they were received Thus, the word pira, lig- 
nifying exclufivcly the fun m Egyptian, and comprehending no 
notion of fire, having entered under the form 9rvf«, 'tvj , in the place 
of the word titan, which emphatically exprefled the jff/y pro- 
perty of the fun, might be abufively employed as cquivajent to it 
in all Its extent 'j'. 


* I conceive that thefe two paffages, compared together, ma\ afford (for the prefent) a 
fummar) reply to the bold podtions of a learned and elaborate w ntcr, who affirms, that 
“ the Titans were Scythians , • — and who aflerts, that “ the Scythians ongtmled m 
“ the Eafl, as the Celts did in the Weft (See A D Jfertation en the G ths, fAc J— 
We learn, on the contrary, from thofe authorities, that the traditionary belief of the 
Greeks was very different , namely, tliat the Titanic family, which they placed at tlio 
head of their genealogy, was no other than that which was eftabliftied, in after ages, on 
the V eftem fide of Europe 

+ It may b5 well in this place to anbcipite a ftifpicion which fomc readers m ghf 
feel inclined to mterpofe, namely, that the Egyptian ■ri n itfclf may be a corrupted form 
of introduced from Greece, with manyother Greek words, fubfcquently to the con 
quefts of Alexander , and to obviate its effeft by obferving, that the word Tft is an 
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IL Now, That the uord 'ruf, pVR, on the other hand, did in 
faB fignify, literally, the fun, at a \ery early period, I am next 
to fhew. 

And the firft evidence which I flnll adduce, though concife, ap- 
pears to me to be ample, and dircd to the prefent purpofe , and in- 
deed, if examined difpaflionatcly and cnticall) , it cannot, I thmh, 
be found to admit of any other interpretation. It is fumilhed by 
Diodorus Siculus, avho has tranfmitted to us many feattered and 
important truths, 4ntcrmixcd with much idle fidlion, cquivo- 
/ cation, and anachronifm , and amongft the number is this un- 
noticed tradition The nhole of tlic obfeure and infulated fadl 
nhich he records, bears a manifeft relation to what has been juft 
now contended, and points to the three appellatiaes of rijav, 
rvp, and ixto;, titan, p\r, and helius, as denominations 
given fucceftlvcly in Greece to the fun —and alfo, to the hoftihiy of 
thofc who maintained the former, with thofe who impofed the 
latter name The fubftance of the intelligence which it furnifhcs 
IS this, that the itord rX«r, helius, fuccceded to that of -n/f, p\ r, 
to denote the fin, did the •iporJ <r(><v>Vf seeenp, to that of fcrvij, 
iviKfrE, \o ^igrrAy ‘duiviM/ft T'rxt^ Tn-c Vrn> ivurdrs— 
ya^ UTTO 7UV etvdpj'^uv *HAION fttv, to HPOTEpON ty ITTP Upev 

ancient appropriate dcnominauon of ////iw m Eg)pt, compounded of the ngj-pt artcic 
T and pi, /ol Of the incorporation of the article in Greek «ord3 derived from tlie 
Egjptian, wc have frequent examples, which bear evidence to an ancient Egyptian in 
fluence , juft in the fame manner as the incorporation of the article rl in numerous 
words of the Spanifti Vocabulary, exhibit a proof of the undtruablc influence of the 
Arabic in that language 


N N 2 
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KAAOTMENON, SEAHNHN 3 e ti}v MHNHN nPOSArOPETO- 
MENHN * — That what in heaven was lefire called the facrcd pyr, 
“ fliould be thenceforth denominated HELius , and what was 

MENE, fliould be denominated seeene.” Here the terms of 
Diodorus pofitively defign true, and not metaphorical defignations, 
as the -0 -TT^^i^oj KaXai^evov teftifies , and with this fadt the hiflorian 
has implicated fome obfcure veftiges of the traditionary hiftory of 
Titan The information comes to us, therefore, under the fidtionof 
a prophecy, which fuppofes two fidls the firft, that at the period of 
the predidlion the words cruf and pyr and mene, were adlually 
proper appellatives for the fun and moon, the fecond, that at a fub- 
fequent period thefe words fhould be fuperceded in their refpedtivc 
functions, by the words * and iielius and selene. 

In refpedt of the previous wfe of the terms pyr and mene, 
(whofe fortunes are here made parallel) we know that the latter was 
long retained by the poets to exprefs the moon , and with a \ariation 
m Its termination — MHN, MEN,— it became the common term for 
a months or the time meafured by a lunar revolution : MHNH2 

iXiiTtrm kvkXov, — "Time, who rolls forward the circle of mene, or the 
" moon The late introdudlion of the word selene, together 
with the events attending it, are, I fufpedt, alluded to in the name 
PRQ-SELENOi, afllimed by the inhabitants of Arcadia to commemo- 
nte the high antiquity of their ellabhfliment in the PelOponnefus, 

• Plato, in Tim p 39, B feems to fpeak of the name »f as of late adoption 

« S »{ If in Vfii ■yni itvrtfd nir <Jw, e NTN KEKAHKAMEN HAIOK 

" God kindled the light to yrhich we /une new £ivfn /if name ef jn the fecond 
“ revolution from the earth ’ 
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and their feniority to the revolution in queftion *. But, in regard 
to the word -jrwf, pyr, — it does not appear that this word maintained 
an equal authority among the poets; perhaps, on account of the 
equivocation to which it was liable, and which obtained a more 
ready acceptation to the word helius. Some veftiges, however, 
of what Diodorus commemorates, are flill difcemiblc, and, among 
other inflances, in the opening of the Orphic hymn to pan, which 
term is to be underftood in the fenfe of to riav, or the univerfe. 

IIANA x^ecTt^ov vefii07f xoT^oio te STMIIAN', 

OTPANON, ijJe OAAAXSAN, i?£ X0ONA uritfL jGatriXhap, 

3 ^ IITP a.^etv0iToy‘ to. is yet^ MEAH t« HANOS. 

** I invoke the universe, the aggregate of the world, 

** The Heaven and the Sea, the all-ruling Earth, 

And the immortal Son, (pyr) for thefe are members of 
** the whole.” 

And the poet refumes this particular enumeration from verfe 13 to 
18, the laft line of which appears to fix the fenfe of pyr according 
to the preceoVng expoiffibn. lY* fAe word' mene mainfameo’ 

• Thole, on the other hand, who •were votaries of Selene, feem to have treated 
the worihipers of Mene with the utmoA arrogance. 

— i ■ - — ■ • — ii » ■ ■ « — ' 

•Samisi xXn^tf^ir, Tf Mrin*. Orfh,frag,lt, 

Whom the immortals call Selene, but the inhabitants of earth call MeneJ’ 


This manner of dlAingui/hlng between names is common in the Edda. 
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n more durable authority among the poets than that of pyr^ this latter 
^Tord, on the other hand, preferved its genuine and primitive fig- 
nihcation unimpaired amongft the mojl ajicient philofophers of 
Greece, as we fliall prefently dilcover. 

Such, then, is the import of the communication received from 
Diodonis ; and which cannot mean any thing, if it does not mean 
that the fun WAsanaently called pyr, and the moon called mene, by 
that people, which afterwards employed the w ord helius to denote 
the former, and selene to defignate the latter. From whence it 
w'lll appear, that the word helius^ ^Xiof, which we Inozv fucceeded 
remotely to that of titan^ fucceeded immediately to that of 

pyr, ffyj, 

A teftimony, feeble and indiftlndl perhaps in itfelf, but by no means 
inefficient when compared with the above tradition in Diodorus, and 
with the total of the argument, occurs in Phavorinus, who interprets 
TITAN, — c; aWriyo^ssjeci tig tov*HA10'N. And jjXic?,— HTP 

a^uvicv. And again, — H4>AISTOr— ext Je to HYP, sraja rm h o 
'HAIOZ. The tradition that Bacchus was generated by wvf, pyr, 
from w'hencehe is fometimes called ^ Pyrogenes, may 

be interpreted in the ancient fenfe here aferibed to the w’ord, and 
with the fame import as the Heliades, from Helius. 

For Diodorus, in his Fifth Book, reducing the allegory of Bacchus 
to its natural meaning, informs us, that the firft grapes figured in 
the perfon of Bacchus, w’cre the fpontaneous produdlion of natural 


iix nvros Phurnutus, de Nat. Dcor. p. 82 . — Died. See. 1. iii. 
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agencies 5 the principal of which, as appears from his Fiift Book, c. 
II. was ever held to be the Sun. “ Solem, cui debemus — quod 
“ annum curfufuo temperet, et corpora alit; fata evocaty perco'^uit 
fruBtis.*'’* And Eufebius, 0 *HAIOE cnre^iiatvsit Xsyejui tijv <po<riv.‘\' 
So Macrobiusj “Sol quoque ipfe, dc quo vitam omnia mutuantur.” 
And Plutarch, in the laft fentencc of his difcourfc concerning Ifis 
and Ofiris, fays : “ it was with great propriety that the Egyptians 
“ offered refin and, myrrh to the -fun, fince it was from him that 
** they derived tbeir 6irth.** us ap *HAIOT Tr,v PENESIN f* 

But the lafl: evidence that I fhall produce is conclufive, and muft, 
I think, remove any doubt upon the fubjed ; — it refpcds the moft 
important fad in the ancient hiftory of the fcience of aflronomy. 

• Seneca, Je Btntf, 1. vii. c. 31. 
i Apud Jablonl).! PanfL Jiijpt. 1. Ii. p. 287. 

X In Stm. Sdp. 1 . 1. c. 6. 


[To be concluded in the next l^umberJ\ 
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Jasb.. f . 


^ ^ bXwiXxe 

^ ^gt aT ^ 

« 

yaU. 

sdU«j& LT 

I^Uuilfi t.»agMa^ tSi aT ii£^^ 

(_)l3 ^ y,I 

( >^<X^Lw Ij t->j39 (5>Ix~ls 

l/S. Jsl* tfl *-^ 

lib <y* ty»,> jr* 

,,\jUj *=“ IjJLa:^ ji 

xiUa o*>- ‘^ff 

<N>b^ C^lw o^ ^ i-jjix* 
CaI^Lm ji lsa{s>jXm jjis 
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Perfian Ode of Hafiz — Tranflated by 
William Ooseley, Efq. 


IT is a feftival, and the feafon of the rofe ; boy, bring; wine. — 
Who ever faw, in the time of the rofe, a cup placed down 
without wine ? 

My heart ihrinks from the malicious hypocrily of affeifted tem- 
perance : pour out the wine, boy, that my heart may be ex- 
panded. 

Him, who yefterday preached ferious advice to lovers, I this day 
beheld drunk, and his piety and folemnity given to the 
wind. 

For thefe two or three days to come, plunder the rofes I and if you 
are a lover, feck the delights of love in revelling with beau- 
tiful damfels. 

The rofe is now departed I but why, my companions, do you fit 


o o . 
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languid and inanimate without the found of the tabour and 
flute *, without a miftrefs and a flaflc of wine. 

Yon know how the morning draught delights us in our fcafl, when 
the xoly cheek of the cup-bearer is reficdled in the wine. 

O minftrel 1 when you begin to play, if you accompany the inrtru- 
ment with your voice, fing this fragment of the poetry of 
Hafiz at the banquet of the prince.' 

• According to fome MSS. ^^r.- ^ “ without the melody of the 

harp ftrings," 


Oyirvations on the Perjian Lajiguage, with an 
Anjwer to the Qnery in No. II. p. 192 , on the 
Jbllowing PqPfage Virgil, OEnotrii coluero 
Viri — By the Rev. B. Gerrans, Teacher of 
the Oriental Languages, &c. 

HOWEVER the literati of Europe have 'difagreed in fome 
refpeds, they have till very lately been in this particular unanimous: 
that the ancient language of Perfia was totally different from the 
modem, that the former is either entirely loft, or that what remains 
of it in the latter muff be unintelligible to the people of the prefent 
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times. On this account, many laborious gentlemen, who have with 
much time and pains acquired a knowledge of Hebrew and Arabic, 
have neglefted to apply themfcjvcs to the Perhan, from a fuppofition 
that it could not afford any intelligence worthy of their purfuit ; but 
if we examine the reafons on which they ground their erroneous 
opinions, we (hall find them creeled on falfe principles, and efta- 
blilhed by mifbken reprefentations received from illiterate modem 
travellers, who have confounded it with the Malabaric, Nagrec, 
Moorifh, or fome other jargon of Hindoftaun. Others have con- 
cluded it to be a corrupted Arabic, for no other reafon but becaufc 
after the Mahommedan conqueft they adopted the Arabian charadler, 
without confidering that what has happened to tlie Perfian has be- 
fore happened to the Hebrew ; which is, in fa(ft, now written and 
printed in the Chaldean letter ufed by the Jews lince their return 
from the laft captivity, and bears no more rcfemblance to the Sama- 
ritan or Mofaic letter, than the Palmyrene Syriac does to the Ice- 
landic, or the Italian to the Celtic : greater changes have taken place 
among the Arabians according to the fancy of different feribes ; and 
the fame may be faid of the Englifh, the inhabitants of which 
country having, inflead of the old black letter, adopted the Roman, 
becauie handlbmer and much eafier to be written. There are others, 
again, weak enough to believe that the prefent language of all India 
is nothing more than a barbarous farrago of words, principally in- 
troduced by the Dutch, Potugueze, and Englifh fettlers. 

Though it will be no eafy matter to remove all thofe mifconceived 
prejudices, I fhall (as it is my* particular province) maintain, that 
the Perfian is the moft deferiptive, copious, and regular language in 


0 0 2 
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the world ; the verbs (the principal part of fpeech m any language) 
are in this refpedl unrivalled, the infinitives of all ending m the fame 
letter, (nun,) the third perfon fingular of the perfedl tenfe m 
a (dal,) the noun fubftantive, like our own, void of termination, 
and the plural number diftinguifhed by the addition of (an,) or 
U (ha,) to the fingular; the companfon of adjedlives is made by 
the addition of jS (ter) to the pofitivc, and (tercn) to the fuper- 
lative; and even thofe which in Englifli, Latin, Greek, and moft 
other languages, arc extremely irregular, are in this great commercial 
living language of Afia reconcileablc to the common flandard. Its 
regularity can be only equalled by its antiquity, for no hilloiy extant 
can trace the Perfic, Arabic, or Hebrew, to their original fourcct 
what the pfalmifi faid of the heavenly bodies, may be here applied, 
** their found is gone out into all lands, and their words into the 
“ ends of the earth,” becaufc the remains of all three, but more 
cfpecially the Perfian, are to be found m moll: Afiatic, as well as 
European tongues . as it was in the time of the kings of Ifrael, or 
in the days of Abraham and, perhaps, of Noah, fo it is atprefent, 
with the additional recommendation of being enriched by the liberal 
mlrodudlion of Arabic words, and being more convenient by the 
adoption of a plainer character. Among innumerable wofds purely 
Perfian, which have been always ufed in common both by the an- 
cient and modern inhabitants, there are two to be met with more 
frequently than others , the firft of which is, (^IX« (Ilaun :) to efta- 
blifli this by hiftonc proof, I Ihall produce one mftance, among 
many, from Holy Writ : — ^When pious Hezekiah had removed the 
high places, broken the images, and cut down the groves, he after- 
wards brake m pieces the brazen ferpent that Mofes had made, 
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bccau/e the Ifraelites burnt incenfe to it, and he called it 
Nchhuflitan s which word cannot be imdcrftood by the Hebrew or 
Arabian ftudent, becaufe though the one part is Hebrew, the other 
is pure Perfian, and means nothing more or lefs than a Ration* or 
place infefted with ferpents; and exadlly correfponds with its 
modem acceptation in Neganftaun, a Ration or gallery of pi^ures j 
CabariRa^un,'a Ration of graves orcemetry; HindooRaun, the Ration 
or country of the Hindoos^ and GuliRaun, aRation or bed of rofes. 
The next compound is , having or poflefiing, the corrupted re- 
mains of which are evident in a variety of modern languages in 
words ending in ter, der^ dar^ trius^ &c. &c. ; and the veteran 
OrientaliR may as clearly perceive it in QEnotrii, which, like 
Nchhuflitan, is compounded of both the Hebrew p and Perflan 
jh, the firR part of which is fomewhat difguifed by paRing through 
the Grecian fchool, and pronounced Otv ; which is eafliy accounted 
for by confidcring, that this peoplc-f- had neither jod nor vau in 
their alphabet, and therefore were, and now are, obliged to pro- 
nounce Oiv inRead of as they call |V» Javan, Ion, and the 
country 'JV, Javania, Ionia, and by giving Oiv their own tcrmina- 
nation ©-, -you find the vocable Oii-©-, wine. The next difficulty 
to be removed is that the firR radical i (dal) in the Perfian com- 
pound is fofrened into h (ta,) as the Italians pronounce Mahumefo, 
and the EngliRi, after them, Mahomet, inflead of (Maho- 

• a Kings, chap, xviii. v. 4. ^lX«««,L4 in the Perfian of ihc prefent day has 

the fame fignlficatlon where rhe fame compound is ufed. 

t For the itnpcrfediion of the Greek alphabet fee Rabbi Benjamin’s Travels, 
p. 120, tranflated from the Hebrew by the Editor of the Tooti Nameh, or Tales of 
a Parrot. 
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med,) and, therefore, upon this principle, a Grecian would found 
Oivojvo, Vmifer, the wine bringer or polTelTor, and the 

Romans, after them, would as naturally call him CEnotriis, and 
his defeendmts CEnotni, which means wine polTefTors, inventors, 
or cultivators of vineyards Qinotrus, as we arc informed by- 
Greek and Roman authors, was the fon of Lycaon, who, for his 
barbarity, was transformed into a wolf by Jupiter • fo that, accord- 
ing to their authority, the firft inhabitants of Italy and the neigh- 
bouring countries were wolf-men, or, as the French more properly 
denominate them, Loup-^moux. 

— — Rifum teneatis Amici, 

It IS well known to all unprejudiced readers that the Greeks were 
the corruptors and confounders of ancient hiftory, always pretending 
to more knowledge and greater antiquity than any other nation , and 
when they met with a perfon whofe name they could not pronounce, 
or thought It their interell to fupprefs, they either corrupted it from 
neceflity and alphabetical poverty, or concealed it by naming him 
afrefli, either from feme place from which he was fuppofed to 
come, /him /ome extraonfmary action wfiich his anceitors had per- 
formed, or fome wonderful accomplilhment, or ufeful difcovery, m 
which he excelled his predeceflbrs, and juftly merited the efteem of 
his cotemporanes fo that the real name of the man was often en- 
veloped in as much obfcurity as the Perfepolitan antiquities, or Egyp- 
tian hieroglyphics , of this defcription is the fable of KaJ/fOf, Cad- 
mus, who never adlually exifted, it being a corruption of Dip. 
the Eafl, and by putting the Greek termination you ba\e 
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merely becaufe a tradition informed them that a man from the eaft, 
whofe real name was not known, jfirft introduced letters among 
them. ' , 

What has been /aid of Cadmus may be faid of CEnotrii, 
the pofleflbrs and inventors of wine, and cultivators of vineyards, 
which they learned from their father CEnotrus, ivhich was Noah^ 
who, in all probability, palTed over into Europe about a century after 
the flood, and fpent the laft two hundred years of his life in Italy : 
from whence arofc the fable of Janus, who (vve are told) was the 
only deity that could fee his own back, as I have already ob- 

ferved, is the Hebrew name of wine, to which add the Roman ter- 
mination us, and you have the very word Janus, who was repre- 
fented on ancient coins by a man with two faces on one fide, and a 
Ihip on the other; which two faces can only be applicable to Noah 
and his family, becaufe they only had feen the old world and the 
new, and the flup w’as the vehicle by which he and part of that 
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Recbercbes Jiir les vrais Principes de VEtymo- 
logie, oil le Mecbanifim des Langues developpe 
d’apres VHebreu, qtioti demontre Hre Hierb- 
glyfique et la plus ancienne do toutes les 
Langues. 


OuvRAGE Utile a ceux memc qui n*ont aucune connoiffancc de 
I’Hebreu par le foin qu’on y a pris de repetcr en caradteres communs 
ct vulgaires tous les mots ecrits en H^breu ; ce qui a lieu non feule- 
ment pour les mots qui appaitiennent a cette langue ; mais encore 
pour ceux qui font Chaldeens, Syiiaques, Arabes ou Samaritains 


DES principes ctymologiques prefentcs fous le plus Umple afpedl 
poffible j plufieurs applications de ccs memes principes pour en faire 

• This article was communicated to the Editor as the Profpcflus of a Work, which 
the ingenious author, tlie Abbe Caperan, defigns to pubhth by fubfeription, in one 
large quarto volume, ornamented with an emblematical frontifpiece, an engraved table 
of above thirty ancient alphabets, and a chart illuftrating fcriptural geography, 
Harding, bookfcllcr, N6. g8, Pall-Mall, and Mr. Hatchard, No. 173, Piccadilly, 
will acquaint thofe who wilh to promote this work, with the terms of fubferipuon and 
other particulars. 
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connoitre la marcheetmettre le ledteur a meme de fuivre les etymo- 
logies repandues dans tout le cours dc Touvrage ; les preuves de ces 
memes principes etablies d’aprcs le mechanxfme de EHebreu, con- 
fidere i®. dans fon alphabet, ou Eon affigne d’abord la valeur et 
Tcmploi de chaque lettre, repondant a toutcs les valeurs et modifica- 
tions des divers carailcres fimples ou composes dcs autres langues 
qui en font derivees, quelqucs multiplies qu’ils puiflent etre dans 
leur forme et lenr ufage; enfuite pourquoi telle lettre cn particulier 
s*eft facilement remplacec dans les derives, changement qm doit 
d’autant moins furprendre qu’il fe rencontre dans THebreu. Pour 
le prouver on a pris a tache dc citer fous chaqiie lettre nombre de 
mots ou ces memes permutations ont lieu, fans rien changer a 
Peflence de la chofe fignihee. 

Mots originaux qui, des qu*ils paroiflent font toujoiirs fuivis dc 
quelques derives du Grec, du Latin, cl autres langues connues et 
parlees principalement en Europe. 

2®. Dans Pexamen des lettres de cctte meme langue, classees par 
organe pour cn determiner la nature et afligner la difference qui fc 
rencontre entre elles, leurs divcrfes fonftions dans la maniere de 
peindre les objets ct comment elles font parvenues a'rendre comme 
fenfibles les befoins et meme les diverfes affedtions dont Pame de 
Phomme eft fufceptible. 

C’eft a la fuite de cet examen que Pauteur s*eft vu infenfiblement 
conduit jufqiPaux decouvertes j®. des carafteres hieroglyfiques de la 


p p 
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'langueHebrai'quei les comparaifons etJes rapprochemens qu’il s’efl 
vii oblige de faire de THebreu des Bibles avec le Samaritain et 
I’anden Chaldeen, lui ont fait connoitre la fignificatlon diredte de 
chaquc lettre et I’objet phyfique que chacune d*elles reprefente par fa 
forme et fa nature. 

2 ®. De la langue Hebraique comme eiiftante encore toute entiere 
dans fon premier etat de langage hieroglyfique. Prouve comme 
tel par le grand nombre de mots prelent^s fous ohaque lettre et 
expliques hieroglyfiquement d*apr^ le nom ou une des qualites in- 
trms^ucs de la chofe reprefent^ par chaque caraflere qui s*offre 
dans une racine Hebraique quelconqUe. En efTet ce qui ne laiffe 
aucun doute fur ces decouvcrles, c'eR qu*on ne manque jamais de 
trouver dans trois caradteres hieroglyfiques, la definition de la chofe 
fignifiee, foit qu’elle fe prefente au phyCque ou au figure, foit qu’clle 
convienne aux etres animds ou inanimes. Les effais en font faits 
fur plus dc huit cents mots toujours avec le meme fucces. 

Ces deux decouvcrtes conduifentrauteuraafTigner enfuiteroriginc 
des lettres Grecques et Latincs qu*il prouve etre defccndues des 
alphabets orientaux et principalement du Samaritain rcnverfe. C’eil 
d’apres ce rapport des lettres Latines avec les Orientales qu’il nefait 
nulle difliculte d’aflurer que nos lettres ont encore les valeurs Iiiero- 
glyfiques des anciennes langues, pour rendre la chofe plus fenfible, 
apres avoir afligne une racine Hebraique en particulier comme fource 
premiere, ct rendu raifon des legers changemens que ce mot primitif 
a da fubir en palTant dans nos langues, il prefente fous cette mSme 
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racine les mots Grecs, Latins, Anglois ou Fran9ois, &c. en 
tirent leur origine ct les explique eux-memes hic'roglyfiquement. 
II y joint quclques obfervations fur rorigine des cara( 5 leres du San- 
crit, du Cophte ou Egyptien, du Runiquc, .de TEfclavon, dc 
I’Ethiopien et de I’Armenicn : tels font les matieres qui font Eobjet 
de la premiere partie. 

Mais pour nc rien laifTcr a delircr fur ces decouvertes, il cn fait 
fentir les precieux avantages. Un des principaux cfl de nous fairc 
connoitre que non feulement tout mot cut fa raifon, mais quc les 
terminaifons des mots jouifient aufli de ce privilege. C’eft dans ces 
vucs quc Pauteur a Paide des hieroglyfes et de fes principcs ctymo- 
logiques rend raifon des differentes parties qui compofent la gram* 
maire. II fait fes premiers clTais fiirl’Hebreu ct enfuite il palTc au 
Cbaldan, au Syriaque, au Samaritain ct aPArabe, dc la auxiangucs 
Grecque et Latine ct de cellcs-ci aux langucs, Allemande, Angloifc, 
Efpagnole, Italicnnc, et Fran^oife : par ce moyen Pon a dans 
cette fcconde partie un grammairc prcfquc complette de douze 
langucs ditferentes. En effet on y verra quc les Iileroglyfes y font 
conftamment ientir pourquoi tcllc letlrc a plutot ete employee pour 
fcl article que pour tel autre, dans les noms tcllc figure pour deter- 
miner plutot tel cas que tcl autre, plutot Ic fingulicr quc le plurier, 
dans les verbes plutot la premiere perfonne quc la leconde, plutot Ic 
prefent que Ic futur &c. 

Lc tout eft terminu par Papplication dcs mcmes precedes au 
pfeaume 68 (fuivant les Hebreux.) Non feulement on donne 
p p a 
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I’hieroglyfe de chaque mot qui le compqfc, mais encore dcs derives 
de ces memes mots dans les langues Grecqiie, L.atine, Angloifc, 
Efpagnolc, &C. On y joint la tradudion Latine ct Fran50ife de It 
Vuigate avec fes diiferences du texte Hebreu et dcs notes qui cn 
developpent le fens prophetique dans toute fon ctendue. 


Specimen the Perjian Tales of Inatulla — Lite- 
rally tranjlated by Jonathan Scott, 


OF this work the proper title is (Bahar^dantijh,) the 

Vernal Scafon, the Blooming Spring, or the Garden of Knov;ledge. 
If we may form an opinion from the fuccefs which Colonel Dow’s 
very loofe and inaccurate tranflation, or rather imitation, of part of 
thefe Tales has had both in England and on the continent, a com- 
plete and faithful verfion of them will not only ferve to amufe the 
lovers of ingenious fidtion and romance, but to inftrudl thofe who 
look for fomething more than entertainment. Thefe tales exhibit 
a highly-coloured pidlure of Afiatick manners, difplaying, in par- 
ticular, the fuperftitions and fentiments of the Hindoos. Mr. Scott’s 
tranflation is now in the prefs, and will be comprifed in four vols. 
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duodecimo ; but as he will not print the original Perfian, which 
would fvvell the work to a great extent, and confiderably add to the 
expenfe, a fpecimen of the text is here given, and the MS. from 
which he tranflated it will be lodged in the Britilh Mufeum'*. 
Some few fhort paflages he has purpolely omitted ; they are fuch as, 
however tolerable among the Aliaticks, and frequent among the 
ancient writers of Greece and Rome, would grofsly offend the 
chaftify of an Englifh eye or car. To fatisfy, not« ithffanding, 
the utmoft feverity of criticifm, he has marked in the original Perfian 
MS. thofe paffages, the indelicacy of which has induced him to 
omit them in his tranflation. (Editor. ) 

* Another copy of the BaJiar-danufi may be feen m the Britifh Mufeum, marked 
Plut. xxxvr. B. 5564, Two prefaces occupy as far as the eighth page of this MS, 
where the extract here given will be found. 
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( . ^ VwJjLw. otj t 

iIajJ f ^ f . ^Ula.. 0^J& IsIa^XmI 

( « ^l>>w«aOJA jiIjI C.XM. j f , \ IXm.Ij f . ^ caLm ^Ul^i aT 

CL)^^ i)ij*{^ «ll2fcLM. «-oLi# 

tfL Ck*^ AjLi tfiUsl »IXiU j! aX^L. jy^ ^^^U.w..t.w CJ.>a« jyt 3 

b^Lj Cii'-'Vi '^j!^ 3 r » ia < j3^ 3 y ^UfeX-l 

j jA *j 3 yi i^XS tjy*\ aLoJ! aUs^ aX>I.UC>{ {J^ *jy^ 

fb^ *^ iJUjIjLXaLl ^Uj Mj£s ^Cw^A (j~JL~« ,Xl*A.«J 

jj jU iSjA (jjLo JUSl _j oaIa l^IaZaI aio^ y b*V 

iaLjj (pJlX*»l 



ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 


I797’] 


^91 


Bahar-D ANUSH : or Garden of Kbowledge. 


The decipherers of the Talifmans of the Treafures of Myftery, 
and acquainted with the paths of the recefTes of fecrecy, having 
explored this lately-difcovered manufeript in the records of ancient 
time, have thus imprefled it on the pages of narration. 

In days of yore, there reigned in the extenfive and populous em- 
pire of Hindooftan, emblematic of Paradife, a fovereign who, like 
the imiverfe-illuming fun, comprifed the world within the beams 
of his dominion ; and who, by the rays of the lamp of his im- 
partial juftice, enlightened the gloom of the earth. From the 
fuperiority of his afpiring genius, he placed the foot of contempt 
on the heads of the bears * ** j and, from confeious pride in his oum 
power and dignity, regarded contemporary monarchs as grovelling 
in the caves of non-exiftence. The azure Ikies •j' wore the ring of 
fubjedlion to his power, and the twins J bore upon their fhoulders 
the badge of fubmiflion to his authority. Time had refigned to 
the check of his guidance the reins of diredlion over the mottled 
and wild-pacing fteeds of viciflitude ; and fuccefs, like an approach- 
ing flave, bowed the forehead of humility at his threftiold. 

* The conftellation fo called. 

t That is, roitune. Ear-rings in the Eaft are worn by flaves as marks of fervitude. 

J The conflellations fo called, - 
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wLim( ^ 

’^! Ja jA o»NjUj 

i!a^4w ^jCxo (XZj U 

jjiAjA^ aT ^«-i< ( , ^ IxiWitA M , A 

ju£i CkmIiXj faViL^j a1^ c>^ ^wU»- (jrX^LTtXj) j 

^A^ jucjIa {jnUX!! I , ^V>xa^W «1X«JcsL^a ^ ^ brl*^ 

(^UUI (j4<m Ajl>1 U SA^^^J cXml^^A wl. 'y UtJ kXL« ^ 
ly J i « ^l^lsA ^ (5i^ (*^ OIaLL< f , ^LwJ^A 

t/-2.A^ AiU.VS ^ ywUU aXatJ ^ 

^ ****'^^ cAs’.^Ju^ OaUot 

4\1^ uAsI ^ ( , > M’r^ ^ 

tl^lw 1) (Ju^V^ «Xm1 I . ^l*i«».y» C^Lm sa^o^ £>^ 

•i’l^ jj tJ^i^ .> jjjt j1 oU.aU 
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' ' ' » ^ 

^ ' , 'VERSE. 

“ All the objects of dominion were in his pofleflion ; and there rc- 
** mained not aught for his mind to covet. 

“ Fortune in his. train was bound with the girdle of Orion; and 
** victory was the llrong belt of his fabre.“ 

However, in the chamber of his profperily there was not a lamp, 
fo that the reccfs of hope might be illumed by the rays of its bright- 
nefs ; and the tree of his being had no fruit that could give the 
relilh of enjoyment to the taile of life : on which account he was 
conftantly fad and lonely, like a dot in the circle of regret. Daily 
did he.entreat the fupplications of the pure-minded piafters of the 
heart, and nightly make requeft in prayer at the throne of the 
Beftower, who looks not for recompence. At length, under the 
aufpic6s of the favourable afpirations of the religious, their midnight 
petitions and early devotions, — after long anxiety and impatient 
wiihes, — the rofe-bulh of hope put forth a bloffom, and the tree 
of expectation, bore fruit. The gloom of his condition was 
brightened by the lamp of profperity, and the night of fufpenfe was 
fucceeded by the dawn of fuccels. The fun of empire, with a 
thoufand world-fubduing fplendours, and globe-pervading brilliance, 
’ having appeared from the horizon of birth, enlightened the expanfe 
of his father*s expectations, and the till-now dark chamber of the 
hopes *of mortals. * 

The emperor having proftrated the forehead of humility on the 
duft of thankfgiving, in grateful fenfe of this mvaluable blefling 
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j *jlyi j A«U*y (j«U« ^ »-o|^ Clm 

jU j j (^UjXU j CXsiU 


^ Jjt-O ^ i kImw 
0<^Xj 4>m^ .sU.*=» 


g*!^ 

Ij ( J.^J S ^ y * i t^***^^ ^ 

-wwj y ”'^'T‘, tXA^JalxM A>1d ^ 1 ** *‘'~*i 

Jw. J*jlt JJJj Ajii jUT ^ j 

^JaJJ^J lyiki gills 4pOai ^ «X*JdlAw O^U^9 wI^aTJ jll&V<|^ ^^Uwt ,^1 (J*^ 

(jaXj i^-SjLy ^ «>Ja>*i 

c.l5jl «^L»^ i^A^iii^ CL)>t^ j S**^^ ^ •sSiyy 
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and inftance of divine favour, offered up prayers and praifes at the 
throne of mercy,; and to evince hjs joy at^fuqh a bounty, shaving 
fet wide the ‘doors of his treafury, enricEed the world by^his gifts and 
largefs, and delivered the friendleft and^necellitous from want and 
dependance, by his liberality and-munificence. 

I 

VERSE. 

“ The fultan, from affe^lion for his happy-ftarred fon, opened the 
gates of his treafury, and fat in ftate on his throne. 

** He gave a loofe to joy. after long anxiety and fulpenfe, and 
bellowed munificent gifts on, every petitioner.** 

This pearl of the fea of dignity, and high fortune was, in an 
aufpicious inllant, diftinguiffied by the glorious title of Jehaundar 
Sultan * ; and a virtuous nurfe of \vakeful liar cjfalted by the charge 
of fuch a brilliant gem., _ - v- 

When four years and four months had palled in the cradle of 
profperity, and on the bofom'of' his^noble nurfe, agreeably to the 
rules of Iflaam -f*, he was entrufted to_ a'Celebrated tutor for educa- 
tion; and experienced fuperintendants, and wifdom-Ioving iervanfs, 
were appointed to direft aright his ingenuous difpofitions ; fo that 
he might occupy his gracious time in Iludying the arts of govern- 
ment, learning the arcana of dominion and policy, and make him- 
felf mailer of the ceremonials of royalty and inftitutes of command, 

i 

• Ruler of the world. i The Mahummedan faith. 
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Perjia7i Ode from the Divan (f Anvari. 


r/i igt 

*t*" 3 j3J ^ ^ ts^ 

C«4f 4>MM AA«^ 

f j' tl-* 

jkgMiMijcy ji^ 

Cl^W ^ WwwA jt A& 


Prom file Divan of Senai *. 

* rtUJ J* 


P (?jy *r tsj^ 

pOoa 

tfl> iyf { m \»afc 

1 )*)^ uW®" y>^ 

^th <?U5jU 

OIa^ 1JM.S9 

• Tb"* poet muft not be confounded with the celebrated « li« (►•*5^ (Halim Smat,) 
from a copy of whofc admirable work, (Hadikeh), in pofTcfllon of the 

fome wtraftj ftiaU be pven in the future numbers of thefe CoUe£i'jons. 



(*f ffi// 1?// 
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Mifcellatieotts Plate. 


FIG, I. Seal, afBxed to a letter, written, as appears from an 
Englifti note, in Gentou by a Dabapj on the Coromondal Coajl^ about 
the year 1690 — In ponefllon of the Editor (enlarged one half.) 

Fig. 2. The Net (^) or reed, from the Perfian MS. intitled 
^jaieb al 'Makhloucat, or Wonders of Creation, preferved in the 
Britiih Mufcum, (No. 5603, Plut. xxxiv. B.) ^ome account of 
this very curious Work ha> been given m Ko. II. of thefe Collec- 
tions, p. 131. It is to be found jn the Libraries of Oxford and 
Cambridge ; two very fine copies arc in pofTeflion of the Editor, and 
one fnoft beautiful belongs to the College Library at Eton. 

Fig. 3. The Bulbul, (y^) from the fame MS. this will be 
found to correfpond with the reprefentations of the Indian Bulbul, 
given in No, I, p. ly and 16, By a letter to the Editor from his 
late amiable and lamented friend, Thomas'Pennant,“Erqj_^it appears 
that the Bulbul, according’to that moll learned naturalift,jis of the 
Shrike fpecies. ^ . , - * , ' 

t ‘ ' ■ ' C ^ ' 

Fig. 4. Ancient Anibick Inicription on a^flone, (i^feet 9 inches 
by I foot 10 inches) preferved in the Britifh Mufe^m^r^the charac- 
ters are in relief, but very much defaced. 
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Queries, Anjluers, Notices, &c. 


A Correspondent wifhes to be informed whether M. Petis 
^e la Croix, the ingenious tranflator of the Perfian Tales, fo well 
known by the title of L^s mtUe et un Joury has any authority for 
ilTerting that they were taken from fome Indian Dramas which, he 
fays, have been tranflated into all the Oriental languages, and of 
'* which aTurkifh verfion is preferved in the Bibliotheque du Roi, 
“ intitled Alfaro^e i>ad al Schidda*,** 6cc, 


ExtraSi of a Letter fiom General Vallancey to the Editor. 

' In anfwcr to your correfpondent Grceculus "b, on the word 
•amav, the Sun, in Lycophron’s very obfeure poem Caflandra, which 
Canterus and others fuppofc was a Perfian name of that planet, laiti 
of opinion there can be no doubt of its Egyptian origin. ®PH, pre 
or pbrey a word Martianus Capella, in his hymn to the fun, tells us, 

• Vide Preface to the Edition of ** Lcs niillc et un Jour,” in 5 vol. 1 6mo--^ 
Amfterdara, 17 ii. 

t Vide No. I, p. go. 
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^vas exprefled in three letters, making up 'the number 608. 
Nuptiis PhilologicD, p, 43. 


-399 

(De 


'Salve vera Deum fades, vultufque patemae 
Ofto et fexcentis numeris, cui litera trina 
Conformat facrum nomen, cognomen et omen. 


O - - - - 500 

p _ - - , 100 

h: - - - - 8 

608 


But thefe Coptic numerals not correfponding with thofc of the 
Greeks, they formed the word THI, as an enigmatical name of the 
fun, , from their numerals : 

T - - - - 400 

H - - - - 8 

2 - - - - 200 

See Heiych. at the word Bacchus, Sol. T^V, Bacchi epith. apud 
Afiftoph.— See aHo Pr, Grandis ad iTl. vir. Balzac, and Geb. Hift. 
Calend. p. 548. 


The following explanation of the Arabick gem, (of whicli an 
engraving has been given in the Mifcellaneous Plate, No. I. p. 86, 
fig. 5.) was communicated by Jonathan Scott, Efq, who is of 
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opinion that the ftone muft have been the fcal-ring of a Mufulman 
of diflindion. 


Ta Cauzi al Hujjaut : Ta Katiji al Mohimmaut. 

“ O difpcnfer of benefits, (fulfiUer of our wants) O promoter of 
our affairs ! ** 


In confequence of the great cxpenfe, the difficulty and delay, in pro- 
curing from Calcutta the fucceflive Volumes of Afiatick Re/earcbet, it 
has been propofed to the Editor of the Oriental Colledlions to republifh 
here that mofl valuable work, with fuch additions and notes as his own 
obfervation has fuggefted, and his ftocLof Arabick and Perfian MSS. 
(near 400 vols.) has fupplied. With thefe it is defigned to give the 
remarks of many ingenious gentlemen, i-efident here and in India, (fome 
of whom are members of the Afiatick Society) communicated to the 
Editor, as well as the criticifras and emendations of German Orien- 
talifis. Notwithfianding thefe additions, and that it is propofed to' 
print this work^ith the utmofi accuracy, and on good paper, the 
price will be comparatively fmall. The particulars will be fpcedily 
announced in a publick advertifement. 
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On the Oriental Emigration of the ancient Inha- 
hitants of ^Britain and Ireland— -By General 
C. Vallancey, L. L. D. F. R. S. M. R. I. A. 
( Communicated in a Letter to the Editor.) 

THE deeper our learned countrynxen dig in the rich mine of 
Brahmanical hiflory, the Rrongcr appears the proof of the ancient 
hiftory of Ireland,— ^that the original inhabitants were, as they ftlled 
themfelves, Aiteac Coti or C«//, the ancient Cuthi^ 'Palis^ or fliep- 
herds of the banks of the Soor or Indus, who, coloniling with the 
Tuatha-'Dcian or Chaldaans of Dedan, formed that body of Pbee^ 
nicians which at length fettled in thele weftem iflands. They were 
called by the Greeks Indo-Scutba, a’ name which, as Mr. Wilford 
obferves, had no relation whatever to Scythia. 

From thefe (harufpex,) or, as Symmachus and Hiero- 

nymous write the word ©ya/, i. e. BabyJonii harulpices, (quod nos 
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vcrtimus in Ilcbrico |'“ 1 U (Gazirim) fays Docbart.) were formed 
tlic P.igan IriHi clergy, named Seanoir or wife men, Pers. Zinir, 
I^'nonimous to wlifcli is Draoi^ Arab (Dfri,) Pers. Daru^ a 
wife man, whence the Englifli DruU, 

That Ttialbj in Irilli has tlic fame fignification with the Cluldcc 
NO'J cannot be doubted, for we find thefe lines in Colgan’s collec- 
tion of the life of St. Patrick : 

TualLi Heren taircantats 
Dei mcfcai Jithlaitb nuo. 

Thus latinized by him : 

VaUi Jiibemiee vatsdnihantur 
AdveiUurum wnpus pacts novum. 

I'liat thefe Tuatha Dedart brought with them the ufe of letters has 
been demonllratcd by me, in a former work, by quotations from 
ancient MSS. of the Metempfyehojis^ a doiflrine which could not ha\c 
been allowed fince Chriftianity was cftabliflicd in this ifland; by 
Pbxnician infcriptions on a golden patera, difeovered in the bogs j 
by a mixture of the CbaJdeart charadlcrs with the Irifii in MSS. j 
and, laftly, by a law in my pofieflion for the puniflimcnt of Healing 
the facred fire of Balus, or of w'ar beacons. 

Thefe MSS. arc in fragments : much care had been taken by the 
firft Chriftian miflionarics to delbroy them. The Danes and Nor- 
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mans not only burnt many* but many were carried of? by tlicm ; 
and it is faid, that in the clofet of Tycho Brahe, at Copenhagen, are 
ftill feveral^aflronomical books in Iriflu* Comac^ King of Ivlunftcr 
and Archbilhop of Caflicl, in the tenth century, began to collcdl 
thefe fragnients, rebuking Iiis countrymen with Impntdens gens 
Hibernorum^ reruns fuariim ohliuifcens ; tsBa eorinn quaji inaudita 
funs. Yet very little remains of Cormac*s compilation*, except his 
Glojfaryt to which we arc highly indebted for feveral valuable frag- 
ments of the Drusdical Mythology^ in which we iliall find much of 
the Brahmanical ; for -example, under the word Tiogb-Abu or 
children of the fun, he fays, agus as gemtber Arutbn (read Arun, 
the /i& being an hiatus) ria Jin n*gretn ifin Metddin — i. c. “ And he 

begat Arun, the forerunner of the fun, in the morning.” This 
is evidently the Arun of the Brahmans, the charioteer of the Sun : 
•* Could Arun difpcl the fliades of night, if the deity with a thoufand 
“ beams had not placed him before the car of day ? ” (Sacontal4.) 

In Scythia, fays Sir William Jones, (Dife. v.) we meet with no 
traces of Indian rites and fuperflition, or of that pbetical mythology 
with which the Sanferit poems are decorated. In the Irifh hiliory 
we find Mogh Nuadbas, Airgioi lamb, or the Magus of the new 
covenant, Golden band, that is, ZarduR, at the head of a lift of 
Mahas, we]l 'known in India, viz. Budb, Seaca, and Paramon, the 
anceftor of the Brahmans. ** Paufanias nous dit, que Mercure, le 
** meme que Budda,\in des fondatcurs de la dodlrinc des Paramenes 
** ou Brames, eft appelle Parammond* (Gebelin Hift. du Calend. 
Pref. p. 14 O 
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A concurrence of evidences, where there could be no previous 
communication, ellablllhcs fuch material fadls, as, in my humble 
opinion, muft be decifive at the bar of criticifm. 

Dr. Prieftly, in his Difeourfes relating to the Evidences oL Re- 
vealed Religion, a vol, Philadelphia, 1797, fays, “ I have intro- 
“ troduced feme curious particulars in the former volumes, in con- 
“ firmation of the Mofaic hiftory, from the third vol. of Afiatic 
“ Refearchesj and having perufed Sir Lawrence Parfon’s Defence 
“ of the ancient Hifory of Ireland [by. Col. Vallancey,) it appears 

to me exceedingly probable, that fome of the inhabitants of 
** Ireland were a colony from the northern parts of Phoenicia: the 

work is well deferving of attention.” * 

May all our labours tend to confirm the writings of the infpired 
pen-man; never did the times fo much require the exertions ^of. 
every good ChriRian. 

With the Tuatha Chaldeans, came that knowledge in aftronomy, 
the ancient Irilh have been remarkable for. The Druidical mytho- 
logy is fo blended with the aftronomy, they muft go hand-in-hand 
in the explanation of either, in which we fhall find much of the 
Brahmanical. 

I believe it is peculiar to the Brahmans, the Chaldceans, 'the old 
Arabians, and the Druids of Ireland, to place the Pole Star in the 


Vindicatidn of the ancient Hiftoij of Ireland. Dublin, 1786. 
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tail of the Dragon, Drag-bod^ (the Dragon*s tail) the polar ftar. 
(Inlh D 16 I. of Lh^vyd, O'Brien, Sha.\v.) 

This dragon of the North Pole is the Sifumara of the Brahmans, 
and the Mena or Mina Mara of the Irilh and of the Malay^s. We 
find much of the Sanfcrit and Infli in the Malays. 

“ As a fpecimen of that fabling and allegorifing fpirit, (fays Sir 
W. Jones,) which ever has induced the Brahmans to difguife their 
whole lyfiem of hiftory, philofophy, and religion, I produce a pafTage 
from the Bhagavatt which, however ftrange and ridiculous, is very 
curious in itfelf, and clofely conne<5led w’lth the fubjedi of this.eflay: 
It IS taken from the fifth Scandba, which is written in modulated 
profe, ** There are fome (fays the Indian author,) who, for the 
** purpofe of meditating mtenfely on the holy fon of Vajiidcva, 
imagine yon celefiial fphere to reprefent the figure of that aqua- 
** tick animal which we call Sifumara: its head being turned down- 
** wards, and its body bent m a circle, they conceive Dhruva^ or 
“ the pole ftar*, to be fixed on the point of the tail. On the 
“ middle part of the tail they fee four liars, Prejapati, Agni^ Indra 
Dberma; and on its bafe two others, Dhatri and Vtdhatri. On 
“ Its rump are the Septarjbts, or the feven liars of dtitSacata or 
“ waind*,*^ &c. Ac. “ It is neceflary to remark, fays Sir William, 
that, although Sifumara be generally defcribed as the fea-hog orpor- 

• Dhruva fignifies a wzin , in Inlh Diabh (read Drar) 1$ a wain, a.*jd 2.*rthr- 
name for pole ftnr , fo arc A, and dis 

t In Infli Sfacota, a •warn 
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poife, which arc frequently feen playing in the Ganges, yet Sufmar, 
which feems derived from the Sanferit, means in Perfian a large 
lizard. The paffage juft exhibited may, neverthelefs, relate to an 
animal of the cetaceous order, and poftibly the dolphin of the 
ancients.” 

Men, Mena, and Mina, in Irifli and Malays, fignify a ccii&ij/tf; 
hence Men-mara, the Tea whale, is fynonimoiis to Sifumara. But 
Sifa in Sanferit is a ferpent, as we find by a tranflation of a Sanferit 
mfcnption by Mr. Wilkins: ** thou art he that refteth upon the 
“ face of the milky ocean, and who lyeth upon the ferpent 
“ Sifa ! ” 

Drag, a dragon, is derived from ffre; in like manner w/r, 
fire, fignifies a dragon : hence the dniidical heabha^tan, the fiery 
dragon. heabha-Darmut, the altar or blaze of Darmut, the Darma 
Rajah of the Brahmans ; Lcaba^Caili, the altar of Caliee of the 
Brahmans, of which hereafter; Leabah the an"? (Ichah,) flamma, 
of the Chaldeans, and tan is the Chaldee I'jn (tanin,) draco, 
cctus, balena, ferpens, from pjl, tanan, fiimavit, arfit, (Buxtorf ;) 
hence, by a change of 3 into letters commutable in moft, if not 
'in all languages, I tbink ( Leviatan ) i. e. bakna^h'ai I a® 

of opinion Job refers to this fiery dragon or Sifumara, (fo called 
becaufe of the bright conftellations of the Bear and Wain which it 
contained:) “ Canft thou draw out Leviathan with a hook— his 
“ teeth are terrible round about— by his fneezing a light doth 
** fhine — out of his mouth go burning lamps, and Iparks of fire 
** leap out.” (Chap. 41.) 
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The old Arabs trnift have had a knowledge of thefe conftellations, 
as they named the pole liar Zcneki tintiin) the dragon^s 

tail. 

Let us now depidl the Sifumara according to the defcriptions of 
the Brahmans, and infcribe the conftellations of the Wain and the 
Bear^ with the letters of the alphabet of the Chaldeans, as 

given us by Kircber, Durety and others, a plate of which I have 
given in the Fifth Volume of the Colledtanea de Rebus Hjbemicis. 


Here we fee the Foie Star, or Drag-body in the tail of the Levi- 
athan or Sifumara, the lea lerpcnt, and the letter A, which in 
Irifh fignifies a wain. On its rump are the Septarlhis, or feven liars, 
formed by the letters “1, n> A, R, T, which in Irilh fignifies 
a Bear, 



ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. [No. IV. 
poile. ^Kich arc frequently feen pbying in the Ganges, yet Sufrsr, 
which feems derived from the Sanfcrit, means in Perfian a Inge 
lizard. The pdiage juft; exhibited may, nc\*erthelefs, relate to an 
animal of the cetaceous order, and poflibly the dolphin of the 
ancients.”* 


yier.a^ and M/ks, in Irifli and Malays, Cgnify a cri-jL'r; 
hence ^Un-rzsra, the fca whale, is lynonimous Xo Siju 7 r.:ira. But 
Sifa in Sanfcrit is a lerpent, as we find by a tranfiation of a Sanfcrit 
mfcription by Mr. Wilkins ; “ thou art he that refteth upon the 
** face of the milky ocean, and who lycth upon the feipcnt 
“ Sifal” 

a dragon, isdenNed from dr<rj-, fire; in like manner w:, 
fire, fignifies a dragon: hence the druidical Ixahha-tan, the fiery 
dragon. Leabba-Darrzut, the altar or blaze of Darmut, the Darra 
Rajab of the Brahmans j Leala-Cailiy the altar of Callee of the 
Brahmans, of which hereafter; Ltabzzis the (lehahy) flamma, 
of the Chaldeans, and tan is the Chaldee |''jn (tanin,) drj.'5, 
cetus, balena, ferpensy from pn. tanan, fumavit, arCt, (BuXtorf;) 
hence, hy a change of 3 into 1. letters commutable in moft, if not 
in all languages, I think jH’'’!'? (Levjatan) i. c. lahna — And i am 
of opinion Job refers to this fiery dragon or Sifumara, (fo called 
becaufe of the bright conftellations of the Bear and Wain which it 
contained:) ** Canft thou draw out Leviathan vrith a hook—^his 
“ teeth are terrible round about — ^by his (heezing a light doth 
** fliine — out of his mouth go burning lamps, and Iparks of firs 
“ leap out.*’ (Chap. 41.) 
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The old Arabs miift have h^d a knowledge of thefe conftellations, 
as they named the pole ftar Zsneki tintiin) the dragon^s 

tail. 

Let us now depidt the Sifumara according to the defcriptions of 
the Brahmans, and infcribe the conftellations of the Wain and the 
Bear^ with the letters of the alphabet of the Chaldeans, as 

given us by Kircber^ Jaunty and others, a plate of which I have 
given in the Fifth Volume of the Colle(ftanea dc Rebus Hibernicis. 
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In procefs of time this dragon was earned up between the two 
conftellations, and formed the HTD (Nahhas berlh) of the 

Chaldeans and Irifh Druids, and to this job alfo alludes, his hand 
has formed inS — tranflated ferpentem fugacem, which the 

Targum has metaphor. Leviathan. And in this alteration, the 
wain became ^ (^^0 which 

IS written Jiishy the Druids, and fignifics a 'ivain. Hence in the 
Chaldee we find hanh aJJjy tlie Amaxa; but barih in 

Chaldee is tranflated — circa quern volvitur fphrera mundi^ in 
Infli Bam ; and Naes m the Irifli is a Icrperit ; whence the town 
of Naas has two ferpents for fupporters to the arms of the corpo- 
ration. 

In like manner the conftellation Argo appears to me to be of 
Chaldean and Druidical origin. As to the Argonautic expedition 
taking Its name from Argo or Argus ^ I am of opinion with Sir W. 
Jones, the whole was borrowed by the Greeks; for fays he, “that it 
“ neither was according to Herodotus, nor, indeed, could have been 
“ originally Grecian, appears even when ftnpped of its poetical 
“ and fabulous ornaments, extremely difputablc; and I am difpofed 
“ to believe it was an emigration from Africa and Afia, of that ad- 
“ venturous race who had firfl been eftablifhed in Chaldea.** (Supp. 
to Ind.'Chron.) 

Thefe were the Aiteac Cotiy or Tndo-Sculhrc, %vho, according to 
Epiphanius, “ were of that family who, of old, erefled the great 
“ tower called Babel, and who buBt the city of Babylon.’* It is 
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probable they might boaft fo, but it is evident from hillory, thefc 
Indo-Scuthce were only allied with thofe Chaldeans that had fettled 
in Omann. 

There is no derivation in the Greek language for the name of the 
conftellation Argo; fome, fays Hygtnus^ derive it from a Greek 
word fignifying quicknefs ; others from Argus., who, they fay, was 
the inventor, &c. 

Arg in Irifti is a Ihip, fo named from texuit, from the 

weaving of the branches of trees between the ribs, which were 
afterwards covered with HpIV (harka,) or hides, like our Irifti 
Corracs of the prefent day j hence in Chaldee, a ftiip 5 

(arg-lia,) the oars: inftrumenta quibus in navibus utumur, 
fays Dav. de Pomis ; Lia in Irifti is an our, whence Liuch, a row- 
galley. 

In Sanferit Argba is a ftiip. “ One of the Sanferit emblems, 
** (fays Mr. Wilford,) is named Argba, which means a cup, difti, 
“ veftel, in which flowers and fruit are offered to the deities ; but 
this cup or dilh muft always be ftiaped like a or^/^; and 
“ hence Iwara has the title of Argbanatba, or the lord of the boat- 
“ fliapcd veftel j hence we find in the Arabic, Sjs. (Ark,) a fliip- 
man, a mariner.” 

Let the celeftial charadlcrs be applied to the formation of the 
principal ftars in the conftellation of Argo. 
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* 

X 

* 

The firft is the fecond and the third J, i. c. ARG, which 
fignifies a fiiip : the three perpendicular Rars naturally formed the 
Crann or Tram, the mart, in Chaldee and ]"in. malus arbor. 
The bright ftar of the whole groupe not falling into the charader J, 
was naturally diftinguinied by the druidical name Cann Ob, or the 
ftar of the water ; whence the Canobus of Strabo, and the Canoput 
of the Egyptians, who perfonified it, and made it the deity of the 
rivers. In an ancient Oriental Fphemcris in my poflelTton, wherein 
all the old Oriental zodiacs arc deferibed ; w'hcre the Arabic has the 
fhip, the Egyptian corrofponding word is %ns, and 

the name of the genius correrponding is KANwsnrc, which fhews 
the Egyptians originally had Argos: from whence I conclude, with 
Dionyhus Per. that the Indo-Scuthae 

■ ■ — ■ ■ firft view’d 

The ftarry lights, and formed them into fchemes ; 

And fent each wand’ring tribe far off to ftiare 
A different foil and climate. 

huK^ivetvrti, iK\ri^ucravTO St 
MeT^av txttv -jtcvtoxo Lin. 1 1 73. 
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That thefc Indo-Scuthre, as tlic Greeks -called them, •^ycrc the 
Pdlis of India, who migrated to thefe weflern iflands, I am of 
opinion the impartial reader will be convinced, when we find that 
all tlic names given to this people in India arc fynonimous to Coti or 
.Cull, by which the old inhabitants of this ifland were known. 

“ Several tribes from' India and Perfia fettled in Egypt, (fays 
•“ Mr. Wilford.) The firfi and mofl powerful, the or fliep- 
“ herds i Pali is derived from Pala, a herdfman or flicphcrd. In 
“ fome parts of India they arc called Balli and Bhils: in others 
** Cirata ; and towards the Indus there is a tribe called Harita, 
“ They are no\Y confidcrcd as outcafls; but their anceftors are dc- 
feribed as a moft ingenious people, virtuous, brave, and religious, 
** attached to the worfliip of Mahadeva, under ihe’fymbol of the 
“ Linga or Phallus ; fond of commerce, art, and fcicnce, iifing tlie 
“ Paifachi letters, 'wbteh tb^y invented* The hiftory of the Pali 
cannot fail to be interefting, cfpccially as it will be found con^ 
** nedled viith that of Europe, Their villages arc ftill called Palis, 
“ and in general Pali means a village, town, or diflridl of flicp- 
herds. Their language differs, but perhaps not radically, from 
that of other Hindus.” In another place Mr. Wilford deferibes 
their huts to confiff of fevcral poles brought together in a point at 
top, covered with pelts or fkins, whence probably their name. 

Be that as it may, the word Palis certainly fignifies flicep grounds 
in Ireland. Peillis, a hut, made of branches of trees, covered at top 
with the fkins of beafts, anciently ufed in Ireland.- It is the name of 
different places in the county of Corke at this day. O^Brien'i Dipt, 


S S 2 



312 ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. [No. IV. 

The word Palls now in difufe in Ireland, like the word Gban, a 
flock of fliecp, Chald. Gban, grex, oves ; yet they preferve it 
in Ganail, a fhccp-fold. 

In Sanferit Ahir and Heri flgnify a fhepherd ; in Irifli Aora, 
(heera) plur. Aoraith ; in Sanferit Cira is a Ihephcrd ; in Irifli 
Caora, plur. Caoraitb, from Caor, a fliccp, Chald. * 13 , Car, Arab. 
js , Kar, ovis. Hence, I think, the Ij'nonimous names of the Palis, 
viz. Harita and Cirata, as given by Mr. Wilford. 

The Caovits, or Kccrits, appear to have been once a powerful 
people m Ireland, and mafters of the foil; for they continued to 
take poflefTion of any fpot they thought proper down to the lafl 
century. In Harris*s colledfcions, now in the library of the Dublin 
Society, is an order made by the general aflembly of confederate 
catholics at Kilkenny, Nov, 12, 1647, notice: this order 

fets forth, ^ 

“Whereas fcveral perfons of the province of Ulflcr, and other parts 
of this kingdom, with their cattle znd families, go in great multi- 
tudes through feveral parts of the fcveral provinces of this king- 
dom; being, as they allcdge, neceflTitated, for the fafety of their 
lives and fortunes, to leave their former dwellings and habitatibns, 
and where, by their daily ranging, they have yery much prejudiced 
feveral counties, in deflroying the grafs, corn, and other goods of 
the inhabitants there, which has occafioned that feveral counties and 
places are quite deferted and wafted, and theTaid Keyriaghts avoid 
the Contribution'which falls due upon them. It is therefore, for 



ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 


‘797-j 


313 


the future rcdrefs of fuch mifcliicfs, thought fit, that the lord general 
of UJfier, calling to his affifiancc fuch other perfons of the faid 
province as fhall be fit, fliall inquire and find but, and return to the 
fupreme council now to be eflabliflied, the head Keyrtagbts of the 
faid. province of Ulficr, within the feveral provinces of Lcinficr, 
Munfter, and Connaught, and what numbers of cattle each of them 
hath. Upon return whereof, and examination, by the Council, of 
the lands wafied in the fcvcral counties, which are fet for county 
charges only, or which arc wafted and yield no county charges, to 
afllgn unto the faid Keyriaghts, or unto feveral of them together, fo 
much of the w’aftc lands in the feveral provinces for their habitations^ 
and their paying county charges for the fame, as others of the faid 
counties will do, where they arc to refidc, till they may re/urn to 
their former habitations^ and not annoy their neighbours, or any of 
the quarters of the confederate catholics, at iher peril.” 

Printed at Kilkenny, 1647. 


If thefe "Eile (daoritb^y or fhecp-pcople, as they arc termed, had 
not a privilege, time immemorial, of moving from place to place 
with their fticcp and cattle, can it be fuppofed that they would have 
been permitted to lead tliis life to the annoyance of the kingdom, fo 
long after the Englifti law had taken place, and private property 
afeertained, as in the lart century ? They had then became outcafts, 
as Mr. Wilford informs us the Ctratas of India arc at this day. 
The Raidbts and Caorits (Baits and Keiyats) are mentioned in Irifti 


* C5^^1 {Ahale Kuriot,) pcafantiy: hence we have Eilc 0‘CaiTol, Ellc 

O'Garty; &c. the fubjefls or peafinfjy* of O'CarroI, 0‘Garry, 
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hiftory as having formed the main body of the people j the Rails 
were hulbandmen and tillers of the ground, the Kciyats were fiiep. 
herds. In thefe names we recognife the Arabic (Khuirat,) 

lignifying a peafant, and (Raeut.) or fubjeds, as it is tranflatedj 
but without doubt they were the Ryots^ the pcafants or labourers of 
Hindoftan, and the Ciratas or Rahs of the fame country : the word 
Raidht was fometimes written liuta in Irifli, hence in the common 
didionaiies Raiihihoir^ RaigbthoWt a peafant, Ruta^ a tribe of 
people, fubjeds, — all deriving, I believe, from Rath or Ruiby wages. 
From the Arabic Khuirat^ a peafant, probably the Knave at cards 
is named Cureat by the Irifli. I remember to have heard an old 
Iriih n oman drink a health to the Raits and the Keyriats, a toaft Hie 
explained to fignify the tillers of ground and the fliepherds ; that is, 
ftie faid, all the people of Ireland. Many places where thefe Key- 
riats or Palis dwelt in Ireland retain the name of Comora and Cu- 
xnara, from the old Perfic or Pehlavi (Kumra,) a fheep fold. 

In Iriih Ceat or Ceut is a fheep, in Arab )oy (Kut,) a flock of 
flieep ; and hence probably Coti, fhepherds, and Aiteac Coti, an. 
cient fhepherds, a name the old Irifli were known by in their own 
hiflory. Aire fignifles a chief, attention, a lervant, a judge ; it is 
a name to different ranks of nobility, (O'Brien and Shaw’s Did.) 
whence Aire-Coti^ a flicpherd ; and this appears to be the Ara- 
Cotii of Dionyllus : 

* — • — — - To the weft 

The Orit® live, and Aribes : and then 

The Ara^Cotiiy fam’d for Unnen geer. 
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H*t< fisv ^ij^oyrof t-ff/xKtnv ^eX/aiat 

Sl^iTaf Tf AfiCaf re Xtyo^Xectyet^ tA ^ap^uruf, Pciieg. IO95. 

Even in thofe parts of Ireland, particularly in the weft, where the 
Engliih word J7jee/) has been introduced, the name for a lliepherd is 
Jheep-heriy or Jheep-aire,. 

From our Ara-Cotii^ no doubt the Romans had the name of the 
goddefs of fliepherds, viz. Pales. ■ 

Alma Pales, faveas paftoria facra canenti. (Ovid.) 

And from the fettlements of the Palisy or Balis^ the Irifti bailct a 
home, a village, town-land, city, &c. 

Pella was probably one of the Indo-Scythian fettlements near 
Scythopolis — ^jungit Gerafa, Pellaniy & Scythopolim. (Eufeb. 1. 3 . 
c. 5 .) Gopal \n Sanferit is a Ihepherd, in JriJh galoly a Ihepherd, a 
herdfman: gabhal na caora, fold the fhcep; gabhal na mbo, fold the 
COWS; whtnzz gabhaltasj a farm, a iettlement of herdfmen. 

The Palis invented an alphabet called Paifachi^^xht Irifti alpha- 
bet is named fafacb and baifccy fignifying trees, becaufe each letter 
is named after a certain tree, as I have fhewn the old Chaldee 
alphabet was, in my Colledlanea, Vol. V. 

The facred ifland in the weft they name Bretajlhan, or the counfiy 
of religious duties; fays Mr. Wilford ; brethy breith or broths and 
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tan or Jian^ have the fame fignificatioii in Irifh; dar mo breithy upon 
my faith, by all that’s facred,— is common : and in one of the lives 
of St. Patrick, preferved by Colgan, ive find dar mo De broth, on 
my faith in God . 

Ireland has been long known by the name of Infula facra, faid 
to be fo called from St. Patrick ; but he did not arrive till the be- 
ginning of the fifth century, and this name was known to Fellus 
Avieniis, who lived in the fourth century: Quod quam caufam 
fecerit, nunc non fuccurit, nifi quod legent pro (Holft. 

in Step. Byzant. p. 144.) 

Words betokening things in common, as land, fea, Iky, houfe, 
&c, &c. may be found lingle or compounded, alike in moil lan- 
guages, becaufe all mankind at one time fpoke one and the fame 
tongue; but where technical terms, in arts and fciences, are found 
the fame in two people difiant from each other, almoft as far as 
north is from fouth, we muft conclude thefe people had one com- 
mon origin, fince the introduction of arts and a civilifed life. 

In Sanferit C^a fignifies a diiSionary- A MS, Irifli dictionary 
now before me is entitled Ca^ mor breithir, or the great Dictionary 
of Words ; and in the printed dictionaries Caif-mart is tranflated 
"Etymology, 

The Sanferit Sajlra, a book of feience, as the ajlronomical Sajlra, 
&c, is alfo an Irifh word. Seafatar, quafi fos indfir imramhae, i. c. 
Scafatar fignifies an expofition of true knowledge, Cormac's Gloj[> 
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Meru, Sanfcrit. the north pole; Irifli Mir and Mhghcartt i. c. 
the head 6r upper part of Mir» 


Muni^ Sanfcrit, a-philofopher; Irifli, Muine, learned: Muinte 
hichdf philofophers ; luchd^ people; Sanfcrit, look^ whence 

Munnoo logue^ people of contemplation. 


Sanafecy a devotee ; Irifli, Sanafa, from San^ holy. Sedi^ a flar; 
Irifli, Sidh, Sani, the planet Saturn ; Irifli, Vina^ a mu- 

fical inftrument; Irifli, C«/rt, (Vin) mufic. Ahafs^ ether, etherial; 
Irifli, neamh^agas, celeflial ether. 


From this fimilarity of language in phyfical, metaphyfical, and 
aftronomical terms, there appears llrong rcafon to believe that the 
ancient inhabitants of Ireland were the ancient Cuthai, or Indo- 
Scuthre, of India; and from fragments of aflronomy yet preferved, 
which I fliall communicate to you hereafter if agreeable, the ftrongeft 
evidences will appear, that the liifh Druids were of Cl/aidean origint 
as their hiftory fets forth. 


DuiUn, ioth yan. 


^ am, S’lA, 

Yours, &c. 

C. Vallancey. 


T T 
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Turlit/b EixtraBs — From the Harleiaii MS No 
S500, h^ore d^Jihedy No. II p. 134. 


J«Xaas IiXjL«j ^ (_V^^ ^ j 

SVij£‘j «.>jl *r ( ^CL..Aa. ^ a (ja*J |;->J 

AutjI .^tjj^ B.Xoj^ jL» A£g» .» fS»^ J^y 

^gtJ^ ji ^ ^»V M a g .« i 

^.Xaii 0 CfjAl ^ Qi ^ *31 

*L\jpsU» iy *S> ts**Vv^ 4^***LeI 

•^jjySa *^3 •.XuL-^ \y*J^ y*—" • * 

*-3j ^\}y" y '^y ^ .5^^ i-*5^ 

.xXTja »iL*.» 

** It IS faid that m the country of Egypt there is a certain ifland 
called Ka/Jur, in which is found a fpecies of apes, and a nut (my- 
riftica ) and the Jandal alfo comes from this place , but the fandal 
cannot be cut at all times, becaufe in one certain fpot where the trees 
are thickly planted, vipers abound in prodigious numbers They 
fiy that if any one fhould enter this ifiand in the fummer, he would 
inevitably be deftroyed by thefc vipers They alfo fay tint who- 

foever defires to cut the fandal, muft mount an Arabian horfe, and. 
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taking a very fliarp axe or cleaver in his hand, muft, in the fummer 
time, urge on his horfe towards the mountain, and wherever he 
remarks the leaves of the fandal tree, muft ftrike there with his axe, 
and cut off as many branches as he can, and let them fall. After 
that, in the winter time, "when the vipers have retired into their holes, 
then coming back to the mountain, they may colledl the fandal which 
had been cut. But in the winter feafon, after the leaves have fallen 
off, the fandal tree differs not from any other, on which account 
they cut it during the heat of fummer.** 


»V=* Ab* 

y/ (j-0Sy4J u^j^'y- tr'y^ i?yJj* CD*^' 

yb’^' aiji v>b .X>! Jjj 

** It is related that in a certain country of Africa there is an 
animal called Gbulf a daimon of the defert, or a fylvan monfter, 
whofe eggs are ufed in the compofition of eledluaries, being a very 
efficacious medicine. The hunters take this creature in toils and 
fnarcs j if it has an egg, knowing that for the fake of the egg it is 
purfued, it inftantly drops it, and the hunters taking the egg, let 
the creature go ; but if it really has not an egg, it crouches down 
in fuch a manner as proves to the hunters that it has not one, where- 
fore they reftorc the animal to liberty.** 


T T 3 
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Letter from Aurungzebe to bis Father Shaw 
Jehaun, written cfter the DepfaL and Con- 
finement of the latter* — Tranfatei from the 
Perfian by Jonathan Scott, Efq. of Netley, 
in Sbropjhire. 


FIRST offering up my prayer of duty, I rcprefcnt to the moft 
fublime audience, that the high Fiimaun containing admonitions, 
iflued in an unknown hand, in reply to the petition of your humble 


• The rebellion of Auningzebe agamft his &ther, and its confequcnces, are fo gene- 
rally known, as not to need explanation Vide Dow, Vul III and Bernier s Voya^ 
to Surat 

This letter IS one, of a very numerous colledlion, of the epiflles of Aurungrebe, 
preferved by bis Meci Moonlhi, or chief fccielary, m two volumes, in my poffeflion 
It IS intitled Adauh Aulumgeintf or Complimentary Addrefles of Aulumgeer I 
tranHated many of them, which diiplay the artful charadler of that emperor, who, 
under the cloak of religion, made his way to the throne by the imprifonment of his 
father and murder of two of his brothers Succefs certainly imprclTed his mind with a 
belief that he was favoured by heaven , but his fanaticifm at length leading him to aft 
towards tl e Hindoos with the feventy commanded in the Koraun againft infidels, drove 
them to defperation Hence arofe the combination of Mharatta ftates, and the Ipcedy 
downfall of tbe Timour family, which bepn at the clofe of his reign, and wtas very 
rapidly completed 
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pupil, call the rays of arrival at a moll aufpicioXis period, and the 
contents Avere underllood. 

It cannot be concealed from your judgement, penetrating as the 
.fun,<that I, though through the divine grace, fully confcious of the 
inftabihty of this world and its affairs, yet am much wanting in my 
duty to God, and feel ffiamc before his holy prophet. How, then, 
can I pretend'to perfcdlion? * Neverthelefs, compared with fome 
of the prefent day, adling to the extent of my ability in fubmiffion 
to the orders of God and obedience to the tenets of our faith, (while 
the reins of fovereign controu! were in the hands of your majelly,) 
purely out of rcfpe<fl to the divine laws, 1 never moved my foot 
beyond my proper boundary, or engaged in any operation or attempt 
without your royal permiflion. Of this declaration, he who pene- 
trates all things, open and concealed, witnelTes the truth. 

At length it was cllablifhed with certainty, that, during your 
majefty*s illnefs, the cldcft prince •!* having ufurped abfolute fway 
over public affairs, meditated to promulgate the tenets of Hindoos 
and other infidels, and to fubvert the religion of the blcfled prophet. 
The mill of atheifoi wss obscuring tho liboleomptre, and the con- 
troul of regulation was dropped from your hands. Not one of the 
fervants of the prefence dared to reprefent to youi majelly the true 
ftate of affairs. Notwithftanding his inability, conceiting himfelf 

• Shaw Jehaun muft ha,ve accufW hun of (piritual pride. 

i Dara Shekkoh. 
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equal to empire, Dara Shekkoh * depofed you maje%, his patron 
and protedor, which event was declared to me in Firmauns, written 
in your majeRy’s own hand. 

On thefe accounts, dreading left delay, ina-epairing difaRers which 
threatened ruin to the empire, Riould hereafter be laid to my charge, 
and anxious to acquire merit with God and yourmajefly, I marched 
from Boorahaunpore towards the prcfence. At that period there 
■was no one but the enemy of the Faith with your majeRy, to make 
enmity a crime. 

Not, however, to regard my mere declarations, (as vi(Roiyand 
fuccefs come not without the divine aid, which is the confequence 
of- obeying the laws of God) fuppoRng my intentions not to have 
been juft and acceptable to the Almighty, how could this dependant 
on his court have been diftinguilhed by fuch repeated inftances of 
his favour ? •j-. 

If, during the life of your majefty, the plans of Dara Shekkoh 
had taken effedt, and the empire become darkened by infidelity and 
error, and the laws of religion loft their fplendour, it would have 
proved difficult for you to have anfwered for fuch events at the great 

* Eldcft fon of Shaw jehaun, and meant by him as his fucceffor. Being betnyed 
into the hands of Aunjngrebe, he was beheaded. A moft afFediing account is given 
by Bcmier of the misfonunes of this unhaj^pnncc. See Bernier’s Vopge to^Surab 
in Churchill’s colledlion. 

+ How fimilar is tlus to the language of Cromwell and his fanatics ! 
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day of retribution, compared with which calamity, what has occured 
by the will of the difpofer of empire, demands your thankfulnefs ■*. 

Your claims of gratitude upon me for my education are more than 
I am equal to difeharge; and it is impoflible that, forgetting all 
your tendemeffes, I fliouki fora Ihort-Iived exiftence wilfully give 
anguifli to the heart of my protedtor. I know not, Except in 
according with the will and decree of God for the welfare of our 
religion and countiy, what injury has been done by me to yoUr 
majelly ? The infurreAion of prince Shujah*t is concealed from 
no one, nor can it be fuppofed to proceed from aught but your 
majefty*s invitation of him to Agra, As his troops have marched 
from Patna with defigns of dillutbance and contention, and are 
arrived at Benares, I have written to my Ton to advance that way, 
and (hall myfelf follow him from Dhely. If it is the will of God 
that my heart Ihall be fatisfied with the affairs of that quarter, I 
will prepare for your majeily’s removal in a way tliat 1 think cx- 
preffive of my duty. ^ ^ 

With refpe^t to the promotions and gifts I have conferred on 
Various perfons, had I not fince the period (when from all quarters 
the w'hirlwinds of rebellion arofe) fo a<5led, how would thefe men, 
'the fervants of gold, have attached thcmfelves to me j or, without 
this, how would my plans have fucceeded? If the titles I have 


* Shaw JehaUn was dethroned and imprifoiied by this canting hypocrite, his fon. 

+ Third fon of Shaw jehaun, who, after rqieated defeats by the troops of Auning- 
zebe, fled to Arracan, ^\hcrc he pciilhed miferably with his unfortunate femily. 
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granted arc candidly compared with thofe formerly conferred, it 
may, perhaps, appear which men were mofl: worthy of fuch 
honors. 


Relating to the evil intentions of Dara Shekkoh, what the Begum* 
has told you is but the firil bud of them. When his wkkednefs of 


heart andNinward principle (hall be made fully knowhNit will be 
\ r r J 

feen vvhat.fdrt of man he was, and what a real blcfling/his overthrow 


iI t? I 

\^ oT/i.y(g=r==== 





«|^ntlemah 
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ExtraEi from the Saiijcrit Book intitled Serebau- 
gabut Poran — 'Traiiflated hy John Marshall, 
Anno 16T7"-Contimied from No. UI. p. 262. 


SO Govind bid Gur lo go and kill Moor, but he could not pic- 
fcntly do_ it, but it was an equal fight, and then Govind took his 
weapon into his hand, and with it cut off his five heads, and lie 
died. And Moor had feven Ibnnes, who began to fight with 
Govind : the oldcfts name was Tomh, of the fecond Untreeky the 
third Serehundf the fourth Bihbableffoo, the fifth^ Bur/oOf the 
fixth Ntibbujjooah^ the feventh Burroo: and they all armed them- 
felvcs to fight with Govind, and with weapons innumerable, and 
fought w'ith him ; but he with his Cliuckur cut all their ^veapons, 
and alfo cut off all their heads, having firft cut off their hands and 
feet. And becaufe Govind had killed the Droga Moor, therefore he 
took the name of Moorareeke (killer of Moor.) And Numick 
Rojah had news of all this, how his Droga and Droga 's fonns were 
killed and fo many foldiers, and fo went to fight with Govind, and 
fought with many weapons with him; fo Govind fent his Chuckur 
to bring his head, which did. And the Dewtas faw it, and highly 
commended, and faid, Konc before were able to fight wdtli Nur- 
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“ ruck, and you have fent your commands and brought his head— 
“ and they faid to him that all evill and good were made by him— 
“ your creation was alike; but, according to each creatures flrength, 
“ each are good or bad by obeying or difobeying what commanded; 
“ and therefore it is that you have aflumed body merely to encourage 
“ (the good) and chaftife the wicked ; and as Nurruck hath adted, 
“ fo he hath received : and you chaflilc others for their own good, 
“ after that by learning and underftandmg, they may learn; and 
“ whatever you do, it is not for your pleafure or profit you get by 
“ it, but merely out of love of the world, and to make it better 
“ and thofe in it.** 

And the Eacth heard this, and at it cryed, and faid to Govind, 
** Thus tls by your order that I am, and tis a great weight that I 
have on my head, and this you know; and the wicked people, and 
thofe that have no love, thofe. I am no longer able to bear, and all 
along I have complained hereof to you ; and now tis my fonne 
Nurruck that is my child, I thought that he would have bin good, 
and that I fliould have had a great deal of comfort in him ; — but 
afterwards proved other wife and a very rogue ; and he was very 
burthenfome for me to bear, and now you having killed him, I sm 
much at eafe, and my burthen feems not fo troublefome. You I 
defire to pardon my fin or offence m having fuch a fon — You made 
the Dew/as firfl for your own pleafure, then the world and the three 
'Mujfuddees^ — Burmah, Eifnah, and Manhadeeb ; 'and you are the 
governor of them all, and you remain in the underftanding of all 
beings, and thus you remain: — fo that you (inftill) into all creatures 
this principle, that if they be wicked they muft expeft puntihmcnt 
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accordingly,— and if good, then pleafure accordingly; and from 
whence they came they muft retume againe, and give an account of 
what they have done, whether good or evil. Now the world doth 
much feek, according to the Bead^ to do that which will bring it 
to the love of you, and you cannot attain thereto, and why ? — tis 
becaufe they have not a right underRanding of the Bead: and now 
for the love of thole that feek you, you have aflumed body, and 
have by two or three things made them to underlland by adling as 
near as they can to you ; and fo by little and little you let them 
underftand you, and attain to the love of you, and a nearnefs of 
you. Now this Nurruck, my fbn, that is dead, tis well for him 
that hath dyed under your hand, — therefore pardon rhy finn in having 
fuch a fon.” 


And the Earth faid further to Govind thus,— ** You have not 
any body, but when you made the three Gounsy’-^uttagoun^ Boma- 
gouriy and Rojagouriy the three times, paft, prefent or to come ; and 
takeing thefe you refide in every creature and thing in the world; — 
and thofe things in which you refide, being the whole world and all 
things in it, thefe things think that they are themfelves and gover- 
nours thereof, and that other beings arc fome friends to them and 
fome enemies, and the like, and why is this ?— but only that beings 
are made all hkcull* by Bifnameia; and Bifnameia did all this to 
make the affairs of the world, otherwife it would have been at a 
ftand ; and by this biocully or want of underftanding, one faitli that 

• It is eafy to perceive that tills Punna has been tnnflatcd through the medium of a 
Perfian vcrfion— (Goun,) 3^ (Biocull,) (Fikur,) 4:c. fee. 

V V 2 



328 “ ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. [No< IV. 

the foule and body is not God, but is a ly , for God hath not body, 
and therefore you having a defire to make them to underfiand and to 
give them a fign, you became Purmaut^ (»• e. God-fample, or Teas) 
and fo you left a fample of yourfelfe in every thing — in living thing 
you refide in the foul thereof, and in (other) things you refide alfo 
in their qualities, as hardnef?, foftnefs, heat, cold,. dec. and man 
and other (beings) that confift of foule and body j when the foule, 
(i. e. God Purmaut, or fample) leaves it, the body which did confift 
of five elements, called Punebabuty return each to their proper ele- 
ments from whence they came, and thofe that are Katie yue, or 
fenfitive creatures, as treesy herbsy &c. they confifi but of Teenebuty 
or three elements, viz. earth, water, and fire — and yet, notwith- 
Handing their foules have left their bodies. Hill they are-ufefull for 
man, and retain Pumauty or the fample of God, as hardnefs, &c. 
whereby they become ufefiill to man and thus you are, and thus 
you make yourfelfe. Now I lee you : your face— and havell— and 
feet — feem to me like a Sad-jlowery or red lilly;. and I fee you 
pleafure and fport yourfelf with the world, and you are the feed 
thereof, and your heart or mind [is always perfedt — and whatever 
you do is to carry on the affairs of the world, and not for any plei- , 
fure or advantage of your felfe — for you cannot be made merrier 
than you always are: and 'therefore, though firH of all you made 
the world for your own pleafure, yet when it was made it was fo 
•perfedl that nothing could be added thereto; fo-that now what you 
do is for love of the world, and not pleafure to yourfelf.” 
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Oriental Table-Talk*- — Jonathan 
Scott, .E/y. 


IT IS related that, during one of the Prophet's campaigns, one 
of his folloivcrs requelled of him a camel to ride, as, from over- 
marching, walking was become difficult. The Prophet replied, 
*' I will give thee a camel's colt.** The man was vexed, and ex- 
claimed, ** What lhall I do, O Prophet of God, with a colt,— I 
** %vant a camel to ride, for I have not l^rength to march on foot.** 
Mahummud fmiled, and faid, “ Didft thou ever fee a camel that 
“ had not been a colt? ** 

0 

I I c 

I J ^ 

j A perfon, one day, coming to the Prophet, find, My father 
'* wants thee ** The Prophet replied, ** Is not thy father the man 
“ that has white in his eyes ? ** “■ Certainly not,** faid the man, 

furpnfed Mahummud, fowling, faid, ** Why, thou fooliCh fellow, 


• Thefe hen mots arc extradited from the T^et at MujaiUs, or Zeft to Company , 

a work, of which Captain Scott has neatly Bniflied the tranflation he fhortly means 
-to publifli It, with the letters of Aiilun^eer, in a Mifccllanj i '* > 
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“ didft thou ever fee a man whofe eyes were not furrounded by 
“ white ? ” 


Mahummud and Ali were once eating dates together, when the 
former placed all the Ihells on the plate of the latter unperceived, 
and, when they had finiihed, faid, “ He who has moft fhclls muft 
** have eaten moft dates.” “ No,” fays Ali, “ he furely muft 
** have eaten moft who has fwallowed the ftiells alfo.” 

/ 


Some time before the divine command to keep women from the 
public view was revealed, the Prophet and his wife, Ayefha, were 
fitting together, when Zohauk, a celebrated and valiant chief of 
Medina, but who was hideoufly ugly, came to pay him a vifit. In 
the courfc of converfation he faid, ** I have at home, O Prophet, 
** two concubines much excelling in beauty the woman who fits by 
** thee, and will, if thou chufeft, give thee one of them.” On 
this. Ayeiha., fw/i, ** Pvay , thm at 

“ thy women?” Blcfs thee,” faid Zohauk, " neither o£ them 
** arc equal to me in beauty.” 


An Arabian once, in a mofquc where Ali was prefent, faid his 
prayers in fuch an improper manner of pronunciation, as enraged 



1797*] ORIENTAL 'COLLECTIONS. 331 

the Caliph, who, when he had ended, reproved him, and, hurling 
his flippers at his breaft, commanded him to repeat them ; which 
the Arab did, with great propriety of tone and emphafis. After he 
had done, fays Ali, “ Surely thy lafl prayers were better than the 
“ former.*’ “ By "no means,** replied the Arab, “ for the firft I 
** faid from devotion to God, but the Jaft from dread of thy 
“ flippers.** 


A Jew faid to the venerable All in argument on the truth of their 
religion, “ You had not even deported your Prophet’s body in the 
** earth, when you quarrelled among yourfelves.” Ali replied, 
“ Our divifions proceeded from the lofs of him, not concerning 
** our faith j but your feet were not yet dry from the mud of the 
“ Red S^, when you cried unto Mofes, faying, make us Gods 
** like thofe of the Idolaters, that we may worfhip them.** The 
Jew was confounded. ^ y 


A perfon complained to AH, faying, ** A man has declared he 
dreamt that he flept -with my mother, may I not inflift upon him 
“ the puniihment of the law ?- — ^what is it ? ” AH replied, “ Place 
him in the fun, and beat his fhadow; for what can be infii(iled 
“ on an imagmary crime but imaginaty cojredlion ? ” 
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A cavalry officer having had his horfe llolen, went about the 
ftrects, inquiring after him. One faid to him, it was your own 
fault, Xvhy did you not take care of him ? Another remarked, that 
it muft have been the negligence of his Have in not locking the 
door; while a third faid, the porter of your mn was in fault in not 
watching the gate. “ Very true,” faid the officer, “ I find we 
“ were the only perfons guilty of offence, and that the thief alone 
“ is free from fault.’* 


A foldier was riding a vicious mule, when ffarting at fomewhat 
in the road, the bridle broke, and he ran away. A friend 'meeting 
the foldier, inquired where he was riding fo furioufly. “ Wherever 
“ my mule pleafes,” faid the foldier. 



Affim relates, that Haroori-.was once eating his evening meal, 
when a roafted kid was fet before him. An Arab of the defert 
paffing, the Caliph ordered him to fit down and partake, which he 
did with a ravenous appetite. “ Why, thou teareft the animal with 
“ fuch fury,” faid Haroon, ** as if its fire had butted thy child to 
death.” “ That is not the cafe,” replied the Arab ; but thou 
V lookeft upon it with fuch a giudgeful and piteous eye, as if ks 
“ mother had given thee fuck.” 
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The Invc^oii of Nubia ly the Miijidmans—- 
Tranflated, from the Tarikh Aafim Cufi, by 
' W. OUSELEY, iEfq. 


THIS valuable work, originally written in Arabick by jiajim, of 
Cufdj appears to have been tranflated into Perfian by Mohammed Ibn 
Ahmed al Mujiowf, by order of Koam Addoulahy who was governor 
of Khoarezm and Khoraflan. Like the Chronicle of Al Tabari^ it 
3S probable that the original Arabick of Aalim’s Tarikh is either 
totally loft, or to be found only in fragments ; as Mirkhond and 
other hiftorians who frequently give pafiages from Arabian authors 
in their original language, content thcmfelves with quotations from 
the (Tarjumahy) or Perfian tranflarion of this work — two 

copies of which are in the Editor*s collctftion, and one in pofTeffion 
of Chc Rest’. Me. GeersnSf from xihich fame exmufis, (mtlkted 
by that learned Orientahft, have been given in the former numbers 
of thefe Colledlions. The proper title of the ^\ork is ^ ir«=. 
(or the Book of Conquefts) by ^ (Ahmed Ben 

Aafim’*', of Cufa.) It is divided into two volumes, or parts. The 
hiftory of Mohammed and his fucceflbrs, Abubecre, Omar, and 

.■ , * This name is fomctimes written jmwU 


X X 
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Ofman, occupies the firft volume; the fecond defcrlbes the tranfac- 
tions which occurred during the Khalifat of Ali, and the flate of 
the Mohammedan world immediately after his death. . 

'The iftvafirfft of l^ubU) ttlated in tlio followrrtg extraft, was 
undertaken by order of Omar» who fucoeeded Abubccreirt the t3th 
year of the Hegirah, (A. C. 634) and held the Khalifat ten years. 


'CXaft A>w f » 


*5^1 1*® 

3a<» (■• 

-ISjj y ^ jaS ^ «iXj j *.X*£s>l 

iS'*^ W«& -OwdT Iff* <j\ufc> ^ 

^ ^ ■*ij? 3^^ t^AAsilAj^ (,^ jj ^ Cwwt} ^ 

yls ji ji ^UlyL«M > yae ji 

^ Ua^ /? ist^ 

tl)' J* 

J P^'^t**^^ CAio ^ L« .**.1^^ 5^ 

*S5 *>151 jjjMj ^ iLs-jO ^ 4)v*? *:>sUa^{^ 
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I|1 . tjKjf ^ ji <y>j^\.f4 A^S j ^fcAXwi X j (, ^ Lwot ^ ^^"*'1 

*7^ < 1 ^^ 5/V® 3 


Then Ow/^ gave ordejrs fb|‘ marching /nto Nubi?, and pro- 
ceeded to that quarter witji tvvepty thoufand men, or perhaps rather 
more : and when l)e arrived in Jthe land of Nul?ia^ he Jet Jqofe his 
trgops 9yer the country, fo |})at they were fcattcred thrppgh all parts, 
and they plundered and cgmipitted IJaughter. 

When the inhabitants of Nubia faw matters in this ftate, they 
aflembled from all fidcs, to t^e pumber pf above an hundred thou- 
fand men, and prepared to meet the Mufulmans, and engaged them 
in fuch a manner, that the Mufulmans had never feen the like— for 
fo many heads and hands were cut off, fo many eyes [pierced by 
arrows, and fo many Ihields and foils of armour flung away, — that 
they exceeded all calculation. One of the Mufulmans has declared, 
“ Never did we behold people more dextrous in managing the bow, 
** or who Ihot their arrows with more certain aim, than the inha- 
** bitants of Nubia. Ever now and then one of them would place 
“ himfelf juft oppofite feme particular Mufulman, and, whilft he 
“ fitted his arrow to* the bow, would afk him with a loud voice, 
“ In what limb or part of your body do you chufe that I ftiould 
“ hit you ? The Mufulman, by way of joke or derifion, would, 
X X 2 
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perhaps, anfwer, on fuch or fuch a part. The Nubian would 
** mftantly hit him on that very fpot, and never mi/Ted his aim.” 

The Imam Mohammed Wakedi (to whom may God be merciful) 
relates an anecdote on the authority of an old man of Hamir, who 
was m thofe battles, and faid, “ We drew up our forces m the 
Defeit, and engaged the Nubians. In a few minutes* I counted 
“ an hundred and fifty bodies fallen on the ground, whom the 
“ Nubian archers had fhot, the eyes of each being pierced with 
“ their arrows. In this manner we fought with them, until the 
** Almighty put them to confufion, and gave us a fignal vidlory. 
“ Vaft numbers of them we flew, thofe who furvived fled to the 
** Defert and the foot of the mountain, and Omru Aas did not take 
“ any pams to purfue them,** &c. 


171 Saat roayligjufy one hour 
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Phoenician hifcription in' Wales — -.Explained hy 
the Rev. Samuel Henley, F. S. A. &c. in a 
Letter to W. Ouseley, Efq. Editor of the 
Oriental Collections. 


freymtulh Sfreett 
' Fth. lAth' 

Dear Sir, 

The notion that an intcrcourfe fubfifted in remote ages 
between the Phosnicians and the natives of this ifland» is grounded 
on too many authorities to admit of a doubt ; but, were it other- 
wife, what here is offered to your notice comes fo fully to the point, 
as affords of itfclf an unqueftionabic proof. 

In turning o\tr Bijhop GtbJon*% Camden, Vol. II, p 732, I 
met with the following paflage : 

** On a mountain called Kevn Geihi Gaer^ not far from Kaer- 
** Pb)//if m the way to Marebnad y wayn j 1 obferv^d (as it feem*d 
to me) a remarkable monument, which may perhaps deferve the 
“ notice of the curious. It is well known by the name of T maen 
** 3/V, and is a nidc ffonc piUar of a kind of quadrangular form, 
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“ about eight foot high; with this infeription, to he read down- 
“ wards, 

VErpo/hi 


“ It ftands not eredl, but fomewhat inclining; whether cafually, 
“ or that it was fo intended, is uncertain. Clofeat the bottom of 
“ it, on that fide it inclines on, there is a fmall bank or intrench- 
“ ment, inclofing a fpace of about fix yards; and in the midfl 
“ thereof a fquare area^ both which may be better delineated than 
** defcribM-; 



The bank, 

Thebedprjtrw 
in the midftofih 

c. The place where 
' the ftonc is erec- 
< ted. 


“ I fuppofe, that in the bed or area in the midft, a perfon has tccn 
“ inter*d ; and that the infeription muft be read Hefroiti or Deffroiti; 

which is doubtlcfs the fame with the Briti/h proper flame 
** exprefTed othcnvife in i-atin and perhaps 


Whether the monument )thus deferibed doth jHIl remain* J have 
not heen able to learn ; but how rudely foever -the infeription be 
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copied, the chara€lers it confifts of arc clearly Tbcenician^ Inftead, 
therefore, of adopting the explanation above, I conceive it fliould 
be read NKV which intimates that the Jione "was tJ^rt 
reared to Jjx, or point out ^ the convention-place of the mountain. 

That fuch pillars were iet up by the Eaftems to commemorate 
particular events, many paiTages of the Bible will Ihew; whilft the 
bank which furrounds the one in queftion, appears to imply, that 
meetings were here holden for the purpofe of traiHck, when fhips 
with new cargoes arrived : at the lame time that the eminence of 
the ftation afforded opportunity for apprifing the fubjacent country, 
by fignal, of every frcflt arrival. 

Should this (uppofal leem !efs likely than that the monument 
were intended to commemorate fome treaty between a fettlement of 
Phoenicians and the natives, documents are not wanted to favour 
that conjeAurej for whoever will confider the devices on die earliefl. 
coins Riled Britilh, and compare themwitli thoic latdy difeoverad 
in jerfey, others of ihe Pheenician fettlcmcnts in Spain, and of 
the mother country itfclf, (particularly Berytus. See Bayer^s Effay 
Ue fa Lengua tie tbs Femces, at the -end erf Idon Ga 6 rieF% Saffuff, 
p. 376) will need no evidence to •countenance the opinion, that 
commercial fadlories were eflablilhed wefhvard, and particularly in 
this ifland, for providing cargoes, againft fliips might arrive to -re- 
ceive them. 

I am. Dear Sir, 

very faithfully yours, 

Samuel Henley. 
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Geographical ExtraEts from the^ Perfan MS. 
intitled .^^i'a4ij ’(Nozhat al Coloub) — Trarifla- 
ted by W. Ouseley, .E/g. — Continued from 
No. III. p. 231. 


a* 


The road from NiChapour to Sarkhelh, 


^ <S^ C*xA aIj \j j\ '' 

IsL^ U J j! Am> »1V«i>A> ^AJ AJ^ ^ i J 

1 ^ Cum) ^ M ti Sl jt 

t^CLw^ j 0**^>*" jj 0**** 

’From y^i&iapour to the vihagc of B<7i _ _ _ _ y "Farfang^ 
(Here the road to Hcri turns off on the nght hand) , 

From Bad to the village of Hhakeftcry - - - - , 5 , r 

thence to Re6at (a caravanfera) ' - - - - 23 

thence to the Rebat of Abkcmeh _ - - - y 

(Here are two fteep declivities, of half a farfang each) 

From thence to the town of Sarkhefti _ - - - 6 

Total from Nilhapour to Sarkhelh forty-one farfangs 
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AT* tr^ ' ’ - 

* From Meru to Khoarczmi 

^ .3 li C iLyj >3 ^ j 4^**^ g"^ iiy^ ^ sx* ^ 

^y^Us iJ j j1 »ioLw^ g-i* (Xu* Ij ^ *^i*;*;-9 iTki-fi 

4 ^*'^ iTolA ia\jj Ij ‘~ ‘ * ^ LLi^X^ “W".? 

^ j .j^ faUL tf * *-^0 

fjjy^ £i^yJ^ ^ g-i^ AJi>; isWj ^ jj' 

^Slj f ♦ ^ J L-aa' ^ tlliA .3 k^i*y5 A> 

Cl#' j' ti>V^ v* **^' *>^ 

AlA \j ^jl'*^*-«^ 03 J^\2 j\^ jyi.i3\S ^ 

J jj jC U yj JlM^4Nji Ij J jJ JsAM^ tItXd ^j *M»». *y Jli ClJJUj 

(j£Jn cXmI 4^X*JI jU a£> ^ ^hxi ^ 

.3 »IXm*^ j «>4« si; ^ ^f* ^ iXiU aA4^ 


From Meru to the village of Sakkeiy - - - - ^ Farfang* 

thence to Abdan Kunge ------ lo 

- thence to the Rebat of Suran -.---- 8 

thence to the Chah Kbak ------ ^ 

thence to the Chah Sahebi ,----- - 7 

— »— thence to the Chah Murden ----'- 7 

■ ■ ■ thence to the Rcbat Shagird ----- 7 


(Of this ftage about two thoufand yards or paces are 
over barren land) 

From thence to Sekabad - -- -- -- - 


Y Y 
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From thence to the Rebat Tahery ----- 6 Farfangs 

thence to the Rebat Poudneh ----- 5 

~ thence to the town of Durghan, belonging to 

_ the province of Khoarezm ----- 9 

— — thence to the town of Khurbend - - - - 7 

— ■ thence to the Rebat Dehani Sheer - - - ^ 

(Near this are two hills feparated by a narrow pafs 
through which the river yotboun rapidly flows) 

From thence to Tednour - -- -- -- - 4 

— — thence to the town of Hezarafp - « - - 10 

— — thence to the village of Zaroun - - « - 9 

thence to Rahemfin - -- -- -- 7 

— — thence to Anderfal - -- -- -- - 6 

— ■ thence to the town of Pouran - - - - 2 
— — thence to the city of Arkenge (which is the 

capital of the province of Khoarezm) - - 6 

Total from Merou to Khoarezm by this road one 
hundred and twenty-four *• farlangs 


* The reader wjll find, both in this and in the fum of the former route from 
ISIifh^oour toSerkheftv an jjo Ibr cdraiUainrt whiely jcn%v be cafily 

redhfied But before I can corredl any iniftakes in the names of places, occafioned 
cither by the redundancy, the omifllon, or the mifapplication of diacritical points, or 
any fimilar inaccuracy, I muft have an opportuiuty of collating my manufenpt tnlh 
fome other copy of the fame work 
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THE two Chinefe ai0,^of \yhidi th^notes are given on tlic_op- 

-pofite page, -iv ere commUmcated-to~thc Edjtor, witl^o^crs,_by 
Eyles Efq, Member of the Royal Infli Academy, and one 

of the gentlemen on the late embafly to China. 


_ConjeStiii^s^cf -F.^'S., A.'o;!:. tbej^ 

’Egyptian Original of the Word nrp — Con- 
_ eluded V,15. ^ , 

WE are indebtedTor the knowledge of this fidl to Ariftotle, wh"b *” 
has tranlmitted it to poUenty, utterly unaware of the value or nature 
of the communication. Inhis iecond book di Calo^ c. 13. he thus 
exprefles himfelf : ** It remains for us now to ipeak concerning the 
earth, where jtjs placed, whether it be moveable or fixed, and 
“ what IS its^jfomi.^^^In of 'itS'fituaUon, 'all do not hold the 

“ fame opinion ; for moft perfons, that is to~fay, all thofe who' 
maintain that the whole heavens move round, are of the belief, 
z:**rthdl it isplaccd-'in*thc'c«itrc*"*rBuf^A^ lutltans^^ho {trdj:alled::x~ 
** Pythagoreans ar&'of-an op§>^te'ferfuajion ^"they ajjirmf^thdt pyr.^ 

" // tn tl e centte , and that the Earthy being ttfelf one of the fars. 
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and revolving round that centre^ produces night and day ** — 
e» TTSfj ryjv Irct’Kiav, j6aXoyp,ivat IIuflayofgMi, Xeyouo-ju’ ettj fitv yct^ tb 
^ icrew nTP etvat <pci(n» t»?i» it yijy, Ivrav ag'^uv ovo-etVf xuxXw (pt^ofimv 
TO fiso'oVi vuxTci Ts Kui ’TToieir —This ancient do£lrine of the 

Italian fchool, this moft diftindl fummary of the fyflem long after- 
wards illuflrated by Copernicus and Newton, but here tranfmitted 
mechanically by a philofopher who underftood nothing of its mean- 
ing, is mentioned alfo by Plutarch; who, on the contrary, com- 
prehended its principle, and (hewed, that by ?ro^, pyr, was meant 
the SUN. For, m his life of Numa, in which he affirms that the 
plan of the Temple of Vefta (m the centre of which the oru^ ao-^ffoi' 
was maintained) was built with allufion to this fyRem of the uni- 
verfe, he fays,—** The Pythagoreans believe the pyr to be in the 
“ centre of the univerfe, and the earth to be neither fixed nor cen- 
*' tral, butin continual motion round the pyr.'' Yet, in another 
place, fpeaking of the fame doiStrine, he. fays,—** Some fay the 
** HELius is in the centre of the whoh‘}*l' nveg it f^ta-ov Travjuv rev 
HAION' — though in the fame treatife he mentions Philolaus, as a 
teacher in the Pythagorean fchool, maintaining that the earth was 
carried in circular rotation round the pyR; xuxXu 
TO riTP And he indircflly acknowledges his aflent to that fub- 
lime hypothefis when he fays, “ Ariftarchus and Selcucus afterwards 
“ exhibited the fame; the firft only on conjedture, but the latter 
“ bringing it to demonftration/’ Ariftarchus, who, like Gallileo, 
was accufed of impiety for daring openly to avow it, has deferibed 

• De placiit. Phihf. It Is of no cotrfcquence tothcai^iment, whethcr^Piuta*^^ 

or was not the author of this vfoiit. 
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the fyftem with" the utmoft perfpicuity: “ The halios,” fays he, 
“ remains immoveable, but the earth is carried round the iiAxius, 
** as round the circumference of a circle occupying the centre of its 
" orbit.’** t ' 

If we cftnfider the whole of this ftatement, and attendito the con- 
tradidtion of the expofitions of this fyllem given feverally by 
Ariftotle and Plutarch, we fliall not be inclined to repofe an equal 
confidence in the -former as a reporter of that dodtrine, or to exprefs 
an equal mifirull of the latter, with the learned profefTor Meiners in 
his Uijiona Do5irina dc Veto Deo. For the laft of thofc two phi- 
lofophcrs clearly difeerns the feheme of the hypothefis, and under- 
Hands the central pyr to be the son. . But the former, imagining 
that the Pythagoreans intended the word to fignify the fame as 
-ETHER, becaufe ** the higher and more remote regions of 
“ fpace,” fays he, “ are replete with the clement of Jire;** rare 
•ya§ aru nTP02 sr*— mifapprchends the real intention of the 

hypothefis, and enters upon his fubjedt under the impredion of an 
error which vitiates the whole fequel of his difeourfe; as may be 
more fully Ihewn on another occafion. His learned panegyrift, and 
parapfiralt in this pallage, has adopted the fame error in p. 305. 
“ Etenim opinati funt (fc. Pythagorei) ignem, vel jethera, 

mediam mundi partem occupafle, circa quam terra cacteraque cce- 
“ leftia corpora moveantur.” And again, at p. 309, Ipeaking of 
Plutarch, he interprets ttwj, in the paflage produced above from his 
Numa, to fignify celher ; although it is fo evident, from the 


Archimedes, not. Menag. in PbikJaum. Diog. Lacrt. Sec Bayley’s Diil. AnJIarchus. 
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authorities I have already brought together, that it ought to be un- 
dcrftood to mean the Sun. 

From whence the Pythagoreans derived this dodrine wc are in- 
Rrudted by the concurring judgement of the learned worlds, ancient 
and modem, who agree in the opinion, that it was brought by 
Pythagoras into Italy from Egypt * ; that is to fay, from the very 
country from whence I am nowfuppofing the ancient 'Greeks to 
have received the term of pyr, as a denomination for the fun. 

The double fenfe which tve thus difeover in the word con- 
formably with an ancient idiom, and the effed produced by tbc 
fubfequent introdudlion of the word partially ufurpmg upon 
that ancient fignification, appear to have furnifhed an occaiion for 
various equivocations in the philofophies of Greece. For in Magna 
Gracia^ many ancient Greek words and rignifications of words 
were retained, that -were become obfolete in Greece proper, through 
its contiguity and frequent ititercourfe with Alia, the fertile fourcc 
of all its novelties. Hence it may have happened, that the primary 
forcehf being loft; it ^vas perverted, by the officious expounders 
of the Italian fyftem, to lignify cxdufively the clement of fire dif- 
tributed throughout the univerfe ; by which fingle error the whole 
of that great truth was upfci, the fyftem became inverted^ and innu- 
jnerable conceits fprouted forth, \-ainIy pretending to explain the 

• See Tenth. JEzypt. Tnlegtmtnn. p. c. and references. Htji. Phihjtph. Bruckcf. 
Hyi. AJlnniv. Windier. And Stanley*# Livn af the Phihjtphers. P. ix. c. i. 
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mechanifm of the cofmogony, and to illuftrate the elementary parts 
of nature. 


And here we may venture to obferve, by the way, that it is not 
improbable that the celebrated dance, \vhich obtained among' the 
Greeks the name of pyrrkic, may exhibit another traditionary 
veRige of this ancient aRronomical dodlrine. Some learned writers 
have confidcred the evolutions of the chorus on the Greek Rage as 
having had rcfpedl originally to the motions of the heavens and the 
heavenly bodies; and although 'this fuppofition may feem whimfical 
to Rich as look no farther back than to the perfedlion of the Greek 
drama, yet it will not appear improbable if wc afeend to thofe far 
remoter ages, in which many cuRoms received their origin, that 
were retained in pra<Rice long after their primitive defign was for- 
gotten. “ The Pyrrhic dance,** fays the learned Mr. Bryant, 
“ was originally an Egyptian dance — ^pradlifed by the pricRs— 
V round a large fire in honour of the Sun, whofe orbit they affciRed 
“ to deferibe.*’* On the affumption of this curious faifl, it is 
pofliblethat the cuRom, inRituted in an age of primitive light, may 
have pafled into a ceremony of fidereal fuperflition, and finally have 
degenerated into a praftice without any defign. There' is reafon 

“ to think,” fays Mr. Bryant, that the circular dances of the 
** Ddrvifes over the EaR are the remains of thefe ancient cufloms.’*^ 
But may we not extend this remark far beyond the countries of the 
Dervifes ; even into that new world, into which numerous tribes 
migrating eaRward at an extremely early era from the north of Afia, 


Amlyfis. Ant. Myth. Vol. 1 . p. 286.. 
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and traverfing the narrow ftreights which fcparate the Afiatic and 
American continents, carried with them this inveterate praftice? 
The following account, given by an eye witnefs, is well deferving 
of collation here. ‘ * 

“ The firft night of our arrival at Malden, (in Upper Canada) 
fays this interefting traveller, “juft as we were retiring to reft, near 
“ midnight, we were moft agreeably entertained with the found, of 
** their miific^(i. e. of the Indians) on the ifland of Bois Blanc. 
■“ Eager to hear more of it, and to be wjtnefs of their dancing, ^ve 
“ procured a boat, and immediately crofted the rher, to the fpot 
“ where they weie aflcmblcd. The dancers confifted chiefly of 
ftluaws, (or Indian women) to the number of twenty or therc- 
“ abouts„who jlanding in a circlcy with their faces inwards, and 
“ their hands folded round one another’s necks, moved, thus linked 
“ together, fideways, round a fmall Jire, After the women had 
danced for a time, a larger fire was kindled, and the men aftem- 
“ bled from different parts of the ifland, to the number of fifty or 
“ fixty, to amufc theinfelves in their turn. There was little more 
“ variety in their dancing than in that of the women. They firft 
“ sv-xlkesl tktjirt ?n o forge thih, licdeiy, one aflex 
“ marking time with Ihort fteps to the mufic; the bcft_ dancer was 
“ put at their head, and gave the ftep j he was alfo the principal 
“ finger in the circle. After having made one round, the ftep was 
V altered to a wider one, and they began to Jlasnp isuith great vehe~ 
“ vience on the ground; and every third or fourth round, making 
“ little /(!f<7/>r off the ground vfiihhoth feet, they turned their faces 
* to the f re, and bowed their heads, going Jtdeways, * 
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** having tpade a dozen or two rounds, towards the end of which 
** each of them had begun to (lamp on the ground wkh incon- 
** ccivable fury, but particularly the principal dancer, they all gave 
“ a loud ihout at once, and the dance ended.*- * 

If the reader will take the trouble to compare the account of thefc 
dances given by this traveller, and particularly the war dance pre- 
paratory to battle, with the accounts of the pyrrhic and fimilar 
dances in Meurfius’s Laconicat L. 2 . c. 12 . and elfevvhere, he muft 
ftrongly fufpedl, that a community of origin can alone account for the 
lingular analogy he will difcover between them. They were, fays 
Pollux, “ terrtfc dances^*' e^x^[ia]ec “ which they danced 

** in a ring cr circle'* in honour of Tiionyfusf 

m AievwiTif, What was meant by Dionyfus^ Macrobius may inform 
us : “ In facris hac religioh arcani obfer\'atio tenetur, ut Sol, cum 
“ infupero, 'id cfl, in diumo hemifphterio eft, Apollo vocitelur : 
** cum in inferos id eft, noBurno^ Dionysus ’f’.** Hence he was 
alfo called Nu>ST«X«r, quafi noBurnus Soli parallel dances were like- 
wife pradlifed by women in honour of Artemis, or the moon, 
Thefc, Athcnteus'obferves, were praftices of very great antiquity, 
though latterly diicontinued by all the Greeks, excepting thole of 
Lacedaemon j who retained them as preliminary to Koar^ ir^oyvfiVKCfia 
m In their earlier ufc they were not fo reftridled, 

• '^tXAfi'^Travels thraugh Norfb America + Saturn. I. l8. 

J The plate in Hieron Mercutialis de Arte Gymn. which exhibits the dancers in 
two adverfc parallel lines, is certainly defc£ti\e in rc(pc£l of the ancient pndlice, 
though it may reprefent foine modern varietf, in its declining ftate in Sparta. 


2 Z 
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as appe.irs from the paffage in Apollonius Rhodius, referred to by 
Mr. Bryant. 


■ . ■ — — is^u urec SivXoct 

KAION, Bm xXbigvtbs EXIION AIIOAAXINA, 

AM^I Jfi AAIOMENOIE ETPTN XOPON ESTHSANTO. 

L. II. 696. 

They burned the thighs ^ the •vthlim on the f acred altar^ invoking 
** the name of ^pollot and formed the wide dance round the faming 
** brands.** 

Such was once the general prevalence of a cuftom, now, perhaps, 
only furviving in the forefts of North America. 

I muft, however, prefume to differ fo far from my learned 
authority, as to queftion the accuracy of the interpretation which it 
offers, in explanation of this cuftom; and which it confiders as 
“ affecting to deferibe the orbit of the Sun;** for I conceive, 
that the revolution of a plurality of bodies round a fxed centrf fire, 
would but ill reprefent a circular motion in the fun : whereas, as a 
reprefentation of the orbits of the fevcral planets round the folarfire, 
nothing could be more aptly devifed. It is thus that Milton dc- 
fcribes this moft ancient solar system, which the modem world 
has denominated Copernican. 


“ " ' ' — What if THE SUN 

Be center to the world, and other ftars 
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By his attra<5live virtue and their own 

Incited, d-ance about him various rounds? 

P,‘Loftt VIII. 122. 

It is ftridily analogical with that reprefentation difplayed in the 
Ilrudture of the Temple of Vefta, by means of a circular edifice, in 
the center of which a perpetual fire was maintained ; and not lefs fo 
in that other ancient Temple of the Sun in Thrace, mentioned by 
Macrobius, whofe form was circulary with an aperture left in the 
center of the dome in order to admit the light. '* Item in.Thracia 
eundem haberi Solem atque Liberum accipimus ; quern illi— magni- 
fica religione celebrant, ut Alexander feribit: ctque Deo in colle 
ZilmifTo asdes dicata eft fpecie rotunda^ cujus medium interpatet 
tedtum, fummaquete(fto/f/w^«admittitur'‘'.** Macrobius, however, 
ignorant of the true ancient fyftem, explains the ftrudlure according 
to the vulgar error. Fable ^d pedantry have derived the name of 
this dance ** a Pyrrho Achillis filis, vel, d Pyrrho quodami '* — 
from Pyrrhus, fon of Achilles; or j from fome other Pyrrhus **\ 
Mr. Bryant is of opinion that it was a religious dance, denominated 
from fire : i. e. Tsvp. That it may have been called from Tsvp, if its 
charadlerwas fuch as has been hei^ defenbed, is highly probable; 
but it muft be the pyr of the Egyptians, their mpi}, pira, or the 
fun. 

If any doubt now remains with th'e reader, that the or pyr, 
of the old Italians fignified properly the sun— (the pira, of 

* Loc. cit. t Ainfworth’s Difl. 


Z Z 2 
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the Egyptians — and the perra, of Lycophroh)— he will, 

perhaps, furrender it to the authority of Copernicus, from whofe 
hand the modern world has received the knowledge of the true folar 
fyftem; and yet who, at the fame time, faithfully acknowledges, 
that he was no more than a vehicle for tranfmitting to pofterity an 
ancient dodtrine, which he received from the old Italian fchool, and 
particularly from Nicetas, or Hicetas, a diflinguiflied philofopher in 
it. “ Inde igitur occajionem naBus y CCEPI it ego de teiree mo- 
“ bilitate cogitare.*’* 

Neither Ariftarchus, Plutarch, Copernicus, Galileo, nor Newton, 
have any lhare of invention in the broad ground of that hypotheiis, 
whofe origin belongs to a period antecedent to the earlieR dawn of 
heathen tradition j thofe philofophers refer us to the channel 
through which they feverally received it ; and I tnift that no aftro- 
nomer will confider me as wanting in elleem for the fublime objedl 
of his refearches if I affirm, that we have not fufficient evidence to 
authorife us to pronounce, that, without this traditionary hint tranf- 
mitted through the Pythagoreans, any of thofe illuftrious philofo- 
phers would have offered this folution of the celeftial problem. 

• When we now take into our Jerious confideration — that We adlu- 
ally do pojfefs this great truth ; — that though its evidence has been 
progreflively illuftrated by the genius and labours of fucceeding 
aftronomers, it has neverthelefs exifted as a partial objedl of human 

• Praf. This frank avo-wai Ihews, beyond controveriy, that Uie doflnne of the 
Pythagoreans Mas abfolutely and not merely eonfirmal'ive, of CopcmicujS 

hypothcfis, as Long vould infinuatc m Ks fedt. 1602. 
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knowledge /ro;;; time immemorial‘s, and its pretenfions, exprelTed by 
** the earth's rotation routtd the central pyR,** have remained upon 
public record for n«irly 2500 years we fhall have little difficulty 
in concluding, that the Italic lyflem, di/guifed and mutilated by the 
ignorance of reporters, was no other than that which its modem 
champions have affented it to be : — And further, that the internal 
evidence of aftronomical fcience, concurring with the teftimonics of 
hiftory and language, fliews, almofl to demonftration, that what 
the latter Greeks expreffed by the word helms, the more ancient 
exprefled by that of pyr, which word preferved its primitive 
fignification longer in Italy than in Greece, through the fludluating 
nature of language : (for we muft ever keep in mind that canon of 
etymology, '* multa verba aliud nunc ofiendunt, aliud ante lignifi- 
cabant.***) Laftly, that this word was originally derived from 
the Egyptian or the Sun. 

I lliall protract no farther this long, and I fear, tedious difeuffion ; 
which I offer as little more than conjecture, and which I abandon 
to the judgement of the reader j but fliall take my leave wdth the 
following obfemtions. In all inveftigations like the prefent, it is 
tfie matter brougfit fbrwarcf m the progrets o/* re^arch, w hfch a/one 
gives a value to the profefled object of inquiry ; which is of im- 
portance, only fo far as it fumifhes a centre for adapting and con- 
nedling fcattered, and infulatcd fragments of antiquity. But thefc, 

• Sec Bumst dt Origmihut Rtrum, Engtifti Tnnfi. p. 96, 181, 188, 190. 
Bully, H'Ji- Je ffrru ancutne, p. i8. Id. Z^Urtt fur let Sdtnces, p. l8, 19, 

31, 4.7, 2t2. Ajlrin.me, par M. dcla Lands. 

t Varro dc Ling. Lat. p. i. 
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being enabled to unite, and contribute their feveral minute degrees 
of evidence, frequently conftitute at laft a compound body of im- 
portant tpftimony, tending to reftorc feme order into the confufion, 
and to diffufe fome hght through the obfeurity, of the origins of 
ancient hiRory. 

Should I not have fucceeded to the full extent of my undertake- 
mg, I flatter myfelf I fhall, at all events, have fixed the quarter 
from whence the knowledge of the true folar fyflem was acquired by 
thofe ancient fages, who earned the fcience of Egypt into the fouth 
of Italy i and fhall alfo have pointed out the equivocation which 
occafioned its lofs m Greece, and which engendered in its place fuch 
wild and untenable theories. Should I, on the other hand, be fo 
fortunate as to feem to have made good, as far as the prefent mode 
of difcuffion will allow, the whole of the argument, we fhall then 
have acquired a glimpfe of three diflindl points, difcemiblc even in 
the obfeurity of the fabulous ages, and indicating three important 
and fucceeding periods of early Grecian hiflory. 

Firft, when the original occupants of Greece inhabited their 
country, antecedently to the entrance of any foTcignexs. 

Secondly, when fubjeifls of the ^rjl Egyptian monarchyt (of 
which nothing remains in the form of hiflory except in the Mofaic 
annals, though much in the way of fragment and tradition,) intro- 
duced themfelves into Italy and Greece, and on the coafls of Alia 
Minor. 
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Thirdly, when, after the cxtindlion of -that ancient kingdom, 
thofe fliores were vifitcd by tribes of Afiatics from the neighbour- 
hood of Phceniciaj and particularly of Arabians, of whofe early 
influence in thofe parts, I may, on a remote occafion, hazard an 
opinion. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours, See. 

G. P. 

The Britifii Critic, in his favourable mention of a part of thefe Conjeflures, objefls 
to the validity of Servlus’s diftindUon betneen fyra and w/wj/ “ Pvra lignorum 
“ fen^en'ff, roous cuxn anfen inccpCTit.” I ftall not reft this diflinflion on the 
authority of Servius, nor (hall I diflemble, that another paiTage of the fame 
commentator feems to contradIA ^hat he fays in this place ; but that the word ROeVR 
does comprehend radically a notion of hurmng^ is what I (hall endeavour to prove more 
fully, when I venture to offer fome examples of the influence of the Egyptian on the 
Greek and Latin languages, upon a ground not of cenje^furt, but of trUleal e’uidettce. 
At prefent I (hall content myfelf with alTigning* Its etymon } which is, the Eg>’ptian 
wordpoKg,, ROG, {forthc£gyptlan has properly no but renders itbyior/Ji.^ This 
word fignifies, \%io hunt, -warden ^ incendere; 'lA\y,acsnjiagratm,—in»ndiu?n; 3dly, 
wood prepared for the purpofe of hunting, or (Iriilly f redwood. Hence, the wood on 
which Abraham Irid Ifaac for the facrificc, in Gen. xxii. 9. is exprelTcd in the Egyp- 
tian venfon, roc, ana’, wiiA trie £atih itrmrnati’on, rock; ,* or rather ih the piurai', 

** fupra ROCer.” ' '• 
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Jj' *V ffi 

J Ci.)>^ 

}»^.3^ ^ ^ / *V* P^ 

« V » ia <J^ Ij fiX*ii 3* iljfc jj.# 

yj^l J W (^>^ ty' 

£^J^ .>.ilj l.» trf U 

vV" jA ^1*. Lr>A^ _,3 

c^l jhiJCi ^ Ja t^loJi y 

4S^J^ wUj I , ^Ij ^i, £s i^\j^S3 

>~ LiJW/" o.N£i^ Is5is» ts^ ^ (jjy* 
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' Ode of Hafiz — Tranjlated from the Perfan by 
William Ouseley, Pfq. 


THIS monkifli habit which I wear lhall ferve as a pledge for wincj 
and this unmeaning volume * ftiall be funk in an ocean of 
good liquor. 

jiHow have I wafted life I— as far as I can look around, we owe bur 
ruiri to the love of wine and diflipation. 

How remote is true meditation from the profeflion of a Derveifti, 
or a ftate of poverty I — My breaft is all on fire— my eyes 
full of tears. 

• The Koran, which fome of the Mohammedan Stufet, or monks, through an 
afleftation of exceilive devotion and religious zeal, carried conibntty in their bofoms. 
Hafiz alludes to this cufiom in the concluding diflich of another ode : 

aIam 

** I have not fecn, O Hafiz, any thing more delightful than your own verfes in^that 
^ ** Koran whidi you have in your bofom.** 

Thofe hypocritical Souhes, who In publick preached virtue and fobriety, and in fecret 
prafUfed every vice, are the frequent objedls of our poet’s ridicule and fatire. 

3 A 
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I fhall not tell the ftory of my enamoured heart to the world : or if 
I do tell it, it muft be to the found of the harp or violin *. 

As the fphere of the world thus moves round without intermiffion, 
my head is giddy with a paffion for the lovely cup-bearer, 
whilft my hand feizes the goblet of wine. 

From a miftrefs like thee, I can never turn away my heart — Yes— 
but if 1 do, at any time, it will be only from one of thy 
ringlets to another. 

When you fhall be old, Hafiz, then depart from the wine tavern: 
but firfl enjoy, whilft young, the pleafures of drinking and 
of convivial mirth. 


• Rthahy a violin of two ftnngs and a bow See Dr. Shaw’s Travels. 
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The Homance qf Cai Caus, who reigned an 
hundred and jifty Years ; and his going to 
Maxenderaun to fight the Deeves^ — Tranjlated 
from the Shah Namah Nefr, a Pei'Jian MS. iiv. 
the Sritijh Mitfeian f, (Hyde, hy the fame. 
Royal. 16 B. XIV.) 


IT is related that when king Cai Koha(i\ departed fiom this 
world, his fon, Cai Caus^, afeended the imperial throne, and 
placed on kis head the diadem, embofled with precious ilones. The 
univerfe flouriihed through his liberality and jufticej; no one fuffered 
from tyranny or oppreflion : he aflembled about him all the virtuous 
men and thofe who fpoke truth, and cauied all the wicked, unjuR, 
and thofe who bore falfe witnefs, to be hanged. So that the land 
of Iraua was like the gardens of the bleffed. After fome time paft 

* This chapter is intitled in the original manuferip t — 

f , ^ ^ j 

- + See No. III. p. 21S. 

t aUJ ijT (Cai Kobad) the firft monarch of the fecond dynafly of ancient Perfian 
kings, fumamed Catantans. 

§ i/ {Cai Caus) is fuppofed by fomc the Nimrod of fcilpture hifiory. 

3 A a 
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in this manner, it happened that king Cai^Caus made a feaft one 
day as fplcndid and delightful as a banquet of Paradife, or the month 
Fervardin, and* with the nobles of Iraun and the heroes renowned in 
war he quaffed wine, and enjoyed the harmony of mufical inftru- 
ments and during this conviviality a certain minflrcl came to the 
king’s gate, and faid to the Chamberlain, Inform your fovcrcign, 
“ Cat Cans, that 1 am aminfticl, who come from the court of the 
king of Mazenderaurit* and wifli to perform in the prcfcncc of 
the Perfian monarcli fomc airs of that country, and to fing before 
** him to my harp.” 

When the Chamberlain heard this, he went to Cai Caus, and 
faid, “ A minftrcl is come, and Hands at the king’s gate, and wiflics 
** for the honour of admittance to the royal prcfcncc, ’’—The king 
ordered him to be brought ; and when theminHrcl came before him, 
he play’d one of the airs of Mazenderaun., and fung forth the moil 
cxtras'agant praifes of that country, cxprcfling in his fong that 
Mazenderatin was at all fcafons of the year a perfeft paradife—the 
air of it always temperate, never too hot nor too cold — perpetually 
'yielding the rofes and other flowers of Spring, * 

When king Cai Caus heard from the minftrel thefe eulogiums of 
Mazendcraun, he fixed his heart upon the pofleflion of it, and told his 
chief warriors, Veo/, •f* and GudarSt and Giou, and Roham, and 
Giirkeen^ and Gujlehem^ that he was determined on the conqueft of 

* (Mazendcraun) a prD\!nM bordering the Cafpian Sea to the fouth. 
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that country, and would there ftrike the kettle-drum of victory, and 
trample all the Deeves * under his foot. 


When the Perfian warriors heard this they were confounded, and 
faid one to another, ** Surely the king muft be infane and'foolifh, 
** and in his folly has uttered thefe things; for none of the ancient 
kings ever thought of Ma-zenderaun^ though before this time 
“ there have been many illuftrious monarchs — ^Where has exifted 
“ fuch a prince as Gemiheed? his equal will never be; for 
** Deeves and Peries birds and fillies, all creatures w^re at his 
** command, yet he never entertained theralh defignof conquering 
.** Mazenderaun — neithfer did Feridoun nor Manucheher^ though 
** abounding in wealth and treafures, ever cherifli fuch a vain 
** hope. Now, this king will not Men to our advice j the only. 
** remedy left is to fend forlSaul jlthe fonof Saum, who may have 
** fufficient influence to diffoade the king from this enterprize, 
“ for he will take in good part the counfel of Zaul, whether it 
** accord with* his own defires or not, when he rejedls the advice 
** of all others.” They accordingly difpatched a meflengerto Zau/j 
who, on hearing what had happened, immediately ordered his 
horfe to be caparifoned with his faddle and furniture decorated with 
gold, and mounting him, fet forward on his journey. When the 

• A Dive or Deeve is reprefented in Perfian pi£hircs, as a frightful monfter with 
horns, talks, long talons, a tail, icc. but may, perhaps, be here tranflated a northern 
lavage, or a barbarian. 

t A Peri or fairy— An imaffiary crature, beautiful and amiable; A confraJl 
to the Dive or mah'gnant and hideous d*mon. 
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heroes and nobles of Irmot* knew of ZauVs arrival, they haftened 
to welcome him, and explained to him the nature of their bufinefs : 
“ King Caus,” 'replied Zaul, " is an obftinate and fclf-willed 
man, on whole mind the advice of others makes not any im- 
“ preflionj however, hnce it is the wiflr of my friends, I fliall go 
“ and remonftrate with him as one affl lifted ; if he attend to my 
counfel, all will be well; if not, the road is before us, and wc 
“ muft go.” 

When all the nobles came before the Icing and paid him Iheir 
obeifancc, he received the hero Zaul with many carc/Tes, and placed 
him near his throne, then alked the occafion of his journey, and 
made kind inquiries after Ruftam and Doudman, Zaul having 
thanked the king, and anfwered that liis family enjoyed tranquillity 
and health, added that lie heard the molt unpJeafant tidings and re- 
ports of Cai Caus’s intention to attempt the conqueR of Mazende- 
raufit although none of the former monarchs, illuftrious and power- 
ful as they were, had ever undertaken fo dangerous an enterprife, or 
ever conceived fuch a vain delign. ** If,” continued Zaul, *‘lhe£xe- 
“ cution of this projedi were poflible, the great Gen>Jhi'd, whom 
“ all the Deeves and Peries obeyed, ivould furely have performed it • 
“ inhistimej or, after him, the mighty Feridoun, or Manucheher, 
who far exceed you in treafures and in numbers of troops — ^yct 
** none of thefe ancient fovereigns indulged the ambitious hopes 

“ which you, inferior to them in wealth and power, chenfh in your 

.* (Iraun) the general name of the EImpire commonly called Perfta, from h* 

chief province Fars, or Farfiftan. 
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** heart, and which the evil fpirit Aherman muft: have inlpired you 
“ with, that he may lead you to deUntdion. We, Ohing! who 
** thus fpeak from the bittemefsof our hearts, befeech you to a€t 
** fo as to deferve the blelling of all men to the latefl: period, and 
'* not in fuch a manner as to caufe your name to be uttered with 
“ execrations. • But you are a mighty monarch — we your fiaves— - 
“ who fpeak from the lincerity and anxiety of our hearts : adl, 
** therefore, as you may think beft.** 

'When Cai Caus heard this fpeech of Zaul, he angrily replied, 
** I efteem myfelf far fuperior in every refpedl, both of wealth and 
“ power, to the ancient kings, and am refolved on attacking Ma- 
zenderaun ; if you are afraid, return to Seieilan, and there, with 
** your fon Ruftam, live in fafety and ignoble tranquillity, Your 
•* ab fence will net me.** 

WHien Zaul heard this ungracious Ipecch, he replied, O king ! 
** my words were fpoken with the mofl: friendly intent. Heaven 
** forbid, that you fliould, on fomc future day, have occafion.to 
think on my words in the bittemefs of fonow and repentance, 
“ when forrow and repentance fiiall be vain.** Having faid this, 
he went away, full of indignation, and, mounting his horfe, took 
the road to Schjlan ♦—leaving the nobles and chiefs of Irnun 
w'itliout hopes of relief from the evils which awaited them. 

Then the king ordered his general, Toot^ to caufc the drums of 


(SeidUn or Sqcftan) 
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war and the golden trumpets to be brought forth : and when the 
beating of the drums and blowing of the trumpets refounded through 
the country, the troops were afiembled and arranged for battle; a 
throne of gold was placed upon an elephant, on uhich tlic king 
mounted, and, fetiing forth, proceeded on the way towards Mazen- 
deraun from one Rage or Ration to another. And it is faid that he 
plundered and burnt every place through which he went, and 
gave not quarter to the Deeves, of any age or fex, who fell into his 
hands, but flew them all. In fliort, king Cai Caus thus proceeded 
till he came to the mountain of Afpruz *, at the foot of which the 
Sun fets ; there he beat the kettle drum of battle, and founded the 
trumpet of vi(n:ary, and pitching his tents with their rich hangings, 
he put to the fword all the Deeves of that place. 

'When intelligence of this reached the king of Mezenderaun^it 
was confounded and aRoniflied— and immediately fending ameflen- 
ger to the Deeve Sefeed or while giant, informed him that if he de- 
layed coming, the country would be depopulated, for that the king 
of Iraun had encamped on mount Afpruz, and that his immediate 
afliflance was neceffary to repel this powerful invader. When the 
XWstf’ bfvs.nd fhiSy 

“ Behold, I come, and fliall foon level with the earth all the-Perfians, 
“ with their king.fo that none hereafter Riall attempt theconqueRof 

Mazendaraun.” The giant having laid this, came on the Perfians 

like a cloud, and by magic power fmote the kingCai Caus wiihblmd- 
nefs, and all his troops, fo that the world was dark in their eyes. 
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Thus were they afflidted for fevcn days : bn the eighth morning' 
the Deeve Sefeed, roaring with a horrible voice, exclaimed, “ O 
“ creft-fallen king 1 why didft thou afpire to the conqueft of Ma- 
zenderaun?* Haft 'thou never heard of the Deeve Sefeed? Now 
in mifery and darknefs your days pafs away, and you fliall not 
efcape from me — ^your time is almoft come/* ' ' 

Then he placed twelve thoufand Deeves to guard the Perfians ; 
and, allowing them a fmall portion of food, barely fufficient to 
fupport life, (for they were expiring from hunger) he returned to 
his own dwelling, and fent to the king of Mazenderaun a meflenger, 
faying, Be no .longer alarmed* on account of thy- enemies, for I 
“ have ftruck them with blindnefs, fo that they cannot behold 
“ the light of the fun, and muft foon pine away in hopelefs 
“ mifery," i ■ 

After this, it is related, that, 'fuffcring from the evils which the 
Deeve Sefeed inflidled on him, Cai Caus repented his having come 
to Ma2endeniun, and called to mind 'the counfel of Zaul, 'Then 
he fent a certain man, who could ftill fee, defiring him to go with 
the fwiftnefs of a bird, and fay to Zaul, I liftened not to your 
advice, nor aftendcd'to yourcounfcl, till thus forced to repentance 
** by diftrefs and pain, L think on your words with forrow and 
** regret. For my fake, now begird ihyfelf quickly, and come to 
my relief, for if you delay, wc muft all periflr.*’ 

The meftenger, with the fwiftnefs of a bird, travelled incelTantly, 
without repofe or fleep; fo that in a few days he arrived at the 
3 fi 
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habitation of Zaul, and informed him of the deplorable fituation of 
the Perfians. 

When Zaul heard the melancholy talc, he uttered many lamenta- 
tions, and grieved that Cai Caus, in his obftinacy and pride, had 
rejeded his prudent admonitions, and in confequence' of that had 
fuffered mifery and difgrace. He then fought his fon Rujlam*^ and 
confulting with him, faid, O my fon, you muft prepare yourfelf 
“ for a great exploit, that your name may be celebrated as long as 
“ the World lafts ; for fuch exploits the Lord created you, and none 
“ more glorious can offer than the prefent, when you may liberate 
“ the king of Iraun from the chains of the Deeves, and afford him 
“ an afylum. Thus your name will .be famous in the world after 
** your death, and never fhall be forgotten. But you muft be ex- 
** peditious, for Cai Caus languifhes in the bonds of afflitftion, and 
** all our labour would be vain fliould he perifh through our 
“ delay.” 

Then Ruftam, the hero, faid to his father Zaul, ** I am at thy 
** difpofal, and ready to obey thy commands ; but how can Cai 
“ Caus live until I reach him ? I fear my labour will be given to 
“ the wind and fruitlcfs ; for they fay the place to which he went 

is diftant a journey of fix months: before which fpace of time 
” he will have ceafed to exift.” 

• (Ruftam) a hero as celebrated in romance by the Perfians as Hercules 

{whom he refembles in many refpefts) is by the Greeks. ' 
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Then Zaul faid to Ruftam, O my beloved fon ! there are two 
** roads which lead to Mazenderaun ; one, that ^ of /ix months 
“ journey, which Cai Caus travelled; and the other, of a fortnight, 

“ which lies through great fleeps and precipices, and is extremely 
** dangerous, being infefted with lions and dragons, and full of 
** magicians and Ghules’^: fo that no one ventures to go by that 
“ road, and even the eagles dare not fly that way. But do you, 
my fon, take this Ihorter road, for God will be your protedlor; 

“ and through his help the life of Cai Caus Will be laved by your 
hand, and I fhall offer up prayers night and day that I may behold * 
“ you return in fafety.” 

I 

The hero Ruftam confentcd to take the Ihort and dangerous road ; 
and, putting on his war-drcfs and armour, faflening his mace to 
the pummel of his faddle, and his Gumand^ or noole fo the flirrup 
leather, mounted on his charger Rakejh J, and fet forward without an/ 
companion or attendant. It is laid, that at the time of his fctting 
out, Rudabab §, his mother, with eyes full of tears, came and faid 
to him, “ O my fon! are you going to Mazenderaun — will you 
•* leave me to lament your abfence ? God knows whether I lhall 
“ ever behold you more.” Kuflam replied, “Kind mother! this 
“ adventure has not been one of my own chuflng, but is the dif- 

• (Ghule) a dxmon of the woods, a nJghNhag, a monflcr that devours 
carcalTes, &c. 

"t By flinging tfiis noofe over an enemy, the Periian warrior was able to en- 

tangle and drag him oflT his horfe • it allb ferved to bind the hands of a prifoner. 


^ B a 
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** pcnfaiion of fate and my own.fortune : therefore what can I do? 
“ Be thou, my niother, at cafe on my account, and grieve not.” 
Ha\ing faid this, and tenderly embraced his parents, he departed, 
and, ^^ithout repofe, travelled onwards by night as Uell as day. 

Now we proceed to relate the adventures of the Heft Khan^ or 
Seven Stages. 


\^Q be continued. '\ 


A Catalogue of Oriental Mantferipts, chiefy 
relatmg to the Hflory, Antiquities, and Geo- 
graphy, the Laxus and Literatux'e of HiN” 

DOOSTAUN *. 


No. I . Acber Namch juU Hiftbry of the emperor Acber, 
by tliat learned and moft accompliflicd hiftorian, the celebrated Ahnu 


* This \crr valuable collcflion of Arabick and Perfian hranufcripis w-asotlgiraUy 
form'd in Bengal by Jonathan Seotr, Lfq. Utc Perfun ScCfctsrj io ihc Gdvemor- 
Gmcral of Inda, Warren Hartings, Efq. and tranflator pf rerifhta** 

Drecan, Memoir* of Eradut Klian, Ac. Tljcfe MbS. arc now tp be fold (with a 
large coIlc^Uon of JfHlun paintings) and nuj be Inrpeilcd at Meflri. Cadell 
Da^ic'», bookfcllcr*, in the SiratuJ, London. 



o 


!797J ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 369 . 

his confidefitidl minifter. This w6rk is confidered as a 
model of fine writing, and contains the fiilleft accounts of the affairs 
of Hxndooftaun— In three volumes, fol. ' 

No*. 2.^ Tarikh Gujerat^ ’^he hlffoiy of the once* 

flourifhing kingdom of Guzerat, now part of the Mahralta domi- 
nions, (excepting Surat and fome other European fettlements^) A 
moll entertaining work, large 8vo. finely, written. 

3. Kunze or the Treafury : a complete body of the Mo- 

hammedan laws ; tranflated from Arabick into Perfian, with a 
variety of marginal and interlineary notes. A very rare and valuable 
MS. foL 

4. Rokaat *1*^ A volume of mifcellaneous letters. and papers 
relative to Hindooftaun— Written in a fine hand, 410. 

5. Guliffan, or Garden of Rofes, by the celebrated 

Sadi of Shiraz. This work has been tranllated into Latin, by the 
learned Gentius, under the title of Rofarium Politicum, 8vo. 

6. Kouaied al Sultanet 4rJk]uJ)4Xj1^ Regulations of State, by 
the Bramin Chunderbaun. A curious account of the court of Shah 
Jehan, emperor of Hindooftan— thin fol. 

7. Inftia-i-Luttif 'LiJt or excellent forms of letter writing, 

and corre/pondence on all fubje< 5 ls', in the moll cdrre( 5 l and elegant 
language — 8vo. ‘ 
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No. 8. Ahwal Sikkaun Hiftoiy of the Seiks, a 

new and moft extraordinary race in India, who have lately rendered 
themfelves very formidable.^ A rare and curious MS. 8vo. 

9. Tarikh Padfliahan Humaioun f . 

tory of the illuftrious emperors of Hindoollaun — 8vo. 

10. KeflTaied Oorfi ^5^ The elegiack poems of Oorfi, 

a celebrated poet of Shiraz, whofe works are extremely rare — 8vo. 

1 1 . Wakiah Neamut Khan Ali ,yU Ljkt iTuU; Memoirs 
by Neamut Khan Ali, a celebrated fatirift and wit in the court of 
Aurungzebe. This is a moft curious work, exhibiting anecdotes 
of private characters, deferibed in a humorous and entertaining 
ftile — lamo. 

I a. A fmall collection of curious anecdotes in Arabick, fairly 
written, and very ufeful as leftbns. 

13. Tankh Shah Shujaai Hiftory of the fultan 

Shujah, brother to the emperor Aurungzebe, by whom, in a contel? 
for the empire, he was driven to Arracan, on the confines of Bengal, 
where, with his family, he was llain by the Rajah of that country. 
A moft curious and interefting narrative, written by Mohammed 
Mafoom, an officer of his court — 8vo. , ’ 

14. Haftiia Meer Kibti ^ A commentary on the 

Koran by Meer Kibti, in Arabick<«8vo. 
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No. 15. Aulumgeer Nameh The hiftoiy of Aulum- 

gcer, emperor of Hindooftaun, commonly called Aurungzebe, by 
Kaffim Khan.' A very curious and Interefling account of that 
monarches important reign— a fine MS. large 8vo. 

16, Tarikh Aulum Aral Abafiy The hif- 

tory of Pcrfia during the reign of the Abbaflides, A moft valuable 
work, by Secander Beg— a fine MS. large 8vo. (This volume 
contains but half of the work.) 

{17. Tarikh Aliverdi Khan Hiftory of 

Aliverdi Khan, Nabob of Bengal, famous for his Hand againft the 
Mahrattas* invafion. (HisTucccflbr was Suraje Dowlah, who was 
depofed by Jafier Khan and the Englifh, under Lord Clive, ii>-i757) 
A MS. beautifully written— 8vo. 

18. Sulm al Eloum ^ A difeourfe on Oratoiy, in 

Arabick, by Cazi Mohibullah — 8vo. ’ 

19. Mafir Aulumgeeri, Annals of the emperor 

Aurungzebe’s whole ^reign. A ve^ rare work^ and of the highefi: 
reputation in India — 8vo. , 

ao. Tarikh Rohillah Hiftory of the Rohillahs, a 

tribe of Afghans, or Patans, conquered by Shujah ad Dowlah and 
the Englifh in 1774 — 8vo. 

21. Rokaat Jami Letters by the celebrated poet, 

Jami — a very rare MS. 8vo. 
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No. 22. Jehangeer Nameh xAj -The hiftory of Hin- 

dooftaun during the reign of the emperor Jehangeer — A 4to. MS. 
written in a beautiful hand, and uncommonly correct. 

23. Kar Nameh Jehangeer ^*^4^ jls Journal of the 
tranfadlions of the emperor Jehangeer, written by himfelf. Avery 
curious work— 1 2mo, 

24. Mujmoo al Kaub *..^1 Terms of addrefs ufed in 

correfpondcnce with all ranks of ibciety. A moft ufeful work to 
thofe engaged in commercial affairs with India — 8vo. 

25. Tarikh Baijapore The hiftory of the province 

of Beijapour, by Ferifhta, the celebrated hiflorian of Hindooftaun.* 
This volume contains his account of Golconda, Ahmednaguf, Be- 
rar, &c. &c. written in a moft beautiful hand— large and thick 4to. 

26. Another volume, large 4to. of Feriftita*s works, containing 
the hiftory of Qu2erat, &c. 

■27. Another volume of Fcrifhta’s works, containing the hiftory 
of Dekkan — <jto. ' 

28. Another volume of the fame, containing the hiftory of the 
Patans, Moguls, &c. &c. 

N. B. Thefe four volumes comprift the whole works of the cele- 
brated hiftorian, Feriflita. 
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No. 29. Shere-Shah Nameh ^ Ahiftoryof the Afghan 

ufurper, Shere Shah, who depofed the emperor Humaioun—a very 
rare MS. 4to. 

30. A large volume Containing, a great variety of mifcellaneous 
eflays, &c. in Arabick, mofl elegantly written— the pages ruled 
with gold lines, &c. 

31. An odlavo volume containing part of the celebrated work, 

Ayeen Akbery, well known by the excellent tranflation 
of Mr, Gladwin. , 

32. Ferokhfere Nameh /uU Hiftory of the emperor 

Ferokhfere— a valuable and curious work, beautifully written — in 
one vol. 4to. 

33. Mafir jehangeeri called alfo the Tozuk Jc- 

hangeeri or annals of the emperor Jehangecr— a 

very finely-mitten MS. in one large 410 vol. — containing a moft 
interefting account of the important reign of jehangeer. 


[To be continued ** 
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Sketches of Perjian Zoology — TratifatecL from 
the Ajaieb al Makbloucat, v^u^)-or Won- 

ders of Creation *, by W. Ouseley, Efq. 


THE Lion (fee the plate, fig i.) called {a«!) in the 

Arabick language; Sheer (^) in Perfian,— 'is the king of beafis, 
and fo fuperior to them all in ftrength and boldnefs, that none can 
rcfift him. It is faid that, from the generofity of his nature, he has 
not any particular enemy among the hearts ; and that he eats only 
the heart of his prey, leaving the rell of the body for other creatures 
to feed on, and never approaches it a fecond time. He loves the 
found of the Deff and the Shaneb 'f'. They fay .that when he roams 
at night, (hould he perceive any diftant light, he approaches it, and, 
gazing on it, his rage fubfides : and they likewife fay that he hurts 
not, unlefs prefled by extreme hunger, any perfon who fubmits to 


• Of this celebrated and ancient work feme account has been already given in the 
former numbers of thefe Colle£hons, pages i6, 131, 3 X 4 , 397 » Theauthor, 

Zakariah hen Mohammed, furnamed Al Ceavini, may be efleemed the Pliny of the Eall. 
From one of the two copies in my poflelTion I have taken the figures of the Lion and 
UtaZiraffah; the Jsus and arc cojHcd from drawings in the MS- insrlccd 

5603, {Plut. XXXIV. B.) prefcTYcd in the Britifh Mufeum. 
t Two mufical mfttuments. 
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him without refiftance. When lick, he eats the flefh of an ape or 
a baboon, and his difeafe leaves him : he is for the moll: part liable 
to feverifli affeftions, on which account the fever is Riled Dar-aU 
afad, jti). If a thorn happen to Rick in any part of his body, 
he eats of the plant or root called Saad, a kind of galingale,) 
and the thorn comes forth : but if he Ihould have any confpiciious 
wound or any fpot excoriated, the flies fix on that Ipot, and never 
^ leave it until the lion be deRroyed. It is alfo reported, that he runs 
away from a white cock," and is /cared by the Rriking together of 
cups or bafons. All other creatures fly at tlie found of his voice, 
except the afs, who, being dull and flow, cannot efcape. But when 
the lion is hungry, he does not roar, leR the game fliould be alarmed. 
The ant is as much the enemy of the lion, as the gnat is of the 
elephant.* 

The lion has a veiy Rrong fmcll : his eyes feem to dart forth 
fla/hes of fire in the dark. The failors declare that when 
they faRcn their boat to a hook or to a tree, the lion approaches, 
arid, knowing that fome perfon muft come to loofe the rope, .he 
Rretches himfelf out, and crouching with his body clofe to the 
ground, he w'ails ddl the perfon goes to take the rope, that he may 
feize him. 

Medicir.al Properties, 

If the brains of a lion be mixed with old oil, and applied as an 
ointment to a difeafed limb, the part w’ill be healed. -Whofoever 
3c 2 
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fliall carry about with him the tooth of a lion, will not be affefled 
by the tooth-ache. If any one eat a little of the lion*s gall, it wzll 
render him valiant^, &c. &c. 


^The Panther or Lynx^ (%. 2.) Mahad in Arabick, called 

by the Perfians Touz is a vciy beautiful creature, being fpotted 
in an extraordinaiy manner ; of a furious and irritable difpofition, 
but, contrary to the nature of the leopard, he may he rendered fami- 
liar with man. It is faid that he follows the lion when about to 
devour his prey, and that the Hon leaves him a part. When fick 
he eats the flefli of a dog, and his difeafe leaves him. It is pro- 
bable that the ftrange beaft, called GouJJjal^ may be the offspring of 
an Touz and a bear. 


The Anahy (fig. 3.) (oUe) Arabick, called by the Perfians Siah- 
gou/^. (lAj-f black^eared, \% a quadruped larger than the 

dog, and of great beauty; it is of adarkifti colour, fomething te- 
fembling that of a camel ; its ears arc black. It hunts its prey in 
the fame manner as the lynx or panther, Touz ). It exhibits 

• There follows here, in the original MS. a long lift of the properties in medicine, 
which the various parts of the lion’s body are laid to poflefs. Thefc I rc/erve for a 
future occafion. 
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wonderful fagacity in taking the crane, 
cine we know not any thing. 
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Of its properties in medi- 


The Camelopard^ (fig. 4 .) in Arabick called Ziraffah, * 
filled by the Perfians Shutur Gaaio Peleni ^)- refem- 

bling in many jefpedls thofe three animals* the camel, (Jljutur) the 
ox, (gaw) and the leopard, (pelenk.) His head is like that of the 
camel j his horns like thofe of anox'f*; his fldn like that of the 
leopard ; his neck is extremely long % his fore legs alfo long, the 
hind ones fhort— In his form altogether he fomewhat refembles the 
camel. It is faid that he is produced between the fhe-camel of 
Abjflinia and the wild bull. 

The naturalift, Talmas, informs us that in the fouthem regions, 
near the equinoftial line, during the fummer feafon, when a pro- 
digious number of beafls aiTemble together, a flrange and wonderful 
variety of creatures is produced by their intermixtures. Such as 
the Zlraffah, the Sima, ^he Ayar, (^1^) and others. The 

Ziraffab is a wonderful animal : of its medicinal properties we 
know not any thing. The Governor of Temen (Arabia Felix) fent 

♦ This word ty fome Europeans is written Giraffe. 

t The MS. preferved in the BritiOi Mufeum gives a painted reprefcfttation of the 
Ziraflah, which correfponds, in rcfpc«fi to the horns, with this dcfcriplion. I have, 
however, faithfully copied the drawing in mj own MS. 
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a Ziraffah to the Khalif Mojlanfa *, which lived fora fliort while, 
but died at Bagdad when the cold feafon approached. 

• This Khalif began to reign in the year of the Hegira 623, (A. C. 1226.)— 
Our author, Zakariah al CazNini, died in the year of the Hegira 674, (A. C. 1275:) 
fo that his work muft have been compofed within a few years after the death of that 
Khalif. 


Turldjh Sonnet by Nuva. 


*— fi **!;{ yi 
' > jLjS 

3 " It^yaSj 

*b' cuV* 


Ij *r 3-1^^^ 
SV «■■*« * ^1) 

■ » 3^^ J**i Ij 

. — iii< 

» — >5'^ vy }j 

.u_JU.U .Tji jl 

^ jJb ^ 
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Arahick Poem froin the Divan of Abu’l fadhl 
Zolieir ben Mohammed ben Ali Al-Mobalebbi, 

o' at 3^' ji' 

a MS. in Pqffejfion of the Editor. 


(.OUJ CliS 

V jOI U 

VJ*” g* i 

4- J.ii* » ( « > 1 

tjMUj 1 <Xe^ 

« " (JnUU 

<>v« 

ywXJ ^ 


J i isuu U) 

»* 

jjio ^Slxlt 

J * **5 J 


Sfi uLmxII 
fj) 
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Perjlart Sonnet bij Jatmi. 

3' < 3 >® 


^Lt jul^ 

l^ju AjIsCi ^JL£b 

|wU ijS a)U> pJkM ^jS 

yU^li^ ^<yS f'yji 

pjL ijj JuUla. \jS A?yAx* 

3jii jy\y fjX*^ C *A X ^ ji 

\j3 j} jtt, 

\y A»l*w I jji* Cj>mi jh 

foLj \jS A>b jA jA 

jJ” jA Am J-Saj •*>*» j* 

ijS AjlgiM Cij^^ iJKj jAJLT 
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Elegy by the Perjian Poet Khacani. 


jjjlSU- 0«>iMaS 




1**1 * **11 ^ ^ mX^ 

f ^ 4^ 


*«w f . ^UaJU« J?>*xj' 


. ■ At iIa«X4? j 2 xf»z 

l,^ .. g ? ^ AmS 


i«X> *» Oj; ^ 0**W ^ 


c.!^ CtMt^sXi tsl^JuwJLm 

(^lii J JLjHt AtsS fjSj Ij 

3 D 
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aijT t^4=- 

f ^ f-^ ^ AiwJLm iU 

jS L-*]j jl Aj- ^ ^ AiU 

« «1^ ^ 

^__li J ^ Ua! 

Clj' if-2> j' (jjlSL. J3 ji 


u ^ \jy‘ /=-* j* 

Ljl o Ljs ^1 


a!Lo 

Sj4>j> 


r’ — •’ ^ 

I 4^UaX-. 


f f' »A-. jJU j1 






ORIENTAL COLLECTIONS. 


Mifcellaneotis Plate. 


FIG.^i.(rA^fiIvcr coini^with infcriptio'ns^n^ie'Cufick cham<^lcr^^^ * 
lately found^in.Irelanll-^from a drawingY^nt ToYhc Editor bj'-Gen^'* 
Vallancey, mine^r/irbrn ^vhichthc fol!o\ving pafiagc is extracted: 

-‘"'’v' Jo] 


** In. the Hiftory of the Arabs7p(ynivcrfal 
Vol. I. and 11 ,) wc haTC an acc(^mt of a ^eomjXvith a Cr(;ff infcrip-^ 
tion, found ,on the fliorc of the\i?/rXv<r<f.’ Thisjpart of^the hiildry ? 
is fuppofed to have been drawn up by the late Dr. S\vin’ton»'“^vhicnr'y r 
I beg to tranfenbe. . e ? '''r kc'i’[ 

♦ The following year being the f8i“ of the Hcjra, cornmencing"" ' 


March 5'*’, 797, the Klialif recalled his brotlier Abdallah Ebn A 1 
Mohdi from Egypt, and fent Ifmael Ebn Saleh thither to take the 


* government of thaM;ountry upon him. About this time dnhms 

* were ftruck in the "miiiftliat lnd^Occfi*fet”up-at Snurh:,*Sardi or 

* Sariyah, a very confiderablc city of Taltnjfafi or Tabrejian • one of 

them, coined there the piec^mg year^having been*^ffcovered’on 


‘ the coaft of the Baltick, im^ar^om Danlzick^Jn the year 1722. 
* On one fide are the following words, tiCthe citj of Saurai 180, 


» rrr^-Jr? 'jrjrr 


t rr- 
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‘ (1. e. the i8o‘'’ of the Hcjra, which anfwers to part of the years 

* of Chrift 796, 797.) The rcvcrfe exhibits the following infcrip- 
‘ tion, Mohammed is the Apojlle of God; may God be propitious to 
‘ htm, and make him happy — In the Khalifat of Al Rafid Jaafar. 
‘ Mr. Kehr imagines that a great number of thofe pieces were ftruck 

* m the 180^^ year of the Hejra by Al Ralhid, before he jfet out 
‘ from Baghdad on his expedition againft the Greeks, ''and put into 
‘ the military cheft, m order to animate the foldiery, and»induce 

* them to diftinguilh themfelves in an extraordinary manner, in 
‘ which, perhaps, he may not be very remote from truth. We 
‘ have been enabled, by the alliftance of the Rev. and learned Dr. 

* Hunt, Profeflfor of Hebrew and Arabick, Oxford, to infcit all 

* the particulars recorded in Ebn Shonah^s hiftory from the com- 
‘ mencemenc of the 512^*' of the Hejra, the laft mentioned in Er- 

* penius’s edition of Al Makin. This performance has likewifc 
‘ been enriched with the fubftance of fome critical MS. notes on 
‘ Abu*l Faraf which not leldom corredl Dr. Pocock^s Latin verfion 

* of that author, now in the pofleflion of the Rev. J. Swinton, M. A. 

* of Chrift*s College, Oxford; as well as with Kehr*s obfervations 

* upon the Arabic coin found on the coaft of the Baltick in 1723, 

* adorned with inferiptions in the Cufc charadler, and other valuable 
‘ pieces, either hitherto inedited, or at prefent extremely difficult to 

* be procured.* 


“ If you think this worthy of a place in your Oriental Collec- 
tions, I fhall be obliged to your readers, who may happen to have 
A'VAr’s work in their pofleflion, to compare this coin with that given 
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The book is not to be found in any of our public libraries 


Dublin, Jan. 30. 


C, V. 


Fig. 2. From the impreflion of a brafs fcal, of the fame fize — 
In pofleflion of the Editor. « 

Fig. 3 and 4. Jcwifli Taliiman of /ilver, found in Ireland, of 
the fame fize — From a drawing communictfted by Gen. Vallancey; 
who remarks that the charadlers arc raifed and a little worn, except 
the fourth line of fig, 3. confifting of the letters ‘ 7 N’nNn, which 
are engraved. On the reverfe (fig. 4.) is a figure with a mitre and 
feeptre, on a car drawn by eagles, with another figure fitting oppofite: 
round the exergue arc the words macnitudine dierum satu- 
rates. The whole highly relieved, and fomewhat worn.' The 
chara^ers and ornaments of fig. 4. at the bottom, are all engraved. 

Fig. Head^of the princefs Ze/A al Niffa, UjjI <^j (the orna- 
ment of 'the fair fex) fifler to the emperor Aurungzebe — From an 
original painting in the colIe€lion of Jonathan Scott, Efq. of Netley 
in Shropfhire. 

Fig. 6. The mufical notes, with the words in their proper 
charadler, of a Bengalee tune— Communicated by Gore Oufeley, Efq. 

• De Script. Kafic, vide Cl. Kchr in DIflert. cui Tit. Monarch. Afiatic. Saracen. 
Status. Lipfix A. D. 1724 cd. Morton’s Tabic of Alphabets, bottom of the Cufic 
charaflets. ’ 
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Member of the Afiatick Society. Thefe words, in European cha- 
radlers, may be written as follows : 

BnnSeer pootare dboner hoeea 
Been Kurbar chat Lala 
yatee loeebar chat 
Mogul pataner betee 


Queries, A7ifii>ers, and Notices. 

To lie EJilor of the Oriental Collections. 

SIR, 

In the learned Bayer's Hijloria Regni Gracorum BaElriant, 
p. 30. we find three words given in the Sanferit charadler, both in 
found and fenfe perfedlly Perfian thefe words are exprelTed thus in 
European letters, Scha Schkandur Padafeba ; and however difguifed 
by their Sanferit drefs, are fimply the ©UaU oU of the Per- 
fians. On the fubjcdl of the proper name Sekandurt 1 have nothing 
to fay : but permit me to alk, whether Shah and Padtjhab are ufed 
in the fame fenfe in the Perfian .and Sanferit ? 

In another part of this very ingenious work, (p. 8.) the learned 
auilior gives alfo in Sanferit charaSers two other Perfian nords, 
Khoo Kafer, wliich, however, he adds, would be written or called 
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in Perfian (mom infidelis,) This ftill leaves us in igno- 

rance ^vhether thele words are equally Sanfcrit and Per/ian. I ac- 
knowledge my fuipicions that the learned Bayer was deceived by his 
two Multan inftrudors, (vide p. 10.) An anfwer to my query 
will much oblige, 

SIR. 

Your obedient fervant, 
Philologus. 


Ttl, ig. 


To the query of L. D. (page 192) on the literal meaning of the 
words Forz Kadlh, (Stevens* tranflation of Teixeira’s Hiftory of 
Perfia, p. 98,) the Editor begs leave to anfwer, that in the original 
Spaniih, (ForcKadin, p., 100,) as in Stevens* Englilh, there is a 
typographical error. Thcfe words are to defcribc what, in the pro- 
per charafters, would be written ( the ancient Ferfian lan^ 

gtiagCy) and may be exprefled in Englifh by Fours'* Kadeem>—~ 
Teixeira and Stevens have changed the m in the latter word into n. 
Similar errors abound in their works, which pofTefs, notwithftanding, 
confiderable merit. Teixeira (p. 127, &c.) and, after him, Stevens, 

write Baharon for Baharam, Sagijlam for Sajejlem, 

or ^U:**j*« (p. 42, 43, &c.) It is impoflible to fay whether thele 
ancient infcrlptions were .written in the Arrt/iv-headed or PerfepoHtan 
charadler, — tlie Zend, or the Pchlavi. 

• Thus Chardin writes it in a MS. note. See p. 94 of the Second Number of 

thefc CoUciUons. 
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ExtiaB of a Letter from G. P. Efq. ‘to the Editor^ concerning the 
Arabic and Perfe terms contained in the Englijh tranfation of the 
Gentoo Code. 


- .. ■ The late Mr. Richardfon, in his Dijfertation on 

Eafern Nations ^ &c. Part I. c. i. tracing the progrefs of the Perfian 
and Arabian languages in the Eaft, has the following obfervation: 

“ That which has chiefly aftomfhed me, is to find Arabic tech- 
“ nically ufed, even in the Code of Gentoo Laws, If fuch words 
** are adlually in the original Shanfcrity it is a circumft.ince which 
will require a nice explanation: for, upon general principles, we 
** muft, on that ground, queftion the antiquity of thofe laws, having 
“ at prefent no foundation to believe, that the Arabic was iruro- 
** duced into Hindoftan earlier than the Mohammedan invafion, 
“ A. D. 708, during the Khalifat of the firft A 1 Walid. But if 
“ they are not in the original Shanferit, and only occur in the Perfian 
tranllation by the Pundits, there appears to be the fame impro- 
* ‘ priety in their modernizing or tranflating thofe ancient law w’ords, 
“ as there would have been, had Sir William Blackftone given only 
“ the EngliQi of fuch terms as certiorari or feri facias, and omitted 
** the original names of the writs.” Some of thefe wo;-ds Mr. R- 
produces in a note, and then remarks ; ** Thefe fumifli a fuflicient 
“ ground for inquir}’.” 

Having taken notice of this paflage to a particular friend, he was 
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’fo obliging as to fubmit it for the opinion of our great and learned 
Shanfcrit authority, who at once removed all difficulty or doubt to 
which it could give rife, by Rating the fimple fadt. It appears that 
the learned tranflator of the Gentoo Code procured its tranflation from 
Shanfcrit into Perfian by means of a Pundit, who extended his 
verfion to the very technical law words j notwithftanding the im- 
propriety of the meafure, remarked fo jullly by Mr. Richardfon. 
Thus it happened, that terms occurring in the Perfian language, 
whether of Perfian or Arabian original, became introduced into the 
Engliffi tranflation of the Gentoo Code of laws, in place of the 
genuine Shanfcrit terms which exift in the original text. 

As this is a matter defcrving of notoriety,-— fince the obfcurity or 
indecifion of the queftion may favour too much the growth of theory 
and fyRem, thofe common impediments to the progreilion of truth,— 
it feems entitled to a place in your CoUeSlions. 


To- tihr jSldii/r i^hr z Cy7Z i:£\rri’o*AV. 

SIR, 

' There are three points to which I would willingly diredl 
the attention of your antiquarian Orientalifts, as my own ignorance 
of the Afiatick languages precludes any poffibility of my inveHigating 
them myfelf, Thefe arc, firfl, to afceitain what traditions exift in 
Eajleni MSS, concerning Amazons — the fecond, in chronological 

3E 
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ExtiaSi of a Letts} from G. P. Efq.'to the Udttoi ^ concerning the 
Arabic and Perfic terms contained, in the Englijb tranfatwn of the 
Gentoo Code. 

. -■ ■ The late Mr. Richardfon, in his Dijfertatm on 

Eajia n Nations^ &c. Part I. c i . tracing the progrefs of the Perfian 
and Arabian languages m the Eaft, has the following obfervation: 

“ That which has chiefly aftomflied me, is to find Arabic tech- 
“ nically ufed, even m th& Code of Gentoo Laws. If fuch words 
“ are adlually in the original Shanfcrity it is a circumflance which 
“ will require a nice explanation for, upon general principles, we 
** muft, on that ground, queftion the antiquity of thofe laws, having 
** at prefent no foundation to believe, that the Arabic was intro- 
“ duced into Hindoflan earlier than the Mohammedan invafion, 
A. D. 708, during the Khalifat of the firfl A 1 Walid. But if 
‘ ‘ they are not in the original Shanfent, and only occur in the Perfian 
“ tranllation by the Pundits, there appears to be the fame impro- 
“ priety in their modernizing or tranflating thofe ancient law words, 
** as there would have been, had Sir William Blackftone given only 
“ the Englifli of fuch terms as certiorari or fen facias^ and omitted 
“ the original names of the writs ** Some of thefe words Mr. R* 
produces m a note, and then remarks : Thefe furnifh a fufHci^t 

“ ground for inquiry.’* 

Having taken notice of this paffage to a particular inend, he was 
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'fo obliging as to fubmit it for the opinion of our great and learned 
Shanfcrit authority, who at once removed all difficulty or doubt to 
which it could give rife, by Rating the fimple faft. It appears that 
the learned tranflator of the Gentoo Code procured its tranflation from 
Shanfcrit into Perfian by means of a Pundit, who extended his 
verfion to the very technical law words ; notwithlhnding the im- 
propriety of the meafure, remarked fo juftly by Mr. Rxchardfon. 
Thus it happened, that terms occurring in the Perfian language, 
whether of Perfian or Arabian original, became introduced into the 
Englifh tranflation of the Gentoo Code of laws, in place of the 
genuine Shanfcrit terms which exill in the original text. 

As this is a matter defcrving of notoriety,— fince the obfcurity or 
indecifion of the queftion may favour too much the growth of theory 
and fyflem, thofe common impediments to the progreffion of truth,— 
it feems entitled to a place in your ColIeSiions. 


7a tdv t^k-O&SCfCTAC. Ci7CC£xrrxxjR'S‘. 

SIR, 

There are three points to which I would willingly diredl 
the attention of your antiquarian Orientalifts, as my own ignorance 
of the Afiatick languages precludes any poffibilily of my invefligating 
them myfelf. Thefe are, firfl, to afcertain what traditions exifl in 
Eajiem MSS, concerning the jdmazons — the fecond, in chronological 
3E 
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order, what anecdotes remain in them of Xenobia^^t third, an 
hiftory of the Crufades^ entirely drawn from Oriental authorities. — 
There are many readers by whom thefe are confidered as defiderata 
befides, 

SIR, 

Yours, &c, 

Feh. 2. 

Antiquariolus. 


Proposals have been lately circulated by Mr. Debrett for pub- 
lifhing annually An AJiatic Rcgifter^ or ** a view of the Hiftory, 
“ Politics, Commerce, and Literature of H'tndujlan; together with 
“ a connedled detail of the principal occurrences, civil, military, 
“ and commercial of Britifh India,** This work is to be con- 
duced by perfons well qualified, it is faid, for the talk which they 
have undertaken. It is to form an oCavo volume, and will be fold 
at a moderate price. 


The continuation of the Oriental CoUeBtons, and the undertaking 
which we have juft announced, will fufficiently prove to the lovers 
of Eaftcrn literature, that their favourite ftudy is no longer confined 
to a few individuals,* and that their tjffbrts to promote the.difiufion 
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of it, vriW. meet with publick encouragement. It is, however, much 
to be lamented that fuch encouragement was not held out, when the 
ingenious author of a Perfian Grammar* conceived the ufeful, in- 
terefting, and fplendid proje^ of publifhing, in the original cha- 
racter and language, fome of the mod valuable productions of 
Eaftem writers. We may hope, perhaps, that it is not yet too late j 
and that the following pafTage from Sir William Joneses Preface to 
X,aili Majnun^ may induce that gentleman to execute his defign, and 
convince the publick of its importance and utility. 

** The incorreCtnefs of modem Arabian and Perfian books is 
truly deplorable; nothing can preferve them in any degree of 
«* accuracy but the art of printing? and if Afiatick literature fhould 
“ ever be general, it muft diffufe ilfclf, as Greek learning was dif- 
fufed in Italy after the taking of Condantinople, by mere im- 
“ preflions of the bed manuferipts, without verfions or comments, 
** which future fcholars would add at their leifure to future editions, 
“ "But no printer could engage in fo expenfive a bufinefs without the 
“ patronage and the purfe of monarchs or dates, or focieties of 
** w'ealthy individuals, or, at lead, without a large publick fub- 
“ fcrlption.” 


It being the main objeCt of thefe Collections to dimulate-the 
attention of the publick fo Oriental learning; and the Sacred 


►^The Pcrlian Interpreter, •fcy’ the Ikv. Mr. Moifcs, of NcwcalUe. 
3 E a 
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der, what anecdotes remain in them of Tienobia — the third, an 
ftory of the Crufades, entirely drawn from Oriental authorities.— 
here ate many readers by whom thefe are confidered as defidenila 
fides, 

SIR. 

Yours, &c. 

Feh. 2. 

Antiquariolus. 


Proposals have been lately circulated by Mr. Debrett for pub- 
hing annually An Afiatic Regifler^ or “ a view of the Hiftory, 
Politics, Commerce, and Literature of Wniujlan; together with 
a connedied detail of the principal occurrences, civil, military, 
and commercial of Britiih India.** This work is to be con- 
adted by perfons well qualified, it is faid, for the talk which they 
we undertaken. It is to form an odlavo volume, and will be fold 
a moderate price. 


The continuation of the Oriental ColleSlions, and the undertaking 
'hich wfe have juft announced, will fufficiently prove to the lovers 
f Eaftern literature, that their favourite ftudy is no longer confined 
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f it, will meet with publick encouragement. It is, however, much 
I be lamented that fuch encouragement was not held out, when the 
igenious author of a Perfian Grammar* conceived the uferul, in- 
reibng, and fplendid projedt of publifliing, in the original cha- 
idler and language, fome of the moll valuable produdlions of 
allem writers. We may hope, perhaps, that it is not yet too late j 
id that the following palTage from Sir William Joneses Preface to 
,aili Majmmy may induce that gentleman to execute his delign, and 
invince the publick of its importance and utility. 

“ The inconedtnefs of modern Arabian and Perfian books is 
truly deplorable; nothing can preferve them in any degree of 
accuracy but 'the art of printing : and if Aliatick literature Ihould 
ever be general, it mu/l diffufe itfelf, as Greek learning was dif- 
fufed in Italy after the taking of Conftantinople, by mere im- 
prefiions of the bell manuferipts, without verfions or comments, 

' which future fcholars would add at their leifure to future editions, 

‘ But no printer could engage in fo expenlive a bulinefs without the 
‘ patronage and the purfe of monarchs or Rates, or focieties of 
‘ wealthy individuals, or, at leaft, without a large publick fub- 
* feription.” 


It being the main objedl of thelc CoUeiSions to Rimulate-the 
ittention of the publick to Oriental learning; and the Sacred 


*^Thc Perfian Interpreter, ^by'the Rev, Mr. Moifes, of Newcaflle. 
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Books, to ufe the language of Mr. Giblo;i*, “ if confidercd but 
“ as human produdions, deferving to be lludied as one of the moft 
“ curious and original monuments of the Eaft it will neither be 
out of place to announce, nor to exprefs pleafure in announcing, 
that the Rev. Henry Lloyd, Regius Profejfor of Hebrew at 
Cambridge f has undertaken topublifli from the German, Eichhorn’s 
Introdudion to the Old Tejlament^ a work of the utmoft importance 
to Biblical learning, notwuhftandmg its deviation from received 
opinions, which, however, will be fairly difeufled by the tranflator, 
and, no doubt, fully refuted. Important additions will be alfo fub- 
joined. Profeflbr Eichhor/ds Introdudion to the Old Tejlament be- 
ing a counterpart to that of his predcceflor, MichAELis, on the 
Newt Mr. Lloyd purpofes to print it in a uniform manner with 
Mr. March’s tranflation of Micbaelis*^ work. 


The Editor cannot clofe this Firfl: Volume of the Oriental Col- 
ledions, without acknowledging his' obligations to thofe who fo 
kindly promoted his undertaki^by early fubferiptions, and to thofe 
who have fo ably a£GQ£d.bjmijLtbf.ipn^r^X^of biAwoxkby the 
communication of their eflays, and encouraged him to the profecu- 
tion of it by promifing a continuation of their favours. That it 
may not prove unworthy of their patronage and fupport, it will be 
the Editor’s objed to render the typographical execution of the fol-' 
lowing Numbers more perfed, by procuring a large, accurate, and 
handfomc charader for the Arahick and Perfian quotations : the 
plates alfo, if not fplendid, ihall be, at leaft, neatly engraved, and 

^ .* 5ec his Vindication, p. 219. 
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contain faithful delineations. But he.tnifls that in the importance 
and variety of articles, which are to compofc the future volumes, 
their chief improvement will be perceived. 

It is not propofed to continue the publication of this work by 
fubfeription; but the numbers will be fold (price Half a Guinea 
'each) by Meffrs. Cadell and Davies, in the Strand, London. The* 
two firft Numbers of the Second Volume will be publiftied together 
early in the month of June next; the third and fourth Numbers 
(completing the Second Volume) in Auguft. The third Volume 
will follow with as much expedition as attention to accuracy in 
printing and engraving will permit. 

The new edition of Afiafick Refcarches, (menfioned in our laft 
Number, p, 300.) to be printed in quarto, with a variety of notes 
'and illuftrations from foreign criticks, and other confiderabic addi- 
tions, is now in a Rate of forwardnefs ; and the firll Volume will, 
in a Ihorf time, be offered to the publick by MefTrs, Cadell and 
Davies ; who likewife have now for fale all the remaining copies 
of the Ferlian Mifcellanies. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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The following In^ex chiefl/ points out the names of places, perfons, &c —as it 
has not been thought nefcfiarv ejthcr to recapitulate the fubjc61s of every 
article, which the Table of Contents, prefixed to each Number, will fufficiently 
defenbe , nor to fwell the Index b} fuch words as Perfia, India, Arabia, Gre&x, 
&c which muft naturally be, m thjs work, of very frequent occurrence 
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Andalufia, 136 

Afadabad, 229 
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Arkenge, 342 
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Ayecn Akberi, 373 
Abaindes, 371 

Ahmed Ebn Afllm of Cufa, 63, i6r, 333 
Afpruz, (Mount) 364 
AliVetdi Khan, 371 
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Ahmednagur, 372. 
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Bagdad, 6, 18, 61, 224, 230, 231, 378 
Behilhty, 238 
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’ Bad, 340 
Booft, 200 
Barbud, 220 ’ , 

* Baghiflan, 213 
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Babylon, Profp, vii. go, 231 
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Burmah, 259 
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Beetle, 26 
Bramha, 72 
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Crocodile, 135 
Chauch, 197 
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Chemjemal, 229 
Chekarelh; 230 
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Coromandel, 297 
Chah Khak, 341 
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Chaldea, 242, 317 
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Chnflianity of the Mohammedans, 41 

Cyprus, 63 
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Hindus, 71, 242, 258, 288, &c J 
Hhakefiery, 340 
Heft K-han, 368 
Humaion, 373 

I 

Indians, 124 
Inatulla, 195, 288 
Indian Mufick, 70 
Infli Mufick, 74 
Iraun, 15, 238, 359 
Infiruments (Miifical) 79 
Irene, 88 
Irak, 175, 230 

Iftakhar, 58, 59, 167, 227, 233 
Ifa, 42 

Idol Worlhip, 46 
Innecunda, 21 
Indus (nver) 302 
Isfahan, 71, 252 
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lalwffieh, 228 
lacoitma or BaVouba, 23® 

Joui Sheer, 216, 222 
Judirtar, 258 
Jougees, 259 
Jerufalem, 233 
Jmanj, 23S 
Jcmali, 1^. 
jehani, 1^. 

Jami, 71 , 89. 181 , 187, 538, 371. 3S0 
Jaffcrkhan, 371 
Jehangeer, 372, 373 
Jagatha, 243 

Joafi.s 
Janus, 283 
Jews, XI7, &<:• 

Ja\*an, loma, 281 
Jews of Holland, 33 
Jehanan (Pneafs) 3 **^ 

Jofhoi, 34 

Joftrph, 275 
Jumna, (nscf) 73 
Jaihoun> 343 

K 

Kirman, 197,201 
Kiscoonc, 201 

Khofroo Parviz, M 4 . ' 33 . 

Kcfri Shircen, 216, 219, 230 

Khafakcin or Khanakcin, 227, 230 

Kongour, 229 

Kherlhan, 230 

Khouafheb, 231 

KafTim Khan, 371 

Khatai, 243 

Koran, profp vi 4T,69,i.c. 

Kliofroo, (Poet) 83, 176 
Khacani, 381 
Kenda, 3 
Kibu, (Meer; 370 

3 


Kelabites, 4 
Kurrah pah, 23 
KhonfTan, 53, 7c. 253, 333 
Kulbcrsck tree, 80 
Khofru, 88, 240 
Kaiumers, 171, 240 
Kai Kobad, 171,359 
Kttman Shahan, 21 1, 229, 230 
Kai Kaus, 209 
Kai Khofru, 16 
Khoarezm, 333, 341, 34I 
Khurbend, 342 

L 

Ltvy,Prorp vi. 

Letif), 238 
Laali, 

Laih andMajnun, Pxorp s. 240,391 
Lycophron, 90, 138 
Lahore, 174 

M 

Matenderaun, 359 
Multan, 387 

Manucheher, 361 
Mohammed Mafoom, 370 
Mufic, (Indian) Profp x 70 
■ - — . Grecian, 72 

Irilb, 74 

— . , Scoich, 

Chmefe, 343 

Afajnun, Profp x. 240, 391 
Mahadeo, 72 
Motanahbi, i 

MuHcal (mftruments) 79, 94 
Miafarehin, 5 
Macao, 126 
Mogul '1 attars, 23 
Mabratta, 369 
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Mahraiia Empire, 29 
Minorca 242 
Mofcs, 34 » 43 
Moors, 1 14 
Murad Beg, 41 
Moorifli, 279 
Mary (VirginJ 45 
Maurice (Emperor) 88, 224 
MifTionanes, 46 
MaUbaric, 279 
Murat Khan (Sultan) 43 
Mofellay, 56 
Moaviah, 63, 65 
Morocco, 84, 109 
Muhubbudi, 238 
Mefali, ti. 

Mogul, 98, 372 
Mohibullah, 371 
Mefopotamia, 122 
Mani, 220 
Merou ox Mem, 161, 341, 342 
Madaien, 220 
Mufk Deer, 166 
Mifly (to Ham the teeth) 205 
Montekheb Shemflicer Khani, 219 
Mary or Mareem, 224 
MQntazer(KhaUf) 225 
Motaivakcl (Khalif ) ii. 

Muftoofi, 227 
Malek Shah, 230 
Afeffiid, 23r 
Moftanfer (Khalif) 378 
Mohalebbi, 379 

N. 

Naati, 241, 238 
Nomania, 6 

Nightingale, 15, 16, 131, 297 
Nizam’s Country, 21,97, ** 7 ^ *** 
Nizamul Mulluck, 28 


Ntzatni, 51, 60, 214, 220, 240 
NilhapcJtir, 340, 342 • 

Nomade, 54 
Nile, 76, 134 

Numerical Language, 242 
Napaul, 116 
Nuruz, 168 
Nakalhi Ruflam, 169 
Nadir, 180 
Nubia, 333, 335 
Neamut Khan All, 370 
Nuva, 378 
Negor, 2or 
Nulbirvan, 219 
Nckifa, 220 
Negeff, 230, 23X 
Nimrod, 231 
Nagree, 279 . 

Noah, 1x3,283 ^ 

o. 

Obglrme, 20: • * 

Origin of the ancient Inhabitants of Bri- 
tain and Ireland, 301 
Oraru Aas, 335 
Ottar of rofes, 27 
CEnotrians of Virgil, 192, 283 
Orfi or Oorfi, 238, 370 
C^ham, 243 
Omar, 333 
Ofejft, S34 

P. 

Pales, 244 

Perfian Tales, 245, 247, 288, 298 
Paggala Pool near Dacca, 262 
Pali, 243 
Peries, 113,361 
Pentateuch, 43 * 

Pehlavi, Piofp. vi. 87, 191 
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Parbuttee, 72 

Perfepohs, Profp. viti. 58, go, 167,227, 

233» 243*282, 

Parthian Com, i^c 87 
Parthians, IZ4 
Painting, Profp x. 

Phoenician, 117, 144 * 15 °* 242, 302, 

337 * 339 

Perfian Difticli, 17 

Pelafgic, 144 * - • 

Pagoda, 21, 80 

Perfeus, 117 

Pirke-aboth, 33 

Patna, 81 

Pcepcl Tree, 82 

Palmyra Tree, 82 

Patan, 98, 372 

Plant (extraordinary) ri6 

Perroquet, 135 

Palmyrene, 279 

Foudneh, 342 

Poraun, ti. 

R. 

Rajeput, 206 
Rama, 207 
Rahemfin, 342 
Roham, 360 
Reflidi, 2'^8 

Rahbjnjcal SertenCes, 33 
Rezmi, 238 
Ruftam Pacha, 49 
Rocnabad, 56 

Rhodes, 63 * 

Raugs, yr 
Raugnees, ib. 

Ramgully, 71, 78 
Riiftam, 87, 169, 172, 240, 362 
River Horfe, 133 
Raheddin, 171 
Riaz, 238 


Refcarches (Afiat.) 300 
Rudabah, 367 
RohiUah, 371 

S, 

Sandal (Perfume) 96 
Sandal Tree, 318 
Shah Jehan, 320, 369 
Sad-flower or red Itly, ; 

Safchery, 343 
Soufies, 357 
Sekandcr Beg, 371 
Sherc Shah, 373 
Saurai, 383 
Sau6, 238 
Sarkefii, 340 

Specimen of Taleck, Pr. No. I. 

Sinai (Mount) 34 
Syria, 61 
Syrian, 213 
Sunt, 369, 219 
Seneca, Profp vii. 

Safahan, 52 

Scythian, Prolp \ii. 144,270,301,308 
Singing Girls, 79 
Sultan Solymaun, 49 
Shahedi, 238 

Sanfcrit, Profp vm 76, 258, 303, 309, 
3*7. 3 = 5 * 388 

Sadi or Sadee, Profp. x 15, 39, 51^ 60, 
70, 92, 93, 176, 238, 369 
Saif Uddaula, 5, 9, ii 
Sabean, 167, 

Sunderbunds, 15 

Shiraz, 18, 57, 71, 95, 170, 369, 370 

Seth, 43, 112 

Soleyman Khan, 48 

ShahNameb, 59, 113, 114,168, 190, &c. 

SheicL Safy eddm Alhillay, 61 

Scotch, 74 

Sekander Nameh,6o 
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Syeds, 97 
Shetch, ih. 

Sogdians, 115 
Shawls, 175 
Sardanapalu*, 117 
Simorgh, 168 
Semcngaun, 169 
Sadder, 194 
Shetif, ^t38 

Sercbaugabut Poran, 458, 325 ^ 

Shah Shxijai, 370 

Suraje Dowla, 371 

Shagird, 341 

Sekabad, ih. 

Sheheraman, 230 
Solomon, 233 
Sakhnr (Demon) ih. 

SouRaneh, 239 
Suran, 341 
SegcOan, 363, 387 
Seljukian 230 
Sebouctekin, 96 
Serfer, 23* 

SalTanlans, l6( 

Shireen, 88, 214, ai8, 220, 222, 229, 
230, 240 
Shamed, (98 
Shembaibc, iS, 

Sheake Purrunda, 200 
Sofa of Shcbdiz, 229 
Shcbdiz, 217, 220 
Sah Namch Nefr, 2i8, 359 
Shccmfhcer Khani, 219 
Shirou'ieh, 214 * 

Siroes, 224 

Shapour, 220 

Samarra orSarmanray, 224 
Stiltanich, 228, 230, 231 
Siibahi, 228 
Shan al hi, 231 
Syriac, 279 


Soor or Indus, (river) 301 
Setui, 296 

T. 

Taogzandone, 198 
Tabari, 213 
Tazcrke, *99 
Tawakol Beg, 219 
Thrones (Eaftcrn) 233 
Tahery, 34a 
Tednour, i6. 

Toos, 360 
Tippoo Sulfaun, 103 
Ttirlt/h, iVo/p. vii. 41, ri4, 134, tSS, 
237. 378 

Turkifh MSr 17 
Tjgtis, 6, 224 
Tales of InaiuIIa, 195 
Tahmuras, 113 
Thebes, 243 
Tiberias (Lake of) 13 
Thrace, 351 
Tabreez, 18 
Tarlepooroo, 21 
Taberjflan, 383 
Tarikh Moagem, 37 
Turkey, 46 
Tree (large) 80 
— — Banian, 81 
— Pcepel, 82 
— — Palmyra, i^. 

Totnan, 122 

'W. 

Writing (Origin ofj 11 
Vifaijuna, 207 
Vologc/es, 88 

Y. 

Yezdcgcrd, 161 
Yemen, 378 
Yacouma, 227, 230 i 
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Z. 

Zachariah Cazvini, 16,131,214, 374 
Zorpaftcr, 218, 168 * 

Zaroun, 342 
Zoology, Profp. i?:. 374 
Zcnobia^ 390 


Zeratulht or Zoroofler, i68, 2x8 

Z«b-al-nilla (Princcfs) 38^ 

Zauki, 238 

Zoos (Ifland) 63 

Zeno, 88 

‘Zeleekha, 175 

Zau), 361 


E R R A TA. 


Page 63 

line 7 for ** capture of C«j” read ** capture of G/ 

72 

in the plate of mafic, for “ Juppah" rend “ 7 ;// 

122 

to the Hebrew line add n"lK 

171 

1 1 for ** e«r" read enr.” 

343 

25 for Poll's” read ** Pahs” 

302 

1 for<'pjr«ad<-DnU-’' 

309 




